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Prison Ministry – 10-17-09
“Doing God’s Will”

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

Exactly what does it mean to be doing God’s will? Surely every child of God wants to be purposed in his or her heart to do the will of God. But could it be that many are confused as to exactly what the will of God is, and therefore not knowing the will of God are handicapped in their efforts to live and do His will. 
Today we will search the scriptures and the Spirit of Prophecy, in an attempt to not only gain an understanding of God’s will, but to make those changes in our lives, so as to live in the center of the will of God; but first let us seek God’s guidance in His presence.
Every one of us without exception is faced with choices requiring decisions numerous times in our daily experiences. Many of those choices can be made without much pre-thought, as they are simple, common sense activities that are part of our everyday life. 
But too often is the case that we make major decisions that are in line with our own will, rather than basing such a decision on the purpose God may have for our best good. Such decisions are often made impulsively, because our poor, finite judgment determines that we will derive the most benefit and/or pleasure from such a decision. We do not purpose in our hearts that we should be seeking God’s input through prayer and searching out His will, in His revealed word, and all too often suffer negative consequences from such rash decision making. We can all look back and plead guilty.
There are life changing challenges, in the home, in raising children, or maybe in the family with siblings, challenges in the workplace with one’s employer or fellow workers, and there are challenges in the church with brothers and sisters in the faith. 
Cross words are said and relationships become disrupted, sometimes beyond repair. We are all faced with a host of challenges from the time we are first able to comprehend difficulty in choice, until we breathe our last. Bad decisions often result in bad associations where trouble is often nearby, and suffering of the innocent as well as the guilty is often the outcome. 
Bad decisions oftentimes result in miserable marriages where divorce seems the only right choice. Bad business decisions can often result in business failures. Bad financial decisions can lead to financial chaos, bankruptcy and poverty. Bad decisions can lead to a lifestyle that impacts one’s physical health in a most destructive way, which has a corresponding negative reaction on one’s mental health, thereby affecting the spiritual life. Far too many in the sea of humanity have made shipwreck of their lives, often starting in their youth.
The corrupting influence of Satan begins early in a child’s life and having studied human behavior for almost six thousand years, he, Satan is well aware of just how to manipulate circumstances so as to steer the unsuspecting into a life of rebellion.

We remember reading about the prodigal who had all that he could have asked for and desired, until finally when he reached bottom in a pig pen, eating corn husks with the pigs, only then he came to himself; he was where God could reach him; as God was able to reach some of us in the pig pens of our own lives. You know what I mean. 
Oftentimes that is the lot of a person who has made many life changing decisions, leading to poor heart rending choices. Far too many cannot see any hope and seek the mirage and seemingly sweet release that suicide offers, only to end their probation with Satan securing one more lost soul for eternity. But some learn that they are responsible for their own miserable condition and finally respond to the urgings of the Holy Spirit, looking for that better way that lies beyond self control. 
To desire to know God’s will for our lives is to reach a place of inquiry where God would have us to be, a place where Satan would prefer we never find. God’s will, or our own will, what does the scriptures say?  Let us open our Bibles as we tune our thoughts into the mind of God. For to know God’s will, we must seek it.
Ephesians 5:15-17 “See then that ye walk circumspectly, (Greek word akribos [ak-ree-boce’] adverb means perfectly.) “See then that ye walk circumspectly (or perfectly), not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord [is].”
Paul is stressing the importance of wisely placing a value of the time we have in this wicked world to seek perfection in the will of God.
Let us turn to Matthew 6:10 and look at what Jesus said in the model, Lord’s Prayer. He said, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth as [it is] in heaven.” What is it like in heaven? {1T 705.3}  “All is harmony, peace, and love in heaven. No discord, no strife, no censuring, no unloving words, no clouded brows …” 
{8T 131.1} “Through Christ alone can you make sure of heaven, where all is purity, holiness, peace, and blessedness, where there are glories that mortal lips cannot describe ...”
From this brief sentence in the Lord’s prayer, Thy will be done in earth, as [it is] in heaven we learn that God would have the harmony, peace, love, purity, holiness and blessedness that is in heaven, would be His will in earth, in His people. 
{SD 112.5} “Heaven is to begin on this earth. When the Lord's people are filled with meekness and tenderness, they will realize that His banner over them is love, and His fruit will be sweet to their taste. They will make a heaven below in which to prepare for heaven above.  

