Sabbath October 18, 2008

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

“True Medical Missionary Work” (Power Point)
Shall we invite God’s presence to our worship hour? “Heavenly Father…”
I am not sure of which Bible this is quoting, but Mark 1:35 in the KJV reads as follows, “And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed.” Shall we follow our Master’s example and seek His presence…
The Sermon this week is “True Medical Missionary Work.” Except for a small number of faithful believers and some independent ministries, this is almost a forgotten message by the majority of our church. 

The Seventh-day Adventist Church has been commissioned to preach the three angel’s messages of Revelation 14:6-12, the everlasting gospel, which incorporated into the body of that message is the judgment hour message; the 2300 year prophecy and the Sanctuary message; a health and temperance message; the Sabbath; the most fearful warning against receiving the mark of the beast; and God’s faithful remnant church.  

Our focus today will be on the HEALTH MESSAGE that God blessed the Seventh-day Adventist Church through the mind of Ellen White to write.  There is a wealth of information on this most neglected subject.

What did God tell her - to tell His church regarding the Medical Missionary Work?  Before we answer this question, we must understand certain facts regarding disease and the cure. 

First we must understand that there are only two Systems of Treating Sickness and Disease. 1. The True system which is from God, and 2. The False system which is from the arch-deceiver and includes everything that God has not approved. Often some of the false methods appear to be of heavenly origin.

This sermon today will be presented in three segments. First - disease and its cause; Second - The False system which is based on a false science and poses as the true medical work, exposing Satan as the source of this system; and the third part - The True Medical Missionary Work and what our responsibility is pertaining to it and why is it necessary for every Seventh-day Adventist to take hold of this very relevant issue in the end-time.

We will now begin with the first segment. Disease and its cause.

The first thing we need to understand is, what is disease? And then we need to know what causes disease?

One thing we do know is that disease never comes without a cause. As the Bible clearly states: “….. The curse causeless shall not come.” Proverbs 26:2. 

To answer the question, what is disease?; we will search the Spirit of Prophecy for the answers.  

Disease never comes without a cause. The way is prepared, and disease invited, by disregard of the laws of health. Many suffer in consequence of the transgression of their parents. While they are not responsible for what their parents have done, it is nevertheless their duty to ascertain what are and what are not violations of the laws of health. They should avoid the wrong habits of their parents, and by correct living, place themselves in better conditions.  {CD 122.1}

The greater number, however, suffer because of their own wrong course of action. They disregard the principles of health by their habits of eating, drinking, dressing, and working. Their transgression of nature's laws produces the sure result; and when sickness comes upon them, many do not credit their suffering to the true cause, but murmur against God because of their afflictions. But God is not responsible for the suffering that follows disregard of natural law....  {CD 122.2}

It is a sin to be sick, for all sickness is the result of transgression. {CH 37.2}    
There is a divinely appointed connection between sin and disease… sin and disease bear to each other the relationship of cause and effect… disease is the result of sin and that it is the fallen foe who seeks to allure them to health-and-soul-destroying practices. {5T 444.2}

For every offense committed against the laws of health, the transgressor must pay the penalty in his own body.  {CD 141.3} 

God has not changed, neither does He propose to change our physical organism, in order that we may violate a single law without feeling the effects of its violation.  {CD 161.2}

To many of the afflicted ones who received healing, Christ said, "Sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee." Thus He taught that disease is the result of violating God's laws, both natural and spiritual. The great misery in the world would not exist, did men but live in harmony with the Creator's plan.  {CD 120.3}

To many of the afflicted ones who received healing, Christ said, "Sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee." Thus He taught that disease is the result of violating God's laws, both natural and spiritual. The great misery in the world would not exist, did men but live in harmony with the Creator's plan.  {CD 120.3}

It is impossible to present our bodies a living sacrifice to God when we continually fill them with corruption and disease by our own sinful indulgence. Knowledge must be gained in regard to how to eat and drink and dress so as to preserve health. Sickness is the result of violating nature's law. Our first duty, one which we owe to God, to ourselves, and to our fellow men, is to obey the laws of God. These include the laws of health.  {CH 24.2}

Everything that conflicts with natural law creates a diseased condition of the soul. {CH 68.2}

The infirmities of the body affect the mind. {CH 18.2}

We know that disease is the result of transgression of God’s Health laws. There is not enough time to go in to how disease manifests itself in the body, but I will cover that in detail in a upcoming Sabbath afternoon program, November 22nd. It will not be a regular fellowship luncheon, but I would suggest that we bring a bag lunch that day.

