Sabbath October 11, 2008

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

“Have We Lost Our Way?” Power point Presentation
Isaiah 40:8 “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever.”

Shall we invite God’s presence to our worship hour? “Heavenly Father…”
Today’s sermon asks a most important question, “Have We Lost Our Way?”

God blessed the mind of a young seventeen year old woman named Ellen Gould Harmon by giving her the spiritual gift of prophecy. She later married a minister named James White and became known as Ellen G. White. 
She made a very important statement found in Last Day Events - Page 72. She said, “In reviewing our past history, having traveled over every step of advance to our present standing, I can say, Praise God! As I see what the Lord has wrought, I am filled with astonishment, and with confidence in Christ as leader.” And then she said, “We have nothing to fear for the future, except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us, and His teaching in our past history.” LDE 72.1 (2 of 2)

So how has the Lord led us in the past, and what is His teaching in our past history that we should not forget? For perspective, we need to take a look back at our courageous pioneers in this Advent movement.

When Baptist farmer William Miller was thirty-four years of age he became dissatisfied with his religious views. The Holy Spirit impressed his heart, and he turned to the study of the Word of God. He found in Christ the answer to all his needs. His study led him to the great prophecies that pointed to the first and to the second advent of our Lord. The time prophecies interested him, particularly Daniel and The Revelation. In the year 1818, as a result of his study of the prophecies of Daniel 8 and 9, he came to the conclusion that Christ would come some time in the year 1843 or 1844. He hesitated until 1831 before he began to announce his findings. From his first public service we may mark the beginnings of the Advent movement in North America. Using a descriptive chart, similar to a copy shown here, in the months and years that followed, roughly 100,000 persons came to believe in the imminence of Christ’s second coming. They were called Millerites or Adventists.
When Jesus did not come in 1843, the mistake of no zero year was found and a revised date of March 21, 1844 was established. When that failed, then they revised the date once more. October 22, 1844 was set for the conclusion of the 2300 years and the coming of Christ.

Following the great disappointment of 1844, Miller lived for several years. He fell asleep in Christ in 1849. A small chapel stands near his home in Low Hampton, New York, built by Miller before he died. In spite of his misunderstanding of the event that was to transpire in 1844, God used him to awaken the world to the nearness of the end and to prepare sinners for the time of judgment. 
Many of those Millerites, or Adventists as they were called, either went back to their old churches, or just plain gave up on religion entirely. But not so with everyone. A small group of young persons began to search the scriptures and came up with some startling revelations. Among that group of young people were:

Hiram Edson was a pioneer of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, known for introducing the investigative judgment doctrine to the church. Edson spent October 22, 1844 with friends waiting for the event, and was heart-broken when Jesus did not return as expected. 

On the morning of October 23 they were passing through Edson's grain field where he claimed to have seen a vision.

In this vision, Edson came to understand that "the cleansing of the sanctuary" meant that Jesus was moving from the Holy Place to the Most Holy Place in the heavenly sanctuary, and not to the Second Coming of Jesus to earth.

Edson shared what he believed he saw with many of the local Adventists who were greatly encouraged by his account. As a result Edson began studying the Bible with two of the other believers in the area, O. R. L. Crosier and Franklin B. Hahn, who published their findings in a paper called the Day-Dawn.

Many of the Adventist pioneers first began their work when they were teenagers.

Pioneers such as Ellen Gould Harmon, she was 17; 

John Loughborough, 14 ordained at age 22; missionary to California in 1868, then to Europe in 1878, held many positions of responsibility. 

John Nevins Andrews, 15, Intellectual & theologian, he made great strides in the development of church doctrines. John died of tuberculosis at age 54 in Basel, Switzerland.
Uriah Smith, 12, For about a half century he was the editor or on the editorial staff of the church paper, the Review and Herald. He is best known for his book, The Prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation and he was the one who wrote the song “O Brother Be Faithful”
John Harvey Kellogg born February 26, 1852, grew up in the village of Battle Creek, MI and was raised in a devout Seventh-day Adventist family. He was familiar from an early age with the "healthy living" tenants advocated by his church. 

In 1866 church founders, Ellen and James White, opened a Health Reform Institute, where hydrotherapy, or the water cure, was practiced. The Institute was moderately successful but needed the firm hand of a full-time medical director. The Whites saw potential and helped finance John Harvey Kellogg's medical studies.

