1-21-08 - National Sunday Law – by Jan Marcussen

Chapter 5 - The MARK of the Beast
The "Mark of the Beast" and the "Seal of God" are direct opposites. In the end, everyone will have one or the other. 

Those who choose the seal of God, will be with Jesus in His wonderful kingdom - that gorgeous paradise of beauty beyond our wildest dreams. It's a land where loving kindness, peace, and happiness reign. Those who choose the mark of the beast will be cast into the lake of fire. 

Man! If there's anything we don't want - it's the mark of the beast! 

Now we're ready to discover the hoax of all hoaxes - the counterfeit that will deceive the world and plunge it into eternal despair. It will be the straw that broke the camel's back. Listen to what God has to say about this dreaded "mark." 

"And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of His indignation, and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb." Revelation 14:9,10. 

There are two easy ways to learn what the mark of the beast is. Number one, ask the beast what the mark of its authority is. It will tell you quite frankly. Number two, find what the "seal of God" is, and you'll know that the "mark" is just the opposite. 

The reason why such a terrible warning is given against receiving the mark of the beast is, because, to receive it is a great sin against God. This is why those who receive it will be lost. Those who choose the seal of God will be showing their love and loyalty to Him instead of to the beast - even in the face of death! Oh yes, the Bible reveals that pressure will be applied (the beast's favorite method). Those who refuse it will be persecuted, boycotted, not allowed to buy or sell, and finally sentenced to death! 

Take a look at these astonishing words. Notice that this time it will be the "image of the beast" that will enforce the "death decree." 

"And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed ... And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name." Revelation 13:15,17. 

What a picture! 

No matter which way you look at it, a crisis is stealing upon our world. People can sense it. And it won't be long. 

Those who love God with all of their hearts will not conform to the pressure - come what may. They stand firm in the face of death, and receive the seal of the living God in their foreheads. Is this your choice? It's no trivial thing - it's a matter of eternal life, or just the opposite. 

Concerning God's seal it says: 

"And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads." Revelation 7:2, 3. 

"Winds" in prophecy stand for strife and war. A global war is coming, as we'll soon see. But here, the angels are holding it back until the servants of God can have a chance to receive His seal. It would have all broken loose before now but God in His great love and mercy, is holding it back - only a little longer. There have been "smoke screens." The "superpowers" and other nations have had a number of "peace" talks. Nations are talking peace while preparing for "high tech" war. "Peace, peace" is cried, when there is no peace. 

It's no accident that the "Mark of the beast" hasn't yet been enforced. But soon the angels will start to let loose! Whether by T.V., radio, or by seeing the persecution of others in the courts who have God's seal, people will learn the difference between the "seal" and the "mark" and will take their stand. This very book may be one method God has chosen for you to find out these fantastic facts! It's no coincidence that you are reading it now. God is waiting for the sincere, humble followers of Jesus to learn the great issues involved and to be able to receive His seal which Satan has tried to keep from them. 

When all learn the issues involved, and make their final choice - it's closing time! Then comes the close of probation for the human race, the seven last plagues, and earth's last, stupendous battle, (we'll look at these things in a few minutes). Where you stand then is determined by the choice you make now! 

First of all, what is God's "seal?" A seal is something having to do with legal affairs. A law is stamped with the seal of the ruling government. A seal has three parts:  

The name of the ruler. 

The ruler's title. 

The territory over which he rules. 

When the government seal is on a law, or on currency, it is official. The whole loyal nation stands behind it. God's seal makes His law official, and the whole loyal universe stands behind it. 

Anyone disloyal to the seal of the government, and to the law upon which it is attached, is looked upon as being disloyal to the government itself. 

Just as a government ruler's seal is placed in his law to make it official, God's seal is in His law. Here's what God says: "Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples." Isaiah 8:16. 

Where are we sealed? In the forehead. His law is in our hearts. Under the new covenant, His promise is: 

"This is the covenant that I will make with them after those day, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them." Hebrews 10:16. 

