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1-14-2012 Prison Ministry
Sermon delivered January 7, 2012 at
The Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

The title of today’s sermon is: “Cry Aloud and Spare Not”

Let us pray… 
God has placed upon every man and woman who has received the light of truth, the same solemn and fearful responsibility as was placed upon Ezekiel the prophet of Israel, as we read in Ezekiel 33:7-9: "Son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at My mouth, and warn them from Me. When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it; if he do not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul." 

The servant of the Lord wrote this:  

     “The great obstacle both to the acceptance and to the promulgation of truth is the fact that it involves inconvenience and reproach. This is the only argument against the truth which its advocates have never been able to refute. But this does not deter the true followers of Christ. These do not wait for truth to become popular. Being convinced of their duty, they deliberately accept the cross, with the apostle Paul counting that "our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;" with one of old, "esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt." 2 Corinthians 4:17; Hebrews 11:26.  {GC 460.1}


Have you found that witnessing the truth pertaining to the Sabbath, does cause inconvenience and reproach? Does your family, friends or any person to whom you are witnessing, hold you in high regard and warmly embrace the truth you are giving them? Don’t you find that they would prefer that you shift your conversation to something more acceptable by the world? Why is that? After all the truth we witness is God’s pure word and can help this person find their way to unlocking the storehouse of other eternal life saving truths from God’s word. The reason is simple. They have long held a policy of avoiding controversy and may be one of the many that do not like to discuss religion or politics. The majority are uncomfortable with the unfamiliar. If it involves change, if it is going to cause personal discomfort, if it is going to go against a long held belief and practice, and if it is contrary to what the majority say, think and do, then you can better understand why your message will most likely be rejected and that person may believe that it would be better not to be as close as they may have been. This type of people are described in Isaiah 30:9, 10 “That this [is] a rebellious people, lying children, children [that] will not hear the law of the LORD: Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits:” And the compromising unfaithful shepherds comply with their wishes.
The messenger of the Lord goes on to say:

     Whatever may be their profession, it is only those who are world servers at heart that act from policy rather than principle in religious things. We should choose the right because it is right, and leave consequences with God. To men of principle, faith, and daring, the world is indebted for its great reforms. By such men the work of reform for this time must be carried forward.”  {GC 460.2}

If we are guilty of one thing more than another, it would be lacking the courage to witness the precious truths that the Father in heaven has been so generous to give this church. Are we ashamed of the message? No of course not. Then what is our problem? Think about this if you will. If those we love the most, who may be in a Babylonian Sunday keeping church, are fully aware of the fact that we are Sabbath-keeping Christians; if we show neither urgency or alarm for their eternal welfare by sounding the alarm as to their true condition, then they will be lost and they will come up in the second resurrection and they will be destroyed in the lake of fire. Where is the love for these people we say we love if we remain silent?  
I believe that the 58th chapter of Isaiah is a final generation commission of the Lord to His remnant people. God warns us through Ezekiel, “…if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand.” If we are guilty of failing to warn the deceived; does that sound like you are in a saved condition? You may say that our message is strong and I want to keep peace in the family. Was our message strong enough for you to see that it is the pure word of God that you embraced and you came out of Babylon, but for some strange reason, it will disrupt the peace in the family? 
Let me ask you this and it pertains to the words of Jesus Himself. Did He come to send peace? Matthew 10:34, “Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword.” But Jesus you don’t understand, my children and grandchildren are near and dear to me. I don’t want hard feelings. Jesus goes on to say in verses 35, 36, “For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.  And a man's foes [shall be] they of his own household. 

