Mecklenburg Correctional Center 

Lesson Handout – October 6, 2007
Study of Daniel Chapter 11 – Part 1
In previous Daniel studies we have experienced the matters of the kingdoms that ruled the world in generalities. We have seen how God uses the principle of repeat and enlarge in chapters 2, 7, 8 & 9. Starting in with Daniel 2, Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and the image representing the 4 ruling world empires, the split up of the Roman empire into the ancient nations of western Europe, culminating in the second coming of Jesus. Daniel was about 19 or 20.
In Daniel 7 we studied the 4 ruling world empires in Daniel’s dream represented by the four beasts that rose from the sea and the emergence of the little horn power. Daniel was about 70 or 71.
Daniel had a vision about two years later in chapter 8. It was largely about two of the world empires and the little horn power in its pagan and papal phases. It also introduced us to the longest time prophecy in the Bible, the 2300 years, which were explained in detail in chapter 9. 

As we begin our study this week, we find that the 11th chapter of Daniel deals more with details of events that took place during the Persian and Grecian Empire in the first 15 verses. That will be the subject of study this week. The next 15 verses pertain largely to Rome in its pagan phase and that will be our focus next week. The last 15 verses will take us through the remainder of history, up to the time around the end of probation. If you are a history buff, you will indeed be fascinated with these studies.
Daniel 11:1 “Also I in the first year of Darius the Mede, even I, stood to confirm and to strengthen him.” 
“Also I …” This is still the angel Gabriel speaking and is a continuation of his speaking from Daniel 10:21. It was unfortunate that those who put the Bible in chapters and verses split up chapters 10 & 11 as it give the reader the sense that a new part of the book begins here when there really was no interruption from what Gabriel was speaking in chapter 10.