In 1876, at age 24, Dr. John Harvey Kellogg became the staff physician at the Battle Creek Sanitarium, a position he would hold for 62 years.  
Dr. Kellogg introduced several new techniques, primarily in abdominal surgery, and had an extraordinarily low mortality rate in the more than 22,000 operations he performed during his 67 year career. 

He took no fees for his work with the Sanitarium or for any of his surgeries. His entire personal income was derived from royalties from the nearly 50 books and medical treatises which he published during his long career. 
Kellogg raised the Battle Creek Sanitarium to national prominence as a "place where people learn to stay well." 

In the early 1900s, Kellogg published The Living Temple, a book whose sale was intended to raise funds for the sanitarium. Several Adventist leaders, including A.G. Daniells and Ellen G. White, concluded that the book was pantheistic in its portrayal of the nature and work of the Holy Spirit. The theological disagreement led to a break, and in 1907, Kellogg took himself and the sanitarium out of the denomination. 

Jesus testifies through the earthly prophet by visions and dreams. In the Bible there were prophetesses as well as prophets.  Deborah was a prophetess.  Anna, Huldah, and Miriam were all prophetesses. And Ellen Gould Harmon was chosen to the prophetic office.

God first called her to be a spokesperson for Him in December 1844, the exact year that the Bible tells us the “time of God’s judgment” began.

Over her lifetime, Ellen White had an estimated 2,000 prophetic visions and dreams. As a young girl, due to a serious head trauma, her formal education ended at the third grade, and yet she wrote on a highly educated level.  

During her life, she wrote over 100,000 manuscript pages, an estimated 25 million words, which included well over 50 books, and she meets all the Bible tests for a true prophet. 

She wrote volumes on subjects she had never studied; setting forth principles and scientific facts that were unknown to the most learned men of her day, but today are accepted as proven scientific facts. And she has lectured to tens of thousands on three continents.

At Groveland, Massachusetts, in 1876 for more than an hour, she addressed her largest audience, estimated at 20,000, without the aid of a microphone. The Holy Spirit reaches the ears of those in attendance with the messages spoken.

Her book titled Education, has been read and given resounding praise by high educational officials around the world. Today, Seventh-day Adventists have 7, 442 educational institutions and over one million four hundred eighty thousand students around the world. 

HEALTH: God blessed the mind of Ellen White to write on health.  Her instructions for better health, which were so strange when she wrote them, are so normal today, and have been praised by various experts, books on health that baffle modern health experts with their accuracy.  

In 203 out of 229 countries listed by the United Nations, Seventh-day Adventists operate 748 health care facilities. Here is pictured the world renown Loma Linda University Medical Center. 

Today Seventh-day Adventists have 46 publishing houses, publishing Christian literature in 273 languages using another 642 languages orally.  The building shown was recently opened in Israel. 
There are over 61,800 churches, and additional 61,361 companies, and as of January 1, 2007 a total membership of 15,115, 806.

Ellen White wrote a book on The Adventist Home.  Would homes be falling apart in the time of the end?  Would there be conflict between husbands and wives?  She wrote a book on how to have a happy home.   Keep in mind, the gift is not the person, the gift is the prophetic influence and instruction from Jesus!

Seventh-day Adventists don't consider her writings above the Bible, rather through the guidance of the gift of prophecy and the testimony of Jesus, people are directed back to the Bible. 

Through His prophet and over her lifetime, God gave specific instructions and the very blueprints to guide the church in every phase of denominational work.

 
The little group that came together in the 1800's, searched the scriptures and many of the Bible doctrines that we hold dear today, God led their minds to discover the real truth, confirmation often coming through God’s prophet after she was taken in vision.
They also caught the vision— “Expand”.  Tens of thousands of consecrated medical missionaries around the world. 

The Seventh-day Adventist Church has a rich history and many of the pioneers played important roles in helping to shape its growth with God’s leading. There were however a number of problems that plagued the church through all of its years, from inception until our present day. 

So with a rock solid beginning and God leading His people, then in 2008 the question must be asked, are we still on rock solid ground or Have We Lost Our Way? WHY would I ASK SUCH A QUESTION?

