Mecklenburg Correctional Center – Building 2 (Red) Room1212

Lesson Handout – January 20, 2007              

The Mark of the Beast
Today we will clearly identify the mark of the beast from the boasts of the beast herself. It must be repeated, that all we have studied is from the Bible, the Word of God Himself. The prophecies are His and are recorded by His servants the prophets. All the proofs we use to establish Biblical fact are directly from the King James Version. So please understand, there is no attack on any individuals of any denomination. 

God has never condoned disobedience, however, disobedience runs rampant in the Christian world today, along with many man made doctrines that are contrary to God's Word and Will, and are at the root of the worldwide Christian apostasy. 

In the three weeks prior to last week, we learned clearly from God’s inspired Word, that the little horn power in Daniel 7, is the same first beast power of Revelation 13, and that is the anti-Christ governing power of the Roman Catholic Church, the Papacy. The prophecies we have been studying are meant to open up your understanding to the displeasure that God has in the religious systems of today, and what will happen in the near future, as well as His expressed will for your life.
Last week we learned that there are two marks that will affect everyone living on the planet, when a particular law is passed in the US Congress. One of those marks, called the mark of the beast, we will study tonight. No one has that mark yet. We studied God’s mark last week and that is a seal that we can receive now. God’s seal of course is found within the fourth commandment of the Ten Commandments, and it is that seal that makes His law official and legal. No one is forced to keep His commandments, and no one will be saved by keeping His commandments, for that will be legalism. But God’s people of the last days will be keeping them because they love God and do not wish to live contrary to His will.  


Now God's truth is likened to a two edged sword. It cuts both ways. We have one of two choices to make. We can accept and follow God's Word and receive His seal in our foreheads, where our belief system is established, or we can reject it and harden our hearts. We are held accountable for the truth we have learned. If you have discovered new truths in these studies, no matter what the sacrifice, Jesus would have us to follow and uphold His truth. With that said, let us now begin this most important Bible study on the mark of the beast..

We have seen how God’s word clearly identified the little horn power in Daniel chapter 7 and the beast power of Revelation chapter 13, as Papal Rome. In both cases there were 9 identifying points, which could fit no other power in history on earth, but the political/religious government of Papal Rome.  
The MOST fearful, awesome and shocking language in the book of Revelation, and for our generation, is used in connection with receiving the MARK of the BEAST. To read how GOD describes the punishment for those who receive the Mark of the Beast, we will now read Revelation 14: 9-11. “And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.” 
Notice the following words from "The Catholic Record" of London, Ontario, Canada, September 1, 1923. "Sunday is our MARK of authority....the church is above the Bible, and this transference of Sabbath observance is proof of that."

What is the mark that Papal Rome has set its government against the God of Creation? Listen closely, your eternal life can hang on how you receive the evidence. We begin with the following questions and answers from page 50 of Peter Geiemann's "Converts Catechism of Catholic Doctrine."

Question. "What is the third commandment?"
Answer. "The third commandment is” Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath Day."

Note- We know the Sabbath commandment is the fourth commandment, but we have studied that the Bishops at Rome in the 4th century, removed the second commandment forbidding worship of idols so as to appease the pagans, they moved the remaining commandments up one notch, and split the last commandment into two commandments. Continuing on page 50:

Question. "Which is the Sabbath day?"
Answer. "Saturday is the Sabbath day."


 Question. "What is the third commandment?"
Answer. "The third commandment is” Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath Day."
Note- We know the Sabbath commandment is the fourth commandment, but we have studied that the Bishops at Rome in the 4th century, removed the second commandment forbidding worship of idols so as to appease the pagans, they moved the remaining commandments up one notch, and split the last commandment into two commandments. Continuing on page 50:

Question. "Which is the Sabbath day?"
Answer. "Saturday is the Sabbath day."


Question. "Why do we observe Sunday instead of Saturday?"
Answer. "We observe Sunday instead of Saturday because the Catholic Church transferred the solemnity from Saturday to Sunday."

Now there was a man who read the above and was dumbfounded. He sent a letter to James Cardinal Gibbons of Baltimore, MD, inquiring if the Catholic Church did indeed change the Sabbath. The Cardinal replied, "Of course the Catholic Church claims that the change was her act. And the act is a MARK of her ecclesiastical power and authority in religious matters." 


And this from "A Doctrinal Catechism" by Stephen Keenan:
Question. Have you any other way of proving that the church has power to institute festivals of precept?
Answer. Had she not such power, she could not have done that in which all modern religionists agree with her, she could not have substituted the observance of Sunday the first day of the week, for the observance of Saturday, the seventh day, a change for which there is no Scriptural authority."


