Mecklenburg Correctional Center 

Lesson Handout – November 10, 2007
Study of Daniel Chapter 3 – The Image
Tonight we will look at a very important chapter in God’s Word for God’s remnant people of this final generation; Daniel chapter 3. A little background first. We have studied about King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in chapter 2, a dream which forecasted the world’s history from the time that Babylon ruled the world until the second coming of Christ. The object of the dream was the great image with the head of gold, the chest and arms of silver, the thighs of brass, the legs of iron and the feet part iron and part clay. Then a rock struck it on the feet and the image was destroyed. Further study revealed that King Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom of Babylon was represented by the head of gold. Daniel told the king in chapter 2 verse 38, “Thou art this head of gold.”

Although pleased with the fact that Daniel’s God had made known to him the meaning of the dream, and he rewarded Daniel well with a high position in the kingdom of Babylon, he was not happy with the interpretation. He liked the fact that he was the head, but he did not like the idea that there would be another kingdom after Babylon. So he wanted to modify the interpretation by changing the entire image into gold, thereby signifying that Babylon would rule the world forever. 

To give life to his plan he built an image of solid gold. Let’s pick up the story now in Daniel Chapter 3:1 “Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.”  Now picture this, the king builds an image of gold, 90 feet high and 9 feet wide at the chest, on this flat tract of land called the plain of Dura. When the image was completed, the king wanted to have a special dedication and we pick it up in verse 2 & 3:

3:2, 3 “Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the princes, the governors, and the captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. Then the princes, the governors, and captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered together unto the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up.”  

Without really explaining the diabolical plan to rid the Israelis from their presence, the conspirators amongst the inner circles of the king, got him through flatteries, to approve a decree that would have accomplished their purpose. We read that in verse 4-7. “Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people, nations, and languages, That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up: And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of music, all the people, the nations, and the languages, fell down and worshipped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.”  

Daniel’s three friends were observed by the Chaldeans as not showing respect to the king by bowing down and worshipping the image. Their love for God would not let them bow down to any false god, although they could have knelt down and tied their shoes, so as to give a false impression to their enemies and thereby escape the death penalty. But such a thought to dishonor God never crossed their minds. Now let’s pickup with the action taken by the conspirators in verses 8-12, “Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and accused the Jews. They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live for ever. Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the golden image: And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth, that he should be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; these men, O king, have not regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.”  

Notice how the Chaldeans made it appear that the decree was the king’s ideas, when all he did was take the step to validate the decree. They were well aware that the king must follow through now and pushing his buttons they were able to cause the king to be furious, so he interrogated the three Hebrew worthies, giving them opportunity to wiggle their way out of their dilemma. Listen to the king in verses 13-15: “Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Then they brought these men before the king.  Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up? Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?”
So in his rage he still gives Daniel’s friends a second chance and then like the Egyptian Pharaoh boastfully and defiantly asks, “Who is that God that shall save them from his power?” 

Now picture yourself in their shoes, what would you do? They did not cower in fear for their lives, for they had a living connection to the Vine and they trusted in His word and in His promise, penned by Moses and found in Deuteronomy 31:6 “Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the LORD thy God, he it is that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee..” 

Calmly the young men answered in verses 16-18; “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.” Praise the Lord for such faith and courage and would to God that we would be so endowed. Aside from the 2nd commandment, they knew what scripture says and in particular what Joshua wrote in his farewell address recorded in Joshua 23:7, “That ye come not among these nations, these that remain among you; neither make mention of the name of their gods, nor cause to swear by them, neither serve them, nor bow yourselves unto them:” 

Their answer served only to cause the king to be ever so much more angry so that his face became twisted as he announced their fate in verse 19, “Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: therefore he spake, and commanded that they should heat the furnace one seven times more than it was wont to be heated.”  

I read the following from the Spirit of Prophecy (Signs of the Times May 6, 1897) “When the king saw that his will was not received as the will of God, he was "full of fury," and the form of his visage was changed against these men. Satanic attributes made his countenance appear as the countenance of a demon; and with all the force he could command, he ordered that the furnace be heated seven times hotter than its wont, and commanded the most mighty men to bind the youth, and cast them into the furnace. He felt that it required more than ordinary power to deal with these noble men. His mind was strongly impressed that something unusual would interpose in their behalf, and his strongest men were ordered to deal with them.”

With his rage at the melting point he now commands his strongest men to tie their hands and throw them in the fire as we read in the next couple of verses 20 and 21. “And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.”  

Next we read where the very men who were to take the Hebrew boys up to the furnace to thrust them into the fire were themselves killed by the searing heat while the boys fell down inside the furnace, verse 22, 23 “Therefore because the king's commandment was urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.” 