The question must be asked because of APOSTASY. But first understand what apostasy is and where apostasy originated. The religious definition of apostasy would be a desertion or renunciation of one’s beliefs or principles.

The most beautiful and most intelligent of all created beings was first to apostatize. Lucifer said, “I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.” Isaiah 14:13, 14

In every decision: It is either “I Will” or it’s “God’s Will”
Why is there apostasy in God’s church? God wishes us to have the mastery over ourselves. But He cannot help us without our consent and co-operation. The divine Spirit works through the powers and faculties given to man. Of ourselves, we are not able to bring the purposes and desires and inclinations into harmony with the will of God; but if we are "willing to be made willing," the Saviour will accomplish this for us, "Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.”    2 Corinthians 10:5.
The GREATEST enemy to the SDA Church is the “I WILL” personality. The one who will not follow God’s specific directions, because he or she feels they have a better idea. 

A perfect example would be Cain and Able. Able understood that the sacrifice of the lamb for sin, represented the plan of salvation for sinners. He brought his sacrifice, a perfect lamb, as that was revealed to be God’s Will.

The very center of the sacrificial system was the lamb.  One day, there was a man named John, who was standing in water up to his waist in the River Jordan. He saw another man come walking out of the wilderness, and John pointed at him and said, 

John 1:29   “ Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” Abel’s sacrifice was accepted by God. So, what did Cain bring for a sacrifice?

He brought vegetables.  Cain said no to the will of God. He said I WILL bring something better. Being a farmer, he selected from his best crops. God rejected his sacrifice and Cain rose up and slew his brother in a fit of jealousy. The spirit of Lucifer was in the heart of Cain and in the heart of anyone who rejects the will of God for human planning and scheming.

And many today are allowing human reasoning and planning to bypass the expressed will of God. Pride says no, I WILL do it my way. And many there are that choose the broad road leading to destruction.

In these final days of the final generation, we know that Satan’s object of attack is God’s Church. 

There is no question that Satan wants the worship of every living person on planet earth. And he has achieved most of his goal.

Most except for the remnant of God’s Faithful ones. To them he has focused his extreme anger. As the scripture reads, “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”  Revelation 12:17 

With his giant intellect,  his study of mankind has made him expert at manipulation and control of the minds of those not totally surrendered to Jesus. Inspiration tells us that his ability to deceive is ten times greater than in Christ’s time. If we are sober and vigilant, we can understand whether or not we are walking in the will of God, or being trapped in Satan’s devices.

The sad fact is that after years of creeping compromise, the church today is in a far greater state of apostasy than ancient Israel ever was. We have the tools and resources given in Scripture and the Spirit of Prophecy. We have the blueprints in every area of denominational work.
In the corporate structure of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, there are many in leadership roles who are genuinely sincere in their worship of God; and we need to acknowledge that fact and pray for our leadership.

60 years ago almost all Seventh-day Adventists were in agreement on our doctrines and church standards. Little by little compromise lowered standards and doctrines were diluted with new theologies. Pluralism is rampant in many of our churches today.
How does the Laodicean church see itself today? Revelation 3:17 says, “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; …” Here is what the church is saying: 
We have marvelous schools of higher learning such as Loma Linda University; and this is the Southwestern Adventist  University. 

We have numerous hospitals such as the world famous Loma Linda University Medical Center.

We have many large church buildings such as the Cloverdale Seventh-day Adventist Church

Our World Headquarters of the Seventh-day Adventist Church is a beautiful edifice. Located in Silver Spring, Maryland, since 1989. The church headquarters building, known as the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, houses and supports the administration of one of the world's fastest growing churches. 

Question - Aren’t the accomplishments of seemingly sincere men, in building large hospitals to care for the health needs of the afflicted, and universities to educate the young who are the future leaders of the church, and the large beautiful churches, aren’t they all built to the honor and glory of God? 

Well just how does God see the Laodicean church today? Revelation 3:17 goes on to say, “…knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked” 

Question-Why does God not see the church today as its people see it? Why just look at what we have accomplished:
We have a church manual since 1932.  It is an excellent authority in all matters pertaining to the operation of the church. The early church fathers had to be wrong when they said we didn’t need one. And look, we have replaced that old 3 angels logo with this beautiful new logo that is very ecumenical and is therefore more widely accepted by the brethren of other denominations.

