October 27, 2007

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church
“The Image to the Beast” Part 1
The title of today’s sermon is “The Image to the Beast” – Part 1 
In some Seventh-day Adventist churches around the world, people come to church on Sabbath to hear smooth sermons that bring pleasure to the ears of the soul. No matter what the lifestyle may be, preach the word that satisfies. But do not cause any discomfort. Sabbath is a time to celebrate, to congregate, to hug and laugh and sing and be entertained. Yes, that is what many people expect from their churches, from their leaders. 

This is not the case at Victory. We choose to be sober and vigilant because we know who our enemy is and we know what his plan is and we will not knowingly provide a platform for him to tamper with the historic doctrines of our faith, nor will we allow him to bring down the standards at Victory nor will we allow his demonic music in our sanctuary at any time. We are serious about our church because Jesus is at the center of it, and he has always been the object of Satan’s attack. Today we know that Satan Hates Jesus and His remnant people. We stand in the pulpit with the torch of truth and those who love that truth will get and be part of the victory.
Shall we seek God’s guidance in this worship moment…?
Turn with me if you will to a very important chapter in God’s Word for God’s remnant people of this final generation; Daniel chapter 3. A little background first. We have studied about King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in chapter 2, a dream which forecasted the world’s history from the time that Babylon ruled the world until the second coming of Christ. The object of the dream was the great image with the head of gold, the chest and arms of silver, the thighs of brass, the legs of iron and the feet part iron and part clay. Then a rock struck it on the feet and the image was destroyed. Further study revealed that King Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom of Babylon was represented by the head of gold. Daniel told the king in chapter 2 verse 38, “Thou art this head of gold.”
Although pleased with the fact that Daniel’s God had made known to him the meaning of the dream, and he rewarded Daniel well with a high position in the kingdom of Babylon, he was not happy with the interpretation. He liked the fact that he was the head, but he did not like the idea that there would be another kingdom after Babylon. So he wanted to modify the interpretation by changing the entire image into gold, thereby signifying that Babylon would rule the world forever. 

To give life to his plan he built an image of solid gold. Let’s pick up the story now in Daniel Chapter 3:1 “Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.”  Now picture this, the king builds an image of gold, 90 feet high and 9 feet wide at the chest, on this flat tract of land called the plain of Dura. When the image was completed, the king wanted to have a special dedication and we pick it up in verse 2 & 3:
3:2, 3 “Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the princes, the governors, and the captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. Then the princes, the governors, and captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered together unto the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up.”  
Without really explaining the diabolical plan to rid the Israelis from their presence, the conspirators amongst the inner circles of the king, got him through flatteries, to approve a decree that would have accomplished their purpose. We read that in verse 4-7. “Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people, nations, and languages, That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up: And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of music, all the people, the nations, and the languages, fell down and worshipped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.”  

Daniel’s three friends were observed by the Chaldeans as not showing respect to the king by bowing down and worshipping the image. Their love for God would not let them bow down to any false god, although they could have knelt down and tied their shoes, so as to give a false impression to their enemies and thereby escape the death penalty. But such a thought to dishonor God never crossed their minds. Now let’s pickup with the action taken by the conspirators in verses 8-12, “Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and accused the Jews. They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live for ever. Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the golden image: And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth, that he should be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; these men, O king, have not regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.”  
Notice how the Chaldeans made it appear that the decree was the king’s ideas, when all he did was take the step to validate the decree. They were well aware that the king must follow through now and pushing his buttons they were able to cause the king to be furious, so he interrogated the three Hebrew worthies, giving them opportunity to wiggle their way out of their dilemma. Listen to the king in verses 13-15: “Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Then they brought these men before the king.  Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up? Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?”
So in his rage he still gives Daniel’s friends a second chance and then like the Egyptian Pharaoh boastfully and defiantly asks, “Who is that God that shall save them from his power?” Calmly the young men answered in verses 16-18; “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.” Praise the Lord for such faith and courage and would to God that we would be so endowed. Aside from the 2nd commandment, they knew what scripture says and in particular what Joshua wrote in his farewell address recorded in Joshua 23:7, “That ye come not among these nations, these that remain among you; neither make mention of the name of their gods, nor cause to swear by them, neither serve them, nor bow yourselves unto them:” 
Their answer served only to cause the king to be ever so much more angry so that his face became twisted as he announced their fate in verse 19, “Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: therefore he spake, and commanded that they should heat the furnace one seven times more than it was wont to be heated.”  
I read the following from the Spirit of Prophecy (Signs of the Times May 6, 1897) “When the king saw that his will was not received as the will of God, he was "full of fury," and the form of his visage was changed against these men. Satanic attributes made his countenance appear as the countenance of a demon; and with all the force he could command, he ordered that the furnace be heated seven times hotter than its wont, and commanded the most mighty men to bind the youth, and cast them into the furnace. He felt that it required more than ordinary power to deal with these noble men. His mind was strongly impressed that something unusual would interpose in their behalf, and his strongest men were ordered to deal with them.”
With his rage at the melting point he now commands his strongest men to tie their hands and throw them in the fire as we read in the next couple of verses 20 and 21. “And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.”  

