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Victory Everlasting Gospel Church
“Sabbath” Part 1  
The title of today’s sermon is: “Sabbath” Part 1
Shall we seek God’s guidance in this worship moment…?
There is and there has always been from the seventh day of creation, a command of God, to keep the seventh day holy. There is not, nor has there ever been a command from God to keep any other day holy. There is nothing holy or sacred about the first day of the week. God clearly instructs us as to the fact that the first day of the week is a day for labor, therefore it is a command. As a matter of fact, we see that God has commanded the first day of the week to be a day of labor as we read in the fourth commandment, Exodus 20 verse 9, “Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:” Verse 8 commands us to “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.” Verse 9 identifies the Sabbath day as the seventh day. “But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God:”
Why is the seventh day the Sabbath? Let’s go back to that first week and notice several things about the Sabbath day. But first we should take notice that the first six days of creation are listed in the first chapter of Genesis. Contrary to scientific theory and some false doctrine certain churches of Babylon try to teach regarding six long eons of time, the first six days were only 24 hour periods of time that God stated had a dark part and a light part. It says the evening and the morning comprised a single day in verses 5, 8, 13, 19, 23 and 31.

Finite mortal man looks at the size of the earth, and all that God said was created on each day and concludes that it was impossible. He studies the intricate design of the smallest particles of life and matter and figures that if there is a Divine intelligence, then surely it would have taken multiplied millions of years to bring such a creation into existence; at the very least multiple thousands of years.
But God looks at the puny little man with his limited intellects and says through the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 3:19 “For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God.” And in 1 Timothy 3:7, “Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 
This is true both in the scientific world and in the world of religion as well. If the scientist and the theologian would pause for a moment and read what the Holy Spirit has written through David in Psalm 33 verse 6 & 9, it would give them the total explanation for the length of time it took God to create. We read, “By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth. For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast.”
When man wants to create something, let’s say build a house. First he must conceive the idea. Then he has to consider how much he wants to spend for his idea and set up a plan in order to stay within a fixed budget. Next he must have drawings made to his specifications. He must have or if he needs to, purchase a property to build on. He either hires a contractor or decides to build it himself. He must secure a building permit, then the ground is broken and construction begins. Anywhere from several months to possibly a year, the project goes from idea to reality. What man creates, depending on the intricacy of the project, generally takes a considerable amount of time.

The problem with finite man is that he tries to understand God as though God were on a human level with human limitations. He cannot understand that God can conceive a plan, and in a split moment of time, the entire design and production is begun and completed as quickly as it takes Him to speak the words. 

We look at the human body and marvel at such an intricate combination of systems all independent of each other, but all working in relationship together. The skeletal system is an engineering masterpiece, along with the muscular system with all its sinews and ligaments which is indeed miraculous and the digestive system and the respiratory system and the nervous system, all integrated into a single harmonious mass. Man has not even come close to producing a computer that is comparable to the human brain. Even today man finds new things about the human body that boggles the mind. But God formed the man’s body and brought him to life within the same 24 hour period that he also had made all of the animals, each after their own kind.    

Though man was made during the sixth day, his first full day of life was the Sabbath day, and he was commanded to keep it holy. How do I know he was commanded to keep the Sabbath holy? It is because everything in God’s creation follows His laws, be they natural or moral laws. Man was not to be an exception.
Since the Sabbath was initiated on the seventh day of creation, one would expect to find it mentioned many times in Genesis, as Genesis starts with creation week and goes all the way to the death of 110 year old Joseph, 2,309 years after creation and 1,695 years before the birth of Jesus. But the fact of the matter is that the word Sabbath is not found in Genesis at all. The word Sabbath first appears in the 16th chapter of Exodus.

The word Sabbath as found in Exodus 20:8 which reads “Remember the Sabbath day,” in the Hebrew dictionary is word number 7676 and is spelled s-h-a-b-b-a-t-h and is pronounced (shab-bawth). It is a derivation of the Hebrew word number 7673 spelled s-h-a-b-a-t-h and is pronounced shaw-bath. It means rest as in to cease from exertion. 

Now let us examine the three things God did when He gave us this eternal celebration, the seventh day Sabbath. Genesis 2:3, “And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made.” 

What are those three things that God did in verse 3? He blessed the seventh day; He sanctified the seventh day and He rested from His work of Creation.
Now we will take these thee acts of God and look at them individually. The word blessed in the secular Macmillan dictionary, gives the following definition: made holy by a religious rite.
What is the result of something that God has blessed? Turn to 1 Chronicles 17:27, the last part of the verse. “…for thou blessest, O LORD, and it shall be blessed for ever.” So when God has blessed something, He has made it holy for how long? Forever! We know that forever for mortal man is so long as he lives. But forever with God is in the eternal realm and the object blessed is eternal as well. Make mental note of this fact. That when God blessed the seventh day He made it holy for eternity and it does not matter what one’s religious persuasion is, nor does it matter what their profession is, any man or woman who disputes the holiness of the seventh day Sabbath is laboring under Satan’s deception, has made them self an agent of Satan and is in open rebellion against God Himself. 