And check this out, church is now a fun place to be. Kids love the clown ministry and the mimes are very popular. The children of all ages enjoy their spiritual presentations.

All the kids love the wonderful Bible stories told with puppet ministries. The kids take an active role in teaching the stories of Jesus.

Many of our churches have found larger attendances with the addition of Celebration style of worship.

Many who attend the celebration style services go home feeling that they were moved by the spirit. They just don’t want the hymn book anymore. The kids will tell you, church really rocks. We’ll do anything to keep the kids coming to church. Surely that’s what God will have us do.

Our churches have really sparked an interest in our sports programs. We no longer believe in the old taboos about competitive sports. We really enjoy the comradeship of the other churches. 

Our schools and colleges are just like the other Christian schools now. We have intramural sports programs and who knows, some day we may be participating with the higher level programs. Kids need these programs to be well rounded in their education.

Our churches do a marvelous job with worship hour drama presentations. Many report that it makes the Bible come alive in the sanctuary. Surely the Lord is pleased.

Ellen White was relevant in her time, but we live in different times. Today we have streamlined our worship service and removed a lot of the old rules that made worship a drudgery. Some of our churches prefer not to even mention Mrs. White.

So why doesn’t God see the church today as its people see it? “Look at what we have accomplished,” they say.
God has plainly stated that the church of LAODICEA today is: WRETCHED, MISERABLE, POOR, BLIND, and NAKED.

Why does the Seventh-day Adventist Church see itself as rich, increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and God sees the Seventh-day Adventist Church as wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked? The answer lies in the WILL. Will we follow God’s blueprints, or will we follow plans of human devising? 

Plans that have the chief conspirator at their very foundation. Spirit of Prophecy says, “I have been shown that Satan has not been stupid and careless these many years, since his fall, but has been learning. He has grown more artful. His plans are laid deeper, and are more covered with a religious garment to hide their deformity. The power of Satan now to tempt and deceive is ten-fold greater than it was in the days of the apostles.” 
Do you comprehend that? His power to deceive in the 19th Century was 10 TIMES what it was in the time of the apostles. What is it here in the 21st century?  Going on, “His power has increased, and it will increase, until it is taken away. His wrath and hate grow stronger as his time to work draws near its close.” {2SG 277.1}
Where is Satan’s hate directed? The answer from God’s Word is: "And the dragon was wroth…” (that is extreme anger) “…with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have  the testimony of Jesus Christ."  Revelation 12:17
 
Question. Are conspiracy theories legitimate? The chief conspirator is angry with God’s church and the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy both confirm his rage and the object and the focus of his attack. 

Question. Where might we expect the attack to originate? “…and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority. Revelation 13:2

Long has Satan used Rome as his launching pad for chaos on this world. Paul warned us in 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4   Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4 

Question. Has the SDA church been infiltrated with agents of Rome? Who are the Jesuits? The Jesuits are an order of Roman Catholic priests that do many good things for the service of mankind. It was founded in 1541 by a man named Ignatius Loyola, considered a saint in the church. He is pictured at the right. There is a dark side to this order as many have been trained to infiltrate and exploit governments and large religious bodies.

 
The Spiritual Exercises of Ignatius Loyola, has been embraced by many of the Protestant churches including the SDA Church, but today it is called Spiritual Formation.  The Spiritual Exercises in its most concentrated form can break a man in 30 days. Every Jesuit trained for subversive activities is required to undergo this training.  Question. Should Seventh-day Adventists be concerned at all? 

YES. We should be concerned, but we should not be worried. Why should we not be worried? Because God is in control.  Why be concerned? Because we have been warned of the nature of these people in the Spirit of Prophecy. “Throughout Christendom, Protestantism was menaced by formidable foes. The first triumphs of the Reformation past, Rome summoned new forces, hoping to accomplish its destruction. At this time the order of the Jesuits was created, the most cruel, unscrupulous, and powerful of all the champions of popery. Cut off from earthly ties and human interests, dead to the claims of natural affection, reason and conscience wholly silenced, they knew no rule, no tie, but that of their order, and no duty but to extend its power.”                               GC88 234.2}    

The warning we just read in the Spirit of prophecy describing these people, “…the most cruel, unscrupulous, and powerful of all the champions of popery. Just how cruel and unscrupulous? Just how cruel and unscrupulous? 
They have assassinated many world leaders including Abraham Lincoln and John F. Kennedy, but always making it look like the work of a lone assassin.

