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October 1, 2010

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

The title of today’s sermon is: “Denominationally Saved?”

Let us pray… 
Let me begin this morning with a question? Does church affiliation or belonging to a specific denomination guarantee salvation to anyone? No. If a Baptist says I believe in Jesus and I was saved on such and such a day, is he saved according to scripture? No. Than what about a Seventh-day Adventist who knows that he is among the movement that God has raised up for these last days, does that not secure him a place in the New Jerusalem? No. I think everyone here is aware that no denomination, no church, and certainly no pastor or priest can save a single soul. Based on God’s Word, I would say it is safe to believe that most professed Christians will be lost even though they are faithfully attending church. 
Let us turn to a scripture we have read often here at Victory: Matthew 7:21-23 and let us see how Jesus Himself verifies this condition of souls who will be lost in church. Jesus says, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, (Stop right there. Now we know that Jesus is addressing Christians for they are the ones who call Him Lord. Worldly people may use His name, but they do so without reverential respect.) Repeating, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; (So Jesus is stating professed Christians will not enter heaven; so does Jesus tell us who will? Let’s go on;) but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.” (Here is the best indicator given by Jesus as He states that those who will be saved will be found doing the will of the Father.) Verse 22 “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? So they recite a list of deeds they have done, thinking surely it was adequate to get a place in heaven. But look what Jesus said in verse 23 “And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” They are guilty of iniquity which is lawlessness or commandment breaking. Jesus clearly stated precisely who will go to heaven, “…he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.”
The question is not, what denomination you belong to, or what church you go to, or who your pastor is… but the question according to Jesus should only be, “Are you doing the will of the Father in heaven?” Let’s break that down further and make it more personal, for according to Jesus this is eternally important. Failure has eternal consequences. Say this with me, but be asking yourself, “Am I doing the will of the Father in heaven?” No, everybody please, once again, “Am I doing the will of the Father in heaven?”

If you are saying, “But I’m not sure what His will is.” And then you say, “Well if I am not, I surely want to be doing His will.” No we don’t want to be doing the will of God, it is better for us to say, “We need to be doing the will of the Father.” So many want to do His will and never do. But Jesus teaches we need to do His will, as entrance to the kingdom revolves around doing His will. 

All right, so what is His will? This is too easy to miss, but most do. Psalm 40 verse 8. The Holy Spirit spells it out by the hand of David. “I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.” If David were alive today, where do you think he would be at this moment? Most likely in Sabbath worship. 

What does David mean thy law is within my heart? Which law? Yes, the moral law, the Ten Commandments. What else has David written in the Psalms about these Ten Commandments? Psalm 119:6 “Then shall I not be ashamed, when I have respect unto all thy commandments.” Does David allow any exclusions? No, he said, “…all thy commandments.” Psalm 119:86 “All thy commandments [are] faithful:” How many are faithful? All. Any exclusions? None. Psalm 119:151 “…all thy commandments [are] truth.” Are what? “Are truth.” How many are truth? All. Any exclusions? None. So if a person takes one commandment and says I will not honor it, the result is that they will honor error. Psalm 119:172 “…all thy commandments [are] righteousness.” Are what? “Righteousness.” How many are righteousness? All. Any exclusions? None. Psalm 111:7, 8 “The works of his hands [are] verity (verity means true or accurate) and judgment; (judgment used hear means having the ability to judge wisely) all his commandments [are] sure. (Sure means that there is no room for doubt, it means dependable and worthy of trust). They stand fast for ever and ever, [and are] done in truth and uprightness.” My ministerial friends are teaching that this law ended at the cross. Who is right, these ministers or God’s Word? God’s Ten Commandments, all ten, no exceptions stand fast how long? For ever and ever. 