“…first year of Darius the Mede, …” The vision was given in the third year of Cyrus (ch.10:1 – 536/535 BC), the angel Gabriel is telling Daniel of an event that took place in the first year of Darius the Mede and how Darius had been honored of heaven by a visit of the angel Gabriel “… to confirm and to strengthen him.”
Daniel 11:2 “And now will I show thee the truth. Behold, there shall stand up yet three kings in Persia; and the fourth shall be far richer than they all: and by his strength through his riches he shall stir up all against the realm of Grecia.”
“And now will I show thee the truth.” The substance of the fourth great revelation in Daniel begins with this verse. All that precedes this from chapter 10:1 to 11:1 is background and introduction.
“Behold, there shall stand up yet three kings in Persia;” Inasmuch as this vision was given to Daniel in the third year of Cyrus (ch. 10:1); the reference is to the three future kings who would follow Cyrus on the throne of Persia. These were Cambyses (530-522 BC); False Smerdis (522 BC - Gaumata, whose Babylonian name was Bardiya) who was a usurper (seized the throne without legal authority); and Darius I (522-486 BC) 
“…and the fourth …” Xerxes is the fourth. There are two views on the three kings that precede Xerxes. One view is that Cyrus was the first of the three and False Smerdis did not count as he was not legitimate to occupy the throne. Others say that Cyrus should not be counted as the vision was talking about three yet (to come) and therefore False Smerdis did count as he occupied for a short time. Despite either view, Xerxes was the fourth and occupied the throne from 486 – 465 BC)
“… far richer than they all ...” Xerxes is to be identified as Ahasuserus in the Book of Esther 1:1. Of him it is recorded that he was particularly proud of the riches of his glorious kingdom (see Esther 1:4, 6, 7). 
“…he shall stir up all against the realm of Grecia.” Although the Persian Empire was ruling the world from 539 BC to 331 BC, by the time of Xerxes, the Greek Peninsula remained the only important area in the Mediterranean not under Persian domination. In 490 BC, Darius the Great, predecessor of Xerxes, while attempting to subdue the Greeks, had been stopped at Marathon. With the accession of Xerxes, new plans on a lavish scale were laid for the conquest of Greece. Over 40 nations furnished troops for Xerxes army. Included in that vast army were soldiers from India, Ethiopia, Arabia and Armenia. By 480 BC, the Greeks had the vast Persian Empire in arms against them.
Daniel 11:3 “And a mighty king shall stand up, that shall rule with great dominion, and do according to his will.”
“And a mighty king …” The Hebrew words are “melek gibbor” which means “a valiant (warrior) king.” This clearly refers to Alexander the Great in the period from 336-323 BC, during his early conquests and after he had world domination following the Battle of Arbela in 331 BC. In 331 BC he entered Egypt virtually unopposed and founded the city of Alexandria where he declared himself the successor of the Pharaohs and his troops hailed him as a god. 
“…great dominion …” Alexander’s dominion extended down from Macedonia and Greece to northwestern India, from Egypt to the Jaxartes River east of the Caspian Sea – the largest empire the world had yet known.
Daniel 11:4 “And when he shall stand up, his kingdom shall be broken, and shall be divided toward the four winds of heaven; and not to his posterity, nor according to his dominion which he ruled: for his kingdom shall be plucked up, even for others beside those.” 
“…when he shall stand up …” Alexander had scarcely reached the pinnacle of his power when he died in 323 BC, after a round of hard drinking. He fell ill and died of acute alcohol poisoning. It has been said that following that drunken bout, he developed “swamp fever” (malaria) and died 11 days later.
“…his kingdom shall be broken …” Alexander had left no one in his immediate family who could be expected to hold together the territories he had won. For a number of years the leading generals tried to hold the empire in tact in the name of Alexander’s half brother and his only son, but in less than 25 years after his death, a coalition of four generals defeated all those who had aspired to the throne and control of the whole empire, Antigonus being the last.
“…shall be divided toward the four winds of heaven …” Represents the four quarters of the compass. The same division is represented by the four heads of the leopard in Daniel 7:6. They were Cassander to the west, Lysimachus to the north, Seleucus to the east, and Ptolemy to the south. 
“…not to his posterity …” Alexander’s posthumous (born after his death) son was called king, but in the struggle amongst the generals, he was killed while still a young child. No relation of Alexander ever ruled the empire.
Daniel 11:5 “And the king of the south shall be strong, and one of his princes; and he shall be strong above him, and have dominion; his dominion shall be a great dominion.”
“…the king of the south …” From this point on through much of the chapter, the prophecy focuses on the two kingdoms emerging from Alexander’s empire with which God’s people , the Jews, had most to do. These were Syria, ruled by the Seleucids, and Egypt, ruled by the Ptolemies. From the geographical standpoint of Palestine, and in much of the chapter, Syria was considered the king of the north and Egypt was the king of the south. At the point of history referred to in this verse, the king of Egypt was Ptolemy I Soter, one of Alexander’s best generals who established the most enduring of the Hellenistic monarchies.

“…one of his princes …” This refers to Seleucus I Nicator, another of Alexander’s generals who served under the command of Ptolemy and was the one referred to above as the king of the north above. For a short time Antigonus had driven Seleucus from a portion of his territory in 316 BC. Ptolemy joined forces with Seleucus to defeat Demetrius, son of Antigonus in 312 BC and Seleucus succeeded in regaining his territories in Mesopotamia.
“…he shall be strong above him …” That is Seleucus, who at one time could be considered one of Ptolemy’s “princes,” later became stronger than the Egyptian king. When Seleucus I Nicator died in 281 BC, his realm extended from Hellespont to northern India, the greatest extent of territory next to Alexander.

Daniel 11:6 “And in the end of years they shall join themselves together; for the king's daughter of the south shall come to the king of the north to make an agreement: but she shall not retain the power of the arm; neither shall he stand, nor his arm: but she shall be given up, and they that brought her, and he that begat her, and he that strengthened her in these times.”
“And in the end of years …” The prophetic view now focuses on a crisis that developed about 35 years after Seleucus I.

