Mecklenburg Correctional Center 

Teacher Lesson – October 27, 2007
Study of Daniel Chapter 12
Last week we concluded our 3 part study in Daniel chapter 11, this week we will look at chapter 12 and the time of the end.

12:1 “And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.” 
“And at that time…” Daniel 11:45, speaking of the Papacy, says, “And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.” This has to be talking about the time just before the Papacy comes to his end. From the time the Papacy came back into power in 1929, when the deadly wound was healed, Rev. 13:3, until the destruction of that beast power during the seventh plague, Rome would be spreading its lies and false doctrines (wine of Babylon) throughout Chrsitendom. “And at that time…” then refers to the same time of 11:45 just before the Papacy comes to its final end. 
“shall Michael …” Michael, who is Christ, “…stand up, …” Jesus is returning to deliver His people.
“…standeth for the children of thy people: …” The Hebrew word for standeth is ha‘omed which means “who stands over,” that is, in protection.
“…and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time:” Daniel 11:44 and “the tidings out of the east,” which referred to the world-wide proclamation of the three angels messages of Revelation 14:6-12, combined with the fourth angel of Revelation 18:4, during the little time of trouble that commenced following the passage of the legislation of the National Sunday law, and continued until the close of probation announced by Jesus in the most holy place in the heavenly sanctuary, Revelation 22:11. This time of trouble spoken here in verse 1 begins when probation for mankind has ended. When Christ’s mediation ceases and God’s Spirit is withdrawn from men, then all the pent-up powers of darkness descend with indescribable fury upon the world. There will be a scene of strife such as no pen can picture.
“…at that time thy people shall be delivered…” What a consolation that in this great controversy, the outcome is not in doubt. Compare Daniel 7:18, 22, 27; 10:14.
“…every one that shall be found written in the book.” This of course is speaking of the Lamb’s Book of life. When a person has become convicted of sin, confesses and repents, and has accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, his or her name is written into the book of life. They are justified before God. The problem is that they do not choose to live a sanctified life and continue in a life of sin, which constitutes rebellion against God and their name is then blotted out of the book. Revelation 3:5 “He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.”
12:2 “And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.”

Jesus gave this Revelation to John, but He also spoke it when He was on earth as John recorded the same in John 5:28, 29. “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” Of course we know that those who come out of their graves at His second coming are in the first resurrection and will not perish anymore, but will live eternally. Those in the second resurrection 1,000 years later will be destroyed in the hell fire from which there is no resurrection. However there is a special resurrection that precedes Christ’s second coming and that would be of those who beheld with mockery Christ’s crucifixion, and those who participated in His mock trials resulting in His punishments and crucifixion, and those who have most violently opposed the people of God. They will be brought forth from there graves to see the fulfillment of the divine promise and the triumph of truth.
Jesus announced this special resurrection when He was before the high priest in Matthew 26:63, 64. “And the high priest answered and said unto him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God. Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.”  

12:3 “And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.”  

“And they that be wise…” The Hebrew word is hammaskilim  which is from the verb sakal  which means to be prudent. The form may be understood either in a simple sense, as “those who are prudent,” “those who cause to have insight,” that is, “those who teach.”
The man who truly has insight into the things of God realizes that, by virtue of that very fact, these things must be shared with others. Divine wisdom leads him to be a teacher of that wisdom to others; thereby they will be “they that turn many to righteousness.”
“By living a life of devotion and self-sacrifice in doing good to others, you might have been adding stars and gems to the crown that you will wear in heaven, and laying up unfading, eternal treasures” (MS 69, 1912).

12:4 “But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.” 
“…shut …” The Hebrew word is catham which means “to keep secret:” closed up, hidden, secret, shut out (up), stop.

“…shut up the words, and seal the book,” That is the portions of Daniel that pertain to the prophecies and their interpretations which were disclosed and which were yet to be fulfilled.
“…even to the time of the end: …” Of course we know this to be soon after 1798.

