Mecklenburg Correctional Center
Lesson Handout – October 20, 2007
Study of Daniel Chapter 11 – Part 3
Last week we continued our Daniel chapter 11 study with part 2 and the 15 verses from 16 - 30, which pertained largely to events that occurred during the pagan Roman Empire, and the beginning of the Papal reign.

This week we will cover the remaining 15 verses 31-45 which take us to the second coming.

 11:31 “And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away the daily [sacrifice], and they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate.”  

“And arms shall stand on his part,…” Arms (forces) shall stand (that is “stand up”), on his part. Hebrew mimmennu means “from him.” This word modifies the subject, rather than the verb of the clause, therefore, forces belonging to this power, Rome, and would carry out the work of profanation here described.
“…they shall pollute …” “pollute” Hebrew chalal  means “to profane.” Although the translation of the word to the English word pollute would imply uncleanness, the Hebrew word chalal indicates something that was sacred was made common. Desecrating the Sabbath is polluting or profaning that which is sacred and making it common.

“…sanctuary of strength,…” Literally “the holy place, the refuge.” Some expositors believe this “sanctuary of strength” is speaking of Rome. However, the heavenly sanctuary is the subject under consideration here, where Christ pleads His blood on behalf of sinners, thus would be the pre-eminent place of refuge. This passage has been understood to describe the action of the great apostate power in Christian history that substituted a false sacrifice and ministration for the true sacrifice of Christ and His ministration as our High Priest in the heavenly sanctuary.

“…shall take away the daily [sacrifice], …” Note the word “sacrifice” which is a supplied word. That means it was not in the original Hebrew and was added by the translators, believing it applied and added meaning. Correctly understood, the word (sacrifice) does not belong here.

The same as we discussed when we studied Daniel 8:11. The interpreters believed it meant the daily sacrificial services in the earthly sanctuary. What the “daily” does mean is the true voluntary worship of Christ in the gospel age, and the continual daily priestly ministry of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary on behalf of God’s people. 

But that was “taken away” by the papacy and in its place they substituted the compulsory priestly hierarchy instead of direct access to Christ by all believers. A system of salvation by works was ordained by Rome in place of salvation by faith in Christ, and most particularly, the confessional and the sacrifice of the mass in place of the mediatorial work of Christ as our great High Priest in the courts of heaven. This system diverted the attention from Christ and thus deprived them from the benefits of His ministry.
“…abomination that maketh desolate.” The work of the Papacy is hereby delineated. This is the first time this expression “abomination that maketh desolate” occurs in the book of Daniel, although similar words appear in the clause “…for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate.” Daniel 9:27. Christ’s words concerning the “abomination of desolation” in Matthew 24:15, may be considered as applying particularly to this earlier reference in Daniel 9:27 rather than to Daniel 11:31. Speaking of the impending destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70, Jesus identified the Roman armies surrounding the city as “the abomination of desolation” spoken of by Daniel the prophet.
 In view of the fact that Daniel 9:27 is part of the angel’s explanation of Daniel 8:11-13, the natural conclusion is that Daniel 8:11-13 is a blended prophecy that applies both 1) to the destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem by the Romans in AD 70, and 2) to the work of the papacy in the Christian centuries that followed.
 It must be further noted that Jesus’ explicit reference to the work of the “abomination of desolation” as yet future in His time, makes it certain that those who speculated that the prophecy applied to Antiochus Epiphanes are wrong, for he does not meet the specifications of the prophecy. 
11:32 “And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do [exploits].”  

“…covenant …” The covenant is the plan of salvation, laid in eternity and confirmed by the historic act of Christ’s death.

“…shall he corrupt by flatteries: …” “He” is the papacy. The Hebrew word for “flatteries” is “chalaqqoth” which means “smooth, slippery things.” It has ever been Satan’s method to make his way appear easier than God’s. Throughout Christian history God’s own people have clung to the road described by Christ when He said, “Narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life.” Matthew 7:14
“…do [exploits].” Exploits is a supplied word. The Hebrew word for “do” is ‘asah which means “to do,” “to make,” “take action.” This passage refers to those who, within lands under the jurisdiction of Rome and beyond, resisted the papal encroachments and maintained a bright faith as, for example, the Waldenses, the Albingenses, and others.
The true church is distinguished not only in that God’s people react against sin by withstanding temptation, but even more in that they carry forward a positive program of action for Him. Christianity cannot be passive. Every child of God has a commission to perform.

