1/17/10 – 3SH - “What Must I Do to be Saved? Or What Shall I Do to Inherit Eternal Life? Part 3
Victory Ministries International presents:

Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts  

Treasures of awesome truths from God’s Word 

and facts that affect you!

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

Today’s subject – What Must I Do to be Saved? Or What Shall I Do to Inherit Eternal Life? Part 3
Before we begin, let us seek God’s guidance, Heavenly Father as we continue on this most important subject regarding “What Must I Do to be Saved?” guide us we pray into a correct understanding in Jesus name, Amen.

Right now I continue to keep my pledge, to cry aloud and spare not, to lift up my voice like a trumpet and show God’s people where they are transgressing God’s Law.

Last week we discussed two very important steps one must take in order to be saved, repentance and confession. You may say Pastor Vaughn, we are saved by grace through faith. And my answer is definitely yes, we are saved by the grace of God through faith in what Jesus did for us to make eternal life possible and that is the basis of salvation. But there are conditions to salvation as well. Let me ask you this, can I be saved if I do not repent of my sins? Of course I cannot. Can I be saved if I do not confess my sins? No, no I can’t. I must both repent and confess. Now let’s move on to the third step.

Having been drawn by the Holy Spirit to Christ and sensing the need for Christ to be in control of one’s life, leading to repentance and confession, the next step is:

CONSECRATION
Jeremiah 29:13, God's promise is, "Ye shall seek Me, and find Me, when ye shall search for Me with all your heart." 

     The whole heart must be yielded to God, or the change can never be wrought in us by which we are to be restored to His likeness. By nature we are alienated from God. The Holy Spirit describes our condition in such words as these: "Dead in trespasses and sins;" Ephesians 2:1;  "the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint;" "no soundness in it." Isaiah 1:5, 6; We are held fast in the snare of Satan, "taken captive by him at his will." 2 Timothy 2:26. God desires to heal us, to set us free. But since this requires an entire transformation, a renewing of our whole nature, we must yield ourselves wholly to Him.  

     The warfare against self is the greatest battle that was ever fought. The yielding of self, surrendering all to the will of God, requires a struggle; but the soul must submit to God before it can be renewed in holiness.   

Whatever shall draw away the heart from God must be given up. Mammon is the idol of many. The love of money, the desire for wealth, is the golden chain that binds them to Satan. Reputation and worldly honor are worshiped by another class. The life of selfish ease and freedom from responsibility is the idol of others. But these slavish bands must be broken. We cannot be half the Lord's and half the worlds. We are not God's children unless we are such entirely.  

     There are those who profess to serve God, while they rely upon their own efforts to obey His law, to form a right character, and secure salvation. Their hearts are not moved by any deep sense of the love of Christ, but they seek to perform the duties of the Christian life as that which God requires of them in order to gain heaven. Such religion is worth nothing. When Christ dwells in the heart, the soul will be so filled with His love, with the joy of communion with Him, that it will cleave to Him; and in the contemplation of Him, self will be forgotten. Love to Christ will be the spring of action. Those who feel the constraining love of God, do not ask how little may be given to meet the requirements of God; they do not ask for the lowest standard, but aim at perfect conformity to the will of their Redeemer. With earnest desire they yield all and manifest an interest proportionate to the value of the object which they seek. A profession of Christ without this deep love is mere talk, dry formality, and heavy drudgery.  

But what do we give up, when we give all? A sin-polluted heart, for Jesus to purify, to cleanse by His own blood, and to save by His matchless love. And yet men think it hard to give up all! God does not require us to give up anything that it is for our best interest to retain.

Man is doing the greatest injury and injustice to his own soul when he thinks and acts contrary to the will of God. No real joy can be found in the path forbidden by Him who knows what is best and who plans for the good of His creatures. The path of transgression is the path of misery and destruction.  

The divine requirements call upon us to shun those indulgences that would bring suffering and disappointment, that would close to us the door of happiness and heaven.

