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Topic: The Sanctuary Part 2; Today’s Subject: “Understanding the Earthly Sanctuary”
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Last week in Part 1, we studied Daniel 8:14. “And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.”  We saw the 2300 prophetic days as a period of time equal to 2300 literal years and that it would take us to the event of Jesus entering the Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary.
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Daniel 9:25 gave us the starting point of reference for the 2300 years. “Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem ...”
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It has been clearly established that this decree was given by King Artaxerxes in 457 BC.
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We studied the fact that there were two divisions to the prophecy. #1. The 490 years allotted to the Jews to meet 5 conditions or be cut off as the chosen people. #2. Was the remaining 1810 years which took us to October 22, 1844, when Jesus entered the Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary, commencing the work of the investigative judgment.
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The Bible speaks of two sanctuaries. One was the earthly sanctuary God told Moses to build. It was a copy, a miniature model, of the other sanctuary, the heavenly one, where God's throne is. Today we are going to look at the earthly sanctuary, it’s design, its furnishings and its services, with the intent to see Jesus prefigured in every detail. 
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In Exodus 25:8,9 we read,  "And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.”  It was God’s purpose that He was to dwell with the people.
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According to all that I shew thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle,
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and the pattern of all the instruments thereof, even so shall ye make it." So God asked them to build a specific sanctuary to hold these sacrificial services, and He said, "I'm going to give you a pattern to build that sanctuary after."  This pattern was of the sanctuary that already existed up in heaven. 
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Hebrews 9:1    “Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine services, and a (what kind of sanctuary?) worldly sanctuary.”  It says here, "Then verily the first covenant..."  We must understand that word "covenant."   That covenant was an agreement, that God made between Himself and His chosen people the Israelites or the Jewish nation.  God had said to them, "You're going to be my special chosen people, and I'm going to be your God.  If you do what I tell you and you walk in my laws, then I'm going to bless you above all people on earth, and I'll be your God, and you'll be my special chosen people." If the nation of Israel would not obey, He would cast them off with a great curse, and destroy and scatter them  
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It is important that we see the entire sanctuary service as a miniature illustration of the plan of salvation.  The sanctuary service was illustrative of Jesus' death and His High Priestly ministry. God used it as a visual aid to help us understand how God has chosen to deal with the sin problem that has entered planet Earth. So today we will reveal Jesus in the Sanctuary.
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Hebrews 9:1    Continuing on with verse 1, "For there was a tabernacle made;
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Hebrews 9:2  “…the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the table, and the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary." 
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That's the area right here.  It's also called the "holy place."  The altar of burnt offering was outside but inside the holy place was the table of shewbread, the altar of incense, and the seven-branch candlestick.  That was the first compartment. 
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Very quickly, what can we learn here?  The altar of sacrifice or burnt offering, 
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was outside in the courtyard, and was where sacrifices of animals were offered daily.  
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Paul tells us in Romans 12:1 that we are to offer ourselves a living sacrifice to God—and that is to be done daily.  “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.”
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In fact Paul tells in 1 Corinthians:15:31   “…I die daily.” This should be our experience as we live here in the final generation.
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Once again we identify the altar of sacrifice, or burnt offering, outside in the courtyard. 
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Exodus 27:1-8 “And thou shalt make an altar of shittim wood, five cubits long, and five cubits broad; the altar shall be foursquare: and the height thereof shall be three cubits. And thou shalt make the horns of it upon the four corners thereof: his horns shall be of the same: and thou shalt overlay it with brass.  And thou shalt make his
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pans to receive his ashes, and his shovels, and his basins, and his fleshhooks, and his firepans: all the vessels thereof thou shalt make of brass. And thou shalt make for it a grate of network of brass; and upon the net shalt thou make four brazen rings in the four corners thereof. And thou shalt put it under the compass
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of the altar beneath, that the net may be even to the midst of the altar.  And thou shalt make staves for the altar, staves of shittim wood, and overlay them with brass. And the staves shall be put into the rings, and the staves shall be upon the two sides of the altar, to bear it.  Hollow with boards shalt thou make it: as it was showed thee in the mount, so shall they make it.” 
