“Preparing for the Final Crisis - Part 4” 

Sabbath January 1, 2005

Today’s sermon,  “Preparing for the Final Crisis - Part 4”
Today’s sermon is another one that Satan will do his best to interrupt, so please if you are, or if there is near where you sit, any disturbance, please do what you can to cause it to be stopped, or lend aid to quickly remove the disturbance from the sanctuary. But do not let the message that will be spoken here today, to have any prolonged interruption. We need the presence of the Holy Spirit now, more than ever, as we take a close look at what has recently happened, what it means, and what is soon to break out upon this sin cursed planet. Those who can kneel with me, please do so. Heavenly Father…
My dear brothers and sisters in Jesus, two weeks ago I stated the following from this pulpit, “with each passing day I am humbled by what I hear, what I read and what I am seeing taking place before my very eyes in this world. Indeed Satan has come down like a roaring seeking whom he can devour.” Well with the earthquake in the Indian Ocean, off the coast of Indonesia, and the ensuing Tsunamis affecting so many countries, with staggering loss of life confirmed at over 125,000 and still tens of thousands missing, and unaccounted for, and dire reports of an additional number to exceed those numbers with the expected subsequent diseases, I can only say that God’s mercy is indeed being withdrawn from the earth. The 4 angels who had been given instruction to hold the 4 winds of strife as God’s people are given a short time to get ready, have been so instructed, as we now can clearly see, to begin releasing their hold, and Satan is being allowed to have greater impact in the affairs of mankind.

Once again we will be turning to the book of Revelation. In particular today, we will be looking at the work of Satan.

Revelation 7:1-3 “And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.  And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.”  

Some may ask why I have been spending so much time, week after week, on the subject of  “Preparing for the Final Crisis,” when most of our churches are preaching an Ecumenical inspired love message that leaves those congregations feeling so spiritually renewed and refreshed and feeling so good.

I must answer that, by saying my messages are filled with the love of God, and all the love I can personally muster for the task at hand. You see God is trying His best to reach His people today. But they’re not paying attention. It is as Jesus said it would be in Matthew 24:37 “But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.” That was an evil and immoral generation, but there were still millions of decent, moral church going people as it is today. God sent a clear cut message of warning through Noah, but they didn’t want to hear it. 

You see, the scripture that we have just read a minute ago, talks about a great time of trouble that will soon break out upon this earth, as has never before been witnessed. But it also tells us that, that time of trouble is to be temporarily held in check, while there was to be a sealing time of God’s people. What you may call a small period of probation for those within God’s commandment keeping church.

We look back and see that this probationary time has lingered for 160 years. The people in Noah’s time had a probationary period of 120 years. We have had that plus 40 more years. How long can we as God’s people trifle with God’s mercy? As I stated, the prophet God gave this church has been treated with disdain, as have many prophets before that, have been so rejected by God’s people.

 Oh maybe the pleasant things are read in some of the churches, but the God given blueprints in every phase of our denominational work have been scrapped, in favor of man’s foolish ideas coupled with complying with government regulations. Instead of being the head in all areas, we are the tail. The cup of God’s anger towards His church is near the brim. The sealing of the 144,000 is nearing completion. The slaughter of the unfaithful among the last day church that God has raised up; is described in Ezekiel chapter 9, a chapter that the servant of the Lord has urgently warned us that we should read. I’m not going there today. That complete sermon, if you care to read it, can be retrieved from the church web site, the address is on the back of your bulletins, once in the site, go to sermon archives, 2003, April 19th. And while you are there, make a copy of the “New Theology Doctrines”.

We have, as I see it today, two distinct groups within the active members of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. There are those who would be aptly described as liberals, having a found new freedom in the abandonment of God’s prophet. It is becoming widely accepted by this group that she was relevant for her times, and is no more relevant today. Therefore they conclude what she wrote, no longer applies. They love the Evangelical style of worship, with divine worship hours filled with the sounds of a rock style of music, and songs sung from the wall, songs not found in the church hymnals. They devise programs to attract the young, which appeal to their world-loving carnal desires. 