They have master minded huge disasters with the loss of significant numbers of innocent lives, just to meet their objectives; the sinking of the Titanic and the attacks on the World Trade Center on 9-11 are prime examples. 

They have been the instigators of nearly all of the wars that have plagued our planet in the last few centuries including the civil war in America and WWI, WWII and other deadly conflicts that were for the goals of Rome. 

From the pen of inspiration: Regarding Jesuitism, she wrote, “When appearing as members of their order, they wore a garb of sanctity, visiting prisons and hospitals, ministering to the sick and the poor, professing to have renounced the world, and bearing the sacred name of Jesus, who went about doing good. But under this blameless exterior the most criminal and deadly purposes were concealed. It was a fundamental principle of the order that the end justifies the means. By this code, lying, theft, perjury, assassination, were not only pardonable but commendable, when they served the interests of the church. Great Controversy, pp. 234, 235)

We read in 1 Peter 5:8: “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:” Has our denomination been infiltrated? Yes. Do we need to fear the Jesuits? No. The Jesuit’s plans are not our message. The 3 angel’s messages are. That should be our focus.

Let’s now deal with the question, “Have We Lost Our Way?” We need to answer the next question, “Did we follow the blueprints?”

In the area of education, has the church followed God’s blueprint? The answer is NO. We boast about the 7,442 schools of education up through university level, but through a creeping compromise, the plans God laid out have been substituted with worldly planning and blatant compromise has brought the overall standards to trail in the dust. 

Most churches dealing with issues, have placed all the authority in the church manual. A book that goes through numerous revisions every 5 years following General Conference sessions. The King James Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy is all the church manual any SDA church really needs. Why the KJV has undergone no revisions in the last few centuries.

60 years ago there was unity in the faith regarding the BIBLE DOCTRINES that were the very pillars of our faith. However, liberal scholars defecting from the pure doctrines embraced

The NEW THEOLOGIES which were nothing more than the old error. Pastors encouraging eating at restaurants after church, they are claiming Jesus had Adam’s unfallen nature, putting Jesus in the MHP in 31 AD; Justification only – no sanctification; sinning till Jesus comes, Spirit of Prophecy rarely mentioned in many churches; Augustinian’s predestination; the atonement completed at the cross, and many other serious doctrinal errors. 

The historic stance on foundational Bible doctrines are diametrically opposed to the heretical new theologies. The Sabbath is to be observed – sundown Friday until sundown Saturday; Christ was made in the likeness of sinful flesh, but did not sin; Jesus went into the Most Holy Place in 1844 AD; the Bible teaches Justification and Sanctification; Victory over sin can be attained now; the Spirit of Prophecy is very relevant today; Man is not predestinated, he chooses his own destiny; and the atonement is completed in the Sanctuary for it began at the cross. 

PLURALISM SAYS you can believe what you want and I’ll believe what I want and we can still have unity in disagreement. BALONEY!! Truth and error will never harmonize. 

We are to REVERENCE God’s Sanctuary. It is HOLY Ground. The Holy Spirit woos people to Jesus. You do not win souls with entertainment. The sanctuary is no place for clowns, mimes, puppets, drama and raucous music. You can take Satan’s secular rock music and you can give it Christian lyrics, but it is still the Devil’s music. 

There was a time that God’s people adhered to God’s Word when He said, “…put off thy ornaments from thee…”  But Creeping Compromise brought jewelry into the church and many of our churches look no different than the churches of Babylon.

The Marriage Ring – TM 180-181 “Some have had a burden in regard to the wearing of a marriage ring, feeling that the wives of our ministers should conform to this custom. All this is unnecessary. Let the ministers' wives have the golden link which binds their souls to Jesus Christ, a pure and holy character, the true love and meekness and godliness that are the fruit borne upon the Christian tree, and their influence will be secure anywhere. The fact that a disregard of the custom occasions remark is no good reason for adopting it. Americans can make their position understood by plainly stating that the custom is not regarded as obligatory in our country. We need not wear the sign, for we are not untrue to our marriage vow, and the wearing of the ring would be no evidence that we were true. I feel deeply over this leavening process which seems to be going on among us, in the conformity to custom and fashion. Not one penny should be spent for a circlet of gold to testify that we are married.”

