January 27, 2007
Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church
        “In My Father’s House” 

The Sermon title today is “In My Father’s House” 

I can’t think of a better place to be today, then in my Heavenly Father’s House. Shall we invite God’s presence as we pray…

Let us look more closely at the Scripture for this morning found in John 14, verses 2 and 3. But before we do that, let’s read together verse 1. “Let not your heart be troubled:” STOP! What does that mean, “Let not your heart be troubled:”? I think Jesus is telling us to be anxious for nothing in this life. Put your love and faith and trust in your heavenly Father who loves and watches over you. He has strong angels assigned to protect you from Satan’s evil angels and you have no idea of how many times your life has been spared, without even realizing the fact. Please say this with me, “I have a heavenly Father who watches over me.” Please say it again, only this time believe it with your faith, “I have a heavenly Father who watches over me.” All right now, let’s go back and read all of verse 1. “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.”

Verse 2 “In my Father's house are many mansions:” STOP! Many what? mansions: 

Did you know that both the New International Version and the Revised Standard Versions say “In my Father's house are many rooms…”
Oh, but I love how the KJV states it, “In my Father's house are many mansions:” and that’s the kind of God we serve, a mansion God. Of course in eternity I could live in rooms, but I believe nothing will be too good for the redeemed. I have lived in rooms before, but I’ve never lived in a mansion, I’ve only seen them from the outside. And you know what, I’ve never seen a mansion on this planet that I’d want to live in.
Whether it’s a house or an apartment that we live in right now, God’s people are only pilgrims and should be longing for HOME, and HOME is in My Father’s house.
Going on, “In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you.” STOP! Do you realize the significance of that statement, “if it were not so, I would have told you.”? Jesus is saying that I am making a precious promise to you that you can store in your mind and believe with all your heart. But look how He enlarges on this promise, “I go to prepare a place for you.” He wants you there. He loves each of us so much, that He not only died for us, but He wants to give each of us a mansion in the New Jerusalem that He will personally design for each of us, that meets no one else’s tastes and desires, but that of ours alone.

In 1 Corinthians 2:9, the scripture says, “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.”
Picture yourself as eternity has been your new experience, and here you are in the New Jerusalem, with wonderful memories of the recent celebration of the marriage feast of the Lamb flooding your mind, and now your walking hand in hand with Jesus down the clear golden street of Hallelujah Boulevard. You can’t help it but your senses are blown away by one gorgeous mansion after another, each one seemingly more beautiful than the last. You take a right onto Eternity Circle and again you see mansion after mansion of limitless grandeur. But suddenly your eyes fall on the seventh mansion and you have not seen yet any mansion that strikes a chord in your heart as does this one. Before you know it, Jesus is leading you up the golden pathway and there above the doorway is your name. No key required. No papers to fill out, no mortgage to pay. This is your home and Jesus smiles as He lovingly says, Welcome Home.

Do I believe this? Oh yes I do, for in the third verse of John 14, Jesus goes on to say, “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”
“In My Father’s House,” that’s where I want to be. But must we wait until Jesus comes, to be in our Father’s House, or can we here, in the midst of our constant trials and tribulations, experience our Father’s House? Let us explore this concept in the book of Psalms.
Turn to Psalm 26:8 “LORD, I have loved the habitation of thy house, and the place where thine honour dwelleth.” There is no place like the Father’s house, for you see, Majesty lodges there.

I love this verse from Psalm 84:10, “For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.” A doorkeeper? Yes, we have all said or had similar thoughts like, just give me a little corner in heaven, and I’ll be happy. But the Father did not give Jesus on the cross to have you in a corner and being a doorkeeper. He wants so much more for you. You see, overcomers are special. Satan has so maligned the character of God, declaring God’s law impossible to keep, that those who keep His law and are overcomers, are His vindicators before the universe. They are special people. And they will be special throughout eternity.
Psalm 16:11 “Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.” Where do we find the fullness of joy? The Psalm says, “in thy presence.” The Father God is omnipresent, something we finite beings find very hard to understand, but if we love Him and trust Him and abide in Him, than He will by the words of Jesus Himself, abide in us. 

Look what Jesus said in John 14:23, “If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.” Jesus would not bear a false witness. This is a promise. With such a promise that both God and Jesus would abide in us, how can we yield to Satan’s taunts and be depressed.

Where is it recorded that Jesus was depressed? More than any human being on this planet, he had every right to be discouraged, but He never gave up. He won every battle we ever have to face and He gives us the resources to be just as victorious. He won the battle over appetite, the temptation that our first parents failed on. And He won every battle that followed. Only in the garden, was the temptation the strongest to throw in the towel and quit, as from His lips came the agonizing cry, “O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me:” but did He yield? At that point your eternity was at stake. No, He did not yield for He said, “nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.”  