“…many shall run to and fro…” We understand this to have a twofold meaning. It would be a time when many in the world’s population are busy in their personal and business travels along the great lines of travel. Up until the 20th century, most people traveled by horse and buggy and usually never went further than a few miles from their homes. 
The secondary meaning is in a spiritual sense and it has to do with a great awakening in the study of scripture as people began to run to and fro through God’s Word. Isaiah 28:9, 10, 13 says, “Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine?” “For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little:” (to and fro). “But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little;”  
“…and knowledge shall be increased.” In the secular understanding of these words, there has been a knowledge explosion in the 20th and 21st centuries. 
The secondary meaning in a spiritual sense, has to do with the books of prophecy that are opened and God reveals to His servants, the understanding and meaning of those prophecies that have long been held as mysteries. It was in the 19th century that a new interest in the prophecies of Daniel and Revelation was awakened. The study of these prophecies led to a widespread belief that the second advent of Christ was near. Numerous expositors in England, Joseph Wolff in the Middle East, Manuel Lacunza in South America, and William Miller in the United States, together with a host of other students of the prophecies, declared , on the basis of their study of the prophecies of Daniel, that the second advent was at hand. Today this conviction has become the driving force of a worldwide movement. 
12:5 “Then I Daniel looked, and, behold, there stood other two, the one on this side of the bank of the river, and the other on that side of the bank of the river.”

“Then I Daniel looked…” Verses 5-13 form an epilogue to the vision of chapters 10-12 and may be considered, in a less definite sense, as an epilogue to the entire book.
“…there stood other two …” Two additional angels appear here, joining the one who has been narrating the prophecy to Daniel. Some have suggested that they are the two “saints” mentioned in chapter 8:13. The word saints in 8:13 is from the Hebrew word qadowsh meaning “an angel” “a holy one.”

“…the river.” That is the Hiddekel, or what is known today as the Tigris River, (see ch. 10:4).
   12:6 “And one said to the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, How long shall it be to the end of these wonders?”  

 “…man clothed in linen …” Daniel had seen this heavenly Being at the beginning of his vision (see ch. 10:5, 6). The casualness with which Daniel refers to “the river” and “the man clothed in linen,” without making fuller identification suggests that chapter 10, where these both are introduced, is a part of the same vision.  

“…How long shall it be …” The angel here states the unexpressed question that must have been uppermost in Daniel’s mind. After the long, intricate recital of future events under which the people of God were to suffer, the prophet was naturally anxious to know how long “these wonders” would continue, and when the promise that “thy people should be delivered” (verse 1), would be fulfilled. Daniel did not fully understand the relationship of what he had seen to the future. A portion of the prophecy was sealed and would be understood only at the time of the end” (verse 4).
 12:7 “And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever that it shall be for a time, times, and an half; and when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these things shall be finished.”

“…held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven…” Lifting both hands would indicate that the greatest solemnity and assurance were attached to the declaration.
“…sware by him that liveth…” No greater oath could be sworn.
“…a time, times, and an half …” That is the 1260 year period of papal supremacy, AD 538-1798, which is first introduced in ch. 7:25. God has sworn to meet His appointment.

12:8 “And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of these things?”  

“And I heard, but I understood not:” In the introductory verse of this vision (ch. 10:1) Daniel states that he “had understanding of the vision.” In the course of the vision the prophet was assured by the angel that he had come to make him “understand” (ch. 10:14). The revelation that followed was given in literal language. Now after the time element of 1260 years had been introduced in answer to the question, “How long?” Daniel confessed, “I understood not.” The part of this vision that Daniel did not understand, then, would be the time element. His concerns were more immediate as he had been praying for the speedy restoration of the Temple. He was unable to fit the time element into his conception of an early deliverance for his people.
“…what shall be the end of these things?” Though Daniel had already been commanded to seal this part of the revelation (verse 4), the aged prophet still desired to know more of its meaning.  
12:9 “And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end.”  

God’s venerable seer and servant was not permitted to know the full import of the revelations he recorded. The complete significance would be appreciated only by those who should see the historical fulfillment of these prophecies, for only then could the world be given a message based upon the fact that they had been fulfilled.
12:10 “Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.” 