 We just read, “…all thy commandments [are] righteousness.”  On September 10th, right here at Victory, Dr. Standish equated the word righteousness with another word. Do you remember what that word was? Justification. Righteousness = Justification. Some believe justification comes from grace alone. What they are failing to recognize is that it is not grace versus the law, rather it is grace and the law. Brethren, this is serious for if you throw out the law, or throw out even a single commandment, you are stating to God, I choose iniquity over salvation. You then leave Jesus no alternative but to say, I never knew you, depart from me, ye that work iniquity.
Paul says in Romans 7:12 “Wherefore the law [is] holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.” What is holy? The law. Which law is holy? The Ten Commandment law? What did Dr. Standish equate holiness to? Sanctification.
What does God say about a person who knows God’s law to be righteousness (justification) and holiness (sanctification) and turns away from God’s law? 1 Peter 2:21, 22 “For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known [it], to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog [is] turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.”

So if a person has understood the fact that God’s law, found in the Ten Commandments, which are a transcript of God’s Holy character, chooses to disregard all ten or only a single commandment, Peter says they are like a dog lapping his vomit or a pig wallowing in the mud. Hard words? Yes. Why? Because to turn your understanding from a single commandment is rejection of God Himself. You can want God on your terms, but God has given us His terms, which He forces on no one. But what could be more painful than to have known the truth and lived your whole life in the church, only to hear Jesus say, “I never knew you, ye that work iniquity, in other words you who have chosen to be a transgressor. How does God regard the prayers of a person who knows and understands the commandments and turns away from hearing them? God’s word, Proverbs 28:9, Listen with your understanding, God is speaking, “He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer [shall be] abomination.” Abomination to God is detestable. If we choose to turn our ear from a single commandment, where is God’s ear? His ear is deaf to our prayers.
I never can understand why anyone would ever leave this marvelous message that God has given this movement, this continuation of the reformation, His remnant church of the last days, and go back to the errors of yesterday. I would call it simply feasting in a septic tank. But the sad truth is that about 300,000 people a year leave this Seventh-day Adventist Church. Why do they? Because following Jesus involves a cross, and a cross means sacrifice. Jesus said so in Matthew 16:24 “…If any [man] will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.”  Following Jesus all the way involves persecution. Jesus said so in John 15:20 “Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they (may? no) they will also persecute you; …” 
What did Jesus mean that they will persecute you? Do you realize that keeping God’s Sabbath is a powerful witness to those who keep the Pope’s Sabbath? People don’t like to be wrong. So instead of investigating for themselves, it is easier to turn on you with insults and anger. But that is mild. We are at the very door of the time of trouble. Listen to the testimony of Jesus, revealed through His messenger in 7BC 977, “As Christ was hated without cause, so will His people be hated because they are obedient to the commandments of God. If He who was pure, holy, and undefiled, who did good and only good in our world, was treated as a base criminal and condemned to death, His disciples must expect but similar treatment, however faultless may be their life and blameless their character.  {Mar 195.1}

     Human enactments, laws manufactured by satanic agencies under a plea of goodness and restriction of evil, will be exalted, while God's holy commandments are despised and trampled underfoot. And all who prove their loyalty by obedience to the law of Jehovah must be prepared to be arrested, to be brought before councils that have not for their standard the high and holy law of God.  {Mar 195.2}

     Those who live during the last days of this earth's history will know what it means to be persecuted for the truth's sake. {Mar 195.3}” 
By Jesus’ own words, following Him involves denial of self, a cross and persecution. People want easy feel-good religion without self-denial and without a cross. They want to be comfortable and believe that there is safety in numbers, in other words, going along with the majority. 

But Jesus said in Matthew 7:13, 14 “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide [is] the gate, and broad [is] the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: (Jesus is not only talking about Atheists and worldly people, he includes all the nominal world loving Christians who want to coast into heaven) He continues,  Because strait [is] the gate, and narrow [is] the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” Is few many? Few is few and the dictionary says few is not many. How many people got on Noah’s ark, many or few? Few. Where were the many? They were outside preparing to perish in the flood. Were they all bad people? No for many were good moral people. What was their problem then? They failed to believe God’s word spoken through His prophet.
Listen to God’s end time messenger,

