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The Godhead is Under Attack

Spreading through Christianity today is a false doctrine regarding the three persons of the Godhead, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. This matter is important to all Christians, in particular Seventh-day Adventists.  (For convenience, hereafter in this study, Seventh-day Adventists will be designated as SDA’s)

I believe that our commission is to be busy teaching and preaching the everlasting gospel message as it is found in the three angel’s messages of Revelation 14. I believe it is Satan’s business to detour God’s people into other directions and keep them busy chasing the devil’s rabbits. 

There are many areas where this is happening today, however I will give two specific areas. First, there are those who say we must be keeping the feast days. The second area is the attack on the Godhead, which is the major focus of this study, and is stating there is only one God, the Father, and Jesus came from Him back in eternity, but after the Father. They say that the Holy Spirit is not a Person, rather something that emanates from the Father and the Son.

In regards to the feast days, they were part of the shadow that would meet the substance in Christ. He was the Passover Lamb and the feast of Passover was replaced with communion. All the ceremonies of the feast days were types of the work of Christ and He was to fulfill them all. The feast of unleavened bread, leaven represented sin and Jesus was without sin. Jesus fulfilled the wave sheaf as He rose from the dead, the first fruits. Jesus fulfilled the feast of Pentecost when He sent the Comforter and the disciples received the early rain of the Holy Spirit. The Feast of Trumpets which was announcing the Day of Atonement was fulfilled around 1833-1844, when the knowledge of Daniel was opened up and the 2300 year prophecy was understood; right time, wrong event, and then of course Jesus fulfilled the moving into the second apartment of the heavenly sanctuary right on time October 22nd 1844, beginning the antitypical Day of Atonement which He continues to fulfill today. He will be fulfilling the 7th, the feast of Ingathering at His second coming. I believe those who say we should be keeping the feast days are chasing the devil's rabbits and are majoring in deceptions. 

Jesus was the Passover Lamb. I believe the Spirit of Prophecy has made it clear in the “Desire of Ages,” that the celebration of Passover ended, as we read in Desire of Ages, “Christ was standing at the point of transition between two economies and their two great festivals. He, the spotless Lamb of God, was about to present Himself as a sin offering, that He would thus bring to an end the system of types and ceremonies that for four thousand years had pointed to His death. As He ate the Passover with His disciples, He instituted in its place the service that was to be the memorial of His great sacrifice. The national festival of the Jews was to pass away forever. The service which Christ established was to be observed by His followers in all lands and through all ages.  {DA 652.2}

     
My point in bringing this out is that many SDA’s have been caught up in this detour and thus the real message to the world is neglected. The second detour is the one I will elaborate on now as I believe this one to be much more dangerous, and I believe those caught up in this deception are on their way to committing the “Unpardonable Sin.”
First of all, let’s understand that the name “trinity” is a Roman Catholic invention. Although there are SDA’s that use the word “trinity” when referring to the “Godhead,” we as conscientious SDA’s should not use it; since the meaning is not what we understand the Godhead to be. The reason being is the Roman Catholics coined the word and they have an entirely different understanding of the three persons of the “Godhead” than we do. The word “trinity” comes from the word “trinitas,” first used in the second century by Tertulian; but the doctrine was not formulated until the fourth century.

Here is what the Roman Catholics believe about the “Trinity” and teach:

1. That there is only one God, God the Father;

2. The Son Jesus comes out of the Father and was not with Him in eternity past;

3. The Holy Spirit comes from both the Father and the Son.

They say that there is no Son apart from the Father and no Holy Spirit apart from them both. The teachings of Arianism, which is the belief that Christ is not eternal and the belief that there is no separate Holy Spirit, had its roots in the “trinity” doctrine and was fought vigorously by the pioneers of the SDA faith. Sadly today there are SDA’s who are teaching the basic concept of the “Trinity” error, that there is only “One Being” and that is the eternal God. Apart from that one God they say there is no eternal Christ, and no Holy Spirit with a separate existence. 
When I think of the scripture that makes it clear that Jesus is not only God, but has ever been with God, I believe it had been written for our understanding, John 1:1-3, 14. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.” “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us…”

What is my point? God uses terms we can understand. He inhabits eternity and we inhabit time. We cannot comprehend the fact that He always was. Our finite minds may accept that fact, we just don’t understand it. But we do understand things having a beginning and an end. So John says “In the beginning…”and“…The same was in the beginning…” That helps our understanding a little that Jesus as God was always God and has always been with the Father.