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Now let us look at what we just read. The Brazen Altar or altar of Burnt Offerings is symbolic of the matchless sacrifice of the Lamb of God.
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The Brazen (Copper) Altar (Exodus 27:1-8; 38:1-7; 40:29) was constructed of acacia wood overlaid with copper (brass). Size: 5 cubits long and 5 cubits wide (square), 3 cubits high. 7’6” x 7’6” x 4’6” high.  The horns on the four corners are made of acacia wood and overlaid with copper (brass). 
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Pans to collect ash, shovels, basins, forks, coal pans all made of copper (brass). A grate of copper with four rings on the corners, inserted into the surface of the top of the altar within the frame. 
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The four rings were stave holders to remove the mesh, and held the mesh flush with the top of the altar. These rings aligned to the rings to carry the outer shell. (8 rings total, four on mesh and four on outer shell.  Carrying staves of acacia, overlaid with copper. Hollow in the center of the metal overlaid boards. When not in use, the staves were placed inside the door of the Tabernacle. 
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The laver was where the priest washed before entering the Sanctuary, and that also was outside in the courtyard, between the Altar of burnt offering and the Sanctuary. 
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We are told by Paul to be washed by the water of the Holy Spirit.  (Titus 3:5) “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;” 
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Exodus 30:17-21 “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Thou shalt also make a laver of brass, and his foot also of brass, to wash withal: and thou shalt put it between the tabernacle of the congregation and the altar, and thou shalt put water therein. For Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet thereat: When they go into the tabernacle of the congregation, they shall wash with
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water, that they die not; or when they come near to the altar to minister, to burn offering made by fire unto the LORD:  So they shall wash their hands and their feet, that they die not: and it shall be a statute for ever to them, even to him and to his seed throughout their generations.”
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Now let’s look at what we just read. By the way the Laver is symbolic of the cleansing power of Christ. 
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The Laver (Exodus 30:17-21; 38:8; 40:30-32) The laver is made of copper (brass) with a base of copper. It was  placed between the altar of burnt offerings and the door of the Holy Place. It was for priests to wash hands and feet before entering the door, or working at the brazen altar. 
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It was made of the polished copper mirrors of the women that assembled at the door of the congregation. 
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There was just one entrance into the sanctuary as shown here on the east side.
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Jesus said there was only one way of salvation in John 14:6. “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 
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Now notice in the Holy place, the candlestick is on one side (that is the South side)

 (Slide 38)
Exodus 25:31-40 “And thou shalt make a candlestick of pure gold: of beaten work shall the candlestick be made: his shaft, and his branches, his bowls, his knops, and his flowers, shall be of the same.  And six branches shall come out of the sides of it; three branches of the candlestick out of the one side, and three branches of the candlestick out of the other side: Three bowls made 
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like unto almonds, with a knop and a flower in one branch; and three bowls made like almonds in the other branch, with a knop and a flower: so in the six branches that come out of the candlestick.  And in the candlestick shall be four bowls made like unto almonds, with their knops and their flowers.  And there shall be a knop under two branches of the same, and a knop under two
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branches of the same, and a knop under two branches of the same, according to the six branches that proceed out of the candlestick. Their knops and their branches shall be of the same: all it shall be one beaten work of pure gold.  And thou shalt make the seven lamps thereof: and they shall light the lamps thereof, that they may give light over against
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it.  And the tongs thereof, and the snuffdishes thereof, shall be of pure gold. Of a talent of pure gold shall he make it, with all these vessels.  And look that thou make them after their pattern, which was showed thee in the mount.”
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Now let’s look at what we just read. The Seven Golden Candlestick represented Christ as the Perfect Light of the world.