So you see - The Papacy claims it changed the day of worship from Saturday to Sunday. It claims that Sunday-keeping is its mark of authority and power. God's mark or sign of power is the Sabbath and Sabbath-keeping. The beast's sign or mark of power is Sunday and Sunday-keeping. Now this subject may cut across something you have loved from childhood. So read the loving words of Jesus in Revelation 1:3 "Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand."

Did the Papacy really change God's fourth commandment Sabbath to Sunday, or only think that they had changed it? Daniel 7:25 answers that question. "And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: "


Note- The message from God is clear, the Papacy only thinks a change has been made. The Sabbath of the fourth commandment is still binding. Sunday, the first day of the week, is not a holy day.  According to the commandment, Sunday is one of the six days we are commanded to work. Exodus 20:9 “Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:” That’s Sunday through Friday.

See what Jesus said about the perpetuity of the law in Matthew 5:18 "For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled."  

What was God's criticism of His ancient priests or pastors? Are today's priests and pastors any different?  Malachi 2:7-9 "For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth: for he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts. But ye are departed out of the way; ye have caused many to stumble at the law; ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith the LORD of hosts. Therefore have I also made you contemptible and base before all the people, according as ye have not kept my ways, but have been partial in the law.” 


My brothers in Christ - God does not change, Malachi 3:6 "For I am the LORD, I change not;"


He still is hurt when religious leaders are partial to the nine commandments and cause people to stumble over His Sabbath commandment. 
How did the people of Hosea's day regard the great things of God's law? Hosea 8:12 "I have written to him the great things of my law, but they were counted as a strange thing.” Things have not changed. If you decide to keep the great holy Sabbath of God's law, people will still consider it a strange thing. 


How do the religious leaders of Ezekiel's day differ from today? God said in Ezekiel's day that the religious leaders were putting no difference between profane and holy things. What specifically did He have in mind? Ezekiel 22:26 "Her priests have violated my law, and have profaned mine holy things: they have put no difference between the holy and profane, neither have they showed difference between the unclean and the clean, and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned among them."
Note-It is still happening today. Many religious leaders say, "There is no difference between Sabbath and Sunday" or they say "Any day will do if you are sincere". But God still says, "Thou hast despised mine holy things, and hast profaned my Sabbaths", Ezekiel 22:8. God will pour out His "indignation" Ezek 22:31 on those who say, "Thus saith the Lord God when the Lord hath not spoken." Ezek 22:28. 


In order for anyone to claim that God says Sunday is a holy day, when God has only ordained the Sabbath day, is a very serious matter, which God cannot overlook. 

 
We are living in the last generation on earth. Satan, the most intelligent created being hates God, he hates God’s Word, he hates God’s law, and he especially hates God’s fourth commandment, the seventh day Sabbath. It was his goal from the fourth century, to get every Christian in the world to worship his counterfeit Pagan sabbath, Sunday. The beast of Revelation 13 received his power from the dragon, Satan, and claims to have changed God’s Sabbath as a Mark of Her Ecclesiastical power, for which she says, there is no scriptural authority.

Friends, I was raised a Methodist, my wife a Catholic. There are many sincere Christians in all denominations. God calls them His people. But the Churches today who are preaching tradition in place of His holy commandment, He calls those churches Babylon, which means confusion. In Revelation 18, God calls His people out of Babylon. These messages are being preached all over the world today, and those who listen are waking up to the truth and the great deceptions Satan has had over God’s people. In Elijah’s day the call was for the children of Israel to choose whom they are going to serve. That same call is going to the Spiritual children of Israel today.

Let us ask the question: “ What did God say about attempts to change His law or His Word in any way?” 

Deuteronomy 4:2,13 "Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you. And he declared unto you his covenant, which he commanded you to perform, even ten commandments; and he wrote them upon two tables of stone." 


If I add to God's word, He counts me a liar. Proverbs 30: 5, 6 "Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him. Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar." 

What is the reward of all liars? Revelation 21:8 "But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death."


 This is serious and not to be taken lightly. Don't trust your eternal salvation to any man. God Himself has spoken in the scriptures on the subject of His Sabbath. Jesus created it on the first week of Creation, Jesus kept it when He walked among men. And Jesus said heaven and earth will sooner pass away than for one tittle of the law to fail. Luke 16:17 "And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail." 

Listen friends, Sunday-keeping is a man made doctrine from the beast of Revelation 13, who got his authority from Satan. 


What does Jesus say about man made doctrines. Matthew 15:8, 9 "This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men." 

