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Topic: The Sanctuary Part 1; Today’s Subject: “The Longest, Most Amazing Time Prophecy”
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The two prophetic books of Daniel and Revelation are rarely studied by most Christians today. However these two books are so relevant that to ignore them is to miss out on the most important teaching for God’s people of the last days. Not understanding the sanctuary doctrine will affect one’s understanding of righteousness by faith, for you see if you believe the atonement ended at the cross, then you will believe that sanctification is not necessary and impossible. You are left with justification by presumption, a most fatal conclusion, but it has the appeal for those who desire easy religion.
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A correct understanding of the sanctuary doctrine as the Bible teaches it is not only relevant but necessary that God’s people understand it well enough to teach it. Our first scripture we will study is Daniel 8:14 “And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.”  We will come back to this scripture, but first let us take a look at the meaning of the word sanctuary.
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The secular dictionary says that a sanctuary is a holy or sacred place, such as a church or temple. There are two Hebrew words for sanctuary. One is miqdash  (mik-dawsh) which means “a consecrated holy  place” and could apply to either a temple dedicated to Jehovah or one dedicated to heathen gods, the other is qodesh (ko-desh) which means “a sacred place” and would only apply to a temple dedicated to Jehovah.
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The Bible speaks of two sanctuaries. One was the earthly sanctuary God told Moses to build. It was a copy, a miniature model, of the other sanctuary, the heavenly one, where God's throne is. 
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In Exodus 25:8,9 God told Moses, “And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.”  It was God’s purpose that He was to dwell with the people.
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According to all that I show thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle, 
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and the pattern of all the instruments thereof, even so shall ye make it.”
(Slide 10)
So Moses was instructed to construct the earthly sanctuary after the heavenly. Next week we will look more closely at the type, the earthly sanctuary, its construction, furniture and its daily and annual services. But for now we will work with the longest time prophecy in the Bible found in Daniel 8:14.

 (Slide 11)
Daniel 8:14 “And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” It is clear that after a period of time, the sanctuary, the sacred place will be cleansed.
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What is the cleansing of the sanctuary? We will look into the Old Testament to see first what the cleansing of the sanctuary was in Moses time.

 (Slide 13)
At the end of the Jewish year, the trumpets would blow, and there was held a final service called the cleansing of the sanctuary or the Day of Atonement.  Only once each year, the high priest—and only the high priest— would enter the Most Holy Place. Leviticus 16:29 “…in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, ye shall afflict your souls, and do no work at all, …”
 (Slide 14)
Leviticus 16:30 “For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, to cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all your sins before the LORD.” Commonly called “Yom Kippur” today, the day of Atonement was the most serious day of the year, a day for afflicting the soul,
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as this is the day that the camp of Israel sought the cleansing of all the sin that had built up in the sanctuary all year long. It was a day of judgment that symbolized the final judgment.  Since the earthly sanctuary was a type of the heavenly, then there would also be an antitypical Day of Atonement in the heavenly sanctuary.
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The high priest entering into the Most Holy Place of the earthly sanctuary at the end of the Jewish year represents Jesus, our High Priest, 
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doing the final work of judgment in heaven's sanctuary at the end of time. The parallel is exact. A cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary which represents the final judgment.
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Dr. Luke confirms in Acts 17:31 that there is an appointed day for this judgment to commence, “Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; …”

 (Slide 19)
So the question we need to answer then is, when would this cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary or final judgment begin? The Bible must be our only resource for the answer. 
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Once again, Daniel 8:14  “And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” That's the longest time prophecy in the Bible and it's loaded with meaning. 
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In Bible Prophecy, and certainly Daniel 8:14 is a prophecy, one prophetic day equals one literal year, according to Ezekiel 4:6 and Numbers 14:34.
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And since one prophetic day equals one literal year, the 2,300 prophetic days therefore equals 2,300 literal years.  
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Daniel 8:26 “And the vision of the evening and the morning which was told is true: wherefore shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for many days.  
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Verse 27   And I Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days; afterward I rose up, and did the king's business; and I was astonished at the vision, but none understood it.” Although the angel Gabriel gave Daniel the meaning of much of his vision in Daniel 8, he did not explain the meaning of verse 14 and this caused Daniel much anxiety and he was sick for some time after.
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Approximately 15 years later we have the account of Daniel chapter 9. Starting with verse 3 through verse 19, Daniel prays one of the most beautiful intercessory prayers recorded in scripture. When he started the prayer, the angel Gabriel was receiving his orders at throne of God. But before Daniel finished praying, he was standing at the side of Daniel. 
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Daniel 9:21 “Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation.”  
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9:22 “And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding.”  
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His heavenly visitor has now come to give Daniel more information regarding the time prophecy.
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Daniel 9:23 “At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to show thee; 
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for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision.” 
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Daniel 9:24 “Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, …”
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The word determined means to cut off or to be separated from. Thy people is a direct reference to the Jews. Determined or cut off has a dual application in verse 24.
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First the 70 prophetic weeks, or 490 literal years is cut off from the 2300 years. Secondly if the Jews fail to meet the conditions in verse 24, they would be cut off as the chosen people. 
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At the conclusion of the 490 years, we subtract and find the second part of the 2300 years has 1810 years remaining until the cleansing of the sanctuary.
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Knowing the equation, we must find in scripture, the starting point for the 2300 day (2300 year) and 70 week (490 year) time prophecies.
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Daniel 9:25 gives us that point of reference. “Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem ...” 
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Ezra 6:14 “And the elders of the Jews builded, and they prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. 
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And they builded, and finished it, according to the commandment of the God of Israel, 
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and according to the commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia.” 
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In Ezra 7:12 It states, “Artaxerxes, king of kings, unto Ezra the priest, a scribe of the law of the God of heaven, perfect peace, and at such a time. 