11:33 “And they that understand among the people shall instruct many: yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many days.”

“… shall instruct many: …” Christ’s instruction to “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,” (Matthew 28:19) is as imperative in times of persecution as it is in periods of peace, and often proves more effective at such times.”

“…yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, …” During the centuries in which God’s true people were most bitterly persecuted, those fearless enough to stand forth and bear witness to their convictions were made the particular objects of destruction.

“…many days.” The period referred to is the 1,260 days of Daniel 7:25; 12:7; Revelation 12:6, 14; 13:5. The literal 1,260 years from 538 to 1798, during which the power of apostasy most blatantly blasphemed God, exercised its usurped authority and persecuted those who dissented from its authority.

11:34 “Now when they shall fall, they shall be holpen with a little help: but many shall cleave to them with flatteries.”

“…holpen…” The Hebrew word is “azar” which means to “protect,” to “aid.”
  “…with a little help …” Although in his wisdom, God has not always seen fit to deliver His saints from death, every martyr for Him has had the opportunity to know that his/her life was “hid with Christ in God.” Col. 3:3.
Throughout the bitter days of apostasy and persecution described in verse 33, God repeatedly sent His sorely pressed people “a little help” in the person of leaders who spoke forth in the darkness, calling for a return to the principles of Scripture. Among such were the Waldensian ministers of the 12th century onward, John Wyclif of England in the 14th century, and John Huss and Jerome in the 15th century. In the 16th century the tremendous upheaval in the political, economic, social and religious life of Europe, which in its spiritual phase, made possible the Protestant Reformation, opened the way for many more voices to be added to the faithful ones heard during previous generations.
11:35 “And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a time appointed.”

“…make them white …” At times, God allows His children to suffer, even to the point of death, that their characters may be purified and made fit for heaven. Even Christ “learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;” Hebrews 5:8. Compare Revelation 6:11 “And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.”
“…time of the end…” The Hebrew words are “ ‘eth qes.” This expression occurs elsewhere in chapters 8:17; 11:40; 12:4, 9. In the context of this verse, the “time of the end” seems to be definitely related to the 1,260 years, as marking the end of that period. When these Scripture passages are compared with the Spirit of Prophecy, which is the Testimony of Jesus, in Desire of Ages page 234; Testimonies volume 5 pages 9 & 10; and Great Controversy page 356, it becomes clear that the year 1798 AD marked the beginning of the “time of the end.”
“…a time appointed.” The Hebrew word is “mo‘ed,” and is from the verb “ya‘ad,” which means “to appoint.” It was applied to Israel’s appointed meetings with God (Exodus 23:15; Leviticus 23:2). The word was used both for the time of meeting and for the place of meeting. The “time of the end” is an appointed time in God’s program of events.
11:36 “And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done.”

  “And the king…” Some expositors believe that this king and verses 36-39, applies to atheistic France in the year 1789 and following. However most believe that verses 36-39 applies to the apostate papacy in the period before 1798 that has attempted to supplant all other religious power.

 “…magnify himself …” The expositors who believe this applies to atheistic France say this describes the excesses of atheism indulged in by some of the more radical leaders of the Revolution. But those who believe it to be the great apostate power of Christian history consider this passage parallel to Daniel 8:11, 25; 2 Thessalonians 2:4; Revelation 13:2, 6; 18:7. They see the prediction fulfilled in the papal claim that the pope is the vicegerent of Christ on earth, in the power claimed for the priesthood, and in “the power of the keys” – the claimed authority to open and close heaven to men.   
“…speak marvelous things …” The expositors who believe this applies to atheistic France say this clause refers to the boastful words of the revolutionists who abolished all religion and set up the Goddess of Reason. Those who hold to the papacy view, see Daniel 7:11, 25; 2 Thessalonians 2:4; Revelation 13:5, 6.
“…till the indignation be accomplished…” That is the seven last plagues.

11:37 “Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all.”   

“…desire of women…” Those who believe that France is the power here described, see a fulfillment of this passage in the declaration of the revolutionists that marriage was a mere civil contract, that without further formality it could be broken at will by the parties concerned.
Those who believe that the papacy is here described see a reference to the regard paid to celibacy and virginity by that power.
“…nor regard any god…” Those who see the atheistic power in revolutionary France as the one here described, apply it to their attempt to abolish all religion in that country. 
According to the other position, the words are to be understood in a comparative sense; that is the power here portrayed is not atheistic, but considers itself to be a spokesman for God and does not regard God as He should be regarded. It blasphemously seeks to put itself in His place (See 2 Thessalonians 2:4).
11:38 “But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things.”