When it comes to the Holy Spirit, if He were not a separate entity (person) then I do not believe that believers should be baptized in His name, if the Holy Spirit was just a force emanating from God the Father; that would be redundant. Matthew 28:19 is a scripture that speaks strongly in favor of a three person Godhead and is the very words of Christ, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
Surely the Spirit of Prophecy is not silent on the three persons:

The Eternal Dignitaries of the Godhead.--The eternal heavenly dignitaries--God, and Christ, and the Holy Spirit--arming them [the disciples] with more than mortal energy, . . . would advance with them to the work and convince the world of sin.--Manuscript 145, 1901.  {Ev 616.4}

     Personality of the Holy Spirit.--We need to realize that the Holy Spirit, who is as much a person as God is a person, is walking through these grounds.--Manuscript 66, 1899. (From a talk to the students at the Avondale School in Australia.)  {Ev 616.5}

     The Holy Spirit is a person, for He beareth witness with our spirits that we are the children of God. When this witness is borne, it carries with it its own evidence. At such times we believe and are sure that we are the children of God. . . .  {Ev 616.6}

     The Holy Spirit has a personality, else He could not bear witness to our spirits and with our spirits that we are the children of God. He must also be a divine person, else He could not search out the secrets which lie hidden in the mind of God. "For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God."--Manuscript 20, 1906.  {Ev 617.1}

     The Power of God in the Third Person.--The prince of the power of evil can only be held in check by the power of God in the third person of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit.--Special Testimonies, Series A, No. 10, p. 37. (1897)  {Ev 617.2}

     In Co-operation With the Three Highest Powers.-- We are to co-operate with the three highest powers in heaven,--the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, --and these powers will work through us, making us workers together with God.--Special Testimonies, Series B, No. 7, p. 51. (1905)  {Ev 617.3}

    The Glory of the Gospel -- It is the glory of the gospel that it is founded upon the principle of restoring in the fallen race the divine image by a constant manifestation of benevolence. This work began in the heavenly courts. There God decided to give human beings unmistakable evidence of the love with which He regarded them. He "so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." John 3:16.  {CH 222.1}

The Godhead was stirred with pity for the race, and the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit gave Themselves to the working out of the plan of redemption. In order fully to carry out this plan, it was decided that Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, should give Himself an offering for sin. What line can measure the depth of this love? God would make it impossible for man to say that He could have done more. With Christ He gave all the resources of heaven, that nothing might be wanting in the plan for man's uplifting. Here is love--the contemplation of which should fill the soul with inexpressible gratitude! Oh, what love, what matchless love! The contemplation of this love will cleanse the soul from all selfishness. It will lead the disciple to deny self, take up the cross, and follow the Redeemer.  {CH 222.2}

The above quotes were written with dates that ran from 1897 through 1906 and she was consistent from her age 70 to age 79. We can not ignore the fact that the Spirit of Prophecy, which is the Testimony of Jesus, is not silent or vague in pointing out that the Holy Spirit is not only a person, but is the third person of the Godhead. A three person Godhead is a statement of what has always been.  The evidence is too strong. Read on.