Our second segment of this sermon is: The False system which is based on a false science and poses as the true medical work, exposing Satan as the source of this system.

#2. What is this false system based on a false science and posing as Medical Missionary Work? As you can see in this picture, with clever manipulation of this man’s hands and good camera work, an illusion has been created to make it look like he is holding the sun. Satan’s manipulations has him holding almost the whole world in a false healing science.

Drug medication is a curse to this enlightened age.  {MM 259.3}

Special instruction should be given in the art of treating the sick without the use of poisonous drugs and in harmony with the light that God has given. In the treatment of the sick, poisonous drugs need not be used. {9T 175.1}

“…for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived.” Rev. 18:23   sorceries - Strongs Greek Concordance 5331.  pharmakeia,  far-mak-i'-ah, from 5332; medication ("pharmacy"), i.e. (by extension) magic (literally or figuratively):--sorcery, witchcraft. The ultimate control of the drug industry is in Papal Rome; that got its seat and great authority from Satan himself.

Experimenting in drugs is a very expensive business. Paralysis of the brain and tongue is often the result, and the victims die an unnatural death, when, if they had been treated perseveringly, with unwearied, unrelaxed diligence with hot and cold water, hot compresses, packs, and dripping sheet, they would be alive today.  {MM 228.2

Nothing should be put into the human system that will leave a baleful influence behind. {MM 228.3} Dictionary definition of baleful - harmful, malign, injurious, detrimental; evil, wicked; deadly. Synonyms: calamitous, deadly, dire, evil, foreboding, harmful, hurtful, injurious, malevolent, malignant, noxious, ominous, pernicious, ruinous, sinister, threatening, venomous, vindictive, woeful. IT’S TALKING ABOUT SIDE EFFECTS.
The study of surgery and other medical science receives much attention in the world, but the true science of medical missionary work, carried forward as Christ carried it, is new and strange to the denominational churches and to the world. But it will find its rightful place when as a people who have had great light, Seventh-day Adventists awaken to their responsibilities and improve their opportunities.  {Ev 518.1}

Spurious scientific theories are coming in as a thief in the night, stealing away the landmarks and undermining the pillars of our faith. God has shown me that the medical students are not to be educated in such theories, because God will not endorse these theories. {MM 87.4}

Satan cannot have so clear a track to bring in his deceptions and bind up souls in his delusions if the warnings and reproofs and counsels of the Spirit of God are heeded.-- Letter 40, 1890.  {1SM 48.4}

The JOURNAL of the AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION (JAMA) Vol 284, No 4, July 26th 2000. An article written by Dr Barbara Starfield, MD, MPH, of the Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health, shows that medical errors may be the third leading cause of death in the United States.
The report apparently shows there are 2,000 deaths/year from unnecessary surgery; 7000 deaths/year from medication errors in hospitals; 20,000 deaths/year from other errors in hospitals; 80,000 deaths/year from infections in hospitals; 106,000 deaths/year from non-error, adverse effects of medications - these total up to 225,000 deaths per year in the US from iatrogenic causes which ranks these deaths as the # 3 killer. Iatrogenic is a term used when a patient dies as a direct result of treatments by a physician, whether it is from misdiagnosis of the ailment or from adverse drug reactions used to treat the illness. (drug reactions are the most common cause). 

Our third segment of this sermon is: The True Medical Missionary Work and what our responsibility is pertaining to it and why is it necessary for every Seventh-day Adventist, to take hold of this very relevant issue in the end-time. We will be reading many quotes from the Spirit of Prophecy.

