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A Fatal Mistake – Part 2

by Joe Crews

There is another thing about this matter of the Holy Spirit’s coming in. It is also upon condition. That condition we find in John 14:15-21. Christ is speaking: “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” There you see, friend, that the keeping of the commandments is the love of God wrought out in our daily lives through Christ, and is the condition of the Holy Spirit’s full entrance into the hearts. 

We have talked quite a bit about the commandments of God. You can hardly get away from it and read any page of the Bible. But why do I mention it today? I want you to notice again, “If ye love me, keep my commandments, AND. . .”—Ah, there is the next part. And what? “And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; even the spirit of Truth;. . .He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me; and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.” John 14:15-17, 21. I want you to see that the reception of the Holy Spirit in the life is upon the basis, the promise, of keeping the commandments of God. I wish we could realize that more fully. How many, many individuals are being deceived on that very point. They feel that they can know that they are saved, and yet they go right ahead and each week, break the commandments of God. Why, my friend, it is bad enough to break God’s commandments now and then. That is bad enough. But to plan to—Next week I’ll not be able to keep the fourth commandment, and the week following I’ll trample His commandments under foot, and the next week, and the next”—leading right on to eternity. Why, there is no hope of salvation, absolutely no hope of salvation, for it says in Hebrews 10:26, “For if we sin willfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.” 

That is a fearful text, my friends. That is like a great warning STOP sign in the path of every individual leading on to eternal life. It says, “HALT!” Wait a moment! If you are breaking the commandments of God knowingly, remember this; you stand accountable in the eyes of God and there is no way that Jesus’ blood can atone for one’s sins. “If ye love me” do what?—“keep the commandments.” How many of them should we keep? We have to keep them all, for if we keep them all but one, it says, we are guilty of all. (James 2:10). I would to God we could realize it, friends, it is that premise upon which the Holy Spirit enters the heart, “If ye love me, keep my commandments; and I will send you the Holy Spirit, the Comforter.” Then, do you remember that very sad, that very solemn text? “He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” I John 2:4. 

I don’t know, friends, how to get around these texts, do you? You would hardly believe what we as preachers have to listen to sometimes as we practically see people sinning against the Holy Ghost. I’ve had people come up to me and boast of how they had had the so-called baptism of the Spirit many years ago. Boastingly claiming it, and then with the next breath turn right around and say, “Oh, I can’t keep the commandments of God.” It is a fearful thing, friends, bringing down judgment upon themselves. It is utterly impossible to have the Holy Spirit in the life unless the life is fully surrendered to the will of God and that individual willingly and knowingly conforms to the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. 

One lady said, “I know that I’m not keeping the commandments, I know it.” But then she defended herself: “But I don’t feel that I am lost for I had the baptism of the Spirit.” I’ll tell you, friends, I think it is high time that we begin to check on this thing that people are calling the baptism of the Spirit and find out what kind of a spirit it is, don’t you think so? There is danger there. The Holy Spirit today is going to agree 100% with what He wrote back there in Bible times. A man cannot stand up and preach in the name of Jesus Christ and claim the power of the Holy Spirit, when he is knowingly breaking God’s commandments—any part of them. It cannot be! A house divided against itself is going to fall. Jesus put that very clearly. There must be a uniformity in the message. 

Here is an illustration: A man had heard about true Bible baptism for the first time. He said, “I can see that baptism is right, but I was sprinkled when I was a baby, or I think I was. And my mother’s dead and I’m afraid I might be going against my mother’s will if I was baptized.” 

Friends, isn’t it God’s will that counts? When the truth is plain, how can we say “no” and expect eternal life? Our mothers and loved ones that have died will be judged by the light of the truth that they had opportunity to see. And if we expect to see our loved ones on the resurrection morning, then we must be willing to follow the truth that God brings to us. I cannot see how a soul would dare come up to eternity, come up to death’s door without being baptized by immersion if he understood the truth of the matter. Surely that would be fatal. 

The Spirit of truth will agree with what the Holy Spirit wrote in the Bible. Remember the great yardstick of the Bible; Isaiah 8: 20, “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.”
One of the most prevalent fears today among a certain class of people is whether they have lost their last chance to be saved. What about that point of no return? And the sin that even God will not forgive? I have met men and women who really believed that they had committed the unpardonable sin, and what miserable, pathetic people they were. 

No doubt there is such a sin, because Jesus spoke of it in Matthew 12:31, and He called it the sin against the Holy Spirit. He didn’t go into any detail in describing the nature of the transgression, but let me give you an out-and-out New Testament definition for the unpardonable sin. You will find it in Acts 7:51, “Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost; as your fathers did, so do ye.” You know, there are a lot of things much clearer in the Bible than we often realize. 