Facilities of Heaven Pledged.--The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the three holy dignitaries of heaven, have declared that they will strengthen men to overcome the powers of darkness. All the facilities of heaven are pledged to those who by their baptismal vows have entered into a covenant with God (MS 92, 1901).  {5BC 1110.8}

A Gift Unexcelled.--Christ determined that when He ascended from this earth, He would bestow a gift on those who had believed on Him, and those who should believe on Him. What gift could He bestow rich enough to signalize and grace His ascension to the mediatorial throne? It must be worthy of His greatness and His royalty. He determined to give His representative, the third person of the Godhead. This gift could not be excelled. He would give all gifts in one, and therefore the divine Spirit, that converting, enlightening, and sanctifying power, would be His donation. . . .  {6BC 1052.5}


 Christ longed to be in a position where He could accomplish the most important work by few and simple means. The plan of redemption is comprehensive; but its parts are few, and each part depends on the others, while all work together with the utmost simplicity and in entire harmony. Christ is represented by the Holy Spirit; and when this Spirit is appreciated, when those controlled by the Spirit communicate to others the energy with which they are imbued, an invisible chord is touched which electrifies the whole. Would that we could all understand how boundless are the divine resources (SW Nov. 28, 1905).  {6BC 1053.1}

I am not surprised that anyone should be confused at the after result. But in my experience of the past forty-nine years I have seen much of these things, and I have known that God has wrought in a marked manner; and let no one venture to say this is not the Spirit of God. It is just that which we are authorized to believe and pray for, for God is more willing to give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him than parents are to give good gifts unto their children. But the Holy Spirit is not for the human agent to work; it is to work and use the human agent. That God did abundantly bless the students in the school and the church, I have not one doubt; but a period of great light and the outpouring of the Spirit is quite generally followed by a time of great darkness. Why? Because the enemy works with all his deceiving energies to make of none effect the deep movings of the Spirit of God on the human subject.  {1SM 130.2}
The gift of Christ and the illumination of the Holy Spirit reveal to us the Father and the Son. The word is exactly adapted to make men and women and youth wise unto salvation. In the word is the science of salvation plainly revealed. "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works." "Search the Scriptures," for therein is the counsel of God, the voice of God speaking to the soul.--"Special Testimonies on Education," December 1, 1895.  {FE 390.3}

It is not essential for us to be able to define just what the Holy Spirit is. Christ tells us that the Spirit is the Comforter, "the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father." It is plainly declared regarding the Holy Spirit that, in His work of guiding men into all truth, "He shall not speak of Himself." John 15:26; 16:13. {AA 51.3}

John 15:26  “But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:”
John 16:13 “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come.”  

John 16:14 “He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you.  

The nature of the Holy Spirit is a mystery. Men cannot explain it, because the Lord has not revealed it to them. Men having fanciful views may bring together passages of Scripture and put a human construction on them, but the acceptance of these views will not strengthen the church. Regarding such mysteries, which are too deep for human understanding, silence is golden.  {AA 52.1}

The office of the Holy Spirit is distinctly specified in the words of Christ: "When He is come, He will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment." John 16:8. It is the Holy Spirit that convicts of sin. If the sinner responds to the quickening influence of the Spirit, he will be brought to repentance and aroused to the importance of obeying the divine requirements.  {AA 52.2}

Having brought conviction of sin, and presented before the mind the standard of righteousness, the Holy Spirit 

withdraws the affections from the things of this earth and fills the soul with a desire for holiness. "He will guide you into all truth" (John 16:13), the Saviour declared. If men are willing to be molded, there will be brought about a sanctification of the whole being. The Spirit will take the things of God and stamp them on the soul. By His power the way of life will be made so plain that none need err therein.  {AA 52.5}
Day after day is passing into eternity, bringing us nearer to the close of probation. As never before we must pray for the Holy Spirit to be more abundantly bestowed upon us, and we must look for its sanctifying influence to come upon the workers, that those for whom they labor may know that they have been with Jesus and have learned of Him.  {GW 288.4}
We need spiritual eyesight, that we may see the designs of the enemy, and as faithful watchmen proclaim the danger. We need power from above, that we may understand, as far as the human mind can, the great themes of Christianity and their far-reaching principles.  {GW 289.1}
Those who are under the influence of the Spirit of God will not be fanatical, but calm and steadfast, free from extravagance in thought, word, or deed. Amid the confusion of delusive doctrines, the Spirit of God will be a guide and a shield to those who have not resisted the evidences of truth, silencing every other voice but that which comes from Him who is the truth.  {GW 289.2}