“If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.” How on earth could we ever be discouraged if the Father and the Son makes their house within us? Jesus promised.
Let us look at God’s house from another perspective, and bear with me on this as I attempt to make the connection. 2 Corinthians 5:1, “…we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 
God’s seventh day Sabbath, in a most important way, links the temple of the soul, wherein dwells the shekinah glory of God’s true presence, God’s house in this world, with the greater house of God’s throne beyond Orion, for the Sabbath is holy, just as the soul temple occupied by God is holy. You see, the Sabbath is a temple, God’s house, in time, a segment of eternity, in which the alignment of the soul surrendered truly to Him, is affirmed to be in complete union with God and the un-fallen universe that truly worships God. And this explains the incredible peace of God which descends upon the soul in true union with Christ, as the Sabbath is properly kept, this peace descends when the moments of the Sabbath begin as the sun sets, welcoming in the holy hours of the Sabbath. Psalm 119:165 “Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them.”
Try to understand this concept that we can be dwelling in the Father’s house here and now. Jesus said in the great Lord’s prayer of John 17 and verses 23 and 24, “I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.”  

  Verse 24 “Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.” There is so much love for us expressed in these two verses.
It is by dwelling in the Father’s house that we learn about holiness, justice, freedom, purity, and holy self-regard for God’s holy presence in us. In the Father’s house we learn the great majesty of how to love the sinner and how to hate the sin, as it was the love of Christ for the sinner that led Him to die for every one of us sinners. Amen?
It is by dwelling in the Father’s house that we learn about the drawing power of love as we read in Jeremiah 31:3 “The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.”

It is the Father alone that draws us to Christ. Jesus said so in John 6:44, “No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.” 
And it is through Jesus alone that we can come to the Father. Matthew 11:27 “All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.”  

There is comfort in the Father’s house. John 14:26 “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.”

And there is peace in the Father’s house as we read in John 14:27 “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”

Psalm 119:165 tells us how to have great peace, “Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them.”

And there is joy in the Father’s house as we read in John 15:11 “These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.”

But God does not allow anything that smacks of rebellion in His house, including NLP, New Theology, mind control, rock, rap, pantheism, self-esteem, and especially “Celebration style worship”, God always stands against rebellion.
The Spirit of Prophecy says in Maranatha page 234, “The Holy Spirit never reveals itself in such methods, in such a bedlam of noise. This is an invention of Satan to cover up his ingenious methods for making of none effect the pure, sincere, elevating, ennobling, sanctifying truth for this time. . . . A bedlam of noise shocks the senses and perverts that which if conducted aright might be a blessing. The powers of Satanic agencies blend with the din and noise, to have a carnival, and this is termed the Holy Spirit's working. . . . Those participating in the supposed revival receive impressions which lead them adrift. They cannot tell what they formerly knew regarding Bible principles.”  {Mar 234.2} 

And this from Pastoral Ministry page 176 “It is impossible to estimate too largely the work that the Lord will accomplish through His proposed vessels in carrying out His mind and purpose. The things you have described as taking place in Indiana, the Lord has shown me would take place just before the close of probation. Every uncouth thing will be demonstrated. There will be shouting, with drums, music, and dancing. The senses of rational beings will become so confused that they cannot be trusted to make right decisions. And this is called the moving of the Holy Spirit.--2SM 36. {PaM 176.5} This is exactly what is happening in the celebration churches and the testimony of Jesus is that it would take place just before the close of probation.
You may want to mark down the following scriptures for your home study as we will not look them up right now. Those in the Father’s house are they who have repented and been converted (Acts 3:19); They have been born from above. (John 3:3-8); They have agonized and entered in through the strait gate of absolute self-surrender (Luke 13:24); which is through Christ who is the Door to His fold (John 10:1, 7-10). They have lost their lives for Christ’s sake that they might find their life in Him alone (Matthew 10:39); and they have met the costs of discipleship (Luke 14:26); they hear His voice and follow Him alone, fleeing from all strangers (John 10:4, 5) and they follow the Good Shepherd (Psalm 23:1; John 10:11, 14). They have done the will of the Father in heaven (Matthew 7:21); They walk on the narrow way that leads to life and has few followers on it (Matthew 7:14). 
They have their eye single to do the will of the Father (Matthew 6:22); they have sought first the kingdom of God and His righteousness (Matthew 6:33). As the result of this experience with Christ in His everlasting gospel, they have peace with God, for they have been justified by faith through the Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 5:1). They have no condemnation, for they walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit (Romans 8:1). Through Christ, who came in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemning sin in the flesh, they have the righteousness of the law fulfilled in them, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit (Romans 8:3, 4). Being led of the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God (Romans 8:15). They have brought every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5).
In the most secret part of the sanctuary, in the Most Holy Place, behind the second veil, above the ark and mercy seat, God manifested His awesome presence in the Shekinah glory. 

That said now try to gasp this thought. 1 Corinthians 3:16, “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” Verse 17 “…the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.”

Listen now, every one in the Father’s house has the secret Shekinah glory of the indwelling Christ abiding in his soul temple.

Psalm 91:1 “He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.” Can you say, “I have a heavenly Father who watches over me.”?
In my Father’s house there is protection. The invitation is in Isaiah 26:20, “Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast.”

Yes there is a time of trouble ahead of us, but the scripture declares that in my Father’s house there is protection. Psalm 18:2 has seven epithets, describing the protection of the Almighty, thus describing His Almighty protection as perfect, listen: “The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.”

“In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”

Shall we pray…
PAGE  
1