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The Menorah (Exodus 25:31-40; 26:35; 27:20-21; 37:17-24; 40:24-25) or golden candlestick was beaten from one talent (58 to 80 lbs.) of solid gold. It featured a center upright stick, which had three branches extending from each side. Each branch contained 3 almond shaped cups, a disk, a blossom. The center shaft had 4 almond shaped cups, along with their own knobs and blossoms. On top there were seven lamps (six on
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branches and one in the center) that were filled with oil and lit with wicks. The lamps were filled with a special olive oil (beaten not pressed) and burned continuously. A set of tongs and pans were fashioned from gold, and used each morning and evening to service the lamps. The menorah was set in front of the veil, on the south wall.
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The next item of furniture in the Holy Place is the table of shewbread, which is on the other side, the north side. 
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Exodus 25:23-30 “Thou shalt also make a table of shittim wood: two cubits shall be the length thereof, and a cubit the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the height thereof. And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, and make thereto a crown of gold round about. And thou shalt make unto it a border of an hand breadth round about, and thou shalt make a golden crown to the border thereof round
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about. And thou shalt make for it four rings of gold, and put the rings in the four corners that are on the four feet thereof. Over against the border shall the rings be for places of the staves to bear the table. And thou shalt make the staves of shittim wood, and overlay them with gold, that the table may be borne with them.  And thou shalt make the dishes thereof, and spoons thereof, 
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and covers thereof, and bowls thereof, to cover withal: of pure gold shalt thou make them.  And thou shalt set upon the table showbread before me alway.”
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Now let us see this table of Shewbread. The shewbread represents Christ as the Bread of Life. The meat and drink offerings are emblematic of His broken body and spilt blood.
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Made of acacia wood and covered with gold. The table surface is 2 cubits long, 1 cubit wide, and 1-1/2 cubits high. That’s 3’ long  x 1’ 6” wide x 27” high.  A crown was placed around the edge of the table, and another gold crown 1 hand breath inside the outer crown. 4 rings of gold are to be affixed to the four legs at the corners below the table surface, and
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acacia (overlaid with gold) staves were made to carry the table. Platters, pitchers for libation (drink offering), sacrificial cups and bowls made of pure gold. Bread was always to be presented before God. The table was to be on the north side of the Holy Place. 
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And then notice the position of the altar of incense before the veil.
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Exodus 30:1-6 “And thou shalt make an altar to burn incense upon: of shittim wood shalt thou make it. A cubit shall be the length thereof, and a cubit the breadth thereof; foursquare shall it be: and two cubits shall be the height thereof: the horns thereof shall be of the same.  And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, the top thereof, and the sides thereof round about, and the horns thereof; and
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thou shalt make unto it a crown of gold round about. And two golden rings shalt thou make to it under the crown of it, by the two corners thereof, upon the two sides of it shalt thou make it; and they shall be for places for the staves to bear it withal. And thou shalt make the staves of shittim wood, and overlay them with gold. And thou shalt put it before the
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veil that is by the ark of the testimony, before the mercy seat that is over the testimony, where I will meet with thee.”  
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Now let’s look at the altar of incense. The altar of incense taught the great intercessory work of Christ our heavenly High Priest.
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Made of acacia wood completely overlaid with gold (top, sides, horns, etc.). Size: 1 cubit by 1 cubit square surface, 1-1/2 cubits high. That’s 18” x 18” x 27” high. Four horns on the corners. Two rings of gold were made to hold staves for transport. The altar was positioned before the veil between the Holy Place and Most Holy Place. A sweet incense (described in Exodus 30:34-38) was
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burned upon it each morning and each evening when the lamps were trimmed. It was NOT to be used for any other incense, no drink offering poured upon, no meat offerings. Once a year the horns were covered with blood from the sin (atonement) offering. Now, once again, let us see Jesus in the Holy Place.
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The candlestick — Jesus said in John 8:12, “I am the light of the world.”