We are living in the last days, when error of a most deceptive character is accepted and believed, while truth is discarded. The Lord will hold both ministers and people responsible for the light shining upon them. He calls upon us to work diligently in gathering up the jewels of truth, and placing them in the framework of the gospel. In all their divine beauty they are to shine forth in the moral darkness of the world. This cannot be accomplished without the aid of the Holy Spirit, but with this aid we can do all things. When we are endowed with the Spirit, we take hold by faith of infinite power. There is nothing lost of that which comes from God. The Saviour of the world sends His messages to the soul, that the darkness of error may be dispelled. The work of the Spirit is immeasurably great. It is from this source that power and efficiency come to the worker for God.  {GW 289.3}

The Holy Spirit was promised to be with those who were wrestling for victory, in demonstration of all mightiness, endowing the human agent with supernatural powers and instructing the ignorant in the mysteries of the kingdom of God. That the Holy Spirit is to be the grand helper is a wonderful promise. . . . The imparted Holy Spirit enabled His disciples, the apostles, to stand firmly against every species of idolatry and to exalt the Lord and Him alone.  {ML 48.4}

     By His Spirit He is everywhere present. Through the agency of His Spirit and His angels He ministers to the children of men.  {ML 48.5}

Before offering Himself as the sacrificial victim, Christ sought for the most essential and complete gift to bestow upon His followers, a gift that would bring within their reach the boundless resources of grace. "I will pray the Father," He said, "and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you forever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you orphans: I will come to you." John 14:16-18, margin.  {DA 668.5}

Before this the Spirit had been in the world; from the very beginning of the work of redemption He had been moving upon men's hearts. But while Christ was on earth, the disciples had desired no other helper. Not until they were deprived of His presence would they feel their need of the Spirit, and then He would come.  {DA 669.1}
We know there is a move afoot to make the Spirit of Prophecy of none effect. But I am afraid that this is even more of a dangerous move to rob the Holy Spirit of His personage. What is happening is that finite man is trying to explain the nature of the Holy Spirit. Look at the next quote:

It is not essential for us to be able to define just what the Holy Spirit is. Christ tells us that the Spirit is the Comforter, "the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father." It is plainly declared regarding the Holy Spirit that, in His work of guiding men into all truth, "He shall not speak of Himself." John 15:26; 16:13. {AA 51.3}

And in particular this one:

The nature of the Holy Spirit is a mystery. Men cannot explain it, because the Lord has not revealed it to them. Men having fanciful views may bring together passages of Scripture and put a human construction on them, but the acceptance of these views will not strengthen the church. Regarding such mysteries, which are too deep for human understanding, silence is golden.  {AA 52.1}

The office of the Holy Spirit is distinctly specified in the words of Christ: "When He is come, He will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment." John 16:8. It is the Holy Spirit that convicts of sin. If the sinner responds to the quickening influence of the Spirit, he will be brought to repentance and aroused to the importance of obeying the divine requirements.  {AA 52.2}

Those who are under the influence of the Spirit of God will not be fanatical, but calm and steadfast, free from extravagance in thought, word, or deed. Amid the confusion of delusive doctrines, the Spirit of God will be a guide and a shield to those who have not resisted the evidences of truth, silencing every other voice but that which comes from Him who is the truth.  {GW 289.2}

We are living in the last days, when error of a most deceptive character is accepted and believed, while truth is discarded. The Lord will hold both ministers and people responsible for the light shining upon them. He calls upon us to work diligently in gathering up the jewels of truth, and placing them in the framework of the gospel. In all their divine beauty they are to shine forth in the moral darkness of the world. This cannot be accomplished without the aid of the Holy Spirit, but with this aid we can do all things. When we are endowed with the Spirit, we take hold by faith of infinite power. There is nothing lost of that which comes from God. The Saviour of the world sends His messages to the soul, that the darkness of error may be dispelled. The work of the Spirit is immeasurably great. It is from this source that power and efficiency come to the worker for God.  {GW 289.3}

