1/24/10 – 4SH - “What Must I Do to be Saved? Or What Shall I Do to Inherit Eternal Life? Part 4
Victory Ministries International presents:

Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts  

Treasures of awesome truths from God’s Word 

and facts that affect you!

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

Today’s subject – What Must I Do to be Saved? Or What Shall I Do to Inherit Eternal Life? Part 4
Before we begin, let us seek God’s guidance, Heavenly Father as we continue on this most important subject regarding “What Must I Do to be Saved?” guide us we pray into a correct understanding in Jesus name, Amen.

Right now I continue to keep my pledge, to cry aloud and spare not, to lift up my voice like a trumpet and show God’s people where they are transgressing God’s Law.

Over the last two weeks, we have discussed four very important steps one must take in order to be saved, repentance, confession, consecration, faith and acceptance.
 In case you weren’t listening, I stated that we are saved by the grace of God through faith in what Jesus did for us to make eternal life possible and that is the basis of salvation. But there are conditions to salvation as well and I have listed them, repentance, confession, consecration, faith and acceptance. 
This week I will continue where I left off last week on Faith and Acceptance. Let us learn this valuable lesson in the story of the paralytic at Bethesda found in John 5:2-8. The poor sufferer was helpless; he had not used his limbs for thirty-eight years. Yet Jesus bade him, "Rise, take up thy bed, and walk." The sick man might have said, "Lord, if Thou wilt make me whole, I will obey Thy word." But, no, he believed Christ's word, believed that he was made whole, and he made the effort at once; he willed to walk, and he did walk. He acted on the word of Christ, and God gave the power. He was made whole.

In like manner, before you came to Jesus, you were a paralytic sin-a-holic. You cannot atone for your past sins; you cannot change your heart and make yourself holy. But God promises to do all this for you through Christ. You believe that promise. You confess your sins and give yourself to God. You will to serve Him. Just as surely as you do this, God will fulfill His word to you. If you believe the promise,--believe that you are forgiven and cleansed,--God supplies the fact; you are made whole, just as Christ gave the paralytic power to walk when the man believed that he was healed. It is so if you believe it.
If we read about the promises from God that all of our sins would be washed away and believe they are, they are gone and under the blood. But if we go through the steps and doubt that they are forgiven, the sins remain and there has been no conversion, for you see faith requires an action of the will. 
Do not wait to feel that you are made whole, but say, "I believe it; it is so, not because I feel it, but because God has promised."  
Jesus said in Mark 11:24, "What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them." There are conditions to this promise; 1. that what we pray for is a need and not a want, and 2. also that we pray according to the will of God. 
Now it is the will of God to cleanse us from sin, to make us His children, and to enable us to live a holy life. So we may ask for these blessings, and believe that we receive them, and thank God that we have received them. It is our privilege to go to Jesus and be cleansed, and to stand before the law without shame or remorse. Paul wrote in Romans 8:1, "There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." 
Nothing disturbs Satan more than to see a person who he once had securely under his power, turn to the One he hates, Jesus, and surrenders his life and his will to Him who died to save him. He does not let go without a struggle and the new convert must be so thoroughly connected to Jesus that all efforts of Satan to discourage and disconnect the new believer are in vain.

Paul said in the scripture above “… who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” The carnal must die for the new Christian is no longer carnally minded but rather he is now spiritually minded.
We are not our own. Our bodies, our minds and our hearts belong to God. We are tenants who now must protect our bodies, our minds and our hearts. That we do, in what we see, what we hear, what we put on and what we put into our bodies for what we feed our minds will feed our souls and what we feed our bodies will affect our physical health for good or for woe. Peter wrote in 1 Peter 1:18, 19, “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold,”…. “But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:” Through this simple act of believing God, the Holy Spirit has begotten a new life in your heart. You are as a child born into the family of God, and He loves you as He loves His Son.
Daily we must ask Him for the Holy Spirit to keep us by His grace and we must proclaim “I am Christ’s; I have given myself to Him;” and we must not draw back. Those who teach once saved always saved must read what Paul wrote in Hebrews 10:38, “Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.” Who draws back but the one who has followed all the steps required in the plan of salvation; but continues in sin. Paul clearly states in Colossians 2:6 “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:”  
Do not think for one minute that Christ will take willful sinners to heaven. When Lucifer was removed from heaven, the blot of sin went with him. Christ will only bring fully converted, holy people to heaven when He comes, who have the victory over all sin in their lives.

What did Jesus tell the woman taken in adultery? In John 8:11 “…go, and sin no more.” Was He talking to just that woman or was He talking to us also? Then how do we expect to be saved if we think we can go on sinning until Jesus comes and then we will be made right? That is a titanic delusion that causes many to fail. On the other hand, many fail because they do not believe that that Jesus pardons them personally, individually. They do not take God at His word. It is the privilege of all who comply with the conditions to know for themselves that pardon is freely extended for every sin. Put away the suspicion that God's promises are not meant for you. They are for every repentant transgressor.
God does not deal with us as finite men deal with one another. His thoughts are thoughts of mercy, love, and tenderest compassion. He says in Isaiah 55:7, "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon." And in Isaiah 44:22, "I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins." Micah 7:19 says, “…and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.”
Never give place to doubt, rather believe the promises. As you draw near to Him with confession and repentance, He will draw near to you with mercy and forgiveness.
On our road to salvation we first reached that point in our life where we felt the need of Jesus as we were drawn by the Holy Spirit. We realized that the God of heaven loved us so much that He made the supreme sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, so that we might be saved. It caused a deep, heartfelt repentance and we confessed our sins and asked to be forgiven. We chose to consecrate our lives to Jesus and by faith we have accepted God’s infinite gift which we did not deserve. Now we come to the place where God knows if a person is truly converted.
The Test of Discipleship
2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” Of the truly converted, a change will be seen in their character, their habits and their pursuits. If the heart has been renewed by the Spirit of God, the life will bear witness to the fact. The contrast will be clear and decided between what they have been and what they are. The character is revealed, not by occasional good deeds and occasional misdeeds, but by the tendency of the habitual words and acts.  

At this point the questions are: Who has the heart? With whom are our thoughts? Of whom do we love to converse? Who has our warmest affections and our best energies? If we are Christ's, our thoughts are with Him, and our sweetest thoughts are of Him. All we have and are is consecrated to Him. We long to bear His image, breathe His spirit, do His will, and please Him in all things.  
Once again, it seems we just get started and the clock says it’s time to wrap it up for this week. We will continue with part 5 of “What Must I Do to be Saved? Or What Shall I Do to Inherit Eternal Life?” next week at this same time.

Friends, In Revelation 22:14 it says, “Blessed [are] they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.” It did not say blessed are they that hear His commandments, it says blessed are they that DO His commandments. That is doing God’s law. Psalms 119:165 says, “Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them.” God’s seventh day Sabbath is part of God’s Law and He’s calling His true people back to keeping it in this final generation on planet earth. We will be keeping the seventh day Sabbath in heaven and through all eternity, why not start keeping it this coming Saturday and experience that great peace that commandment keepers enjoy. Come to the Victory Everlasting Gospel Church located at 139 Country Lane, about one mile down from the Cracker Barrel on the right. Sabbath School starts at 9:45 and the worship hour begins at 11 a.m.

This coming April, world renown evangelist Ray DeCarlo will be coming to South Hill to present an informative series at the Days Inn Conference Center. We will keep you updated on those meetings in the weeks to come.
Until next week, Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.” 

Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
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