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The table of showbread — Jesus said He was the Bread that came down from Heaven in John 6:51. “I am the living bread which came down from heaven…” 
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The Altar of Incense — It is the prayers and intercession of Jesus that make our prayers acceptable before God.  (Ps. 141:2) “Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.”  Are you seeing Jesus in the earthly Sanctuary?
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Then there was also another compartment over here that was separated by a heavy veil or curtain made of animal skins about four inches thick.  
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It had beautiful golden angels woven in it. 
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Continuing now with Hebrews 9:1-7 and picking up with verse 3 “And after the second veil, 
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the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all;” It’s also called the "the Most Holy place." Let's see what it has in it.  Vs. 4, "Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold,  
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wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant." That's the two tables of stone, Ten Commandment law. 
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Vs. 5, "And over it the cherubims of glory shadowing the mercy seat; of which we cannot now speak particularly."  You can see the ark of the covenant behind the veil in the most holy place.
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This was a very sacred and holy area.  The main article of furniture was the ark of the covenant. 
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Exodus 25:10-22 “And they shall make an ark of shittim wood: two cubits and a half shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the height thereof. And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, within and without shalt thou overlay it, and shalt make upon it a crown of gold round about. And thou shalt cast four rings of
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gold for it, and put them in the four corners thereof; and two rings shall be in the one side of it, and two rings in the other side of it. And thou shalt make staves of shittim wood, and overlay them with gold. And thou shalt put the staves into the rings by the sides of the ark, that the ark may be borne with them. The staves shall be in the rings of the ark: they shall
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not be taken from it. And thou shalt put into the ark the testimony which I shall give thee. And thou shalt make a mercy seat of pure gold: two cubits and a half shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof. And thou shalt make two cherubims of gold, of beaten work shalt thou make them, in the two ends of the mercy seat. And make
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one cherub on the one end, and the other cherub on the other end: even of the mercy seat shall ye make the cherubims on the two ends thereof. And the cherubims shall stretch forth their wings on high, covering the mercy seat with their wings, and their faces shall look one to another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the cherubims be. And thou shalt
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put the mercy seat above upon the ark; and in the ark thou shalt put the testimony that I shall give thee. And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel.” 
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Let us now look at the Ark of the Covenant and the Mercy Seat. The perfection of our Redeemer was evidenced in the glory that surrounded the ark of the covenant. His character is transcribed in the law. And the mercy seat exemplified the love and longsuffering of God. 
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Made of acacia wood and overlaid with gold inside and outside of the cabinet. Size: 2-1/2 cubits long, 1-1/2 cubit wide on surface, 1-1/2 cubits high. That’s 45” long x 27” wide and 27” high. A crown made of gold adorned the top. Gold cast rings were placed on the four corners to affix staves (overlaid with gold) that were not to be removed. The tablets of testimony (the Ten Commandments) were put inside. 
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A separate top piece, the Mercy Seat, was made of beaten gold. The size covered the whole top of the ark (2-1/2 cubits by 1-1/2 cubits), and displayed two cherubim, one on each end, facing each other. Their heads were tilted downward toward the Mercy Seat. Their wings stretched toward each other. The Ark was placed in the Most Holy Place and hidden by the veil. 
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Exodus 26:34 “And thou shalt put the mercy seat upon the ark of the testimony in the most holy place.” 
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What was under the mercy seat, in the ark? 
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Deuteronomy 10:4,5  “And he wrote on the tables, according to the first writing, the ten commandments… 
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Deuteronomy 10:4,5 “And I turned myself and came down from the mount, and put the tables in the ark which I had made.”  So the tables of the covenant, the Ten Commandments were in the ark under the mercy seat.
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Now the Bible goes on to tell us that God's priests would work in this section, the holy place of the sanctuary, every day.  You can read that in Hebrews 9:6.  "Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always (that means daily), into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God." 