To (work diligently in gathering up the jewels of truth, and placing them in the framework of the gospel) is what I am saying. To be in the forefront of action preaching and teaching the everlasting gospel as it is found in the three angels messages is our work. Not to be trying to understand that which we can not. As it said above, “It is not essential for us to be able to define just what the Holy Spirit is. The nature of the Holy Spirit is a mystery. Men cannot explain it, because the Lord has not revealed it to them.”

Joseph Smith, the Mormon prophet knew that no mortal could be in the presence of God and live. But he claims to have been in the presence of both God the Father and Jesus, face to face.  Imagine that, he lived to tell about it, and then died by a shotgun blast to the chest in the year 1844.

Before offering Himself as the sacrificial victim, Christ sought for the most essential and complete gift to bestow upon His followers, a gift that would bring within their reach the boundless resources of grace. "I will pray the Father," He said, "and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you forever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you orphans: I will come to you." John 14:16-18, margin.  {DA 668.5}

     Before this the Spirit had been in the world; from the very beginning of the work of redemption He had been moving upon men's hearts. But while Christ was on earth, the disciples had desired no other helper. Not until they were deprived of His presence would they feel their need of the Spirit, and then He would come.  {DA 669.1}

Some SDA’s use the following Spirit of Prophecy quote to weakly prove that the Holy Spirit is divested of personality and therefore can’t be a person of the Godhead. They say that Jesus Himself is the Comforter and that Christ has divested Himself of humanity and has come back in a glorified form as the Comforter. That is hard to believe with all the evidence presented in this study. But let’s look at  the quote:
Before offering Himself as the sacrificial victim, Christ sought for the most essential and complete gift to bestow upon His followers, a gift that would bring within their reach the boundless resources of grace. "I will pray the Father," He said, "and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you forever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you orphans: I will come to you." John 14:16-18, margin.  {DA 668.5}

Before this the Spirit had been in the world; from the very beginning of the work of redemption He had been moving upon men's hearts. But while Christ was on earth, the disciples had desired no other helper. Not until they were deprived of His presence would they feel their need of the Spirit, and then He would come.  {DA 669.1}

The Holy Spirit is Christ's representative, but divested of the personality of humanity, and independent thereof. Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not be in every place personally. Therefore it was for their interest that He should go to the Father, and send the Spirit to be His successor on earth. No one could then have any advantage because of his location or his personal contact with Christ. By the Spirit the Saviour would be accessible to all. In this sense He would be nearer to them than if He had not ascended on high.  {DA 669.2}

Divest – Mirriam Webster online dictionary - Pronunciation: dI-'vest, d&-
Function: transitive verb
Etymology: alteration of devest
1 a : to deprive or dispossess especially of property, authority, or title 

   b : to undress or strip especially of clothing, ornament, or equipment c : RID, FREE
2 : to take away from a person

Richard Vaughn comments: In reading the whole thing in context: The line makes more sense. “The Holy Spirit is Christ's representative, but divested of the personality of humanity, and independent thereof.” 

Jesus was clothed with or cumbered with humanity and had therefore surrendered his omnipresence and could not be in every place personally. He is in the heavenly sanctuary while the Holy Spirit was not so encumbered; because He was divested of the personality of humanity and had omnipresence and therefore could be in every place personally.  It makes perfect sense.

Now I would like to address the idea of the oneness of God. Every reference to God in the first five chapters of Genesis is the Hebrew word elohiym, which is the plural of elowahh or eloahh which means a deity (god) or the Diety (God). Therefore elohiym would be deities (gods) or the Diety, of the Supreme God, a unity of Divine Beings. Genesis 1:1 is “In the beginning God created…” The Hebrew, Elohiym bara. God (plural) created (singular). 