Many are inquiring, "How am I to make the surrender of myself to God?" You desire to give yourself to Him, but you are weak in moral power, in slavery to doubt, and controlled by the habits of your life of sin. Your promises and resolutions are like ropes of sand. You cannot control your thoughts, your impulses, or your affections. The knowledge of your broken promises and forfeited pledges weakens your confidence in your own sincerity, and causes you to feel that God cannot accept you; but you need not despair. What you need to understand is the true force of the will. This is the governing power in the nature of man, the power of decision, or of choice. Everything depends on the right action of the will. The power of choice God has given to men; it is theirs to exercise. You cannot change your heart, you cannot of yourself give to God its affections; but you can choose to serve Him. You can give Him your will; He will then work in you to will and to do according to His good pleasure. Thus your whole nature will be brought under the control of the Spirit of Christ; your affections will be centered upon Him, your thoughts will be in harmony with Him.

By yielding up your will to Christ, you ally yourself with the power that is above all principalities and powers. You will have strength from above to hold you steadfast, and thus through constant surrender to God you will be enabled to live the new life, even the life of faith.

When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind becomes one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to Him; we live His life.

Yours will be the statement of David Psalm 40:8 “I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.” 

The next step is:
FAITH AND ACCEPTANCE

As your conscience has been quickened by the Holy Spirit, you have seen something of the evil of sin, of its power, its guilt, its woe; and you look upon it with abhorrence. You feel that sin has separated you from God and that you are in bondage to the power of evil. The more you struggle to escape, the more you realize your helplessness. Your motives are impure; your heart is unclean. You see that your life has been filled with selfishness and sin. You long to be forgiven, to be cleansed, to be set free. Harmony with God, likeness to Him--what can you do to obtain it?

It is peace that you need--Heaven's forgiveness and peace and love in the soul. Money cannot buy it, intellect cannot procure it, wisdom cannot attain to it; you can never hope, by your own efforts, to secure it. But God offers it to you as a gift, "without money and without price." Isaiah 55:1. It is yours if you will but reach out your hand and grasp it. The Lord says in Isaiah 1:18, "Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." And in Ezekiel 36:26, "A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you." 

Let’s review where you are on the road to salvation. You came to that place where you felt the need of a Savior. You had a deep heartfelt repentance and confessed your sins. By choice you choose to follow Jesus all the way. Now we come to the point where many fail. We must believe that He has done what He has promised He would do; that being that He has washed away my sins and that He has given me a new heart.

This is the lesson which Jesus taught while He was on earth, that the gift which God promises us, we must believe we do receive, and it is ours. Jesus healed the people of their diseases when they had faith in His power; He helped them in the things which they could see, thus inspiring them with confidence in Him concerning things which they could not see--leading them to believe in His power to forgive sins. This He plainly stated in the healing of the man sick with palsy found in Matthew 9:6. "That ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith He to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house." Matthew 9:6. So also John the evangelist says, in John 20:31, speaking of the miracles of Christ, "These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through His name." 

Once again, it seems we just get started and the clock says it’s time to wrap it up for this week. We will continue with part 4 of “What Must I Do to be Saved? Or What Shall I Do to Inherit Eternal Life?” next week at this same time.

Friends, In Revelation 22:14 it says, “Blessed [are] they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.” It did not say blessed are they that hear His commandments, it says blessed are they that DO His commandments. That is doing God’s law. Psalms 119:165 says, “Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them.” God’s seventh day Sabbath is part of God’s Law and He’s calling His true people back to keeping it in this final generation on planet earth. We will be keeping the seventh day Sabbath in heaven and through all eternity, why not start keeping it this coming Saturday and experience that great peace that commandment keepers enjoy. Come to the Victory Everlasting Gospel Church located at 139 Country Lane, about one mile down from the Cracker Barrel on the right. Sabbath School starts at 9:45 and the worship hour begins at 11 a.m.

This coming April, world renown evangelist Ray DeCarlo will be coming to South Hill to present an informative series at the Days Inn Conference Center. We will keep you updated on those meetings in the weeks to come.

Until next week, Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.” 

Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
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