     He who receives Christ by living faith has a living connection with God. . . . He carries with him the atmosphere of heaven, which is the grace of God, a treasure that the world cannot buy. If you would be a saint in heaven, you must first be a saint on earth. {SD 112.7}

Jesus makes it very clear; that only those who do His will can be saved. In Matthew 7:21 we read, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.” He is not addressing His rejecters, rather His followers, or at least those who call Him Lord.
Turn with me to John chapter 4. Jesus had just finished talking to a woman at Jacob’s well in Sychar, a Samaritan city. The disciples knew he was weary and hungry and had just returned with food. In verse 31 they said, “Master, eat.” Verse 32 “But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye know not of.” Verse 33 “Therefore said the disciples one to another, Hath any man brought him [ought] to eat?”  To which Jesus replied in verse 34, “My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.” Jesus is our example in all things and when we have opportunity to witness, our thoughts should be on nothing but the salvation of the soul we are addressing.
Write this down and in your devotional time at home, read 1 Corinthians chapter 2 and Ephesians chapter 4. Please do not start reading those two chapters now as you will miss the purpose of today’s sermon, doing God’s will.

Here is a question we must all ask ourselves. Am I doing God’s will or am I doing my will, which if it is opposed to God’s will, it is therefore Satan’s will. It is one or the other. Our will should always be God’s will. 
Psalm 40: 7, 8. Though written by David, they are the words of Jesus, “Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book [it is] written of me, I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law [is] within my heart.”

God will never deny any man or woman from knowing His will. A most important key to understanding God’s will is to be a Ten Commandment keeper. For “…sin is the transgression of the law,” (1 John 3:4) and the payment or “…wages of sin is death …” (Romans 6:23) and it is not God’s will “…that any should perish,” (2 Peter 3:9).
To do God’s will, we must know God’s will and I suggest that there are three steps to know God’s will.

1. Proverbs 3:6, “In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.” As long as we want to believe that our successes and achievements are products of our own doing, we acknowledge self as the source. Self must never be preeminent or we will always stray from the path. So we should acknowledge God alone at all times and in all our ways and then He is able to give us our needed direction.
2.  1 Corinthians 6:20 “For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.” If we obey the laws that govern our physical well being, then we will have clear minds and a healthy soul, for these three areas of our life, body, mind and soul are interdependent and what affects one affects the others. 
3. 1 Corinthians 15:31 “…I die daily.” Total surrender is necessary and we like Paul must die daily. Jesus must have control over every area of our lives including the small things. If He does not, He cannot be Lord of our lives. All Christians say that Jesus is their Lord and Savior, but I submit that most Christians actually only accept Him as Savior for they do not want Him in control. The evidence of course is in their decisions and choices which reveal self is in control. But if we walked fully surrendered we would have more power against Satan.
So three steps to know God’s will: 1. Acknowledge Him in all your ways; 2. Glorify God in your body by obeying the laws of health; 3. Live a totally surrendered life.

 
Following those three steps to know God’s will, than there are three keys to know God’s will. The Spirit of Prophecy says in 5T page 512, “There are three ways in which the Lord reveals His will to us, to guide us, and to fit us to guide others. How may we know His voice from that of a stranger? How shall we distinguish it from the voice of a false shepherd? God reveals His will to us in His word, the Holy Scriptures. His voice is also revealed in His providential workings; and it will be recognized if we do not separate our souls from Him by walking in our own ways, doing according to our own wills, and following the promptings of an unsanctified heart, until the senses have become so confused that eternal things are not discerned, and the voice of Satan is so disguised that it is accepted as the voice of God.  {5T 512.1}