Next we read where the very men who were to take the Hebrew boys up to the furnace to thrust them into the fire were themselves killed by the searing heat while the boys fell down inside the furnace, verse 22, 23 “Therefore because the king's commandment was urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.” 
Next the king could not believe his eyes as he knew there were three thrown into the fire, but he sees a fourth one walking in the fire with them and look what he says, verses 24 & 25, “Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king. He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.”

  Many reading this account wonder why this heathen king would say the fourth was like the Son of God. I read the following from the Spirit of Prophecy, “How did this heathen king know what the Son of God was like? Through their steadfast adherence to right principles, the Hebrew captives had been called to fill positions of trust in the courts of Babylon. They were tempted by others to be untrue, in order to gain advantages; but they were faithful in all their business transactions. In life and character they represented the truth; and when they were asked a reason for their course of action, they gave it without hesitation. Plainly and in simplicity they presented the living principles of the truth, and thus those around them were made acquainted with the Source of their strength. In this way the king of Babylon became acquainted with the form of the Son of God.”  {ST, May 6, 1897 par. 11}" 
Let us understand how God’s people who are filled with faith and trust are sometimes delivered by mighty miracles, reading verses 26 & 27, “Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came forth of the midst of the fire. And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king's counsellors, being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them.” Can you imagine that, the entire time they were in the flames the only thing that was burned was the ropes that they were bound with, their clothes and bodies were unaffected by the flames, the heat and the smoke.
  It forced the king to acknowledge the superiority of the God of the three Hebrew worthies, and to make another decree honoring Him, and a promotion to honor their faith, verses 28-30. “Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own God. Therefore I make a decree, That every people, nation, and language, which speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill: because there is no other God that can deliver after this sort. Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the province of Babylon.”  

From the pen of inspiration we have this from RH Feb. 1, 1881 “These faithful Hebrews possessed great natural ability and intellectual culture, and they occupied a high position of honor; but all these advantages did not lead them to forget God. All their powers were yielded to the sanctifying influence of divine grace. By their godly example, their steadfast integrity, they showed forth the praises of Him who had called them out of darkness into his marvelous light. In their wonderful deliverance was displayed, before that vast assembly, the power and majesty of God. Jesus placed himself by their side in the fiery furnace, and by the glory of his presence convinced the proud king of Babylon that it could be no other than the Son of God. The light of Heaven had been shining forth from Daniel and his companions, until all their associates understood the faith which ennobled their lives and beautified their characters. By the deliverance of his faithful servants, the Lord declares that he will take his stand with the oppressed, and overthrow all earthly powers that would exalt their own glory and trample under foot the God of Heaven.”  {RH, February 1, 1881}
We are living in a time when another image will be set up and it will require a strong faith in the One who delivered Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. 

Thank God we will never be alone, this I know; for we have a Savior who has promised in Hebrews 13:5 “…I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”  Jesus says never but how long does He mean Matthew 28:20 “…I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” We must have, we will have unshakeable faith, steadfast and sure, tested and found to be true, “yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.”
In two weeks, November 10th, we will examine the parallel to Daniel chapter 3 for our day, as we go into the details of this image to the beast,  that will be set up and requiring worship; with a mandatory death decree if not obeyed, as we study “The Image to the Beast” – Part 2
Be sober, be vigilant, persevere, overcome and hold fast, …
Shall we pray…
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