“…in his estate…” That is, in place of the true God.
“…God of forces…” Some interpret this verse as referring to the worship of the Goddess of Reason, instituted at Paris in 1793. This was later followed by the worship of a “Supreme Being” – nature deified – who might appropriately be called a “god of forces.”

Others understand here a reference to the prayers directed to the saints and to the Virgin Mary, as well as Rome’s alliance with civil powers and her studied efforts to get the nations to do her bidding.

 “…pleasant things.” Some see this describing the costly ornaments with which the heathen decked their images.

Others see the fulfillment of this passage as the priceless gifts that have been bestowed upon images of the Virgin Mary and of the saints.
11:39 “Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge and increase with glory: and he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the land for gain.”

“Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god,” Through translation and verb usage, this verse would more correctly read “And he will work for the strongest refugees with a foreign god.” Inasmuch as the ’eloah ma‘uzzim (verse 38) appears to be parallel with  “…a god whom his fathers knew not…” it is expected that here they are to be closely identified with the “foreign god.”

So, some see in this passage a reference to the strategic place atheistic and rationalistic ideas occupied among the leaders of France during the Revolution.   
Others see here a description of the support the Roman Church has given to the worship of “protectors” – the saints – and to festivals held in various cities around the world in honor of the sacrifice of the mass and the virgin Mary.
“…divide the land…” Some understand these words to describe the breakup of the great estates of the nobility of France, and to the selling of these estates by the government to small landholders. It has been estimated that two-thirds of the landed property of France was confiscated by the government during the Revolution.
Others believe these words met their fulfillment in papal domination over temporal rulers and in frequent receipts of revenue from them.

11:40 “And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push at him: and the king of the north shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over.”  

Something happens to the king of the north in verse 40. The king of the south, who has been silent in the verses that cover the period of the Dark Ages (verses 31-39), reappears and "pushes at" the king of the north. Since this is dealing with the beast power, this 'time of the end' would be the end of the 1260 year prophecy, in 1798, the year the deadly wound was inflicted.

The king of the south here is any country that represents atheism. In 1798, that country was France. Turning to Revelation 13:10-11, we see that this prophecy quickly moves from the deadly wound being inflicted in 1798 to the rise of the United States and it speaking as a dragon, which has already begun. Using these verses as a key to unlock Daniel, we can see that Daniel 11:40 also moves quickly from the deadly wound being inflicted in 1798 to the United States cooperating with the king of the north: "....and the king of the north shall come against him [king of the south] like a whirlwind [deadly wound is now healed], with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships...."

Chariots and horsemen represent military strength in prophecy. 1Kings 1:5; 20:1

Ships represent economy. Psalm 107:23; Rev. 18:17-19

On June 7, 1982, President Ronald Reagan made a secret alliance with Pope John Paul II, to join forces and influences for the overthrow of the Soviet Union.
This was accomplished. Atheistic communism has been eliminated, with the fall of the Soviet Union in 1989. Since then, Catholicism has made a major impact on the countries of the former Soviet Union. This was prophesied in the last part of verse 40: "....and he shall enter into the countries, and shall  overflow and pass over."


As verse 40 progresses, we see the union of the papacy and Protestant United States. The image to the beast is being formed. Through the united power of these two, the king of the south is not spoken of any more. Atheism, as represented by a nation, is defeated. 

11:41 “He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many [countries] shall be overthrown: but these shall escape out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon.” 
The 'glorious land' being the United States is in harmony with the other scriptures that reveal through prophecy, especially in the Revelation, the last movements in earth's history.

The word "countries" in verse 41 is in italics, which mean it was added by man's wisdom. We need to delete this word from this verse to receive a clear understanding of these verses.

Note that he (the Papacy) will enter also into the glorious land in like manner as he did with the countries found in verse 40.

  Dan. 11:41 shows the papacy entering into the 'glorious land'. The National Sunday law is also found in Dan. 11:41, which is the anti-typical abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel. We need to ask, could this legislation be enacted, or separation of church and state that grants religious freedom in this country be ignored, by the papacy entering into God's church? The papacy cannot enact laws in this country, nor can God's church. Rather, is it possible this could be accomplished by the papacy entering into the legislative halls of this country, to change the very civil institution, based on the Constitution (specifically the First Amendment), that was designed by God to represent the freedom of the gospel privileges? To attack from within the structure of Protestant United States, which claims to have lamblike horns, yet, will speak as a dragon? Do we see these things being fulfilled? We already know that this is true. God has revealed this to His remnant church, through prophecy foretold and the verification of their fulfillment found in today's current events.