“Vain philosophy is employed in representing the path to hell as a path of safety. With the imagination highly wrought, and voices musically tuned, they picture the broad road as one of happiness and glory. Ambition holds before deluded souls, as Satan presented to Eve, a freedom and bliss for them to enjoy which they never conceived was possible. Men are praised who have traveled the broad path to hell, and after they die are exalted to the highest positions in the eternal world. Satan, clothed in robes of brightness, appearing like an exalted angel, tempted the world's Redeemer without success. But as he comes to man robed as an angel of light, he has better success. He covers his hideous purposes, and succeeds too well in deluding the unwary who are not firmly anchored upon eternal truth.” Review and Herald, April 1, 1875.  {Ev 609.2}

So there is a fork in the road that we all come to and we can choose which road we will travel; either the majority’s choice; the broad road that leads to destruction or the road traveled by few, the narrow way. We will never find the reward we are hoping for on the broad road. Yet almost the whole Christian world loves the broad road. 
        And since we are talking denomination, something even more difficult for me to understand, than 300,000 Seventh-day Adventists giving up this faith each year, is for a minister of the Seventh-day Adventist church to leave this message and voluntarily join the Babylonian Sunday-keeping churches, so tightly in the grip of the arch-deceiver, Satan himself. To voluntarily throw out the Law of God and believe it was nailed to the cross, tells me one of two things; either He was a Seventh-day Adventist pastor on the conference books on earth and was never an apostle of Christ, or he was one who lusted after the easy religion of the world with no restrictions on diet and pleasures.  No matter who he teaches and preaches to, he is a deceiver and an anti-christ. He soundly rejects the “Sabbath,” “God’s prophet,” the “sanctuary message,” the “2300 year prophecy” the “investigative judgment” and the “Millennium” as God has helped this church of the final generation understand it. He then embraces the “once saved-always saved” heresy and the “secret rapture” nonsense. Unfortunately they become the most ardent agents of Satan to call SDA’s out of the faith. They are the Pope’s apostles. What did I say these former SDA ministers are? They are the Pope’s apostles. They have turned God’s grace into disgrace and in the executive judgment they will be as Ezekiel states in chapter 21 verse 32, “Thou shalt be for fuel to the fire; …”
When the scripture states in Revelation 12:17, “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, (that’s extreme anger with God’s church) and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, (that’s the final followers of Jesus as we near the end of the reformation) which keep the commandments of God, (They will not be upholding the counterfeit Sabbath of the unfaithful churches) and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. (they will recognize God’s messenger of the last days)” 
I cannot paint a pretty picture for what lies ahead for our people. During the 1,260 year reign of the Papacy, in excess of 50 million laid down their lives for Christ as they would not bow their knee to the Papacy. They saw Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah faithful to God and saw their deliverance from which they drew courage, so we need to be courageous and endure for whatever lies ahead, knowing they died when the dragon was wroth with the woman; but he is about to make all out war with the remnant people. Remember brethren, we will either face man’s wrath which could mean martyrdom, or if we weaken and switch sides, we will face God’s wrath.
Nominal Adventism today is identified by its indifference, complacency and compromise. John wrote in 1 John 1:6
“If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:” What truth is it that those walking in darkness do not do? Didn’t David say in Psalm 119:151 “…all thy commandments [are] truth.” So if we do His Commandments we are acknowledging that we know Him and John further clarifies this in 1 John 2:3 “And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.  BUT verse 4:
 2:4
He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” 
So if we say we have fellowship with Jesus, and if we say we know Him, and willfully choose to break any of the Ten Commandments, we do not know Him, He will say, “I never knew you” and we are liars with an ultimate fate of the second death, so stated in Revelation 21:8, “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, (And all what? liars) shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.”  
Why will God show no mercy then? Because they thumbed their noses at Christ while they professed Him with their tongues. What do I mean thumbed their noses? God’s Word is clear, concise and complete. Nothing need be added and nothing should be taken away from its text. 
Friends, not only are we nearing the end of time, but the reformation will end when probation has ended. The last great work that God has committed to the movement that He has raised up is to repair the breach made in His law and to preach the three angel’s messages of Revelation 14. In the 4th century after Christ, the ant-christ power changed God’s Sabbath to the spurious man-made commandment of Sunday worship. Everyone will have opportunity to decide for the only Sabbath God made, blessed, sanctified and made holy, or for the man-made commandment, Sunday. Just remember, Jesus said in Matthew 15:9, “But in vain they do worship me, teaching [for] doctrines the commandments of men.” What does Jesus call the worship of those who follow men’s commandments? Vain worship. What does vain mean? It’s worthless or useless. Placing a false day of worship in place of the seventh day which God says is, “my holy day,” is irreverence. 
Why when you come into the sanctuary at Victory do you find a reverence for God, instead of a whole bunch of talking, hugging and handshaking? Because God’s people know that on His holy day that He is here and we honor His command in Lev. 19:30, “Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary: I [am] the LORD.” There is love in Victory, but in the sanctuary it is directed vertical. There is plenty of space outside of the sanctuary to fellowship one with another.