“…be purified, and made white…” While man cannot of his own power purify himself, he can show forth by his life the fact that God has purified him. This forms a contrast with “but the wicked shall do wickedly.”
“…none of the wicked shall understand; …” “The wicked have chosen Satan as their leader. Under his control, the wonderful faculties of the mind are used to construct agencies of destruction. God has given the human mind great power, power to show that the Creator has endowed man with ability to do a great work against the enemy of all righteousness, power to show what victories may be gained in the conflict against evil. To those who fulfil God's purpose for them will be spoken the words, "Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." The human machinery has been used to do a work that is a blessing to humanity; and God is glorified.  

     But when those to whom God has entrusted capabilities give themselves into the hands of the enemy, they become a power to destroy. When men do not make God first and last and best in everything, when they do not give themselves to Him for the carrying out of His purposes, Satan comes in, and uses in his service the minds that, given to God, could achieve great good. Under his direction, they do an evil work with great and masterly power. God designed them to work on a high plane of action, to enter into His mind, and thus to acquire an education that would enable them to work the works of righteousness. But they know nothing of this education. They are helpless. Their powers do not guide them aright; for they are under the enemy's control.” (Letter 141, 1902).  {4BC 1174}
“…but the wise shall understand.” This is a promise that those in the last days who study devoutly and intelligently will understand God’s message for their time.

12:11 “And from the time that the daily [sacrifice] shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days.”  

We have studied this in our previous study on Daniel 8:11-13. Note the word “sacrifice” which is a supplied word that means it was not in the original Hebrew and was added by the translators, believing it applied and added meaning. Correctly understood, the word (sacrifice) does not belong here. The interpreters believed it meant the daily sacrificial services in the earthly sanctuary. What the “daily” does mean is the true voluntary worship of Christ in the gospel age, and the continual daily priestly ministry of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary on behalf of God’s people. 

But that was “taken away” by the papacy and in its place they substituted the compulsory priestly hierarchy instead of direct access to Christ by all believers. A system of salvation by works was ordained by Rome in place of salvation by faith in Christ, and most particularly, the confessional and the sacrifice of the mass in place of the mediatorial work of Christ as our great High Priest in the courts of heaven. This system diverted the attention from Christ and thus deprived them from the benefits of His ministry, thus “…the abomination that maketh desolate set up” 

“…there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days.” Like the prophecy of the 1260 years of papal supremacy that concluded in 1798, so this 1290 year prophecy also concludes in 1798. Therefore, as the 1260 year prophecy had its beginning in AD 538, the 1290 day prophecy had its beginning 30 years earlier in AD 508. Something significant happened in 508. 

Clovis I (c. 466 – 27 November 511) was the first King of the Franks to unite all the Frankish tribes under one ruler. In AD 508 under Clovis, the union of church and state was “set up;” the marriage was consummated when he had a golden crown made, set with precious stones, to be given to the Pope at Rome. It is interesting to note that when Clovis had the crown made, it was intended for his fellow political partner Pope Symmachus, whose reign was from 498-514. Clovis died in 511 and three years later Pope Symmachus died also. The making and transporting of such a crown took a considerable time and it arrived in Rome in 514 at the beginning of the reign of Pope Hormisdas (514-523).
But then exactly 1290 years later in 1798, the union of church and state was torn down and the marriage was annulled; when General Berthier inflicted the deadly wound on the papacy and he literally took both the pope and the golden crown back to France.

12:12 “Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days.”  

“Blessed is he that waiteth,” Literally “Happy is he that waiteth.” 