“…join themselves together; …” To solidify peace between the two kingdoms after a long and costly war, Antiochus II Theos (261-246 BC), grandson of Seleucus I, married Berenice, a daughter of the Egyptian king Ptolemy II Philadelphus. Antiochus also deposed his former wife and sister, Laodice, from her position of priority and debarred her children from succession to the throne.
“…king of the north …” This term is used for the first time in this prophecy. In the present context it refers to the Seleucids, whose territories were north of Palestine. The then “king of the north” was Seleucus II Callinicus (246-226 BC), son of Antiochus II and Laodice. 

“…she shall not retain the power of the arm; …” After a son had been born to the new marriage, reconciliation was effected between Antiochus and Laodice.
“…neither shall he stand,  …” Antiochus died suddenly, poisoned by Laodice.
“…nor his arm:  …” Former versions have the word arm reading his “seed.” This would then refer to Antiochus’ son by Berenice, whom Laodice killed.
“…she shall be given up …” That is Berencice, who along with her infant son was killed by the henchmen of Laodice.

“…they that brought her …” Many of Berenice’s Egyptian ladies in waiting perished with her.
“…he that begat her …” This would apply to the father of Berenice, Ptolemy II who had died in Egypt and was entirely apart from the vengeance wreaked by Laodice. 
“…he that strengthened her …” Most likely this applies to Antiochus, Berenice’s husband.
Daniel 11:7 “But out of a branch of her roots shall one stand up in his estate, which shall come with an army, and shall enter into the fortress of the king of the north, and shall deal against them, and shall prevail:”  

“…a branch of her roots …” Ptolemy III Euergetes, son of Ptolemy II and brother of Berenice, succeeded his father in 246 BC, and invaded Syria in revenge for his sister’s murder.
“…shall prevail:” Ptolemy III was entirely victorious in his campaign against Seleucus II. He pressed his conquests inland as far as Mesopotamia and he established Egyptian sea power on the Mediterranean. 
Daniel 11:8 “And shall also carry captives into Egypt their gods, with their princes, and with their precious vessels of silver and of gold; and he shall continue more years than the king of the north.”
“…Egypt …” This sole occurrence (until verse 42) of the actual name of the country of the actual name of the country of the “king of the south” establishes beyond doubt the identity of that land.

“…their gods …” Ptolemy III brought back immense booty to Egypt, many of the sacred images and treasures carried off by the Persians.
“…he shall continue more years than the king of the north.” Ptolemy III refrained from any further attacks on the king of the north and did in fact outlive him by two years. Seleucus III died in 224 BC and Ptolemy III died in 222 BC.

Daniel 11:9 “So the king of the south shall come into his kingdom, and shall return into his own land.”  The interpretation here does not agree with the LXX (The Septuagint). 
The Hebrew wording here would correctly read, “He would come into the kingdom of the king of the south and shall return into his own land.”  What this actually means was that Seleucus had re-established his authority and marched against Egypt, hoping to retrieve his riches and regain his prestige. He was defeated and forced to return to Syria empty handed. This was about 240 BC.
Daniel 11:10 “But his sons shall be stirred up, and shall assemble a multitude of great forces: and one shall certainly come, and overflow, and pass through: then shall he return, and be stirred up, even to his fortress.”

“…his sons …” That is the two sons of Seleucus II. They were Seleucus III Ceraunus Soter who was murdered after a short reign from 226/225 BC to 223/222 BC; and Antiochus III, the Great who reigned 223/222 BC to 188/187 BC.

