Moses – An Example for Victory – Part 2

Sabbath October 30, 2004

I continue today where we left off last week in the life of Moses, and how he is an apt example for each of us at Victory, in living a victorious life under the most difficult circumstances. Last week we discussed the fact that Moses’ life was basically divided into three parts. The First 40 years – he spent learning to be somebody in the court of kings. The next 40 years he spent learning to be nobody in Midian as a shepherd of flocks, and in the final 40 years he spent showing God is everything.

Shall we pray…

Last week we looked at Moses and how he came to know that he was to be the deliverer of his people. His military training led him to believe he would lead the armies of Israel against the might of Egypt. But sadly he was to learn that he was to have no part in the planning. God’s ways are not our ways and too often we tend to run ahead of the Lord, rather then patiently waiting on Him. After killing the Egyptian he fled to Midian and spent the next 40 years unlearning all that would serve no useful purpose in the cause of God. 

“In the school of self-denial and hardship he was to learn patience, to temper his passions. Before he could govern wisely, he must be trained to obey. His own heart must be fully in harmony with God before he could teach the knowledge of His will to Israel. By his own experience he must be prepared to exercise a fatherly care over all who needed his help. Infinite Wisdom called him who was to become the leader of his people to spend forty years in the humble work of a shepherd. The habits of caretaking, of self-forgetfulness and tender solicitude for his flock, thus developed, would prepare him to become the compassionate, longsuffering shepherd of Israel. No advantage that human training or culture could bestow, could be a substitute for this experience.”

Moses, once so mighty and self-reliant, had, after 40 years of deprivation and toil, become so emptied of self, that God had a task to perform in getting Moses to begin the awesome task that lie ahead.

God must first get Moses interested, then instructed and finally involved. In coming to Jesus and the truth, we had to become interested, then instructed and finally involved.

Turn to Exodus 2:23-25. "And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of Egypt died: and the children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto God by reason of the bondage. And God heard their groaning, and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them." 

I pick up the story now from PP251 “The time for Israel's deliverance had come. But God's purpose was to be accomplished in a manner to pour contempt on human pride. The deliverer was to go forth as a humble shepherd, with only a rod in his hand; but God would make that rod the symbol of His power.”

Now Exodus 3:1-6 “Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb. And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed. And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt. And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I. And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground. Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.”   

God got his interest. Moses saw a bush in flames, branches, foliage, and trunk, all burning, yet seeming not to be consumed. He drew near to view the wonderful sight, when a voice from out of the flame called him by name. With trembling lips he answered, "Here am I." He was warned not to approach irreverently: "Put off thy shoes from off thy feet; for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground. . . . I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." It was He who, as the Angel of the covenant, had revealed Himself to the fathers in ages past. "And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God."  {PP 251.2}

Humility and reverence should characterize the deportment of all who come into the presence of God. In the name of Jesus we may come before Him with confidence, but we must not approach Him with the boldness of presumption, as though He were on a level with ourselves. There are those who address the great and all-powerful and holy God, who dwelleth in light unapproachable, as they would address an equal, or even an inferior. There are those who conduct themselves in His house as they would not presume to do in the audience chamber of an earthly ruler. These should remember that they are in His sight whom seraphim adore, before whom angels veil their faces. God is greatly to be reverenced; all who truly realize His presence will bow in humility before Him, and, like Jacob beholding the vision of God, they will cry out, "How dreadful is this place! This is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven."  {PP 252.1}

     As Moses waited in reverent awe before God the words continued: Exodus 3: verses 7 & 8 "I have surely seen the affliction of My people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; and I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey...” verse 10 “Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth My people the children of Israel out of Egypt.”  {PP 252.2}

Now my brothers and sisters, pay attention. Moses was now 80 years old. All the old pride, boldness and self-sufficiency were gone. He was truly emptied of self. What he failed to realize is that if he would put his full faith and trust in God, he could do anything. But even after all that he had been through, he needed to be instructed, for you see as God had outlined the project Moses was to embark on, Moses saw the task as something he must accomplish within his own capabilities. 

Amazed and terrified at the command, Moses drew back, saying, Exodus 3:11 “And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 80 years old and Moses had “I” trouble as he gave God excuse #1.