No question about the fact God the Father and God the Son were present at creation and is verified in verse 26, “And God (elohiym – plural) said Let us make man in our image, after our likeness…” This certainly indicates more than one in the Godhead. One speaking to an equal. We see this again in Genesis 3:22; and 11:7. 

Something different for the sake of explanation, but similar is the evening and the morning in Genesis 1:5,8,13,19,23,31. Each day of creation were an evening and a morning. One (echad) day. 2 entities of time declared to be one unit.

In Deuteronomy 6:4, Moses wrote, “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:” The Lord (Yehovah [Jehovah]) our God (elohiym [plural]) is one (echad [means united, or unity]). It is important to NOTE that Moses uses the word ONE (echad) which means united or unity, and not the word (yachid [only, solitary]) which does stress absolute oneness as in Genesis 22:2.  In Genesis 2:24, “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.”  One (echad [unity]) flesh.

From what I have read and studied, I still concluded that the Father and the Son are both God and always were. Just as John chapter one, verses 1-3, 14 state clearly that Jesus the Word was in the beginning, with God and was God and of course still is God. I believe Jesus was not generated or did not emanate from God, because such reasoning leads one to believe that Jesus as God had to come some time after God the Father and therefore we get hung up once more in the realm of time. Suffice it to say that they are from eternity and therefore always were; which our finite minds may need eternity to fully grasp and understand.

In regards to the Holy Spirit, we can say that the writings of Ellen White clearly show the Holy Spirit was and is a person, the third person of the Godhead. These two quotes bear repeating: 
It is not essential for us to be able to define just what the Holy Spirit is. Christ tells us that the Spirit is the Comforter, "the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father." It is plainly declared regarding the Holy Spirit that, in His work of guiding men into all truth, "He shall not speak of Himself." John 15:26; 16:13. 

{AA 51.3}

The nature of the Holy Spirit is a mystery. Men cannot explain it, because the Lord has not revealed it to them. Men having fanciful views may bring together passages of Scripture and put a human construction on them, but the acceptance of these views will not strengthen the church. Regarding such mysteries, which are too deep for human understanding, silence is golden.  {AA 52.1}

And so, what will strengthen the church is for us to be about the gospel commission, preaching and teaching the three angels messages with all that that entails. This is where our predominant focus is and has to be. 
"Christ was God essentially, and in the highest sense. He was with God from all eternity, God over all, blessed forevermore. The Lord Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God, existed from eternity, a distinct person, yet one with the Father. He was the surpassing glory of heaven. He was the commander of the heavenly intelligences, and the adoring homage of the angels was received by Him as His right."  {FLB 46.5}
     "He was equal with God, infinite and omnipotent."  {FLB 46.6}
Micah 5:2 “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, [though] thou be little among the thousands of Judah, [yet] out of thee shall he come forth unto me [that is] to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth [have been] from of old, from everlasting.  

everlasting - Hebrew word olam meaning eternity.

The Sovereign of the universe was not alone in His work of beneficence. He had an associate--a co-worker who could appreciate His purposes, and could share His joy in giving happiness to created beings. "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God." John 1:1, 2. Christ, the Word, the only begotten of God, was one with the eternal Father--one in nature, in character, in purpose--the only being that could enter into all the counsels and purposes of God. "His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." Isaiah 9:6. His "goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting." Micah 5:2. And the Son of God declares concerning Himself: "The Lord possessed Me in the beginning of His way, before His works of old. I was set up from everlasting. . . . When He appointed the foundations of the earth: then I was by Him, as one brought up with Him: and I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him." Proverbs 8:22-30.  {PP 34.1}

The world was made by Him, "and without Him was not any thing made that was made" (verse 3). If Christ made all things, He existed before all things. The words spoken in regard to this are so decisive that no one need be left  in doubt. Christ was God essentially, and in the highest sense. He was with God from all eternity, God over all, blessed forevermore.  {LHU 16.3} 