“…overflow, and pass through: …” In 219 BC, Antiochus III initiated his campaign for southern Syria and Palestine by retaking Seleucia, the port of Antioch. Thereafter he set our upon a systematic campaign to conquer Palestine from his rival, Ptolemy IV Philopator (222-204 BC).
Daniel 11:11 “And the king of the south shall be moved with choler, and shall come forth and fight with him, even with the king of the north: and he shall set forth a great multitude; but the multitude shall be given into his hand.”
“…moved with choler …” Choler means to be enraged. In 217 BC Ptolemy IV met Antiochus at Raphia near the Palestine-Egyptian border.
“…he shall set forth a great multitude …” Ancient historian Polybius states that the army of Antiochus numbered 62,000 infantry, 6,000 cavalry and 102 elephants. Ptolemy’s troops were estimated to be of a similar number.
“…given into his hand.” The battle of Raphia (217 BC) resulted in a stinging defeat for Antiochus, who it is reported that he lost over 10,000 infantry, over 300 cavalry plus 4,000 taken prisoner.
Daniel 11:12 “And when he hath taken away the multitude, his heart shall be lifted up; and he shall cast down many ten thousands: but he shall not be strengthened by it.
“…he …” That is Ptolemy IV.
“…not be strengthened …” Indolent and dissolute, Ptolemy failed to make the best of his victory at Raphia. It is believed that he died in 205 BC and was succeeded by a son aged 4 or 5, Ptolemy V Epiphanes (204 BC to 180 BC. In the meantime Antiochus III turned his energies to recovering his eastern territories and campaigned successfully as far as the border of India, in the years 212-204 BC.
Daniel 11:13 “For the king of the north shall return, and shall set forth a multitude greater than the former, and shall certainly come after certain years with a great army and with much riches.”

“…king of the north shall return …” The accession of the child Ptolemy V presented Antiochus III with the opportunity of avenging himself upon the Egyptians. In 201 BC he invaded Palestine again.
“…after certain years …” Literally “at the end of times, years.” This refers to the 16 year period between 217 and 201 BC, which was between the Battle of Raphia (verse 11) and Antiochus’ second campaign against the south.

Daniel 11:14 “And in those times there shall many stand up against the king of the south: also the robbers of thy people shall exalt themselves to establish the vision; but they shall fall.”
“…in those times …” Beginning with this verse, the next great world empire, Rome, enters the scene. It is a matter of fact that Antiochus IV (Epiphanes), who ruled from 175 to 164/163 BC, brought a national crisis upon the Jews with his policy Hellenization, which was an attempt to force the Jews to give up their national religion and culture, and to adopt in its place the religion, culture and the language of the Greeks. He very nearly completed the extermination of the religion and culture of the Jews and even stripped the sanctuary of all its treasures. He plundered Jerusalem, left the city and its walls in ruins, slew thousands of Jews and carried others into exile to become slaves.
A royal edict commanded them to abandon all rites of their own religion and to live as heathen. They were forced to erect pagan altars in every Judean town, to offer swine’s flesh upon them, and to surrender every copy of their scriptures to be torn up and burned.

Eventually the Jews rose in revolt and drove the forces of Antiochus from Judea. They even succeeded in repelling an army sent by Antiochus for the specific purpose of exterminating them as a nation.
Entering into an alliance with Rome a few years later (161 BC), the Jews enjoyed nearly a century of comparative independence and prosperity under Roman protection, until Judea became a Roman ethnarchy (a province of Rome with a Roman ruler) in 63 BC.

“…the robbers of thy people …” Objectively it means “those who act violently against thy people.” It refers to the Romans, who eventually in 63 BC, robbed the Jews of their independence, and later in AD 70 destroyed the temple and the city of Jerusalem.  
Daniel 11:15 “So the king of the north shall come, and cast up a mount, and take the most fenced cities: and the arms of the south shall not withstand, neither his chosen people, neither shall there be any strength to withstand.” 

Following the parenthetical remarks in verse 14, verse 15 continues the narrative begun in verse 13.

“…the king of the north …” This verse concerns Syria’s Antiochus and his second campaign in Palestine. 
“…take the most fenced cities …” The reference is to Gaza which fell to Antiochus III in 201 BC, after a considerable siege. It also refers to Sidon, where Antiochus cornered an Egyptian army in this same war, and after a siege forced the Egyptians to surrender.
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