The Holy Spirit places the seal of God in our foreheads when we choose it. The forehead contains the "frontal lobe." This section of the brain is where our conscience is. When you receive the seal of God in your forehead, it means you have it in your conscience. You believe in it. You're loyal to it. 

Just as the government ruler uses his "seal" of government to enforce the laws of the land, God uses His "seal" to enforce His law. The beast will use his seal (mark), to try to enforce his law in place of God's. 

Where will you find the seal of God with its three parts? In the very center of His law. Take a close look: 

"Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour and do all thy work: But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work . . . For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it." Exodus 20:8-11. 

This is the only place in the Bible where you will find God's seal. Here are the three parts of the seal.   

His name - "the Lord." 

His title - "thy God" (Creator) made (Creator). 

His territory - "heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is." 

That is fantastic! No wonder Satan has worked so hard to hide the truth of the sacred Sabbath from us. It's God's sign! 

You may ask "Is the Sabbath really the seal of God?" Look at Ezekiel 20:12. "Moreover also I gave them my Sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them, that they might know that I am the Lord that sanctify them." "And hallow my Sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between me and you, that ye may know that I am the Lord your God." Ezekiel 20:20. (The word "sign" means the same as "seal" - see Romans 4:11). 

What could be clearer? The seal of God is His Sabbath. 

Satan knew that he had to get at this very part. No wonder the beast ripped it out and put in a substitute! 

Look at this astonishing statement concerning her act of changing God's Sabbath to Sunday - "Of course the Catholic Church claims that the change was her act. And the act (get this now) is a mark of her ecclesiastical power and authority in religious matters." (1)! Sunday worship is the mark of the Papacy's authority. The mark. Sunday worship is the "mark of the beast!" 

The issues are plain. God says that He is the true God. He has given His Sabbath as a sign of His authority as the Creator of all. By keeping it, we recognize His authority. But the Catholic church says in effect: 

"No! Keep the first day of the week, and lo, the entire civilized world bows in reverent obedience to the command of the holy Catholic church." (2) "It's the MARK of our authority to over-rule God's law." 

But what about all of our loved ones who are keeping Sunday and don't know any better? Do they have the mark of the beast? 

No! Only those who know better and realize that they are breaking God's fourth commandment are held accountable. The Bible says, "Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin." James 4:17. You and I know now and are held accountable. Soon all will know. God is making this very point a great test for the world in the last days. It will separate those who really love God enough to obey Him, even amid persecution, from those who merely claim to be Christians but like Pilate, will compromise, go along with the crowd - and end up with the mark of the beast. The "Mark" won't officially be received until it is enforced by the "two horned beast" of Revelation 13. 

We certainly don't want to hurt our loving Saviour by breaking any of His commandments. That would break His heart. Sin hurts Him most of all. He suffered agony on the cross to take away our sins. Blood ran from His body. His love for us is very tender. Those who willfully receive the mark of the beast are willing to hurt the loving heart of God. As we choose to keep all of His commandments, it makes Him glad. 

As you begin to worship Him in a special way on His Sabbath, He will make it the happiest day of the week for you. You'll be able to lay aside your cares and labours one whole day and have a beautiful rest with Jesus - not only physically, but a rest of soul, a joyful peace and freedom from guilt.
If you happen to work on Sabbath, He can help you with that too. I've never seen it fail. Those who determine to keep His Sabbath holy and not work on Saturday, have God's special care and miraculous providence. He will either help you get the Sabbath off from work, or if you have to lose your job, He will give you a better one! I guarantee it. That's God! That's our kind Heavenly Father. 

Every person on the earth will be tested on this very point. Millions around the world have discovered these amazing truths just like you have and are rejoicing in a closer walk with Jesus than ever before. 

Here's another question - what does it mean to receive the mark in your hand? 

Remember, to receive it in the forehead means that you believe in it, you're loyal to it. (There will also be an outward sign of some kind whereby people will be able to tell who has the mark and who doesn't. We'll study that in a minute). To receive it in the hand means that when the mark is enforced by the "image of the beast" they go along with it, not because they believe in it but just to be able to buy and sell, to keep their jobs, and save their lives. The hand is a symbol of work and making a living. 