There are many churches within our denomination, which now serve their congregant’s coffee, regular and decaf, along with many unhealthful pastries and sweets. And such a spirit of love fills the adoring crowds. Dress codes for Sabbath worship have been so relaxed, that some wear common street clothes that would be found on the down and out. Irreverence in the sanctuary has become commonplace. Jokes are flippantly told during the sermon, to entertain the attendees. Pastors of many of these churches have stood in the sacred desk and literally dropped handfuls of books authored by our prophet, into a waiting waste receptacle, with the announcement, “We won’t be needing these anymore.” But such things were clearly warned by that same prophet.

Listen carefully as this prophecy applies to our church in general, (The Faith I Live By – Page 296) “The very last deception of Satan will be to make of none effect the testimony of the Spirit of God. "Where there is no vision, the people perish." Prov. 29:18. Satan will work ingeniously, in different ways and through different agencies, to unsettle the confidence of God's remnant people in the true testimony.”

In Australia, Avondale University, a college founded by the prophet, no longer has her books, nor is the name of Ellen White ever mentioned.

Why am I passionate about this subject? We have the warning that applies to our denomination, and it is being fulfilled in many of our churches throughout the world. As in this quote:

“Some who have been leaders in the work of God are seeking to make of none effect the work that God has placed in the world to educate His people, and to prepare them to stand the test of the miracle-working powers that would make void the precious facts of faith that have for the last sixty years been given under the power of the Holy Spirit.”--Letter 256, 1906 (This message was delivered over 98 years ago on Aug. 1, 1906, to the Ministering Brethren in Australia). Satan has been in an all out war with the Seventh-day Adventist church since its inception. And he is proud of what it has become today. But the little company that refuses compromise, will not buckle, and God has provided a shield.

Recently a conservative Seventh-day Adventist pastor called the General Conference and inquired why we replaced the three angels logo with the current one. After some probing questions, the man in charge told him, “We do not preach the three angels messages anymore,” he continued, “that was the message in Ellen White’s time, the message for today is love and coming together.

Listen to this quote: “It is the third angel's message that bears the true test to the people. Satan will lead men to manufacture false tests, and thus seek to obscure the value of, and make of none effect, the message of truth.  {Ev 211.4}

What is the third angel’s message? Revelation 14:9-11   “And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:  And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.”  

Don’t tell me the world church has not been infiltrated by the enemy. The most fearful warning God has given in the Bible, a message for the very last days, and some General Conference official says that we don’t preach it anymore. Have mercy Lord.

In more and more pulpits within our denomination, there is a disregard for the keeping of the 4th commandment, as God would have us, and a green light has been given to eat in restaurants and purchase gas if needed, to watch television and listen to the radio. The reason of course is that they don’t want to appear to their ecumenical friends as legalists. Have mercy!

But God said in Isaiah 58:13 “If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words:”

Evangelism 211, “The commandment of God, that has been almost universally made void, is the testing truth for this time.” {Ev 211.4}

In the area of diet reform, a young Philippine  nurse who is a missionary teacher in Seoul, Korea, was invited to the local Seventh-day Adventist pastors house for a Sabbath meal. The main course was shrimp. We have now pastors who encourage light alcoholic beverages as there is evidence of medicinal advantages.

Revelation 12:17   “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.

As any good military strategist knows, the best way to conquer your enemy is by infiltrating and destroying from within.

In Matthew 24 Jesus had given us clear warning of the perilous times we are in, as He stated the events that would mark the last days. But I do want to focus on verses 7.

Matthew 24:7   “For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.”

Let’s take the earthquake part of that prophecy. The San Francisco earthquake of 1906 was one of the most destructive in the recorded history of North America - the earthquake and the fire that followed killed nearly 700 people and left the city in ruins.  Here is what our prophet had said before it hit, “San Francisco and Oakland are becoming as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the Lord will visit them. Not far hence they will suffer under His judgments.”--Ms 30, 1903.

