“Preparing for the Final Crisis - Part 5” 

Sabbath January 15, 2005

Today’s sermon,  “Preparing for the Final Crisis - Part 5”
Today’s sermon is one that I believe is the most important one to date, in this series of “Preparing for the Final Crisis.” It is one that Satan would prefer not to be preached, as it will expose how he has been manipulating our Christian lives. He may even attempt to cause interruption. If there be such, I would ask that necessary steps be taken immediately to settle any such disturbance. And by the way church, from time to time I see people talking during the sermon. If God’s word is being presented from the pulpit, please tell me how it is possible that you can be talking and listening with your understanding, at the same time. To do so is irreverence and is an insult to God. We’re not here to play church and in this late hour we need the presence of the Holy Spirit now, more than ever, so I ask that those who can kneel with me, as we pray, Heavenly Father…
My dear brothers and sisters in Jesus, last week I asked that, in the light of the disasters that have come upon this earth, in rapid succession, where death comes without a moment’s notice, who can say they are ready to meet Jesus, if either their life were to be taken today, or Jesus would come today. Only one person raised their hand.

Allow me to ask you, why you didn’t raise your hand? I was not asking anyone to stand and declare, “I am saved,” as we have counsel not to make such declarations. In fact I quote that counsel from 1SM page 314, “We are never to rest in a satisfied condition, and cease to make advancement, saying, "I am saved." When this idea is entertained, the motives for watchfulness, for prayers, for earnest endeavor to press onward to higher attainments, cease to exist. No sanctified tongue will be found uttering these words till Christ shall come, and we enter in through the gates into the city of God. Then, with the utmost propriety, we may give glory to God and to the Lamb for eternal deliverance. As long as man is full of weakness--for of himself he cannot save his soul--he should never dare to say, "I am saved." {1SM 314.2} To which I say AMEN!

So my brothers and sisters, my question was not who can declare they are saved, my question was who is ready to meet Jesus? There is a big difference as we are to be in a constant state of readiness. The answer is wrapped in love. Jesus said, “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” John 14:15 

Your attitude would be a preference for death, than to break one commandment in the minutest detail. Your prayer life would be constant, your study time would keep increasing. Your love for the Savior and all He has done for you, would cause so great an anxiety in your soul to meet Jesus, that when a question such as, “Are you ready to meet Jesus?” It would cause an immediate positive response with no hesitation. It should be the constant longing of the soul. Yes I’m ready to meet Jesus, even so, come Lord Jesus. Watchfulness, prayer, and earnest endeavor to press onward to higher attainments should be the constant in our lives. When we are 100% in those three areas, we can say Yes I’m ready to meet Jesus.

But one hand went up. That leads me to conclude that the majority here last week are hoping they are ready to meet Jesus. Jesus’ coming again is the precious hope we all have, but to hope we are ready is an admission that we are not watching for Jesus, our focus is elsewhere, it’s saying our prayer life is lacking, our study time is not what it should be and our earnest endeavor to press onward to higher attainments is not a priority. We cannot hope to be ready. We must be ready. And so this week we will tackle the problem, search the scriptures and search within ourselves as to why we hope we are ready, when we should know that we are ready to meet Jesus.

Let me suggest, and I’m preaching to myself as well, I do not stand up here with any holier than thou attitude, as I need introspection of my own life as well. Let me suggest that there are areas in our lives where we know, by conviction that we are not living up to all the light we have. Is there an Amen? That’s honesty.

This is serious business. We’re in the final days that Jesus described as the days of Noah and we’re not getting a second chance when probation ends. With God giving us warning after warning to get ready, how could we possibly trifle with His mercy, and put off the earnest zeal in our preparation? Why are we not warning precious souls and showing them with personal Bible study? How could we think that these wasted moments can be retrieved and made right? 

This past Tuesday night, after reporting on the mudslides in California, the news anchor was recounting the rapid frequency of natural disasters, both here and abroad, then asked the question, “What’s wrong with our planet?” He was stating that areas around the world are having records broken with the disturbances in weather. Three volcanoes in South America have come to life at the same time. Unheard of. They even showed how the Tsunami waves have reached the shores of every nation in the world having a coastline. Of course to most it was no longer of a magnitude that posed any threat. Still the warning is given worldwide, get ready, get ready, get ready.

Some among the ranks of our brethren, may make light of the visitation of an angel named Jonathan, to a Buddhist nun in the fall of 2000, with a prophecy of a great event to be suffered by the United States in 2005, followed by the National Sunday law, but I see it as a wake up call to our denomination. What gives it credibility is the fact that it was given to a heathen worshipper. Why do you think the visitation was given to a non-Christian who knew nothing about Christianity, Seventh-day Adventism, the Sabbath or a National Sunday law. Why? Because, a Christian would have been easier to ridicule. What a great God we serve.