Now let us look at the second thing God did on that first seventh day in verse 3.  He sanctified the seventh day. The word sanctified in the Miriam-Webster online dictionary is defined: to set apart to a sacred purpose or to religious use. Therefore God set apart this one day from the other six as a sacred period of time. He did not bless and sanctify a portion of the seventh day; rather He blessed and sanctified the full seventh day. He made 24 hours of a 168 hour week holy time. It is an appointment time for His created human beings to spend with Him and nothing of a secular nature should infringe upon one minute of that time. So many Sabbath-keepers today experience an anemic experience due to their desecration of this sacred time.
1 Peter 1:15, 16 says “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.”  We not only need to guard the edges of the Sabbath, but we need to guard our lips against speaking secular conversation between those holy sunsets.

The third thing God did on that first seventh day in Genesis 2:3 was, “…he had rested from all his work which God created and made.” The word rested as used here is from the Hebrew word number 7673 shaw-bath we referred to earlier which means “rest” as in to cease from exertion. So where I had said previously that the word Sabbath does not appear in Genesis, it actually does for the word rested means Sabbath.
Some like to say that the seventh day Sabbath is the Jewish Sabbath. But I can make the statement with the blessings of heaven, that there is nothing Jewish about the Sabbath. No human being, no denomination, and no religious sect, can claim a day as their Sabbath. The seventh day Sabbath is not the property of any person. Exodus 20:10 tells us clearly whose property this day is, “But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God:” We have solid confirmation of that fact in Isaiah 58:13   “If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day…” The Lord God claims it as His holy day and therefore is the only true Lord’s Day.

Therefore we can not claim the seventh day as our Sabbath for it is God’s Sabbath, but we can choose to Remember the Sabbath day and we can choose to honor God and His Sabbath by keeping it holy.

It was blessed by God to be eternal and we will have the high honor and privilege to keep it holy throughout eternity as we read in Isaiah 66:22, 23, “For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain. And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD.”  
4,033 and ½ years after resting on that first Sabbath day from His work of creation, Jesus our Creator rested throughout the hours of the Sabbath in the tomb, from His work of redemption.

Jesus Christ pronounced His blessing on that first Sabbath almost 6,000 years ago making the seventh day the only Christian Sabbath. In times past ignorance may have excused those who violated the fourth commandment and God considers their faithfulness with what they knew. He knows that if they had known the truth they would have followed it. But ignorance will no longer be the excuse for any one exposed to the truth of the Sabbath, especially those religious leaders who are tied to their pensions and paychecks. 
Listen to the testimony of Jesus in PP page 55. “Satan represented to the holy pair that they would be gainers by breaking the law of God. Do we not today hear similar reasoning? Many talk of the narrowness of those who obey God's commandments, while they themselves claim to have broader ideas and to enjoy greater liberty. What is this but an echo of the voice from Eden, "In the day ye eat thereof"--transgress the divine requirement--"ye shall be as gods"? Satan claimed to have received great good by eating of the forbidden fruit, but he did not let it appear that by transgression he had become an outcast from heaven. Though he had found sin to result in infinite loss, he concealed his own misery in order to draw others into the same position. So now the transgressor seeks to disguise his true character; he may claim to be holy; but his exalted profession only makes him the more dangerous as a deceiver. He is on the side of Satan, trampling upon the law of God, and leading others to do the same, to their eternal ruin.”  {PP 55.1}

My brothers and sisters we must understand that in the judgment men will not be condemned because they conscientiously believed a lie, but because they did not believe the truth, because they neglected the opportunity of learning what truth is. Notwithstanding the sophistry of Satan to the contrary, it is always disastrous to disobey God. We must set our hearts to know what truth is. All the lessons which God has caused to be placed on record in His word are for our warning and instruction. They are given to save us from deception. Their neglect will result in ruin to ourselves. Whatever contradicts God's word, we may be sure proceeds from Satan.
“Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy.” It is written on the pages of our Bibles, but even today these words come in thunder tones from the King of the Universe, audible only to those who hear with the ear of understanding. But those who choose to uplift Sunday, the child of the Papacy, the voice of God does not come through to their hearing in even a faint whisper. They are moved by a spirit they claim to be God’s Holy Spirit, but rest assured of one thing, the Holy Spirit has no fellowship with those who promote error, contrary to the revealed truth in God’s Word.
“Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy.” May I ask you, is the matter settled in your own mind? 

Joshua 24:15 sums it up for the faithful, “…choose you this day whom ye will serve;” “…but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”  
Shall we pray…
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