The Lord Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God, existed from eternity, a distinct person, yet one with the Father. He was the surpassing glory of heaven. He was the commander of the heavenly intelligences, and the adoring homage of the angels was received by Him as His right. This was no robbery of God. "The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way," He declares, "before his works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was. When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth: while as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the world. When he prepared the heavens, I was there: when he set a compass upon the face of the depths" (Prov. 8:22-27).  {LHU 16.4}

If Christ made all things, He existed before all things. The words spoken in regard to this are so decisive that no one need be left in doubt. Christ was God essentially, and in the highest sense. He was with God from all eternity. God over all, blessed forevermore.  {5BC 1126.4}

The Lord Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God, existed from eternity, a distinct person, yet one with the Father. He was the surpassing glory of heaven. He was the commander of the heavenly intelligences, and the adoring homage of the angels was received by Him as His right. This was no robbery of God [Prov. 8:22-27 quoted].  {5BC 1126.5}

Christ is the pre-existent, self-existent Son of God.... In speaking of his pre-existence, Christ carries the mind back through dateless ages. He assures us that there never was a time when He was not in close fellowship with the eternal God. He to whose voice the Jews were then listening had been with God as one brought up with Him.--Signs of the Times, Aug. 29, 1900.  {Ev 615.2}

He was equal with God, infinite and omnipotent. . . . He is the eternal, self-existent Son.--Manuscript 101, 1897.  {Ev 615.3}

God, and Christ, and the Holy Spirit--arming them [the disciples] with more than mortal energy, . . . would advance with them to the work and convince the world of sin.--Manuscript 145, 1901.  {Ev 616.4}

We need to realize that the Holy Spirit, who is as much a person as God is a person, is walking through these grounds.--Manuscript 66, 1899. (From a talk to the students at the Avondale School.)  {Ev 616.5}

     
The Holy Spirit is a person, for He beareth witness with our spirits that we are the children of God. When this witness is borne, it carries with it its own evidence. At such times we believe and are sure that we are the children of God. . . .  {Ev 616.6}

The Holy Spirit has a personality, else He could not bear witness to our spirits and with our spirits that we are the children of God. He must also be a divine person, else He could not search out the secrets which lie hidden in the mind of God. "For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God."--Manuscript 20, 1906.  {Ev 617.1}

The prince of the power of evil can only be held in check by the power of God in the third person of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit.--Special Testimonies, Series A, No. 10, p. 37. (1897)  {Ev 617.2}

We are to co-operate with the three highest powers in heaven,--the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, --and these powers will work through us, making us workers together with God.--Special Testimonies, Series B, No. 7, p. 51. (1905)  {Ev 617.3}

CONCLUSION
Christianity is in an open rebellion against God. God said, “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” The Christian today says, “What difference does it make which day you keep?” God said, “Don’t eat the abomination.” The Christian today says, you can eat what ever you like, just say a blessing. God said, “Take off the ornaments.” The Christian today wears what they want on their bodies, jewelry, tattoos, and casual wear in God’s Sanctuary. He/she picks and chooses what they want to read in Scripture and ignores the very clear, “Thus saith the Lord.”

Rather than studying to show themselves approved unto God, they prefer to swing and sway, singing all their 7-11 songs to get emotionally excited with the spirit that moves them, not aware that it is the unholy spirit.

Satan has indeed come down like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour, and if one is not studying diligently, remaining sober and vigilant; they will be devoured by every deception in his arsenal. We need to pay heed to Ephesians 4:13-15 “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:  

Yes, 4 times Jesus warned us in Matthew 24 that the final generation would be an age of deception. Satan has the Christian world keeping a counterfeit Sabbath; eating that which is unfit for human consumption; faces painted and bodies pierced, tattooed and wearing enough trinkets to make Jezebel jealous. But his smorgasbord of deceptions has prepared the entire Christian world, with the exception of God’s remnant people, to receive the mark of the beast.


It is with profound sadness that professed Christians would buy into the granddaddy of all deceptions, the attack on the Godhead. Revelation 3:11 Jesus said, “Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.”
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