When this great event happens, whether it be natural or a man made occurrence, the time to prepare will be almost used up. Do you know what the three angels messages are? Do you know where to find them in the Bible? Can you give an intelligent Bible study on the Sabbath? Do you understand the earthly sanctuary and how it reveals the plan of salvation? If you don’t know these things, how do you expect to be used by God when the latter rain is poured out? This is serious and I’m talking to the young people in this church as well. These things are present truth and will be the everlasting gospel that will be preached by the prepared. If you don’t know these things, may I ask what is more important to occupy your spare time than learning them? Brothers and sisters, the latter rain is not going to put things in your mind that are not already there. If it’s not there, you will be bypassed. 

I read the following from the Testimony of Jesus, 6T page 408. “The restraining Spirit of God is even now being withdrawn from the world. Hurricanes, storms, tempests, fire and flood, disasters by sea and land, follow each other in quick succession. Science seeks to explain all these. The signs thickening around us, telling of the near approach of the Son of God, are attributed to any other than the true cause. Men cannot discern the sentinel angels restraining the four winds that they shall not blow until the servants of God are sealed; but when God shall bid His angels loose the winds, there will be such a scene of strife as no pen can picture. 

Are you listening? Continuing,                                               -

“To those who are indifferent at this time Christ's warning is: "Because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of My mouth." Revelation 3:16. The figure of spewing out of His mouth means that He cannot offer up your prayers or your expressions of love to God. He cannot endorse your teaching of His word or your spiritual work in anywise. He cannot present your religious exercises with the request that grace be given you.” 

Have mercy Lord, it continues,

“Could the curtain be rolled back, could you discern the purposes of God and the judgments that are about to fall upon a doomed world, could you see your own attitude, you would fear and tremble for your own souls and for the souls of your fellow men. Earnest prayers of heart-rending anguish would go up to heaven. You would weep between the porch and the altar, confessing your spiritual blindness and backsliding.  {6T 408.3}

Were Jesus to knock on your door, while you were in your “spare time,” would He find you doing anything other than making preparation through the study of God’s word or earnest prayer? You say, well we have to relax and enjoy some of our spare time. Then let me ask you this, is there anything you do in your spare time, whether it be saying, thinking, doing, viewing or reading, that you would never do in the presence of Jesus? Is there anything you now watch on television, that you would be uncomfortable with if Jesus were seated next to you? If so then let me say this dear brother or sister, everything you say, think, view, do or read is done in the presence of heavenly beings, and it is all faithfully recorded and ends up in the presence of Jesus in the judgment. He then must decide if you are safe to save, based on your record. If we are hoping that we will be ready to meet Jesus, then I believe changes must happen now. How many Bible studies, could you report to Jesus, that you have given this past week? You say I can’t find anybody to study with. Then pray for God to bring that person to you. Ask them if they would like to study with you. We will supply the Amazing Facts folders. It’s not difficult. Excuses are unacceptable in the judment.

Now here is a scripture that was written for the Seventh-day Adventist Church for our very day, today. 1 Peter 2:9. My brother read it earlier. I’ll wait for everyone to turn there, everyone including our young people who can read. 1 Peter 2:9. “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:” 

We are at the end of the final generation. God wants us to be royal priests, ambassadors of heaven, holy people, peculiar people to the world, but not to God, loving the marvelous, light and praising Him for delivering us out of darkness, the darkness that the world loves. 

Which has a greater attraction for you, the light or the darkness. Young people, the things of this world are many and have, no doubt, caught your focus. But I say to you, that all the attraction is but a veneer, that Satan puts as a lure for your soul. What does Jesus say to our young people? What does Jesus say to all of us in this church?

Jesus said through John, in 1 John 2:15-17. Everyone please turn there now. “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.”   

Jesus makes the road to destruction and the road to salvation clear. Love not the world. In these 4 words, where do you find the exception Jesus has apparently made for Seventh-day Adventists? I don’t see it. Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. Do you find any exceptions for us? Why do we think this doesn’t apply to us?

For all that is in the world, outside of necessities, did Jesus say that for some things that are in the world? No, He says all that is in the world. Any exceptions there? No. 

For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh. God made us sexual beings. Is it wrong to have sexual thoughts? Not if it is in the parameters of a marriage between a man and a woman. The lust of the flesh, Jesus refers to, is that which occurs in the unsanctified carnal mind. You might say I have been baptized, but I still have these thoughts. To that I say that Satan can put the evil thought into the mind, but it is not sin, if you dismiss it immediately. An evil thought only becomes sin when you allow thoughts of evil to grow from them. It’s when you hatch the thoughts in your head. It is impossible to have evil thoughts and righteous thoughts at the same time. Immediately switch gears when the thought pops in. And don’t go in the way of temptation. TV, theater and the Internet, is the playground of the lost, when those things view appeal to the carnal heart. If your desire is to look at these things then I suggest earnest, wrestling prayer until deliverance from such desire comes to you.