verse:13   I make a decree, that all they of the people of Israel, and of his priests and Levites, in my realm, 
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which are minded of their own freewill to go up to Jerusalem, go with thee.” 
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It has been clearly established that this decree was given by King Artaxerxes in 457 BC.
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Using 457 BC as a starting point and going forward 490 years we arrive at 34 AD.

 (Slide 44)
So God’s covenant with the Jews would have a cessation date in 34 AD. What notable event occurred in 34 AD?
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The first Christian martyr, Stephen was taken and stoned to death. His crime? Preaching the eternal life saving gospel of Jesus.
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The Jewish leaders rejected the gospel and the 490 year probationary period of the Jews came to an end.
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Acts 8:1 “And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; 
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and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles.” 
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Acts 8:2 “And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him.” 
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Acts 8:3 “As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison.” 
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It was on the road to Damascus for the purpose of rounding up more Christians, that Paul had his conversion.
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What was the specific warning that Jesus gave to His chosen people?
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Matthew 21:43 “Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.”  

So who is this nation Jesus speaks of who will become the chosen people?
 (Slide 54)
Galatians 3:6,7  “Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.” 
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Romans 10:12 “For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.”   
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Galatians 3:29 “And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.” 
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Romans 8:14 “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” 
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Romans 2:28, 29 “For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; … But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly.”
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So when the 70 weeks or 490 years of probation allotted to the Jewish people came to an end in 34 AD, it was marked by three distinct events, 
1. The deacon Stephen became the first Christian martyr; 
2. The Jewish leaders boldly rejected the gospel and 
3. Saul of Tarsus was converted and became Paul the Apostle with the assignment to bring the gospel to the gentiles. 
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Let’s revisit Daniel 9:25 as it brings to the year of the beginning of Christ’s earthly ministry. “Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem ...” 
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unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: …”
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Was the angel correct? Did the Messiah come on time, 69 weeks from 457 BC?
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Bear in mind the word “Messiah” means the “Annointed One”.
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69 weeks or 483 prophetic days equals 483 literal years.
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In order for the prophecy to be correct, the Messiah had to come 483 years from the decree to rebuild Jerusalem.
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Dr. Luke helps us as he had recorded the event as it was during the 15th year of Tiberius Caesar’s reign. Luke 3:1 “Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, …”  
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It has been proven that the 15th year of Tiberius Caesar was exactly 27 AD. Jesus was indeed baptized on time. 
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Why is the Christian life such a high calling?
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Luke 3:22 “And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, 
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which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased.” This is the anointing of the Messiah, the Christ, the Saviour of man.  
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The Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus in the form of a dove, and this was the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar. 
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Jesus left the carpentry business, because the Holy Spirit led Him down to the banks of the Jordan River to be baptized and anointed by the Holy Ghost according to this prophecy.  
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Mark 1:14,15   "Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching ( the what?) the gospel of the kingdom of God.  
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And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand:  repent ye, and believe the gospel." What time was fulfilled? There's only one time that could have been fulfilled and that was prophetic time.
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Lest there be any doubt about the anointing coming at the baptism, Luke wrote in Acts 10:37,38 “That word, I say, ye know, … after the baptism which John preached;  How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: …”
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The 69 weeks or 483 years takes us to 27AD and Jesus’ anointing by baptism.
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There is one week of the 70 weeks, or 7 years of the 490 years, remaining.
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Now notice Daniel 9:26,27 "And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: (Why was Jesus cut off?  For who's sins?  For your sins and mine.) and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; …”
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Isaiah 53:8 “…he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.” 
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Back to Daniel 9:26,27 “And he shall confirm the covenant with many for (how long?) one week:  and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, . . . "
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Here's the final week of the seventy weeks prophesied about in Vs.24.  The final 7 years between 27AD and 34AD.  "And he shall be cut off . . . . in the midst of the week. . " 
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What's the middle of seven? Three and a half. Three and a half years, or the middle of the week, the seven years, would be the Spring of 31 A.D. 
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What happened in the Spring of 31 AD? Jesus, the Son of God was crucified!  What else would He do at that time? According to the Bible "he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease." Sacrifice and offering came to an end when Jesus died.  How did that take place? 
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God gave them a big clue. God rent in two the veil of the temple separating the apartment of the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place. 
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That was the hour of the evening sacrifice and the knife fell from the priest’s hand, and the lamb sacrifice escaped. Did the Jews take the clue? Sadly, they continued to offer animal sacrifices and perform services that had ended at the cross.  
(Slide 86)
The entire animal sacrificing ceremony only had meaning as it pointed to the cross. But when the Lamb of God died in the midst of the week, right on time, animal sacrifice was nailed to the cross. 
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Jesus died right on time. The necessary sacrifice for sin had been completed, and Jesus said it is finished. 
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Here we see that all these prophetic dates exactly fit the crucial events of Jesus' life. Jesus died in the spring of 31 AD, exactly in the middle or “midst” of the 70th or final week of the prophecy. Jesus is who He claimed to be, the Messiah.  This is the foundation of our faith. He went willingly to Calvary to fulfill Bible prophecy word for word.  God didn't want us to guess as to who the true Messiah was! 
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Satan has been busy, he hates prophecies applying to Jesus, so he has had this one week, the 70th week, taken out of its Biblical context, and without any Biblical support, thrown it 2000 years into the future and applied to the end of time. They say that the 70th week applies to the last days after the rapture, and the Jewish people are going to be God's people again, during a 7-year tribulation. 
(Slide 90)
The devil has cunningly confused many sincere folks in today's Christian community, to wrongly apply the 70th week to a false understanding of the Antichrist. That's the dangerous futuristic doctrine taught in many churches today. Listen, If Daniel 9, Verses 24, 25, and 26 apply to the Messiah, then is it not logical to think that Vs.27 will climax about the Messiah?
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Daniel 9:27 "And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: ..."  It is Christ, not the Antichrist whom the Bible speaks about making a covenant with many!
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Matthew 26:28 says, "For this is my blood of the new testament (covenant), which is shed for many for the remission of sins."