Listen, the sword that Jesus came to send is the pure word of truth. It is double edged because it cuts both ways. Truth does that. Does it sound like truth will bring peace to a world loving heart? Not at all for the scripture says in Proverbs 13:15, “… the way of transgressors [is] hard.” But to those who embrace the truth the scripture says in Psalm 119:165, “Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them.”
Those who reject truth will harden their hearts and search for easy religion, but the way of peace will be ever out of their reach.
No let me ask you this in light of what Jesus said. Can you look at your loved ones: parents, brothers, sisters, children, grandchildren and not warn them? Be sure of this, that every time you are silent in their presence regarding eternal life saving Bible truth, your opportunities for an effective witness to the ones you love most are slowly evaporating. They will not see you as really strong in you new found faith; if it is something you don’t want to share. Why is it easier to share with strangers? It is because there is no emotional connection. Do not think for one moment that if you do not witness to family or friend, that somehow God will make an exception, and allow them entrance to heaven through ignorance. That would be delusionary, for this generation is without excuse before God. They have both the time and the resources; however if the love of the world is a stronger pull, they will not investigate. You may be the only igniter that they may know this side of the grave.
Let us get back to Isaiah, the 58th chapter and the first verse. “Cry aloud and spare not…” Stop right there. Does that verse say whisper and spare not? Does it read say nothing and spare not? No it reads “Cry aloud and spare not.” Did you ever go to a restaurant with the idea of having a nice peaceful meal, and the whole time you are there, a baby is crying aloud and sparing not? You seem to wonder, how is it that something so small can be so loud? You even begin to wonder, why did those parents have to choose this restaurant? Especially at this time? But then you remember that that little baby is the freshest thing from the hand of God, as you quietly disconnect your hearing aids. PTL.
Like the little baby, we must cry aloud for we have truth on our side and like the little baby we must spare not, for everyone within our sphere of influence has a soul to win or lose.

“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet…” It does not say lift up your thoughts, it says lift up your voice like a trumpet. If your vocal cords, which are the work of Creative Genius, were for some reason incapable of function, that may be a valid excuse. But an on fire Christian would find another way to witness if they were so afflicted. What’s our excuse? “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet…” The trumpet is the most shrill, the most piercing of instruments, and we are to lift up our voices like a trumpet. Our voices are to penetrate hearts that have been closed to truth. When Jesus comes as described in 1 Thessalonians 4:16, “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:” The voice of Christ and the trumpet of God will wake up the dead in the ground world-wide. And so the voice of God’s people today are to cry aloud and spare not, and to wake up those who are spiritually dead.
“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgression…” Stop right there. Who are the “my people,” the Holy Spirit inspired Isaiah is speaking of here? Since this chapter of Isaiah is an end time chapter, we need to find this “my People” in an end-time prophecy. Revelation 18:1, “And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory.  Let’s pause a minute. We know that when the Holy Spirit latter rain is poured out, that the three angel’s messages will be preached with great power throughout the world; but here in Revelation we see a fourth angel joining them.

  18:2  And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.  Let’s pause another minute. He saying that Babylon, Spiritual Babylon is fallen is fallen. And look, it says he cried mightily. This part is a repeat of the 2nd angel’s message in Rev. 14:8 which reads “And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” This was first preached in 1844 and it says saying, “…saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen…” The fourth angel repeats the message, but this angel is not just saying, rather “…he cried mightily with a strong voice…”
  18:3   For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies.” The wine here mentioned is the false doctrines that the apostate Christian church which evolved into the corrupted Roman Catholic Church, has espoused for more than fifteen centuries and from her the daughters which carry on her traditional heresies presenting them as truth. She has shamelessly transferred the solemnity of the changeless Sabbath to the first working day Sunday, the Pagan day of worship. She has taught the false doctrine that man is immortal and goes to heaven or hell at death. She has taught that hell fire is never ending and that the wicked who lived but a few years, will endure the tormenting flames as long as God lives; also teaching a false doctrine of Christ’s coming and the millennial period. Yes heresy on top of heresy until it can bear no other description but the wine of Babylon, and all the Sunday churches today stand guilty before God. Alright, who are the “my people” in Isaiah 58:1?
Revelation 18:4 “And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.”  It is none other than the deceived Christians in the churches of Babylon. Many Roman Catholics, many Baptists and Lutherans and Methodists and Presbyterians and Pentecostals and Episcopalians and many others from other churches of Babylon, who will respond and join God’s Remnant Seventh-day Adventist faithful. They will embrace the real truth of God’s Word.
Back to Isaiah 58:1, “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgression, …” What is the common transgression of God’s people in the Sunday keeping churches? It is Sabbath-breaking. When they hear the truth and see it for their soul’s sake, they will come out.