 (Slide 82)
Verse 7 "But into the second  (or the Most Holy place) went the priest alone (how often?) once every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people." 
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Here we see that there was a daily work in the Holy Place.
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And a yearly work in the Most Holy Place, performed by the priests.  From this we understand that there are 2 phases of Jesus’ high priestly ministry.
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In Old Testament times, if you sinned, you had to bring a sacrifice to the altar of sacrifice in the outer court. The sinner had broken God's law. The Bible says, "The wages of sin is (what?) death."  What must that man do?  The sinner brought an animal sacrifice, because either the lamb had to die, or the man had to die. Most of the time a lamb was brought, a spotless lamb without blemish. 
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The sinner would hold his hands over the lamb's head, and he'd confess his sin.  After confessing his exact sin, the man would take a knife and cut the throat and the lamb would die.  So the innocent victim would pay the penalty and the blood would be shed. 
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Hebrews 9:22 says, "... without the shedding of blood is no remission (or forgiveness) of sin." As the man confessed his sins over that lamb, the sin was symbolically, figuratively, being transferred from the person—the real sinner—to the substitute, the innocent lamb victim. So guilt was transferred from the man to the lamb. 
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Who's our Lamb?  Jesus.  Before we confess our sin, who deserves to die?  We do. After we confess it, who has died in our place?  Jesus has. Who bears our guilt?  Jesus does, the Lamb of God. So we don't need to carry around a heavy weight of guilt.  THERE ARE ONLY 2 WAYS IN WHICH OUR SINS CAN BE ATONED FOR.  1)  JESUS DYING our second death FOR OUR SINS; or # 2)  WE REFUSE JESUS, AND THEREFORE WE HAVE TO DIE the second death for our sins.
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So the sinner would take the life of an innocent animal. God wanted us to understand that we are to take no pleasure in sin. Rom. 6:23. But according to the Bible, there was more to do beyond the sacrifice. 
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After the sinner slew the lamb, the priest entered the sanctuary with the blood, and he sprinkled the blood before the veil in the sanctuary.  Behind that veil was the Law of God, which tells us what we ought to do and shows us true obedience. 
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The priest coming into the sanctuary and sprinkling the blood before the Law indicates that Christ's blood atones for breaking God's Law and as the priest sprinkled some of this sin-stained blood in the sanctuary, in the Holy Place, this symbolically transferred that person's sin into this sanctuary, staining or polluting the sanctuary. 
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Jeremiah 17:1 “The sin of Judah (God’s people) is written with a pen of iron, and with the point of a diamond: it is graven upon the table of their heart, and upon the horns of your altars; …”
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The blood contained, symbolically, the record of sin, and has been transferred into the sanctuary . Where is the records of sin in the heavenly sanctuary? In the books.  And that's what's open in the judgment.  According to Daniel 7:10   “A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened.” 
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Now understand in the earthly sanctuary, every day, lambs were slain in the court, outside the tent of the sanctuary. 
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The outer court symbolized the earth where Jesus came to be slain.  Jesus died in the court of this world, far outside the temple of heaven. Many Christians can't really understand the earthly sanctuary, because they don't like to read Exodus, Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Hebrews. 
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In the daily services there were five different kinds of offerings.  Burnt Offering; Sin Offering; Trespass Offering; Peace Offering; and the Meat Offering.
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Burnt Offering – Many Purposes: To thank God – Genesis 8:20; Consecration of priests – Exodus 29:15-28; Ceremonial Cleansing after physical ailment – Leviticus 15: 1-15; When a leper was healed of leprosy – Leviticus 14: 1-32; Cleansing of a woman after childbirth – Leviticus 12: 1-8. 
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The offering often depended on the affluence of the individual. The wealthy could bring a bullock. A bullock is a young male animal. Any reference in the Bible to a heifer, would be a female animal that has not yet given birth.