This is a shocking thought! How could anything like that happen in our free country? If the "image of the beast" tries to force everyone to receive the "mark of the beast" how does he do it? 

Who is the "image of the beast" anyway? 
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Chapter 6 - The Image of the Beast
Who is the “image of the beast?” 

What does it do? 

Who gives it power? 

It gets more explosive as we go. It’s all in Revelation 13. Here’s the picture: “And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; (we’ve already learned that this is the United States) and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed . . . and he had power to give life unto the image of the beast that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed. And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.” Revelation 13:11,12,15-17. 
Man! Just to think of it turns my stomach up-side down. 

Even though it seems impossible, God’s word says it will happen. 

First let me say that I love my country. I just got back from Europe and it was great to be back. But this is what God’s word says. 

The United States (the two horned beast), will cause all to worship the first beast by enforcing the “mark” of the first beast by law! The word “cause” in the original Greek means “force.” 

A national Sunday law will be enforced in our country. In chapter one we’ve already seen that it is coming and some of the reasons why. 

We’ve already learned that the “two horned beast” is the U.S. The first beast is the Papacy. The image of the beast is a religious power just like the beast in our country teaching many of the same false teachings - the majority of the Protestant world. 

To say it plainly, Revelation 13 is revealing to us the astonishing fact that Protestant America will cause all to worship the Papacy and receive its “mark” by passing a national Sunday law, and that all who do not go along with it will suffer the consequences! 

When man reaches the depth of spiritual decay and passes that law, it will not only make an “image” to the beast in our country - and copy the old papal principle of persecution, it will set up the procedure for all to receive the “mark of the beast!” (1) 

It’s coming clear! You see, it won’t be the beast which enforces its “mark” by law in our country, it will be its “image” Protestant America. 

It all boils down to our being forced to either obey the laws of our beloved country and disobey God, or having to violate the laws of the land in order to obey our Lord. That’s a real test! If you are faithful and true to God, you’ll find yourself, for a short time before Christ comes, without a job, without the right to buy or sell, and even under the death penalty! 

Does this sound impossible? It’s already in progress! Large religious groups such as the Lord’s Day Alliance want it and already have articles in print concerning it. Is the principle of “separation of church and state” crumbling? 

The national Catholic journal, _Catholic_Twin_Circle_, said, “All Americans would do well to petition the President and the Congress to make a Federal law - an amendment to the, Constitution if need be - to re-establish the Sabbath [meaning Sunday] as a national Day of Rest.” (2) 

These powerful groups have genuine concerns. They’re working for many good things - better T.V. programs, to save the family, etc. But what they don’t realize is that when the U.S. actually passes a national Sunday law, it has taken away the religious freedom of those who choose to keep God’s day instead of the day of the sun which the Roman church brought in from pagan sun worship - it is enforcing the “mark of the beast!” Those who go along with this oppressive law while knowing what they are doing will most definitely receive the “mark of the beast.” Why? 

Because they will be disobeying the commandment of God in order to obey the tradition of men. Jesus said, “Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrine the commandments of men.” Mark 7:7. 

Don’t get me wrong. I love my President and my country. I’m just sharing the facts. 

If your head is still spinning at the shock of a future nationwide Sunday law and persecution in our country, (as mine was), all I can say is - draw close to God! - closer than you’ve ever been in your life. He will help you. These things are coming with swift surety. 

Believe it or not, in Virginia, my home state, it’s already been done. I mean a mandatory Sunday law - and the death sentence! 

Get this shocking quote. 

In 1610, the first Sunday law in America, in Virginia, required: “Every man and woman shall repair in the morning to the divine service and sermons preached upon the Sabbath (Sunday), and in the afternoon to divine service, and catechizing, upon pain for the first fault to lose their provision and the allowance for the whole week following; for the second, to lose the said allowance and also be whipped; and for the third to suffer death.” !!! _Laws_and_Orders,__Divine,_ Politique,_and_Martial,_for_the_Colony_in_Virginia: first established by Sir Thomas Gates, knight, Lieutenant - General, the 24th of May, 1610. 