God’s answer in verse 12, “And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain.”

Moses thought of the difficulties to be encountered, of the blindness, ignorance, and unbelief of his people, many of whom were almost destitute of a knowledge of God. Now verse 13 “And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? what shall I say unto them?”  Verses 14, 15 “And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you. And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations.”  

Moses was commanded first to assemble the elders of Israel, the most noble and righteous among them, who had long grieved because of their bondage, and to declare to them a message from God, with a promise of deliverance. Then he was to go with the elders before the king, and say to him--  {PP 253.2}

Ex. 3: verse 18 "The Lord God of the Hebrews hath met with us: and now let us go, we beseech thee, three days' journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God."  {PP 253.3}

     Moses was forewarned that Pharaoh would resist the appeal to let Israel go. Yet the courage of God's servant must not fail; for the Lord would make this the occasion to manifest His power before the Egyptians and before His people. Verse 20 "And I will stretch out My hand, and smite Egypt with all My wonders which I will do in the midst thereof: and after that he will let you go."  {PP 253.4}

Moses saw before him difficulties that seemed insurmountable. This is the humanity of Moses that has surfaced, and looking again at the task, as though he were going this operation on his own, he wondered what proof could he give his people that God had indeed sent him? Ex. 4:1   “And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The LORD hath not appeared unto thee.” I think at this point we can say that Moses learned his lesson well as to self-sufficiency. He was acutely aware that he did not possess anything within himself to get the job done. But he still looked at the task as though God would not be his strength and needed more from God to assure him.

Evidence that appealed to his own senses was now given. He was told to cast his rod upon the ground. Verse 3 and as he did so, "it became a serpent; and Moses fled from before it." He was commanded to seize it, verse 4 and in his hand it became a rod. He was instructed to put his hand into his bosom, verse 6. He obeyed, and "when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow." Being told to put it again into his bosom, verse 7, he found on withdrawing it that it had become like the other. By these signs the Lord assured Moses that His own people, as well as Pharaoh, should be convinced that One mightier than the king of Egypt was manifest among them.  {PP 253.6} 

In verse 9 God said, “And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also these two signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that thou shalt take of the water of the river, and pour it upon the dry land: and the water which thou takest out of the river shall become blood upon the dry land.

You would think that from the first sight of the burning bush, and having conversation with the God of heaven and all that followed, that Moses would be confident that God would perform the tasks and all he needed to do was to be a willing participant. We should not look critically at Moses, for we today are to a degree, worse than Moses in our responsibility to get God’s people out of Egypt. We do not trust God. We have all the evidence we need in scripture, including how God was there for Moses at every turn. We have a gospel commission from Jesus Himself, to go into all the world, to teach, to preach, to call God’s people out of Babylon, plus we have the assurance that He is with us always, even unto the end of the world. But we have excuses, and Satan is delighted that we are so inactive, missing in action you could say.

One of those excuses we use, is one that Moses presented to God next in verse 10, “And Moses said unto the LORD, O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.” Our excuse might be, I can’t witness until I know everything there is to know. What we fail to see is, that what we know is generally far more than the hearer, and what we have studied the Holy Spirit will bring to our memory. Our failing lies in the missed opportunities that come to us daily. Planting seeds of truth without excuses. 

40 years prior a different Moses would offer no excuse, but 40 years earlier he would not have been patient, nor would he have waited on God, nor would God have trusted him with the awesome task the human must play in God’s plan.

But the servant of God was still overwhelmed by the thought of the strange and wonderful work before him. In his distress and fear he now pleaded as an excuse a lack of ready speech: "O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since Thou hast spoken unto Thy servant; but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue." 

There was some justification for this excuse, you see he had been so long away from the Egyptians that he had not so clear knowledge and ready use of their language as when he was among them.  

God’s assurance was then given in verses 11 and 12, “And the LORD said unto him, Who hath made man's mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not I the LORD? Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.”  