“As we near the close of this earth's history, we shall have the scenes of the San Francisco calamity in other places. . . . These things make me feel very solemn because I know that the judgment day is right upon us. The judgments that have already come are a warning, but not the finishing, of the punishment that will come on wicked cities. . . .”  {LDE 114.4}

The Alaska earthquake of March 27, 1964, was of greater magnitude than the San Francisco earthquake; as it released perhaps twice as much energy and was felt over an area of almost 500,000 square miles. It measured 9.4 on the Richter scale. The Richter scale is a means of measuring the earthquake’s released power and each point on the scale would mean double the power of the preceding point. A 7.0 would be twice as powerful as a 6.0, and an 8.0 would be twice as powerful as a 7.0, and a 9.0 would be twice as powerful as a 8.0. 


The earthquake on December 26th, a week ago tomorrow, was a 9.0. Occurring in the Indian Ocean it sent the devastating Tsunamis in all directions, and within a matter of hours, over 125,000 people were dead and many more missing. 

Natural disasters in the United States are continuing at an accelerated pace, with more areas affected by floods, mudslides, fires, tornadoes and hurricanes than ever before in a single year, all kinds of crime increasing and national debt running into the trillions of dollars, problems in Iraq that seem to grow despite our best efforts, are all saying to God’s people on earth, get ready, get ready, for He who said He will come, will come soon.

The Testimony of Jesus is, “The days in which we live are solemn and important. The Spirit of God is gradually but surely being withdrawn from the earth. Plagues and judgments are already falling upon the despisers of the grace of God. The calamities by land and sea, the unsettled state of society, the alarms of war, are portentous. They forecast approaching events of the greatest magnitude. The agencies of evil are combining their forces, and consolidating. They are strengthening for the last great crisis. Great changes are soon to take place in our world, and the final movements will be rapid ones.”--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 11.  

And this, Prophets and Kings, p. 277. “The time is at hand when there will be sorrow in the world that no human balm can heal. The Spirit of God is being withdrawn. Disasters by sea and by land follow one another in quick succession. How frequently we hear of earthquakes and tornadoes, of destruction by fire and flood, with great loss of life and property! Apparently these calamities are capricious outbreaks of disorganized, unregulated forces of nature, wholly beyond the control of man; but in them all, God's purpose may be read. They are among the agencies by which He seeks to arouse men and women to a sense of their danger.”--

I was watching one amateur video of this disaster, one minute this elderly couple that were innocently sunbathing by the pool at ground level, were struck with the first wave of the Tsunami. Frantically the elderly man tried to hold his wife when the second wave swept them both away. I imagine that they were probably Europeans enjoying a Christmas vacation in the warm sunny weather of this tropical paradise. The wall of water was indeed an overwhelming surprise, as horrified onlookers at higher levels, could do nothing to aid them. But had the old people had time to prepare, had they been advised that danger was coming upon them, surely they would have used those remaining minutes to seek shelter and safety.

This is how I see our church throughout the world. Just enjoying the moment basking in the sun, totally unaware of what is about to happen, just doing what feels right, not aware of any apparent danger. Listen to this from Child Guidance page 555.

“Confusion fills the world, and a great terror is soon to come upon human beings. The end is very near. God's people should be preparing for what is to break upon the world as an overwhelming surprise. Our time is precious. We have but a few, a very few, days of probation in which to make ready for the future, immortal life.  {CG 555.3}

From Ministry of Healing, pp. 142, 143. “We are living in the midst of an "epidemic of crime," at which thoughtful, God-fearing men everywhere stand aghast. The corruption that prevails, it is beyond the power of the human pen to describe. Every day brings fresh revelations of political strife, bribery, and fraud. Every day brings its heart-sickening record of violence and lawlessness, of indifference to human suffering, of brutal, fiendish destruction of human life. Every day testifies to the increase of insanity, murder, and suicide. Who can doubt that satanic agencies are at work among men with increasing activity to distract and corrupt the mind, and defile and destroy the body?”—

Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 102. “The spirit of anarchy is permeating all nations, and the outbreaks that from time to time excite the horror of the world are but indications of the pent-up fires of passion and lawlessness that, having once escaped control, will fill the earth with woe and desolation. The picture which Inspiration has given of the antediluvian world, represents too truly the condition to which modern society is fast hastening. Even now, in the present century, and in professedly Christian lands, there are crimes daily perpetrated, as black and terrible as those for which the old-world sinners were destroyed. Before the flood, God sent Noah to warn the world, that the people might be led to repentance, and thus escape the threatened destruction. As the time of Christ's second appearing draws near, the Lord sends His servants with a warning to the world to prepare for that great event. Multitudes have been living in transgression of God's law, and now He in mercy calls them to obey its sacred precepts. All who will put away their sins by repentance toward God and faith in Christ, are offered pardon.”—

The picture is bleak, but for those sincere seekers of truth, willing to align themselves in the center of God’s will, there is pardon.

The Acts of the Apostles, p. 219. “At the present time, when the end of all things earthly is rapidly approaching, Satan is putting forth desperate efforts to ensnare the world. He is devising many plans to occupy minds, and to divert attention from the truths essential to salvation. In every city his agencies are busily organizing into parties those who are opposed to the law of God. The archdeceiver is at work to introduce elements of confusion and rebellion, and men are being fired with a zeal that is not according to knowledge.” 
Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 268. “I was shown the inhabitants of the earth in the utmost confusion. War, bloodshed, privation, want, famine, and pestilence were abroad in the land. . . . My attention was then called from the scene. There seemed to be a little time of peace.” I believe this little time of peace she referred to was the period following the end of WWII, up until 9/11/2001. Continuing, “Once more the inhabitants of the earth were presented before me; and again everything was in the utmost confusion. Strife, war, and bloodshed, with famine and pestilence, raged everywhere. Other nations were engaged in this war and confusion. War caused famine. Want and bloodshed caused pestilence. And then men's hearts failed them for fear, "and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth."--

To further complicate the world’s situation, I believe we are living in a time of great spiritual darkness. The Bible says in Isaiah 60:2 “For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people:” 
Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 65 says,“This is a time of spiritual darkness in the churches of the world. Ignorance of divine things has hidden God and the truth from view. The forces of evil are gathering in strength. Satan flatters his coworkers that he will do a work that will captivate the world. While partial inactivity has come upon the church, Satan and his hosts are intensely active. The professed Christian churches are not converting the world; for they are themselves corrupted with selfishness and pride, and need to feel the converting power of God in their midst before they can lead others to a purer or higher standard.”—

The New Theology Doctrines, that I referred to earlier, which you can download from the web site, are 16 in number. There may even be more now, but there are 16 that I have been able to identify. Brothers and sisters these doctrines are all through our ranks and they are opposed to what we have historically believed as a denomination and they are not Bible based. He has done this through our trusted leaders. Satan has brought them into our ranks to undermine our understanding of Bible doctrine and to cause confusion. He has been most successful in this undertaking as the sin of indifference and complacency has taken hold of and paralyzed the majority.

Christ's Object Lessons, p. 39. 

“In our day, as of old, the vital truths of God's word are set aside for human theories and speculations. Many professed ministers of the gospel do not accept the whole Bible as the inspired word. One wise man rejects one portion; another questions another part. They set up their judgment as superior to the Word; and the Scripture which they do teach rests upon their own authority. Its divine authenticity is destroyed. Thus the seeds of infidelity are sown broadcast; for the people become confused, and know not what to believe. There are many beliefs that the mind has no right to entertain.”—

1 Peter 5:8   “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:”  

In many of our churches, you do not hear what is preached here. Peace and love ministers even declare that we will go on sinning until Jesus comes, but we will be safe in Jesus.

The Acts of the Apostles, p. 220.

