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10/28/12 – 24SH  “Called to the Wedding Supper” Part 4
Victory Ministries International presents:

End-Time Messages  

God’s Last Call for His people to come out of Babylon

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

Today’s subject –  “Called to the Wedding Supper” Part 4
Before we begin, let us pray…
Father in heaven, thank you for Jesus Christ who by His death makes salvation attainable for whomsoever will. Today as we continue our study of the parable of the wedding garment, I pray that Your Holy Spirit will greatly enlighten us so that we may bring Christ’s righteousness into our hearts. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
In our last broadcast we were studying how Matthew presented his version of the calling to the “Wedding Supper.” Now we continue with Verse 9 “Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage.”
Jesus Himself, just before His ascension to heaven said to his disciples that they would be “witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” That’s from Acts 1:8.
Again, this was a prophecy of the future. Jesus was telling His disciples that there was a change coming to His church. Since the Jews would not comply with their calling, Christ had to raise up another church to do the work they failed to do. This He did with His disciples who were to take the message everywhere. 

This prophecy describes the third invitation given by the apostles to all nations. But it includes all who are God’s messengers right up until the end of time. It applies to us now. We are still in this period of the third invitation. 

Verse 10 “So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests.” 
The Lord’s table will be full, my friends. There will not be any empty seats. God’s intention was that the Jewish nation, if they had accepted His invitation, would then go out and teach God’s message to the rest of the world and invite them to the supper. But, needless to say, that didn’t happen. 

Notice that there were both bad and good brought to the feast. Some are interested in God’s message for the wrong reasons. They fellowship with God’s people. They profess great interest in the light of the truth. They may even intellectually understand the principles of truth, but their hearts are not melted by it. They love to argue or “defend” points of truth, but they do not control their passions or allow their personalities to be molded by the Spirit of God. They do not partake of the Spirit of Truth. They do not humbly and meekly yield themselves to Christ and His molding influence that would make them sweet and gentle. 

Others show a sturdy indifference. They come to church. They listen to the message. They leave after the fellowship dinner. But they don’t have any interest in reaching others. They don’t have any desire to see other souls transformed into the image of Christ. Their hearts are not under the control of Christ. They love the world more than they love the truth and the lost souls. The cares of this life keep them distracted from the daily study of the word of God. So, even though they claim to be Christ’s followers, and claim to be coming to the wedding feast, they are not really planning on attending. 

Putting both Matthew and Luke’s renditions of the parable together, there are actually four invitations with increasing urgency and power. In Luke’s story, the master became angry after the first invitation, but in Matthew’s story the king became wroth after the second invitation. Also note that in Luke, all things were ready at the time of the first invitation, but in Matthew, all the preparations are finished at the second invitation. Whereas Matthew describes two invitations, Luke puts them together into one. 

Then in Luke we read of an invitation to those in the streets and lanes of the city. This is the invitation to the poor, maimed, halt and blind. Jesus told His disciples to first evangelize Jerusalem and Samaria before going to the rest of the world. So, this is the gospel invitation under the early rain in the time of the apostles. Matthew’s version of the story doesn’t include this third invitation. 

The fourth invitation is found in both gospels. This is the call to all those in the highways and hedges, which represents a global call to all who will heed the invitation. 
So, there are four invitations. First, the prophets were sent out. Second, Jesus himself sent out the 12 disciples. Third, He sent out the 70. And fourth, the apostles presented the gospel invitation to the Jews after the resurrection. The apostles gave the invitation under the power of the Holy Spirit in the early rain. 

They met with four increasingly hostile and even violent responses. First, the messengers were ignored. Then they were met with excuses. Then they faced open opposition. And fourth, their intended audience persecuted them. 

Now, let us see the prophetic point in the last days. There are four last day messages given by God’s people represented in Revelation 14:6-12, and Revelation 18:1-4 represented by four angels. These messages are given in increasing power. In each case they are rejected with increasing resistance. 
The first message, found in Revelation 14:6, 7 says this, “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.” 

This is the call to worship the creator by keeping His seventh day Sabbath holy. It was, and is, only accepted by a few while most of the people of the churches in the world ignore it. 

The second message is more powerful and warns against the false teachings of fallen Babylon, especially Roman Catholicism and its cooperative and ecumenical spiritual daughters. Let me read it to you. “and there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” 

That’s verse eight. In the Bible the symbol of wine represents doctrine, in this case it is obviously false doctrine. But the second message is met with opposition. It is sometimes open and sometimes subtle, such as the influence of the ecumenical movement and through infiltration by false shepherds, etc. 
The third message is more pointed and yet more powerful. Listen carefully, “And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.” That’s verses 9 and 10. 

This appeal is a warning to avoid the punishment of the rebellious churches. But when it is given with pointedness and power it will be met with hostility, accusation and ridicule. 

The fourth angel’s message is found in Revelation 18:1-4. It is really a repeat of the third with more information. “And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.”

Notice that it is given with “great power, and the earth was lighted with his glory.” This is the most powerful of all the messages because it is given under the dramatic power of the Holy Spirit in the latter rain, similar to the power of the apostles who gave the fourth message during the early rain. It is the final call to leave the fallen churches and join God’s remnant people and prepare for the final crisis and the second coming of Christ. This generates outright persecution of those who give this important message. 

Listen to this statement from Great Controversy, 606. “Thus the message of the third angel will be proclaimed. As the time comes for it to be given with greatest power [under the fourth angel], the Lord will work through humble instruments, leading the minds of those who consecrate themselves to His service. The laborers will be qualified rather by the unction of His Spirit than by the training of literary institutions. Men of faith and prayer will be constrained to go forth with holy zeal, declaring the words, which God gives them. The sins of Babylon will be laid open. The fearful results of enforcing the observances of the church by civil authority, the inroads of spiritualism, the stealthy but rapid progress of the papal power—all will be unmasked. By these solemn warnings the people will be stirred…” 
So, my friends, Jesus’ parable has end-time parallels. The four invitations of the story represent the four invitations to the Jewish nation, and also the four messages, or invitations given to the world in the last days. 
Again we just get started and the clock says out of time. Tune in to our next broadcast and we will be studying part 5 of “Called to the Wedding Supper.”
End Time messages is sponsored by Victory Everlasting Gospel Church located at 139 Country Lane, 1 mile down from the Cracker Barrel, where you are always invited to worship each Saturday morning, the real Lord’s day at 9:30 for Sabbath School and 11:00 AM for worship hour.
Until next time Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.”   Even so, come Lord Jesus. 