“Medical missionary work is the right hand of the gospel. It is necessary to the advancement of the cause of God.” 7T 59

“The medical missionary work is the gospel in illustration.” 6T 240.3

“The medical missionary work is as the right arm of the third angel's message which must be proclaimed to a fallen world;” CH 331.2

“To make natural law plain, and to urge obedience to it, is a work that accompanies the third angel's message.”  CH 21.2

“You should move out from principle, in harmony with natural law, irrespective of feeling.” HL 19.1

“Read the Scriptures carefully, and you will find that Christ spent the largest part of His ministry in restoring the suffering and afflicted to health. Thus He threw back upon Satan the reproach of the evil which the enemy of all good had originated. Satan is the destroyer; Christ is the Restorer. And in our work as Christ's colaborers, we shall have success if we work on practical lines.” “Do practical work. Seek to restore the sick to health. This is true ministry. Remember that the restoration of the body prepares the way for the restoration of the soul. ”-- MS. 55, 1901.  MM 240.1

“I wish to tell you that soon there will be no work done in ministerial lines but medical missionary work.” Ev 523.3 

“You will never be ministers after the gospel order till you show a decided interest in medical missionary work, the gospel of healing and blessing and strengthening.”    Ev 523.4

“I wish to say that the medical missionary work is God's work. Take hold of the medical missionary work, and it will give you access to the people. Their hearts will be touched as you minister to their necessities. As you relieve their sufferings, you will find opportunity to speak to them of the love of Jesus.”   Counsels on Health, p. 533. (1901)  Ev 523.5 

“Christ, the great Medical Missionary, is our example. Of Him it is written that He "went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people." Matthew 4:23. He healed the sick and preached the gospel.  In His service, healing and teaching were linked closely together. Today they are not to be separated.” CH 395.4

Every gospel worker should feel that to teach the principles of healthful living is a part of his appointed work. Of this work there is great need, and the world is open for it.  CH 390.3
“Christ commits to His followers an individual work--a work that cannot be done by proxy. Ministry to the sick and the poor, the giving of the gospel to the lost, is not to be left to committees or organized charities. Individual responsibility, individual effort, personal sacrifice, is the requirement of the gospel.  {MH 147.4}

The life of Christ and his ministry to the afflicted are inseparably connected. From the light that has been given me, I know that an intimate relationship should ever exist between the medical missionary work and the gospel ministry.   They are bound together in sacred union as one work, and are never to be divorced. The principles of heaven are to be adopted and practiced by those who claim to walk in the Saviour's footsteps.  By his example he has shown us that medical missionary work is not to take the place of the preaching of the gospel, but is to be bound up with it.  Christ gave a perfect representation of true godliness by combining the work of a physician and a minister, ministering to the needs of both body and soul, healing physical disease, and then speaking words that brought peace to the troubled heart.  RH, June 9, 1904 par. 7

The gospel ministry is needed to give permanence and stability to the medical missionary work; and the ministry needs the medical missionary work to demonstrate the practical working of the gospel. Neither part of the work is complete without the other.  CH 514.2

The 8 Laws of Health. The principles of the health law are found in the following statement:

Pure air, sunlight, abstemiousness, rest, exercise, proper diet, the use of water, trust in divine power--these are the true remedies. Every person should have a knowledge of nature's remedial agencies and how to apply them. It is essential both to understand the principles involved in the treatment of the sick and to have a practical training that will enable one rightly to use this knowledge.  MH 127.2

Pure air, sunlight, abstemiousness, rest, exercise, proper diet, the use of water, trust in divine power—We will now examine these 8 laws in the light of messages given to the servant of the Lord.

The First Health Law – Pure Air 
The lungs are constantly throwing off impurities, and they need to be constantly supplied with fresh air. Impure air does not afford the necessary supply of oxygen, and the blood passes to the brain and other organs without being vitalized. Hence the necessity of thorough ventilation. To live in close, ill-ventilated rooms, where the air is dead and vitiated, weakens the entire system. It becomes peculiarly sensitive to the influence of cold, and a slight exposure induces disease. It is close confinement indoors that makes many women pale and feeble. They breathe the same air over and over until it becomes laden with poisonous matter thrown off through the lungs and pores, and impurities are thus conveyed back to the blood.  {MH 274.1}
And this statement. The noise and excitement and confusion of the cities, their constrained and artificial life, are most wearisome and exhausting to the sick. The air, laden with smoke and dust, with poisonous gases, and with germs of disease, is a peril to life. {MH 262.1} 

It is also of the greatest importance that the sick-room, from the first, be properly ventilated. This will be beneficial to the afflicted, and highly necessary to keep those well who are compelled to remain a length of time in the sick-room.  {HL 156.2}

The Second Health Law – Sunlight 
The pure air, the glad sunshine, the flowers and trees, the orchards and vineyards, and outdoor exercise amid these surroundings, are health-giving, life-giving.  MH 263.2

Exercise and a free and abundant use of the air and sunlight--blessings which Heaven has freely bestowed upon all--would give life and strength to the emaciated invalid.  CH 53.3  We all need to allow our bodies to absorb the blessings of sunlight.