I think of a high school teacher; a mathematics teacher. He said, “Why is it that sometimes the Bible is so confusing? One says this and one says that. Why didn’t God just put it down in plain black and white just what He expects of us, just written down there and tabulated 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10?” He used that illustration. Well, friends, that is exactly what He did do! He gave the commandments on tables of stone, but then, suppose you come along and say there is one of those that you don’t want to keep. Can’t you see what a spot God is in? He wants to make it clear; He wants to make it simple; He wants to make it so everyone can follow it, but when He writes it out plainly carved on tables of stone, people turn aside and say, “Oh, that is the letter of the law.” And they go on, and it doesn’t do any good. It is a fearful thing when God tries to deal with man and tries to save his soul, and then man looks for a loophole instead of light. Oh, friends, be careful! In your search for eternal life are you looking for a loophole or are you looking for light? 

Now I bring you the simplest, clearest definition of the unpardonable sin I have ever found—right from the New Testament. In Acts 7:51 is recorded the defense of Stephen, “Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost; as your fathers did, so do ye.” Ah, there it is, the unpardonable sin—fighting against the Holy Spirit. How? Hiding behind father’s religion. “As your fathers did, so do ye.” How many times people point to a picture on the wall, “My grandfather was a preacher” or “My grandfather was. . . so-and-so. He was a great man. He was a religious man; I don’t think I need to change. Grandfather’s religion was good enough for him, and it is good enough for me.” 

Ah friends, that is what Paul thought, too, until God had to smite him with a bolt of heavenly lightning to show him his error. He said, “I have served my God with a clear conscience from the days of my forefathers.” Yet he was wrong, absolutely wrong. Here it says, “As your fathers did, so do ye.” 

There is many and many a man who is fighting away the Holy Spirit, simply saying, “Well, father’s religion was good enough for him, and I think it is good enough for me.” No. Religion is progressive. Much of the Bible has been trodden under foot through the years and must be restored and followed once more in its entirety. I must keep walking in the light to be saved. It is not just a question of what church I belong to. I may be a Roman Catholic; I am saved if I am walking in all the light that I have had or had the opportunity to have. If there is one bit of light that I have had that I do not follow, I will be lost as a Roman Catholic. It is the same with the Church of England; it is the same with the Lutheran Church; the same with the Baptists, or the Adventists, and the same with the Methodists. It is absolutely imperative that I shall walk in all the light. If there is one portion that I am not willing to accept and not willing to conform to, remember, I am resisting, I am fighting against the Holy Spirit, and I will be lost when I refuse to obey all. Grandfather’s religion may have been good enough for him; undoubtedly it was. He lived up to the light of his day. But as God gives you and me additional light, you and I are duty bound to follow it. 

Now he goes on to say, “Having resisted the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do ye . . .Who have received the law. . .and have not kept it.” (verse 53). That is a New Testament text, too. There is a plain out-and-out statement of what it is to fight the Holy Spirit, resisting the Holy Spirit, hiding behind father’s religion and the customs and tradition of our forefathers “and having received the law.” We memorized it—we learned it as children in Sunday School—“but have not kept it.” Oh, my friends, what a fatal mistake it is to learn to repeat the law of God with the mouth and be able to repeat those commandments with the lips, and then come up face-to-face in the judgment to meet them again, but we have not kept them! It will condemn us. “Be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only.” James 1:22. Oh, the tragedy of resisting the Holy Spirit. And remember, the greater the light of truth one professes, the greater will be his darkness and condemnation if he does not follow it. 

There is another way of resisting the Holy Spirit. I have mentioned three already. Let’s review them briefly: 

1. By rejecting part of the Bible. That is a fatal mistake against the Holy Spirit. A man is bound to be lost if he rejects even a part of God’s Word. 

2. By refusing baptism, or neglecting baptism. 

3. By an individual refusing to keep a part of the commandments of God. The Bible says, “If ye love me, keep my commandments and I will send my Spirit.”  and now— 

4. By resisting and neglecting the Holy Spirit’s entreaties, and delay. 

I want to read to you from Ephesians 4:30. Here the Apostle Paul appeals, “And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” God is sealing a people with His seal—His Holy mark in direct contrast to the mark of the apostasy. His Holy Spirit is seeking out the people of God. 

I would like to read that again just now. Do you realize that this very day there is danger that somebody who is listening might fulfill this tragic condition in his life, committing the sin against the Holy Spirit? “Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” Oh, my friends, do not push away the Holy Spirit any longer. We cannot trifle with eternal life. When the Spirit of God speaks, now is the hour! When God calls, now is the time for us to come! We dare not delay. 