     
Another way in which God's voice is heard is through the appeals of His Holy Spirit, making impressions upon the heart, which will be wrought out in the character. {5T 512.2}”
So according to what we just read, the three keys in which the Lord reveals His will to us; so that we may know it is His voice and not that of a stranger, are 1. The Holy Scriptures; 2. Providential workings; and 3. Impressions on the heart by the Holy Spirit.
We must look at all three keys for there is danger associated with each, knowing that our finite minds are miniscule compared to the gigantic intellect of the master deceiver who has studied both man and the Scriptures for many millennium. In regards to the Holy Scriptures Ephesians 4:14 says, “That we [henceforth] be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, [and] cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;” We are also warned by Peter in 2 Peter 3:16, 17 “As also in all [his] epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as [they do] also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction. Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know [these things] before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.” 
We should not just hear the word preached, but we need to be as the noble Bereans in Acts 17:10 “And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming [thither] went into the synagogue of the Jews. These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” Do you see most Christians are like the believers at Thessalonica; they hear the word preached and do not study the scriptures to see if those things are so. So they believe Sunday is the Lord’s day and that the people go to either heaven at death or to an eternal flaming hell, or they believe in the rapture of the church before the tribulation or the futuristic doctrine of the seven years where antichrist is revealed, or the second chance and once saved always saved doctrines or the millennium spent on earth and on and on with many more deceptions embraced as truths because they want to sing their feel good 7-11 songs and dance and sway to the raucous music of the entertainers who play and sing the devil’s music with Christian lyrics. The admonition in John 5:39 is to, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.”
{CE 56.2} “God speaks to us in his word. Here we have in clearer lines the revelation of his character, of his dealings with men, and the great work of redemption.” {CE 56.2}
So the first key in which the Lord reveals His will to us is the “Holy Scriptures.” The second is “Providential Workings.” There is no such thing as coincidence with God. If each of us would look back at how God has led us in the past and how he opened doors for us, doors continued to open so long as we went forward. Some things we counted as miracles but in the true scheme of things, they were providential workings of God’s Spirit in our lives. 

We have an unfortunate tendency to look at many of the worldly people who have much in the way of this world’s goods and opportunities and wonder why they are so blessed. But we must understand that those who live unto themselves and seem to obtain much money fame and honor are followers of Satan and partake of his benefits. You heard me right; Satan can provide benefits, fame and fortune, to those who are surrendered to him, willingly or ignorantly. But God provides blessings to His own people, as we read in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew chapter 5. In His “Providential Workings” God will continue to open doors for us, so long as we do not stall and close those doors.

The third key in which the Lord reveals His will to us is the “Impressions of the Holy Spirit.” Here is an area where many Christians get into trouble, for they are usually unable to distinguish between the Impressions of the Holy Spirit and the promptings of the great deceiver. The Bible tells us in Psalm 86:11 “Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in thy truth: unite my heart to fear thy name.” And in Psalm 27:14 “Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.” Oftentimes Satan puts thoughts into the mind that are interpreted to be God’s speaking to them and impulsive decisions are made which lead to regret. I often hear people tell me God told me to do this or God told me to do that, and in following that leading they end up in a precarious situation where they turn to the Lord asking why.
James 1:8 says, “A double minded man [is] unstable in all his ways.” 

We must never move from impulse but take all matters to the Lord in prayer. Whether through the Scriptures or by His Holy Spirit, He will reveal His will. We must wait until the light is green and then we must move forward. That does not mean that we must wait until all the obstacles are removed before moving forward. God said “GO” and the Israelites walked into the Red Sea and it opened up with dry ground. So long as we are aligned with the word of God and His will, we are to go forward.
In the 5th volume of Testimonies to the Church it says, “God gives light to guide those who honestly desire light and truth; but it is not His purpose to remove all cause for questioning and doubt. He gives sufficient evidence to found faith upon, and then requires men to accept that evidence and exercise faith.”

In 3T we find the following counsel, “The word of the Lord, spoken through His servants, is received by many with questionings and fears. And many will defer their obedience to the warning and reproofs given, waiting till every shadow of uncertainty is removed from their minds. The unbelief that demands perfect knowledge will never yield to the evidence that God is pleased to give. He requires of His people faith that rests upon the weight of evidence, not upon perfect knowledge. Those followers of Christ who accept the light that God sends them must obey the voice of God speaking to them when there are many other voices crying out against it. It requires discernment to distinguish the voice of God.  

     Those who will not act when the Lord calls upon them, but who wait for more certain evidence and more favorable opportunities, will walk in darkness, for the light will be withdrawn. The evidence given one day, if rejected, may never be repeated.  {3T 258} 

Let us ever pray for the gift of discernment. And we should never fail to thank Him for His leading and His blessings.

I close with this from Romans 12:1, 2. “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, [which is] your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what [is] that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”

In His Name, in His Word, In His Will,

Pastor Richard Vaughn