The Third Health Law – Abstemiousness or Temperance 
Many infants are poisoned beyond remedy by sleeping in beds with their tobacco-using fathers. By inhaling the poisonous tobacco effluvia, which is thrown from the lungs and pores of the skin, the system of the infant is filled with the poison. While it acts upon some as a slow poison, and affects the brain, heart, liver, and lungs, and they waste away and fade gradually, upon others it has a more direct influence, causing spasms, fits, paralysis, palsy, and sudden death.  2SM 466.3
Moderate drinking is the school in which men are educated for the drunkard's career. Yet so insidious is the work of these milder stimulants that the highway to drunkenness is entered before the victim suspects his danger.  {MH 332.2}

Gluttony is the prevailing sin of this age. Lustful appetite makes slaves of men and women, and beclouds their intellects and stupefies their moral sensibilities to such a degree that the sacred, elevated truths of God's word are not appreciated. The lower propensities have ruled men and women.  {1T 486.2}

The Fourth Health Law – Rest 
Some make themselves sick by overwork. For these, rest, freedom from care, and a spare diet, are essential to restoration of health.  MH 236.1

Of all men, the physician should, as far as possible, take regular hours for rest.  CH 361.5

Irregular hours for eating and sleeping sap the brain forces. CD 122.5

The Fifth Health Law – Exercise 
Walking, in all cases where it is possible, is the best remedy for diseased bodies, because in this exercise all the organs of the body are brought into use... There is no exercise that can take the place of walking.  3T 7 (1871)
Action is a law of our being.  MH 237

By active exercise in the open air every day, the liver, kidneys, and lungs also will be strengthened to perform their work. CH 54.1

Continued inactivity is one of the greatest causes of debility of body and feebleness of mind. CH 54.1 This man is exercising by lifting his forearm to his mouth to eat his hot dog.

The Sixth Health Law – Proper Diet 
In order to know what are the best foods, we must study God's original plan for man's diet. He who created man and who understands his needs appointed Adam his food. "Behold," He said, "I have given you every herb yielding seed, . . . and every tree, in which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for food." Genesis 1:29, A.R.V. Upon leaving Eden to gain his livelihood by tilling the earth under the curse of sin, man received permission to eat also "the herb of the field." Genesis 3:18.  {MH 295.3}
Grains, fruits, nuts, and vegetables constitute the diet chosen for us by our Creator. These foods, prepared in as simple and natural a manner as possible, are the most healthful and nourishing. They impart a strength, a power of endurance, and a vigor of intellect that are not afforded by a more complex and stimulating diet.  MH 296.1

The controlling power of appetite will prove the ruin of thousands, when, if they had conquered on this point, they would have had moral power to gain the victory over every other temptation of Satan. But those who are slaves to appetite will fail in perfecting Christian character.  CD 163.3

Make your breakfast correspond more nearly to the heartiest meal of the day. CD 173.2   By the way, this is a picture of a vegan breakfast.

The Only Food Categories Not Linked To Any Major Disease! Fruits, Nuts, Grains, and Vegetables.

At least five or six hours should intervene between the meals; and most persons who give the plan a trial, will find that two meals a day are better than three.  {CD 173.4}         

If a third meal be eaten at all, it should be light, and several hours before going to bed.  {CD 158.1}         

The stomach, when we lie down to rest, should have its work all done, that it may enjoy rest, as well as other portions of the body. {CD 175.2} 

Cancers, tumors, and pulmonary diseases are largely caused by meat eating. {CD 383.4}    

The liability to take disease is increased tenfold by meat eating.  {CD 386.4}     

And from the light given me, sugar, when largely used, is more injurious than meat.  CH 150.2} 

We need to learn that indulged appetite is the greatest hindrance to mental improvement and soul sanctification. {CD 45.3}
The Seventh Health Law – The Use of Water 