Listen carefully to the words of Jesus!  What does Jesus say about one who beaks one of the Ten Commandments or teaches men to do so? Matthew 5:19 "Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven." 


This is one of the most startling things that Jesus ever said. A religious leader who is 90% correct is 100% wrong. Whoever breaks one of God's commandments, and that includes the Sabbath, and teaches men so, shall be called the what? The least in heaven. That means they won’t be there. It's not too late for religious leaders to make an about face and get this issue right with God. There are many Christian churches today who are discovering the truth about God’s seventh day Sabbath and they are now obeying God and not man.


God's word has established that the beast power of Revelation 13 is the Papacy. The change of Sabbath to Sunday is a MARK of her power. Now we need to explore how the mark is received. 

Where is the beast's mark placed on people? Revelation 13:16 "And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads:" 


That mark is not literal. Remember, we are dealing with symbols. The forehead represents the mind with which we serve God, Romans 7:25 "I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; " It is the forehead, the frontal lobes, where ones belief system is established.


And the hand is a symbol of work. Ecclesiastes 9:10 "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest." 

Those whose belief system accepts Sunday observance willingly, while rejecting God's Sabbath, will receive the Mark of the beast in their forehead. Those who have no religious inclination, but agree to work on God's Sabbath to avoid punishment are marked in the hand. 

Does anyone have the Mark of the Beast right now?  Do people who now observe Sunday as a holy day, have the mark of the beast? Let’s get our answer from Scripture. Revelation 13:16,17 "And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name." 


The answer is NO ONE has the mark of the beast right now. No one receives the mark of the beast until the law forces a person to stop buying and selling unless he has the mark. When a National Sunday law is passed enforcing cessation of work on Sunday and its observance as a holy day, then those who work on God's Sabbath and those who observe Sunday sacredness will be marked with the Mark of the Beast. However, those who keep God's Sabbath in spite of the punishment will receive God's special mark, His seal, which we already discussed  last week.

Sabbath breaking, even today is a serious matter, because it involves sin, 1 John 3:4 "Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law." The Bible definition for sin is breaking any one of God’s commandments.


God reads our innermost thoughts and motives. We are held accountable for what we know. Those who knowingly profane God's holy day now, will lose the ability to think and see clearly and will end up in darkness. John 12:35 "Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth."
Who shall receive God's wrath in the last days? Revelation 14:9,10 "And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:" 

It will be those who receive the mark of the beast. Everyone will have decided for eternity. The beast's mark or God's seal? God's wrath is contained in the seven last plagues. The marking of the two groups will not involve a great deal of time. Once that period has ended, mankind's probation period will end and the seven last plagues will begin. God's grace and mercy will no longer be found. It will be eternally too late to offer any prayer for help. Those who have rejected His gift of salvation, and turned their heads on God's law, can blame no one but themselves for their loss, not their pastors or priests, not even Satan. What more could God have done for them. However the pastors and priests will be held accountable for teaching error.

How does God know and decide who it is that we serve? Romans 6:16 "Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?"  God chooses to save everybody, 1 Timothy 2:3,4 "For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour;  Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth." 

Satan desperately wants everyone to be lost. We choose whom we will serve by whom we obey. When I step under God's Sabbath banner, I have chosen to serve Him. When I, with my eyes wide open, step under the Sunday banner of the beast, God counts me as serving the beast. There will be no middle ground. How does God count me if I am neutral? Matthew 12:30 "He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad."
Believers rejecting God's Sabbath will join the ranks of the unbelievers and receive the Mark of the Beast. Man doesn't say it. God’s inspired Word does! A lot of good professed Christian people will be lost on the matter of obedience to God's Word. Jesus never said if you love Me, feel good. He said in John 14:15, “If you love Me, keep My commandments.”
Heaven will consist of only those that are safe to save. Choose this day whom you will serve. Will you embrace God's Holy Sabbath day, or will you reject His Love Gift to the world? Jesus was the creator and He made the Sabbath. It was Jesus on Mt. Sinai who wrote the commandments on stone. Pick one: Jesus' Sabbath or the Papacy's Sabbath? The Seal of God or the Mark of the Beast? Christ or Satan? You see it is all about who you will worship and which day you will honor.

Next Saturday night, the second beast of Revelation 13 the United States in Prophecy. Apostate Protestantism will set up the image to the beast and the United States congress will pass legislation that will usher in the mark of the beast.
Richard C. Vaughn
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Your friends and relatives can study what you are studying by going 

South Hill, VA 23970 

on the internet and going to: http://www.victorysdachurch.org/prison.html
PAGE  
1