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Almost any clean animal could be sacrificed. The sacrifice could be a lamb or a goat. Poorer people could bring a pigeon or turtledoves. The sacrifice still had to be without blemish.  If the sacrifice were to be a pigeon or a turtledove, the sinner would ring off its head. Care had to be taken to wash the sacrifice, even its internal organs. And a bird’s feathers had to be plucked.
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The sin offerings were sacrifices that were made for ignorant or unpremeditated sins. Numbers 4:2,3. There was no sin offering for deliberate premeditated sins, as God expected His people to keep His commandments. Such violators were cut off from the people. See Numbers 15:30,31 While a sin offering involved an animal or a bird, the very poor could bring flour for a sin offering.
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The trespass sacrifice was offered for dishonesty which involved property or animals. Complete restitution plus 20% must have been made before the offering could be made. Leviticus 5:15,16    God expects man to be strictly honest in all his dealings. The sacrifice was to be a ram without blemish.
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The peace offering centered on man’s relationship to God. The most common was a thank offering and a less than perfect offering was acceptable. Leviticus 22:22,23  If however, the Peace offering were in connection to a vow to God, the sacrifice was to be without blemish. 
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The meat offering was an offering of thankfulness and gratitude and consists of meal or flour, as a recognition of man’s dependence on God for physical sustenance. It was often offered with burnt or peace offerings, but never with sin or trespass offerings. There could be no leaven in the offering.
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Now let us remember: "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  . . . " 2 Tim. 3:16  The Old Testament is revealed in the New; and the New Testament is concealed in the Old. 
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The sacrifices occurred day by day throughout the year. However there would be a special day, once every year, where the sanctuary would be cleansed from all the sin that was symbolically built up in it, during the year. 
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At the end of the Jewish year, the trumpets would blow, and there was held a final service called the cleansing of the sanctuary.  Only once each year, the high priest—and only the high priest— would enter the Most Holy Place. This was the day that the sins of Israel were symbolically removed from the sanctuary and the people, and was a time for afflicting the soul. 
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The Day of Atonement services are recorded in Leviticus 16:30 "For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you to cleanse you, that you may be clean from all your sins before the Lord.“  Sins were forgiven in the daily service.  But at the end of the year, the sanctuary was to be cleansed so the record of sin was blotted out.  
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Hebrews 9:6,7 “Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God.  But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people:” 
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The high priest was not allowed to sleep the night before in case defilement came upon him. On that day the high priest performed the morning sacrifice. Leviticus 16:3 “Thus shall Aaron come into the holy place: with a young bullock for a sin offering, and a ram for a burnt offering.”
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Leviticus 16:7,8 “And he shall take the two goats, and present them before the LORD at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.  And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for the LORD, and the other lot for the scapegoat.”
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Leviticus 16:3 “And Aaron shall bring the goat upon which the LORD'S lot fell, and offer him for a sin offering.” 
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Leviticus 16:15   “Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering, that is for the people, and bring his blood within the veil, … and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat:” When the High Priest has finished making atonement, he then leaves and symbolically transfers the sins from the sanctuary.
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Leviticus 16:21,22  “And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness: And the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited: and he shall let go the goat in the wilderness.”  
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Just as the lamb in the outer court represented the death of Christ on Calvary, so the priest going daily into the Holy Place of the sanctuary represented Jesus entering the Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary, so the high priest entering into the Most Holy Place of the earthly sanctuary at the end of the Jewish year represents Jesus, our High Priest, 

(Slide 115)
doing the final work of judgment in heaven's sanctuary at the end of time. The parallel is exact. What did this mean to the people?  It was Yom Kippur, the day of Judgment. It was a day when God blotted out the record of sin. 
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Next Sabbath February 4, 2006 we will go into our third and final topic on the sanctary.
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The Sanctuary Part 3; the Subject: “Jesus Our High Priest” We will look at the ministry of our Lord in the heavenly sanctuary. 

Shall we pray…
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