Did you know that the old Sunday blue laws are still on the books in Virginia? They have never been removed. 

“It’s unconstitutional,” said a lawyer living in Richmond, (speaking of the Sunday law there). “It’s a religious law and it’s unconstitutional.” But it’s still there. 

Most states have had these “blue laws” enforced on and off throughout the last two hundred years. But the national law will enforce the “mark” of the beast. 

Do you see? God knows what He is talking about and has given us warning - a warning of love. 

Identification cards, numbers - something like this will allow the followers of the Sunday law to buy and sell. They will have these “temporary” benefits. Tremendous pressure will be on - to conform. 

What will stir the people to bring in a nation-wide Sunday law? 

Crime will be a major factor. Have you noticed the death sentence coming back? Yes! Crime has shot out of control. People are scared. People are angry at crime - and this is what is bringing back the death sentence. Why, just a few hours ago I stopped at the post office. After seeing the headlines of the newspaper in the rack, I had to get one. The headlines read, “KILLER ORDERED EXECUTED.” 

A young man has been ordered executed for murdering a two year old little girl of Wildwood, Florida. The infant was kidnapped, molested, and buried alive. Man! You can see why, with crimes of this horrible magnitude, the death sentence is coming back. 

The judge himself, pronounced that it was proved that “The capital felony was especially heinous, wicked, evil, atrocious, and cruel.” _Citrus_Chronicle_News._ 

“Several of the young man’s family members”, the paper said, “kissed and hugged the prosecutor after the proceedings were over.” 

The Bible in many places pronounces the death sentence for the crimes of murder, rape, witchcraft, homosexuality, etc. (Genesis 9:5,6; Deuteronomy 22:25-29; Leviticus 20:13; Exodus 22:18). Last year less than 400 people were on death row in the U.S. Now the figure tops 1100! Public opinion, only recently against capital punishment, now favors it two to one. According to Bible prophecy it will come back. 

Of all horrors! It will come back and be used against those who love and obey God! “And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed” Revelation l3:15. 

Just days ago, on a city street in Atlantic City, New Jersey, a group of people talked with a man who keeps the Bible Sabbath. They said to him (Tony is his name), “What would you do if you were forced to worship on Sunday now instead of Saturday?” And then they added, “What if it costs you your life?” 

“You can have my life,” Tony said, “I’m following the Bible.” 

Amazing! Did that group on the street know what they were saying? 

Do people know what’s going on? To use force is to use the methods of the “dragon.” I pray to God that He will hold such atrocities back in our country. I’m thankful to know that He will - until “the servants of God are sealed in their foreheads.” 

The second reason that the Sunday law is being urged is the economic crisis. You are so aware of the situation, that I don’t even have to comment on it. 

The third reason is - the religious leaders - of all people, are stirring up the nation for this law which they will make people think is so needful. As stated in chapter one, already media messages and articles have been circulating all over the country urging the populace that - “There will be no relief from mounting economic disaster until Sunday is strictly enforced by government decrees and action.” (3) Now you and I can see clearly that this is a fulfillment of prophecy, urging the nation to enforce the “mark of the beast!” But to the average person who knows almost nothing about the Bible, this plea sounds pretty good. 

Another thing that will help it come is miracles. Have you noticed the tremendous surge of interest in the supernatural lately? God is certainly a God of miracles. And because of this, many believe that all miracles are from God. Not knowing their Bibles, they will be the more easily fooled by Satan’s miracles. Get this - 

“And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world.” Revelation 16:13, 14. 

The point here is that devils work miracles as well as God. By this deceptive means, the whole world will be deceived into worshiping the beast and receiving its mark. Through miracles, many will think that they have conclusive evidence that the oppressive law is of God and that they should go along with it to save the economy, and the nation! 

One of the main ways these lying miracles will fool millions is through people trying to contact dead loved ones who are supposedly communicating from heaven. To people who do not know the plain word of God, this will be an overwhelming delusion! 