God is good. He will forgive any sin that a man truly repents of. We are assured that in 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

But, a sin must be repented of and confessed or else God can’t forgive it. Is that clear? He cannot wipe it away; He cannot wash it away unless we repent of it. That is absolutely obvious. One time Jesus said to them when they brought Him a report, a hideous report of some awful thing that had happened there in Palestine, Jesus said, “That is bad all right. But don’t you know that all who hear the truth and reject it are likewise accountable. “Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” “Except ye repent. . .” If a man repents of his sins, he can be saved. Unless he repents, he will be lost—the unpardonable sin. He may have murdered somebody; he may have committed adultery; he may have stolen; he may have lied; he may have sworn—taken God’s name in vain—and still be saved IF HE REPENTS! 

I have known individuals afraid lest they might have grieved away the Holy Spirit and had no hope. If there is somebody who is burdened for fear you might have committed the unpardonable sin, if you feel that call, conviction from God in your heart now and feel that there is danger that you might be lost because you have waited too long, that is a sure sign that God still accepts you. That is a sign that His Holy Spirit is still working, stirring in your heart. Accept the assurance and surrender all immediately. The individual who is in danger is the individual who says, “I’m all right.” That is the individual who is in danger today. It is not so much the great sinner that cries out, “I’ve been a great sinner; I’ve committed a great crime.” For him there is hope. But for the individual who says, “I’m good enough. I’m not very bad. I do this and I do that and I am sure that God will overlook the rest.” For him, there is great danger, for in defending himself and his course of action, he is resisting the Holy Spirit. When one defends a single sin in his life, that will become the unpardonable sin. A man might commit murder and be forgiven. How? By sincerely repenting. A man might hang onto just a little sin and defend that sin, excuse that sin, and be lost. 

I often illustrate the point with an alarm clock. You set your alarm to get up at, say, 5:00 a.m. The first morning it goes off, you wake with a start. You try and find that knob, to push it in. Maybe it is in the dark and you knock the clock off the stand onto the floor. But you finally get the button in. Supposing, though, you decide to sleep in a few minutes longer and roll over and go back to sleep. The next day you set the alarm again. But again you decide to sleep in. And, friends, if you do that enough times, the alarm will go off and you will never hear it. It will ring just as loud as ever, but your senses will be dulled to it and you will sleep right through its ring. 

It is the same with the Holy Spirit. You hear some truth from the Bible that you have not been following and it bothers your conscience. But you put off doing it. Your neighbor tells you it doesn’t matter. You decide it wasn’t important after all. And so you don’t follow the leading of the Holy Spirit. It will still be truth and the right thing to do, but now you have quenched the Holy Spirit, and your heart or mind doesn’t feel the need to do it. And a person is lost and doesn’t seem to realize it because he hasn’t repented of his sin and the truth doesn’t bother him anymore. And unless he repents, Jesus can’t forgive him. It is an unpardonable sin. An unpardonable sin. Not because God wouldn’t forgive, but because the person wouldn’t ask forgiveness. He didn’t care. He presumed on God—that what God said wasn’t really important. 

So David made this his prayer, “Lord, keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me; then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression.” Psalms 19:13. Do you remember that? Ah, there it is, another definition of the unpardonable sin. Keep me back from the “presumptuous sin.” What is the presumptuous sin? Presumptuous sin is where the individual knows what is right, and refuses to obey. May God help you to walk every day in the light of revealed truth.   END OF “A FATAL MISTAKE.” 

I leave you this week with this selection from the Spirit of Prophecy, the book, “Early Writings:”
When Satan became fully conscious that there was no possibility of his being brought again into favor with God, his malice and hatred began to be manifest. He consulted with his angels, and a plan was laid to still work against God's government. When Adam and Eve were placed in the beautiful garden, Satan was laying plans to destroy them. In no way could this happy couple be deprived of their happiness if they obeyed God. Satan could not exercise his power upon them unless they should first disobey God and forfeit His favor. Some plan must therefore be devised to lead them to disobedience that they might incur God's frown and be brought under the more direct influence of Satan and his angels. It was decided that Satan should assume another form and manifest an interest for man. He must insinuate against God's truthfulness and create doubt whether God did mean just what He said; next, he must excite their curiosity, and lead them to pry into the unsearchable plans of God-- the very sin of which Satan had been guilty--and reason as to the cause of His restrictions in regard to the tree of knowledge.

Blessings Brother,
Pastor Richard Vaughn
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