VICTORY EVERLASTING GOSPEL CHURCH
“TO DINE WITH SWINE”

October 6, 2007

Opening Hymn: P. 248 O, How I Love Jesus
Introduction: The parables of the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the prodigal son, bring out in distinct lines God’s pitying love for those who are straying from Him.  Although they have turned away from God, he does not leave them in their misery. He is full of kindness and tender pity toward all who are exposed to the temptations of the artful foe.
Opening prayer:

The Road Home
By

Flora Reigada

Boring!


Long ago, that’s what a son thought of home.

Dumb!


That’s what he thought of his father’s rules.

Fun!


That’w what he wanted to have.

Now!


Things haven’t changed much, have they?


So, with money in his pocket and partying on is mind,


Down the road he went, just like so many of us.


The young man’s father watched and waited


Until the parties ended, the money ran out


And hard lessons were learned.


Things haven’t changed much, have they?

Good news!


God never changes.


Like the father watched for his son,


Then ran to embrace him when he returned,


God watches for us, yearns for us,


Then run to welcome us home.

Luke 15:11 And he said, A certain man had two sons:
12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living.

Rhyme I: What is thine is mine! 
13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living.

14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want.

Rhyme II. What was mine is no longer mine!
15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.

16 And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him.

17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father’s have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!

18 I will arise and go to my Father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee.
19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.

Rhyme III: What is thine is not mine!
20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.

21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.

22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet:

23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry:

24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry.

25 Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing.

26And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant.

27 And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and sound.

28 And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and intreated him.

29 And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends:

30 But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf.

31 And he said unto him, Son, thou are ever with me, and all that I have is thine.

Rhyme IV: What is mine is thine!
32 It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found.

See Christ’s Object Lessons entitled “Lost and is Found” pp 81-87 which covers the exegesis of this message.

In conclusion,  look at the four rhymes and answer for yourself. Here are my answers:
I. What does God or Christ have that I want? Answer: Grace or Character.
II. What do I have that I no longer to have? Answer: Sin.

III. What does God have that is not mine? Answer: Divinity.

IV. What is God’s that I can have? Answer: A heavenly home.

In any given situation we can be like the father or we can be like the elder son. I challenge each of you to focus on the father’s love, to remember that at any given time we can become the prodigal son and to strive to never be like the elder son who denied his own brother due to anger and jealousy.
CLOSING PRAYER:

Closing Hymn: P. 216 When the Roll is Called Up Yonder
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