Why do real Seventh-day Adventists not wear jewelry? Because God commanded in Ex. 33:5 “…therefore now put off thy ornaments from thee…” Why do real Seventh-day Adventists turn off the TV before the Sabbath begins at sundown Friday? Because in Ex. 20:8 God says, “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.” How are we to keep it? HOLY. He never said, “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it worldly.” Why do real Seventh-day Adventists refrain from graduations, family reunions, weddings and worldly gatherings during the 24 hours of God’s Holy Sabbath day? Because God said in Isaiah 58:13 “…turn away thy foot from the sabbath, [from] doing thy pleasure on my holy day…”It is impossible to keep the Sabbath holy in the gatherings of worldly people. It is impossible to love God with all you heart and soul if you choose to trample God’s Sabbath. People who choose to break God’s Sabbath are men-pleasers, but they are most displeasing to God. 
It is a disgrace to think that in 2011, the Christian world believes that their duty to God is one day a week, and that that is a time for feel-good contemporary music and short-feel good love sermons; while real Christians have laid down their lives for the truth’s sake for 20 centuries, rather than make a single compromise against the will of God. 

What must I be to be saved? One word, OBEDIENCE. The song does not say, “Trust and Feel Good,” It correctly says, “Trust and Obey for there’s no other way.” Proverbs 13:14, 15 says this, “The law of the wise [is] a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death. Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors [is] hard.”

God has created every human being with a God-shaped void and a need to worship. The world in rebellion tries unsuccessfully to fill that void with everything but Christ, but that nagging emptiness remains. Alcohol, drugs, tobacco, sex, dancing, theater, gambling, and sports do not have the ability to satisfy a single soul. Worship of money, cars, houses, or anything material, even worship of the intellect, all contribute to exalting self, as pride is fed with the foolishness of man’s joyless experiences. 

God has said, “… the way of transgressors [is] hard.” But God’s word also says, in Psalm 119:165, “Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them.” What kind of peace? Great peace. Jesus is coming soon, how will He find you? Will He find you hoping that He will save you? If you choose to be a transgressor, do you think at that time He will make an exception?
Let us answer that by turning to the last book of the Bible, the last chapter, Revelation 22. Verse 11 says, “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: (When Jesus says this, the judgment deciding every case in the books of heaven will be finished, and quite clearly those still sinning when He says this, will no longer be able to petition the mercy and grace of God; they are lost eternally.) But notice what else Jesus says, “… and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.” Righteous and holy, in other words, justified and sanctified, having the seal of God in their foreheads, they will live with Him eternally.

The God of judgment will then pour out the seven plagues on the transgressors, that are clearly described in Revelation 16. Still in Revelation 22 following the plagues, look at verse 12 “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward [is] with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” That is the second coming when the deceased saved of all the ages will come forth from their graves with the immortal vigor of youth. Any transgressor still alive at His coming will be destroyed by the brightness of His coming as mortals cannot survive the presence of God. 
He takes the righteous and holy to the New Jerusalem and what does He call His followers? Verse 24, “Blessed [are] they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.” He calls them blessed. Why? Because they love Him and do His commandments.     Let us pray…