Jesus is the maker of the eternal, everlasting covenant with man-kind and He sealed or confirmed that covenant with His own blood on Calvary. 
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What about His final work in the heavenly sanctuary? 
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What would happen at the end of the 2300 years? Jesus was baptized on time; died on time; and went into the Holy Place to begin His high priestly ministry on time. Now, in the time of the end, Jesus went into His final phase of judgment in the Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary, right on time.

 (Slide 95)
Daniel 8:14. "And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed."
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If 490 years are cut off form the 2300 years, then we have 1810 years left.
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So 1810 years added to A.D.34 take us to the year —1844. 
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This means, according to the Bible, that since 1844 we've been living in what the Bible calls God's judgment hour. 
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That is clear. Do you see it? I want you to think about that for a minute.  That's why since that time we've had an incredible increase in war and world wars I & II. That's why we've had widespread famine, crime, violence, and upheavals in nature.
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And as Daniel 12:4 says an incredible increase in knowledge.  We've been living in what the Bible calls the "time of the end." 
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According to Bible prophecy, we know there were specific dates in 27 AD, 31 AD and 34 AD. 
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Then the angel said there's going to be an appointed time that marks the time of the end, called the judgment, after the 2300 days, which ended on time in 1844. The judgment began October 22nd 1844 and will continue until the end of man’s probation.
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A little over 161 years ago, the judgment began in heaven.  And Christ once, in the time of the end, is going to put away sin. He is now, doing a work of judgment so He can appear the second time without sin unto salvation. 

 (Slide 104)
Every person who has ever named the name of Christ will be judged.  Either their sins are being blotted out, and Christ is confessing their name before the Father in heaven, or their name is being blotted out. Jesus is coming soon!  The books of heaven are open!  Our name is coming up for review! 
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Jesus will soon declare the verdict, in Revelation 22:12, "He that is unjust, let him be unjust still:  and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still:  and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still:  and he that is holy, let him be holy still.”  That will be the end of probation. Every case will have been decided.
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Then after a short period where God’s mercy and grace are withdrawn from this rebellious planet, and God’s wrath is poured out in the seven last plagues, Jesus will come as it so states in 
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Revelation 22:13, “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” Every case will have been decided when He comes. But for now, this message is given to urge all people in these last days to prepare their hearts to meet God.
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Revelation 14:6, 7  Let's read now Vs. 6, 7 with a whole new light upon it.  "And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, 
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and to every nation and kindred and tongue and people, saying with a loud voice,
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Fear God and give glory to Him; for the hour of his judgment (what?) is come!“ Since 1844, since the fulfillment of this 2300-day prophecy, that message has been preached and now you can see why God is so urgent about it.  The very language of Daniel 8:14 is Day of Atonement Imagery. 
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As we close this message of the judgment hour I want to ask you.  Do you want to say to Jesus, "Lord, when my name comes up in this judgment hour, if it would come up tonight, or the near future, I ask you O Jesus to confess my name before the Father," Is that your desire today?  
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If so I invite you to stand as we close with prayer. May all of us leave here more committed than ever to serving Jesus till He comes.
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Don’t forget, next Sabbath January 28, 2006
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The topic is: The Sanctuary Part 2; The Subject: “Understanding the Earthly Sanctuary”

PAGE  
1