In what way would it be evident that the papacy has entered into this country, with the final result being legislation passed that supports an institution of the papacy? Would the evidence be a major influence upon the three branches of government of the land God glorified? Can we see this evidence manifested?

The First Amendment of the Bill of Rights


"Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances."

Thomas Jefferson, Writings, Library of America, p510.

      "Believing with you that religion is a matter which lies solely between man and his God, that he owes account to none other for his faith or his worship, that legislative powers of government reach actions only, and  not opinions, I contemplate with sovereign reverence that act of the whole American people which declare that their legislature should make ‘no law respecting an establishment of religion, or  prohibiting the free exercise  thereof,' thus building a wall of separation between church and state."
Former Supreme Court Chief Justice William Rehnquist


"The 'wall of separation between church and state' is a metaphor   based on bad history, a metaphor which has proved useless as a guide to judging. It should be frankly and explicitly abandoned."                                                        
Daniel 11:41 "He [the papacy] shall enter also [after entering into, and in the same manner, the countries of the former Soviet Union, found in  Dan. 11:40] into the glorious land [Protestant America], and many shall be overthrown [receiving the mark of the beast through the legislated National Sunday Law; Rev. 13:11, 12]: but these shall escape out of his hand [by coming out of her; Rev. 18:4], Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon [God's people now in the other folds, becoming the eleventh hour workers]."

Nobody can deny that the three angel's message began in the United States. Think of the 50 people on Oct. 23, 1844; and it has sprung to all the nations of the world. God's people are in all the nations of the world. Yet in Daniel 11:41, we see how Satan (through the papacy) will enter into the land God designed as an asylum for His people. Satan will complete this overthrow of Protestant America, fulfilling verse 41, with the enactment of the National Sunday law. Many will be overthrown. There will be many that honor the true Sabbath today that will join the ranks of apostasy at that time. Also, there will be many that are outside of God's church that will remain outside. But, we are told through the pen of inspiration, that there will be just as many that come out of Babylon to lift the banners that were dropped by those which are overthrown that are now within the church. These eleventh hour workers are represented by Edom, Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon. All three of these people where blood relatives of Abraham. They knew truth, yet chose their own way. But when the testing time comes, they will choose to follow the convicting voice of the Holy Spirit and come out of Babylon. They shall escape out of his hand. And what does "hand" represent? Ruling power – 2 Samuel 5:19; 2 Kings 21:14; 2 Kings 17:39.

11:42 “He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the countries: and the land of Egypt shall not escape.” 

"He shall stretch forth his hand [ruling power] also upon the countries...."  What countries? The rest of the world. The Universal Image. When? After the National Sunday Law is in place in Protestant America. But how does spiritualism fit in? We shall see.
 

      Verse 40 we find the deadly wound being inflicted (1798), the healing beginning to taking place (1929), and the papacy, with the help of the United States, overthrowing atheism, represented by the Soviet Union (1989). Then the papacy enters into the countries of the former Soviet Union, conquering. Companion verses for Dan. 11:40: Rev. 13:10
      "He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with a sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience of the saints."

Rev. 13:3 (first part)

"And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed."

“…the land of Egypt shall not escape.”
   5 Testimonies, pp. 217-218 "I am filled with sadness when I think of our condition as a people. The Lord has not closed heaven to us, but our own course of continual backsliding has separated us from God. Pride, covetousness, and love of the world have lived in the heart without fear of banishment or condemnation....The church has turned back from following Christ her Leader and is steadily retreating toward Egypt....Have we not been seeking the friendship and applause of the world rather than the presence of Christ and a deeper knowledge of His will?"

Signs of the Times March 6, 1884 "Many are not growing strong, because they do not take God at His Word. They are conforming to the world. Every day they pitch their tents nearer to Egypt, when they should encamp a day's march nearer the heavenly Canaan."
Since the overthrow of atheism, as represented as a nation in 1989, which, as a system was represented by the king of the south, the world consists of only two global superpowers; the United States and the papacy; yet the world consists of three types of people. Those that follow the true God (spiritual Israel), those that follow a false god (spiritual Babylon), and those who do not follow any god (spiritual Egypt representing atheistic individuals, which is the rest of the world). We know, however, through the Word of God, that at the end of time there will only be two classes of people; those that receive the seal of God, and those who receive the mark of the beast. Therefore, there must be a time when those who do not follow any god must choose between one of the first two, either to receive the seal of God in the foreheads, or the mark of the beast in their forehead or their hand. 