The Scriptures read, “…Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her face…”  2 Kings 9:30  Many are ignorantly injuring their health and endangering their life by using cosmetics. They are robbing the cheeks of the glow of health, and then to supply the deficiency use cosmetics. When they become heated in the dance the poison is absorbed by the pores of the skin, and is thrown into the blood. Many lives have been sacrificed by this means alone.- {RH, October 17, 1871 par. 16}
What may be acceptable dress in the churches of Babylon is totally inappropriate in God’s Remnant Church. And there is acceptable dress reform in God’s Church.

God’s Word is clear “If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin.” 2 Chronicles 7:14   

“For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God, and the LORD hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto himself, above all the nations that are upon the earth.” Deuteronomy 14:2

“But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:” 1 Peter 2:9 

“For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.”  Psalm 84:11 

Consider this, if God  will withhold no good thing from them that walk uprightly, doesn’t it behoove God’s people to understand what God’s will is for every area in our lives, so that there will be no selfish actions on our part, and that we will always be living our lives to please the Lord? 
“And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.” 1 John 3:22 

“And God spake all these words, saying, I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt (Worldliness), out of the house of bondage (Sin is where bondage is and we’ve all been there). Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” Exodus 20:1-3 There are many gods of wood, stone and metal, but even a man’s own intelligence could be his god. Self must die!
Jesus said, “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.” Following Jesus involves a cross and that includes real sacrifice.

“Have We Lost Our Way?” 

Since 1844 up to today, we have been living in the period of church history known as: LAODICEA

God has plainly stated that the church of LAODICEA today is: WRETCHED. What does it mean to be wretched? The dictionary says: despicable; contemptible; pitiful; worthless. 
God says His church is MISERABLE. The dictionary definition of miserable is: of wretched character; contemptible; deplorable. 
God says His church is POOR. The dictionary definition of POOR is: lacking in something specified: faulty; deficient in moral excellence; impoverished; unfortunate.
God says His church is BLIND. The dictionary definition of BLIND is: sightless: unwilling or unable to perceive or understand: obstructed vision; without guidance. Israel of old had these characteristics when they threw out the seer, or God’s prophet.
What causes the blindness in the church of LAODICEA? They have thrown out the seer, or God’s prophet. Or they may be very selective in which writings they will use, discarding those that do not fit human devisings.
And God says His church is NAKED. The dictionary definition of NAKED is: being without clothing or covering; stripped, or destitute, (and this would describe character); unprotected; exposed: (and listen to this): naked to invaders. This happens when the watchmen on the walls of Zion have failed in their duties.
The question that begs to be asked, “Is the church’s position hopeless?” The answer is a resounding NO!!! The wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked position in Revelation 3:17 can be addressed. Listen to the counsel of Jesus in Revelation 3:18-22

I counsel thee to buy of me gold (faith, love and truth) tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment (Christ’s Righteousness), that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness (self-righteousness) do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve (Holy Spirit - spiritual discernment), that thou mayest see. 

As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten (loving discipline): be zealous therefore, and repent.  

Behold, I stand at the door (the door is to the heart), and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.  

To him that overcometh (overcoming the world and all its temptations) will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” Revelation 3:18-22 

The testimony of Jesus is, “Be not deceived; many will depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils. We have now before us the alpha of this danger. The omega will be of a most startling nature.”  {1SM 197.4}

“The church may appear as about to fall, but it does not fall. It remains, while the sinners in Zion will be sifted out--the chaff separated from the precious wheat. This is a terrible ordeal, but nevertheless it must take place.”--2SM 380 (1886). 

Romans 9:27 says, “Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved:”    Jesus indeed is our Hope and He is the WAY! 

One of the most important areas of the everlasting gospel commission to the Seventh-day Adventist Church is the “True Medical Missionary Work” as opposed to the False Science that pervades the Adventist Health System and most of its institutions. Next week we will explore this subject with all of its ramifications and the relevance to every Seventh-day Adventist. 
Shall we pray……
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