“…the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days.” Daniel states that the “wait” extends another forty-five years beyond the 1290 years, to reach a total of 1335 years. It forcefully implies that they both have a common starting point of AD 508. Adding 1335 years to 508 brings us to AD 1843, 45 years after “the time of the end” commenced in 1798. Something significant was happening in 1843. The Millerite (Advent) movement stirred the world to its very foundations under the first and second angel’s messages from 1840-1844. By 1843 it is estimated that one million people out of the seventeen million people living in the United States were involved in the Millerite (Advent) movement. There were two major phases to the Millerite movement, the first phase in 1843 (the fulfillment of the 1335 years), and the second larger ‘1844’ phase (the fulfillment of the 2300 years), in which it reached its climax. While inseparably connected, they were, nevertheless, quite distinct.
The first phase included all developments from the time of Miller’s first humble sermon on the ‘second advent’ which he gave the second Sunday in August 1831, up to the revised expiration of the “Jewish sacred year 1843.” On the other hand the second phase, or ‘1844’ phase was short, intensive, and climatic. It was called the ‘seven month’ phase of the Millerite (Advent) movement because it was based upon the well known Day of Atonement which occurred on the ‘tenth day of the seventh month’ and this seventh month phase of the Millerite movement was actually only a little over three months in duration. Eight progressive epochs in the Millerite movement are discussed in a book by Le Roy Edwin Froom, “The Prophetic Faith of our Fathers” (Washington, DC; Review and Herald, 1954) 445-450.
It is because of the 1335 year prophecy that a precise time period for the commencement of the events of Revelation chapter 10 can be identified - which events resulted in what we now call the Advent movement. More than that, it is in this prophecy and book that the Seventh-day Adventist Church finds her prophetic existence, mission and message to be proclaimed to the world.
John described those events in symbolic detail:

Revelation 10:2 “And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the earth,”
Revelation 10:8 “And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go and take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth.” 

The opened little book that John saw in vision is the prophetic chapters of the book of Daniel, which until then had been closed and tightly sealed.
Revelation 10:9 “And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey.”
Revelation 10:10 “And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter.”
The understanding of the prophecies of Daniel and the soon coming of Jesus was indeed a “sweet as honey” experience. The “as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter” experience occurred when the great disappointment of October 22, 1844 happened. The day passed and Jesus did not come. The painful experience, however, served to purify the early movement. Many superficial believers did not stand on the truth they had professed to embrace, and they left the faith.

Having then proved the early church, heaven entrusted the remaining remnant believers with the gospel commission. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, the remnant church was and is still to restore to the world what the “man of sin” took away in AD 508: the knowledge of Christ’s ministry in the heavenly sanctuary and of the judgment and final atonement that is going forward.  

Revelation 10:11 “And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.”
Revelation 11:1 “And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein.  
The remnant believers diligently searched the scriptures and God opened up their understanding of the earthly sanctuary and the fact that it was patterned after the heavenly. Additional study revealed that they had the time of October 22, 1844 correct, but they had the event wrong. They realized that date was when Jesus moved from His daily ministration on behalf of believers, in the Holy place of the heavenly sanctuary, into the Most Holy place to begin the investigative judgment, thus fulfilling the first angel’s message in Revelation 14:7, “Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come:” 

Now the concluding verse of Daniel 12:
  12:13 “But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.”  

 “Honored by men with the responsibilities of state and with the secrets of kingdoms bearing universal sway, Daniel was honored by God as His ambassador, and was given many revelations of the mysteries of ages to come. His wonderful prophecies, as recorded by him in chapters 7 to 12 of the book bearing his name, were not fully understood even by the prophet himself; but before his life labors closed, he was given the blessed assurance that "at the end of the days"--in the closing period of this world's history--he would again be permitted to stand in his lot and place. It was not given him to understand all that God had revealed of the divine purpose. "Shut up the words, and seal the book," he was directed concerning his prophetic writings; these were to be sealed "even to the time of the end." "Go thy way, Daniel," the angel once more directed the faithful messenger of Jehovah; "for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end. . . . Go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days." Daniel 12:4, 9, 13.  {PK 547.1}

     As we near the close of this world's history, the prophecies recorded by Daniel demand our special attention, as they relate to the very time in which we are living. With them should be linked the teachings of the last book of the New Testament Scriptures. Satan has led many to believe that the prophetic portions of the writings of Daniel and of John the revelator cannot be understood. But the promise is plain that special blessing will accompany the study of these prophecies. "The wise shall understand" (verse 10), was spoken of the visions of Daniel that were to be unsealed in the latter days; and of the revelation that Christ gave to His servant John for the guidance of God's people all through the centuries, the promise is, "Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein." Revelation 1:3.  {PK 547.2}
 Next Sabbath November 3rd – The study of Daniel chapter 3 and the parallel to today and why we need to be informed of the significance.
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