1/03/10 – 1SH - “What Must I Do to be Saved? Or What Shall I Do to Inherit Eternal Life? Part 1
Victory Ministries International presents:

Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts  

Treasures of awesome truths from God’s Word 

and facts that affect you!

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

Today’s subject – What Must I Do to be Saved? Or What Shall I Do to Inherit Eternal Life? Part 1
Last week I said we would be going into the study of Daniel 7. I decided against that because there is a far greater subject that we need to discuss. A lot of people walk around stating they are saved and they give you the date that they were saved. But I tell you this that such a declaration is both arrogant and presumptuous. No one can take one verse from the Bible and say that guarantees them salvation. You will know you’re saved when Jesus comes for the second time and you are rising in the air to meet Him. But for many who think they are saved, Jesus will say I never knew you. We need to sort through the many scriptures and determine from a study on this subject as to just what the Bible says. If you are getting ready for church, sit down and listen as this subject is too important to miss. It’s better to be a little late for church and hear the real truth, then to be on time and listen to more of the Babylonian confusion so many pastors are preaching today. Before we begin, let us seek God’s guidance,
Heavenly Father as we open up this new subject on “What Must I Do to be Saved?” guide us into a correct understanding we pray in Jesus name, Amen.

Right now I continue to keep my pledge, to cry aloud and spare not, to lift up my voice like a trumpet and show God’s people where they are transgressing God’s Law.
There is a question that was asked by a rich, young ruler in Matthew 19:16; Mark 10:17; Luke 18:18 and by a lawyer in Luke 10:25, “Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” It is a question that every sincere person who desires to be saved will ask. Often though a person is not happy with the answer and they either go away saddened by the costs of discipleship, or they settle into a form of godliness that denies the power thereof and they hope that they will be lucky to be saved by their form of religion. 
But one thing is very true and that is that following Jesus involves both a cross and personal sacrifice, as Jesus made that plain in Luke 14:27 “And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.” And in Luke 14:33 “So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.” As the songwriter wrote, “Nothing between my soul and the Savior, naught of this world’s delusive dream: I have renounced all sinful pleasure – Jesus is mine! There’s nothing between.”

What exactly is involved and required in order for a person to be saved? This question of the ages involves understanding many important points, which we will cover in this study. 

However, there are those who buy into the dangerous doctrine of Augustine called predestination; believing that a person has no choice in the matter. They think that God has pre-destined who will be saved and who will be lost. That is saying that God does not give man a choice. We will look at the scriptures where Paul used the words predestinate and predestinated and how this error developed. First Romans 8:28-30 “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.” The second is in Ephesians 1:4, 5, 11, “According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,” “In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:”
The Hebrew word for both predestinate and predestinated in the Strong’s Concordance is 4309 proorizo, pro-or-id'-zo - to limit in advance, i.e. (figuratively) predetermine:--determine before, ordain, predestinate.

At a first reading of the Scriptures above, some may be inclined to believe as did Augustine, the man has no choice and that God determines who is saved and who will be lost. The Bible does not contradict itself, contradiction is always in the mind of the person who has a limited knowledge of the Bible causing misinterpretation.

What is Paul really saying? God never had any other purpose than salvation for the human family. For God “will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” 1 Timothy 2:4. Peter tells us that God is “not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 2 Peter 3:9. 

Ezekiel says this about our God, in chapter 33 verse 11, “I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live:” Jesus Himself said in Matthew 11:28 “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” The gospel invitation is to whosoever will. Read the 25 verses in the New Testament which testify to that fact. Matthew 10:32; 12:50; 16:25; 18:4; Mark 3:35; 8:34, 35; 9:37; Luke 6:47; 9:24, 48; 12:8; John 3:15, 16; 4:14; 11:26; 12:46; Acts 2:21; 10:43; Romans 10:13; 1 John 3:9; 4:15; 5:1, 18; Revelation 22:17. 

Salvation is offered freely to all, but not all accept the gospel invitation. Salvation is not forced upon us against our will, so if we choose to oppose and resist God’s purpose for us, then we shall be lost. Here is an important point to understand; divine foreknowledge and divine predestination in no way excludes human liberty. Nowhere does Paul or any other Bible writer suggest that that God has predestined certain men to be saved and certain others to be lost, regardless of their choice in the matter. 

Reading the full context of Paul’s writing in Romans chapter 8, then using the word predestinate in verse 29 & 30, one understands that Paul is trying to comfort and assure the afflicted people of God that their salvation rests in His hands and that it is in the process of being accomplished in accordance with His eternal and changeless purpose for them.

Like wise, reading the first chapter of Ephesians, especially verse 4, then the two verses 5 & 11 where the word predestinated is used, a similar understanding will be made unless one is weak in their understanding of the rest of Scripture.
Those who fall into the trap of Augustine’s predestination do so by verses 4-6, believing that certain ones are elected to be saved and others to be lost, and that nothing the individual can do will affect the result. But notice that in verse 4 it says, “According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:” In the verses from 4-11 it is showing us what God’s plan was for all those who choose Him and it does not mention anything about anyone being predestined to be lost. Before the foundation of the world, that means that before sin entered the world, God in advance made the plan of salvation in the event that man should sin; so it was determined that those who accepted the provisions of the plan would be restored to son-ship. It was God’s plan that all would accept the plan and be saved as we read in 1 Timothy 2:4, “Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” and in 2 Peter 3:9, “…not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 
So the predestination or pre-determination was for all men to be saved. But as the Bible is clear, those who will be lost have used their free will to choose to reject what God freely offers. All men choose to be lost or saved. God’s judgment is based on their choices, and will not decide in favor of anyone, regardless of mouth profession, who chooses to sin and died with un-confessed, un-repented sin on their records. We will leave this subject and continue with our main subject of study.

Man was originally endowed with noble powers and a well-balanced mind. He was perfect in his being, and in harmony with God. His thoughts were pure, his aims holy. But through disobedience, his powers were perverted, and selfishness took the place of love. His nature became so weakened through transgression that it was impossible for him, in his own strength, to resist the power of evil.
It is so important that we understand that man by nature is born a rebel with no desire to be saved. He is by nature selfish and concerned with his own welfare and what pleases himself. He cannot by his own nature desire Christ in his life nor by his nature would he desire to be saved; as that is the work of the Holy Spirit. He engages in a sinful life, unaware that he is sinning, and he like all of the human family come under the scripture written by Paul in Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;”
It is impossible for us, of ourselves, to escape from the pit of sin in which we are sunken. Our hearts are evil, and we cannot change them. Job 14:4, "Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one."; Romans 8:7, "The carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be."
Well it seems we just got started and the clock says it’s time to wrap it up for this week. We will continue with part 2 of “What Must I Do to be Saved? Or What Shall I Do to Inherit Eternal Life?” next week at this same time.

That last scripture we just read said, “The carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God.” God’s seventh day Sabbath is part of God’s Law and He’s calling His true people back to keeping it in this final generation on planet earth. We will be keeping the seventh day Sabbath in heaven and through all eternity, why not start keeping it this coming Saturday and come to the Victory Everlasting Gospel Church located at 139 Country Lane, about one mile down from the Cracker Barrel on the right. Sabbath School starts at 9:45 and the worship hour begins at 11 a.m.
This coming April, world renown evangelist Ray DeCarlo will be coming to South Hill to present an informative series at the Days Inn Conference Center. We will keep you updated on those meetings in the weeks to come.
Until next week, Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.” 

Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
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