But Moses still entreated that a more competent person be selected in verse 13, “And he said, O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt send.” At this point Moses ignited the anger of God. These excuses at first proceeded from humility and diffidence (which means a lack of confidence in oneself); but after the Lord had promised to remove all difficulties, and to give him final success, then any further shrinking back and complaining of his unfitness showed distrust of God. It implied a fear that God was unable to qualify him for the great work to which He had called him, or that He had made a mistake in the selection of the man.  {PP 254.2}

And brothers and sisters I suggest we can all learn from this experience of Moses. Do we shrink back when opportunity arises to preach the word? Zora told me just last night that God has given her holy boldness as she is now declaring the truth, unafraid of how people react or what they think of her. She tells them it’s from the Word of God and she has perfect peace in relating truth. No arguing scripture, just giving a plain “It is written.” 

I read this from Evangelism page 129, “With intense interest God is looking on this world. He has noted the capacity of human beings for service. Looking down the ages, He has counted His workers, both men and women, and has prepared the way before them, saying, "I will send My messengers to them, and they shall see great light shining amid the darkness. Won to the service of Christ, they will use their talents to the glory of My name. They will go forth to work for Me with zeal and devotion. Through their efforts the truth will speak to thousands in a most forcible manner, and men spiritually blind will receive sight, and will see My salvation.”  {Ev 129.3}

Listen to this from the testimony of Jesus, Maranatha page 23, “We do not go deep enough in our search for truth. Every soul who believes present truth will be brought where he will be required to give a reason of the hope that is in him. The people of God will be called upon to stand before kings, princes, rulers, and great men of the earth, and they must know that they do know what is truth. They must be converted men and women. God can teach you more in one moment by His Holy Spirit than you could learn from the great men of the earth. The universe is looking upon the controversy that is going on upon the earth. At an infinite cost, God has provided for every man an opportunity to know that which will make him wise unto salvation. How eagerly do angels look to see who will avail himself of this opportunity! When a message is presented to God's people, they should not rise up in opposition to it; they should go to the Bible, comparing it with the law and the testimony, and if it does not bear this test, it is not true. God wants our minds to expand. He desires to put His grace upon us. We may have a feast of good things every day, for God can open the whole treasure of heaven to us.”

And this from Reflecting Christ page 296, “All heaven has been looking on with interest, and ready to do whatever God might appoint, to help fallen men and women to become what God would have them. God will work for His children, but not without their cooperation. They must have indomitable energy, and a constant desire to become all that it is possible for them to be.”

{1SM 172.1} “God desires men and women to think soberly and candidly. They are to ascend to a higher and still higher grade, commanding a wider and still wider horizon. Looking unto Jesus, they are to be changed into His image. They are to spend their time in searching for the deep, everlasting truths of heaven. Then there will be nothing frivolous in their religious experience. 

     Let us follow the revealed will of God. Then we shall know that the light we receive comes from the divine Source of all true light. Those who cooperate with Christ are on safe ground. God richly blesses them as they consecrate their energies to the work of rescuing the world from corruption.”

Back to Exodus 4:14 “And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses, and he said, Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can speak well. And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee: and when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart.” 

Moses was now directed to Aaron, his elder brother, who, having been in daily use of the language of the Egyptians, was able to speak it perfectly. He was told that Aaron was coming to meet him. The next words from the Lord were an unqualified command:

Verses 15-17 “And thou shalt speak unto him, and put words in his mouth: and I will be with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what ye shall do. And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people: and he shall be, even he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead of God. And thou shalt take this rod in thine hand, wherewith thou shalt do signs.”

In closing I would like to ask, do you know what’s interesting about verse 14? Speaking of Aaron, God said “And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee.” Moses has not seen Aaron in 40 years. Aaron has not seen his brother Moses in 40 years. But Aaron is coming to Midian to join his brother in the quest God would send them on. Do you think that Aaron was wondering what he was doing, where he was going and why? Isn’t God amazing as He knows the end from the beginning. While Moses was giving God all the excuses, Aaron was on his way.

All that we must be is to be willing to be made willing, and so should we ever be ready to do the Lord’s bidding with no murmuring, no complaining, no fear for any lack on our part as God can always make up the difference. God got Moses interest with the burning bush. God instructed Moses on what he was to do. Next week we will look at how God got Moses involved in His work to bring God the glory due Him alone.

Shall we pray…
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