The Bible forbids anyone to try to contact the dead because when they do, they are inviting evil spirits to speak to them. This is why people who did this type of thing in Bible times were put to death. 

But those in our modern society will fall into this very pit! Already Satan is setting things up for it. “According to the Greeley poll, one in four Americans has tried to contact the dead! And half of the widows in America and Iceland admit to communication with the dead! (4) 

In order to pass a national Sunday law, the constitution must first be effected. The grand principle of separation of church and state, must first be undermined (especially the first amendment). 

Have you noticed anyone talking about changing the first amendment lately? Many states have requested a constitutional convention; but the alarming thing is that many leaders do not believe now that “separation of church and state” even exists! According to prophecy, these great principles of the constitution will be repudiated. But God expects us as His children to do all we can to hold it back. The pilgrims shed their blood to provide for us a nation free from religious persecution and intolerance. Should we see our religious freedom go down the drain and do nothing? 

The churches which have Sunday in common will unite in a grand movement so that the world can be converted. Already, the religious leaders have been getting their church people into politics. (Since the national Sunday law will be a religious law, it makes sense for the devil to have them get the churches into politics, and try to collapse the separation of church and state to get religious laws). It’s shocking, but most of the great political as well as religious leaders are against the separation of church and state now. Have you noticed it? They’re not trying to hide it. Oh yes! It’s shocking. 

The Sunday law will be seen as just the thing to solve the horrendous problems we’re facing, and to unite the whole Christian world. 

Cold chills went down my spine as, in the middle of the night, on a powerful AM station near Washington D.C., I heard a deep voice. Cold as steel, it proclaimed that the curse of God rests upon us and will not be removed until the nation repents, and turns back to God by keeping Sunday holy. It will be the religious leaders to a large degree who will compel all to “worship the first beast.” To worship the first beast, you don’t have to join a certain church. All you would have to do is follow the mark of its authority instead of the sign of God’s authority - and you would be honoring that power more than God; in His sight - worshiping it. 

Believe it or not, the Bible foretells that the atrocities of the dark ages are to be repeated! Society is being manipulated to the degree that in the near future, to receive the “mark of the beast” will be the popular thing to do! “And all the world wondered after the beast. And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? Who is able to make war with him?” Revelation 13:3,4. Those who dare oppose this law will be seen as “rejects of society.” About the worst thing you can say about a person now days is to call him a member of a “cult” or a “sect.” Those who oppose the mark of the beast, will be seen as “cultists” of the worst kind. They’ll be worked with by the authorities. When fines and all manner of economic boycott have failed, then they will be sentenced to death. Revelation 13:15-17. 

Men, women, and children from all walks of life will be fleeing for their lives and hiding in the most desolate areas, or, if caught, cast into jails to await the penalty. The war, strife, and terrible calamities of nature will be blamed on them. Like their Saviour, and millions of martyrs before them, they’ll be rejected by loved ones, mocked, and looked upon as the “poor fools who have brought all this trouble on us.” 

As those loyal to God are brought to court for their faith, the issues about God’s true Sabbath will spread around the world. The truth of God’s fourth commandment will be seen in contrast with the counterfeit day which the image of the beast is trying to enforce by law. Notwithstanding the strife, pleasure seeking, and chaos of this world, all will be led to receive either the “seal of God” or the “mark of the beast.” 

Spirits of devils go out to deceive the whole world. Those who make the word of God their guide will not fall for this world-wide hoax. They will discover the truth about Jesus’ holy day, and will observe it in obedience and loving gratitude - even in the face of mockery and death. 

Then - when all have decided (which won’t be long), the close of probation comes and Jesus pronounces the most solemn sentence - “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.” Revelation 22:11. 

Every case has been decided for life or death. Then - the seven last, terrible plagues of Revelation 16 are poured out Upon the wicked, and a global conflict takes place under the sixth plague. 

No matter which way you look at this thing, a great crisis is stealing upon our world. 

This global conflict will be like nothing you’ve ever dreamed of before - your wildest imagination has never pictured it. 

What will it be like? 
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