Water can be used in many ways to relieve suffering. Drafts of clear, hot water taken before eating (half a quart, more or less), will never do any harm, but will rather be productive of good.  {2SM 297.3}
A cup of tea made from catnip herb will quiet the nerves.  {2SM 297.4}

       Hop tea will induce sleep. Hop poultices over the stomach will relieve pain.  {2SM 297.5}

       If the eyes are weak, if there is pain in the eyes, or inflammation, soft flannel cloths wet in hot water and salt, will bring relief quickly.  {2SM 297.6}

      When the head is congested, if the feet and limbs are put in a bath with a little mustard, relief will be obtained.  {2SM 297.7}

If the eyes are weak, if there is pain in the eyes, or inflammation, soft flannel cloths wet in hot water and salt, will bring relief quickly.  {2SM 297.6}

     When the head is congested, if the feet and limbs are put in a bath with a little mustard, relief will be obtained.  {2SM 297.7}

Alertness and mental clarity are dependent on water. Water is instrumental in fighting infection, fever, toxicity and the increased metabolism that occurs in most illnesses.

Dehydration produces a malfunction of cells and tissues. Life ceases when you lose about 20% of body water.

The garments worn absorb the waste matter that passes off through the pores; if they are not frequently changed and washed, the impurities will be reabsorbed.  {MH 276.3}               

Every form of uncleanliness tends to disease. {MH 276.4}

Water treatments are not appreciated as they should be, and to apply them skillfully requires work that many are unwilling to perform. But none should feel excused for ignorance or indifference on this subject. {MH 237.2} Proper use of water inside or outside the body is an important law of health.

The Eighth Health Law – Trust in Divine Power 

What can make a heart so light, what can spread so much sunshine through the soul, as the sense of sins forgiven? The peace of Christ is life and health.  {MM 53.1}

Faith is a mightier conqueror than death. If the sick can be led to fix their eyes in faith upon the Mighty Healer, we shall see wonderful results. It will bring life to the body and to the soul.  {MH 62.3}

In working for the victims of evil habits, instead of pointing them to the despair and ruin toward which they are hastening, turn their eyes away to Jesus. Fix them upon the glories of the heavenly. This will do more for the saving of body and soul than will all the terrors of the grave when kept before the helpless and apparently hopeless.  {MH 62.4}
We have examined these 8 laws in the light of the messages given to the servant of the Lord; and find them in harmony with The 8 laws of Health in the Bible. Every True Medical Missionary should become familiar with each one.  Pure air, sunlight, abstemiousness, rest, exercise, proper diet, the use of water, trust in divine power. 

We have only touched the surface today as to what True Medical Missionary Work is. We have a responsibility to become intelligent pertaining to it as inspiration told us, “that soon there will be no work done in ministerial lines but medical missionary work.” Evangelism 523.3 When our institutions and churches are shut down, we will still be able to help the sick and lead them to the ark of safety.

Herbs play a major role in the natural way of healing disease. "The true method for healing the sick is to tell them of the herbs that grow for the benefit of man.” “… true education will lead us to teach the sick that they need not call in a doctor any more than they would call in a lawyer. They can themselves administer the simple herbs if necessary.”  {PH144 13.1}

Recently I checked to see how many diseases the False Science, the medical establishment, has identified for human ailments. Under the letter “A” – I counted 323 diseases. There must be thousands of names, and possibly just as many drugs.

`
But in God’s eye, there is only one disease and it has but one cause. The disease is toxemia and the cause is transgression of the health laws. Some people have health issues that may have been hereditary, but even those respond well to God’s True methods.

We belong to God.  He has exclusive rights over mankind. “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?  If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.”       1 Corinthians 3: 16, 17
Disobeying God is comparable to violating a patent law.  It is one of our highest purposes to obey the laws that God has designed to govern our being.  All rights reserved. -“But now thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and He that formed thee, O Israel. Fear not; for I have redeemed thee. I have called thee by thy name. THOU ART MINE.” Isaiah 43:1

God’s Promise is just as applicable to the current generation as it was to ancient Israel. Sickness is a choice, and a bad one at that. 

Let’s read this together: “And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the LORD that healeth thee.” Exodus 15:26 

The second coming of Jesus is that Blessed Hope that we all live for. He’s coming back for a healthy, happy and a holy people who have kept the commandments of God and had the faith of Jesus.      

Shall we pray….  
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