Verse 42 is the Sunday law becoming a world-wide legislation. All people of the earth must choose who they will follow. Spiritual Egypt in this verse represents the individuals of the world, those who have lived their lives as if there were not a God to answer to. They shall not escape the hand of the king of the north, whether by joining and receiving the mark of the beast in their head by believing the doctrines of the papacy as being God's will, or in hand, for the convenience of buying and selling, or by rejecting this mark in choosing to side with God's commandment-keepers and being persecuted by this image.
11:43 “But he shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt: and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps.” 
The king of the north will have total control of the finances of this world. In ancient times, the Ethiopians were coveted for their rich gold mines and its abundance of resources. Ancient Libya was a desert people, not a people blessed with great possessions. The Libyans represent the poor countries of the world, and the Ethiopians represent the richer countries of the world. "And all the world wondered after the beast."

Companion verses for Dan. 11:43: 

Revelation 13:16-17 "And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads. And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name."

Rev 18:11-13, 16 "And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her [Babylon]; for no man buyeth their merchandise any more:


"The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble,


"And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men.


"And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls!"

11:44 “But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him: therefore he shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many.”  

Jesus is the true King of the north. Psalm 48:1-2 "Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of His holiness. Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King."
Isaiah 41:25-27 "I have raised up One from the north, and He shall come: from the rising of the sun shall He call upon My name: and He shall come upon princes as upon mortar, and as the Potter treadeth clay.


"Who hath declared from the beginning, that we may know? and beforetime, that we may say, He is righteous? yea, there is none that sheweth, yea, there is none that declareth, yea, there is none that heareth your words. "The first shall say to Zion, Behold, behold them: and I will give to Jerusalem One that bringeth good tidings."

Tidings, that is a message that comes out of the east. It is the sealing angel that comes out of the east (Rev. 7:2). With the Sabbath - Sunday issue being the final test for the world, and this message is one that infuriates the papacy; we can come to the conclusion that this is the three angel's messages of Revelation 14:6-12, specifically the third, including the call for God's people to come out of Babylon. The choices for dishonoring the law of the land are increasing in penalty.

 “In the last conflict the Sabbath will be the special point of controversy throughout all Christendom. Secular rulers and religious leaders will unite to enforce the observance of the Sunday; and as milder measures fail, the most oppressive laws will be enacted. It will be urged that the few who stand in opposition to an institution of the church and a law of the land ought not to be tolerated.”  Maranatha p.188                            
  11:45 “And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.”   

We studied that the "glorious holy mountain" represents God's commandment-keeping remnant. This verse states that the papacy stands between the multitudes of the world in the remnant church. Yet we studied that the papacy will not enter into the remnant. Is there a contradiction? I refer to Brother Lloyd Rosenvold concerning this, since in his research he has contacted a college on this very point. He stated the following:
"We telephoned a leading Hebrew college in the United States. We were directed to the library and librarian, Sarah by name. She read to us verse 45 from the Hebrew commentary as follows:

       “‘He will pitch his royal pavilion between the seas and the glorious holy mountain, and he will meet his doom with no one to help him.'


"As we continued asking questions, she directed us to the assistant dean who could speak and read Hebrew fluently. We asked him if he would be so kind as to translate for us into English from the Hebrew text, Daniel 11 verses 16, 41, and 45....


"We waited silently and anxiously for him to translate that last key verse of Daniel 11. We had not told him the reason why we had requested his help. Therefore, we were surprised when he began his explanation by saying:

   
" 'Literally, in the Hebrew Bible, verse 45 does not say "in the glorious holy mountain," it actually says "pitches tents from (the) seas TO (the) glorious holy mountain." ‘He continued explaining: 'the word 'TO' is a better rendering than either the word 'in' or 'AND'.   'In' is not a likely reading.  'In' is not justified."


This is in harmony with the papacy not being able to enter into the remnant. What this verse is stating is that the papacy will be the power that stands between the world filled with false doctrines and God's truth. It’s as if the papacy, with the support of the civil powers, is saying that 'if you follow God, you must first cross this line where I stand, and then I'll have you killed'. 

 Next Sabbath October 27th – The study of Daniel Chapter 12 and the time of the end.
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