“Wickedness is reaching a height never before attained, and yet many ministers of the gospel are crying, "Peace and safety." But God's faithful messengers are to go steadily forward with their work. Clothed with the panoply of heaven, they are to advance fearlessly and victoriously, never ceasing their warfare until every soul within their reach shall have received the message of truth for this time.”—

Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 166. “There is a cause for alarm in the condition of the religious world today. God's mercy has been trifled with… The world is fast becoming ripe for destruction. Soon the judgments of God are to be poured out, and sin and sinners are to be consumed.”--

Now church here is a message for Victory, 

Christian Experience and Teachings of Ellen G. White (1922) Pages 186-187

The crisis is fast approaching. The time for God's visitation has about come. Although loth to punish, nevertheless He will punish, and that speedily. Those who walk in the light will see signs of the approaching peril; but they are not to sit in quiet, unconcerned expectancy of the ruin, comforting themselves with the belief that God will shelter His people in the day of visitation. Far from it. They should realize that it is their duty to labor diligently to save others, looking with strong faith to God for help. "The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much." James 5:16.     The leaven of godliness has not entirely lost its power. At the time when the danger and depression of the church are greatest, the little company who are standing in the light will be sighing and crying for the abominations that are done in the land. But more especially will their prayers arise in behalf of the church, because its members are doing after the manner of the world.  The earnest prayers of this faithful few will not be in vain. When the Lord comes forth as an avenger, He will also come as a protector of all those who have preserved the faith in its purity, and kept themselves unspotted from the world. It is at this time that God has promised to avenge His own elect which cry day and night unto Him, though He bear long with them.” {CET 187.1}
Listen, “The day of God's vengeance is just upon us. The seal of God will be placed upon the foreheads of those only who sigh and cry for the abominations done in the land. Those who link in sympathy with the world are eating and drinking with the drunken, and will surely be destroyed with the workers of iniquity. "The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are open unto their cry;" but "the face of the Lord is against them that do evil." Psalm 34:15, 16

When this time of trouble comes, every case is decided; there is no longer probation, no longer mercy for the impenitent. The seal of the living God is upon His people.” {CET 187.4} 

     Listen to this now, “This small remnant, unable to defend themselves in the deadly conflict with the powers of earth that are marshaled by the dragon host, make God their defense. The decree has been passed by the highest earthly authority that they shall worship the beast and receive his mark under pain of persecution and death. May God help His people now, for what can they then do in such a fearful conflict without His assistance! {CET 188.1} 

     Courage, fortitude, faith, and implicit trust in God's power to save, do not come in a moment. These heavenly graces are acquired by the experience of years. When those early Christians were exiled to mountains and deserts, when left in dungeons to die with hunger, cold, and torture, when martyrdom seemed the only way out of their distress, they rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer for Christ, who was crucified for them. Their worthy example will be a comfort and encouragement to the people of God who will be brought into the time of trouble such as never was. {CET 188.2}

Let it be said of us, the remnant in Victory what it says in Isaiah 58:12 “And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in.”
    “It is only as the law of God is restored to its rightful position that there can be a revival of primitive faith and godliness among His professed people. "Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls." Jer. 6:16. 

{FLB 326.5} (The Faith I Live By)

I conclude with this positive statement for the faithful, “Before the final visitation of God's judgments upon the earth, there will be, among the people of the Lord, such a revival of primitive godliness as has not been witnessed since apostolic times. The Spirit and power of God will be poured out upon His children. At that time many will separate themselves from those churches in which the love of this world has supplanted love for God and His Word. Many, both of ministers and people, will gladly accept those great truths which God has caused to be proclaimed at this time, to prepare a people for the Lord's second coming. The enemy of souls desires to hinder this work; and before the time for such a movement shall come, he will endeavor to prevent it, by introducing a counterfeit. In those churches which he can bring under his deceptive power, he will make it appear that God's special blessing is poured out; there will be manifest what is thought to be great religious interest. . .”  {FLB 326.2}   It’s called celebration!
Shall we pray…
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