Finishing verse 1, “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.” 
Who then is the house of Jacob that is sinning in the end time? Turn to Micah 3:8, 9. “But truly I am full of power by the spirit of the LORD, and of judgment, and of might, to declare unto Jacob his transgression, and to Israel his sin. Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of the house of Jacob, and princes of the house of Israel, that abhor judgment, and pervert all equity.” The house of Jacob and the house of Israel is God’s church and the heads and princes are the leadership. What is given here is an apostasy brought on to God’s church by the leadership. It was true then. It is true today. 

Revelation 3:14-19 describes the deplorable condition of the Laodicean church, God’s final church from 1844 till the second coming, as wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked, while in its own eyes it sees itself as rich and increased with goods and in need of nothing. What is worse than the self righteous Pharisee who cannot recognize his pitiful condition? So is the structure of God’s last church. A mighty movement of God decimated by the assaults of Satan, but unable to destroy the faithful remnant.
I don’t want to talk any further on the house of Jacob, rather I wish to deal with the sins of “my people” in verse 1. First let us see what the pioneers of this movement were to do in verse 12. “And [they that shall be] of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in.” The Papacy was the governing body of the church that changed the Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday in the fourth century after Christ, thereby causing the breach in God’s law. God showed His remnant people this breach and they repaired the breach by instituting the Sabbath to its honored place in the worship of God. Not all Adventists embraced the change, but those that did became the first Seventh-day Adventists. And they were to be “The restorer of paths to dwell in.” They were to learn and teach the Sanctuary message which was so important in the understanding of the atonement. They were to teach a health message that would restore one’s physical body to health, thereby clearing the mind for spiritual things.
Isaiah 58:13, “If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, [from] doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking [thine own] words:”

God’s people were not only to show those who were ignorant of the truth of the fourth commandment, but they were to educate them on what it means in Exodus 20:8 to, “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.” To keep the Sabbath holy, we must first teach the duration of the Sabbath, that being from sunset to sunset. Leviticus 23:32 “…from even unto even, shall ye celebrate your sabbath…”  

Then God’s people are to show what is commanded by God in the keeping of the Sabbath. Again Isaiah 58:13, “If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, [from] doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking [thine own] words:”
God is saying, get your foot off My holy day and stop trampling it with your worldly pursuits. From “…doing thy pleasure on my holy day; …” In other words turn off the TV, stop with the theater, stay out of the malls and the sports palaces on My holy day. God said very clearly in 1 John 2:15   “Love not the world, neither the things [that are] in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.”  This needs to be read with your understanding. Love of the world is a separator in that God is not in those that have such a love. He goes on in verse 16:

  2:16 “For all that [is] in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.” Every single sin can be traced to one or a combination of those three things.

Again Isaiah 58:13, “If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, [from] doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking [thine own] words:” This is God’s instruction on what true Sabbath-keeping is really all about. It is a 24 hour appointment with God to keep His day holy. Twice He commands no pleasure seeking on the Sabbath. But let us carefully notice that it says nor speaking [thine own] words. We who profess to be Sabbath-keepers, drive God’s Spirit from us and become Sabbath-breakers on these last 5 words alone. A cessation of worldly work and worldly words is required on Sabbath on the authority of God’s word in verse 13.

When we leave the church on Sabbath, where does our focus go? The Sabbath should uplift Christ from sunset on the sixth day until sunset on the seventh day. We do not study God’s Word or the testimony of Jesus, the Spirit of Prophecy as we should. Where is our earnestness? Where is our preparation for what is about to come upon this world as an overwhelming surprise.

The last quote today is from Education, p. 57, “The greatest want of the world is the want of men,--men who will not be bought or sold; men who in their inmost souls are true and honest; men who do not fear to call sin by its right name; men whose conscience is as true to duty as the needle to the pole; men who will stand for the right though the heavens fall.”--Education, p. 57. (1903)  {CM 54.4}

This is my last comment on this topic today. More than anyone else, we must cry aloud and spare not, and to our own selves first.

Shall we pray?...  