The lust of the eyes. Its needs and wants that is addressed here. In the area of needs, Jesus says in Matthew 6:33 “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” However, the lust of the eyes is most often our wants. Things we want, but could certainly do without. But Jesus tells us what our wants, need to be. Seeking His righteousness. We both want and need His righteousness. How do we find it? Watchfulness, prayer, and earnest endeavor to press onward to higher attainments.
The pride of life. Pride is probably the most dangerous of all the Luciferian characteristics, as it is the most difficult for a Christian to overcome. Pride destroys, it gives the bearer false security and it leads others to a meaningless admiration. Can anyone afflicted with the disease of pride overcome? It takes nothing less than 100% surrender and a total emptying of self. If one shred of self remains, there is no room for Jesus. How can I overcome foolish pride? At the foot of the cross. Phil. 4:13 says, “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” “I can do how many things? All things through Christ. Are you sure that doesn’t say, I can do some things? All things through Christ. Then why do we live like we can only do some things? If you have known or perceived sin in your life, do you really want to hold on to it?

For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 

If any one of these things is something that we struggle with, then we indeed love the world, and as it says, If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. Do we have hope of eternal life when the love of the Father is not in us? Not according to the words of Jesus. Is such a case hopeless? Only if we choose not to let go. 

Did Jesus tell the woman caught in adultery to go and taper off her sin? No, He said go and sin no more. What is it that we struggle with? Esau sold his birthright to Jacob for a bowl of soup because he was hungry? What is the sin in our life that is more important, and seems to carry more weight than what God wants us to have? What ever it is, heaven makes available, all the power to be an overcomer. If it is in the area of diet and health reform, heaven makes available, all the power to be an overcomer. If it is in the area of the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, heaven makes available, all the power to be an overcomer.

We need to dig deeper now. Matthew 16:24 “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.”  The scripture says, “Then said Jesus unto his disciples.” Was He talking to you? If you are a sincere seeker of truth, if you have enlisted in the army of heaven, if you are a true follower of Jesus, you are a disciple and His words are for you. “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man (this is in the generic sense, any man woman or child is what is meant) If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, (What? You mean following Jesus calls for denial of self?) Surely this means about a 10%, 25% or maybe a 50% denial of self. What % denial of self is Jesus speaking here? Yes 100%. Do you still want to be a Christian? “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.” Taking up ones cross implies suffering. 

I read you this from the Spirit of Prophecy, the testimony of Jesus, 2T page 490.

“I present before you the life of self-denial, humility, and sacrifice of our divine Lord. The Majesty of heaven, the King of glory, left His riches, His splendor, His honor and glory, and, in order to save sinful man, condescended to a life of humility, poverty, and shame; "who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame." 

Oh, why are we so sensitive to trial and reproach, to shame and suffering, when our Lord has given us such an example? Who would wish to enter into the joy of their Lord while they were unwilling to partake of His sufferings? What! the servant unwilling to bear the humility and shame and reproach which the Master bore unselfishly for him! the servant shrinking from a life of humility and sacrifice which is for his own eternal happiness, by which he may finally obtain an exceedingly great, an eternal reward! The language of my heart is: Let me be a partaker with Christ of His sufferings, that I may finally share with Him the glory.  {2T 490.2}

Turn to Mark 8:34-38   “And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it. For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”  

{5T 214.2} “Not one of us will ever receive the seal of God while our characters have one spot or stain upon them. It is left with us to remedy the defects in our characters, to cleanse the soul temple of every defilement. Then the latter rain will fall upon us as the early rain fell upon the disciples on the Day of Pentecost.”
“Confusion fills the world, and a great terror is soon to come upon human beings. The end is very near. God's people should be preparing for what is to break upon the world as an overwhelming surprise. Our time is precious. We have but a few, a very few, days of probation in which to make ready for the future, immortal life.  {CG 555.3}

1 Peter 5:8   “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:” Satan does’nt care about those in the Seventh-day Adventist church who are nominal, indifferent, complacent and world loving. 

GC 338 says, “When the professed people of God are uniting with the world, living as they live, and joining with them in forbidden pleasures; when the luxury of the world becomes the luxury of the church; when the marriage bells are chiming, and all are looking forward to many years of worldly prosperity--then, suddenly as the lightning flashes from the heavens, will come the end of their bright visions and delusive hopes.”  {GC 338.2}

"The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much." James 5:16.     "The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are open unto their cry;" but "the face of the Lord is against them that do evil." Psalm 34:15, 16

We do have the blessed hope that Jesus is indeed coming soon? How is it with you? Are you ready to meet Jesus? Are there changes that you need to make? Are you ready to meet Jesus?
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