Next the king could not believe his eyes as he knew there were three thrown into the fire, but he sees a fourth one walking in the fire with them and look what he says, verses 24 & 25, “Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king. He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.”

  Many reading this account wonder why this heathen king would say the fourth was like the Son of God. I read the following from the Spirit of Prophecy, “How did this heathen king know what the Son of God was like? Through their steadfast adherence to right principles, the Hebrew captives had been called to fill positions of trust in the courts of Babylon. They were tempted by others to be untrue, in order to gain advantages; but they were faithful in all their business transactions. In life and character they represented the truth; and when they were asked a reason for their course of action, they gave it without hesitation. Plainly and in simplicity they presented the living principles of the truth, and thus those around them were made acquainted with the Source of their strength. In this way the king of Babylon became acquainted with the form of the Son of God.”  {ST, May 6, 1897 par. 11}" 

Let us understand how God’s people who are filled with faith and trust are sometimes delivered by mighty miracles, reading verses 26 & 27, “Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came forth of the midst of the fire. And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king's counsellors, being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them.” Can you imagine that, the entire time they were in the flames the only thing that was burned were the ropes that they were bound with; their clothes and bodies were unaffected by the flames, the heat and the smoke.

It forced the king to acknowledge the superiority of the God of the three Hebrew worthies, and to make another decree honoring Him, and a promotion to honor their faith, verses 28-30. “Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own God. Therefore I make a decree, That every people, nation, and language, which speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill: because there is no other God that can deliver after this sort. Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the province of Babylon.” 
From the pen of inspiration we have this from RH Feb. 1, 1881 “These faithful Hebrews possessed great natural ability and intellectual culture, and they occupied a high position of honor; but all these advantages did not lead them to forget God. All their powers were yielded to the sanctifying influence of divine grace. By their godly example, their steadfast integrity, they showed forth the praises of Him who had called them out of darkness into his marvelous light. In their wonderful deliverance was displayed, before that vast assembly, the power and majesty of God. Jesus placed himself by their side in the fiery furnace, and by the glory of his presence convinced the proud king of Babylon that it could be no other than the Son of God. The light of Heaven had been shining forth from Daniel and his companions, until all their associates understood the faith which ennobled their lives and beautified their characters. By the deliverance of his faithful servants, the Lord declares that he will take his stand with the oppressed, and overthrow all earthly powers that would exalt their own glory and trample under foot the God of Heaven.”  {RH, February 1, 1881}

We are living in a time when another image will be set up and it will require a strong faith in the One who delivered Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. 

Thank God we will never be alone, this I know; for we have a Savior who has promised in Hebrews 13:5 “…I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”  Jesus says never but how long does He mean Matthew 28:20 “…I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” We must have, we will have unshakeable faith, steadfast and sure, tested and found to be true, “yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.”
Jesus delivered on that promise as He was there in that furnace with them and delivered them. This is the unwavering faith that heaven is looking for in God’s people in our time; not complaints, not excuses and not criticisms; rather fearless men and women of God who are strong and of a good courage who are connected to the vine.

The third chapter of Daniel was written especially for God’s people in this, the final generation on planet earth. For there will be another decree with a death penalty for violators who would not worship the image, in this case the image to the beast.

Just who is the beast to which there is an image formed? It is the little horn power of Daniel 7 and the first beast with seven heads in Revelation chapter 13:1-10. It is none other than the Roman Papacy. We have identified the Papacy as that beast power in studies past, but for a quick review in these 10 verses we have 9 identifying points that no other power on earth could fulfill. The Bible does interpret itself and we know that a beast in prophecy represents a kingdom, or a ruling power. Daniel 7:17, 23. The sea represents existing nations and multitudes of people and languages Revelation 17:15.  

Revelation 13:1 “And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.”  

The seven heads are the Seven Hills of Rome. The ten horns are the ten nations that the pagan Roman Empire split into when it fell. The crowns represent the ruling monarchies of those ten nations. So Point number 1 is that this beast arose from the ruins of the Roman Empire at some time after AD 476.    

13:2 “And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.”

Point number 2 this beast received its power and ruling authority from dragon, which is Satan and pagan Rome.   

13:3 “And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast.”  

During the middle ages the Papacy was a worldwide power. However, in 1798, the French General Berthier, under orders from Napoleon, marched his army into Rome and took the Pope prisoner; he then died in exile. Point number 3, the Papacy received it's deadly wound. 

In 1929 Mussolini executed the "Concordat of 1929" with the Papacy, restoring to them their properties and power. Point number 4, the deadly wound was healed. 

The Papacy today is recognized as the most influential power on earth. Multiplied billions look to the Papacy today as the only hope for world unity, love, peace and decency. Point number 5,  The whole world wonders after the beast.

Revelation 13:5 “And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.”  This period of 42 months is a time prophecy of 1,260 days (42 x 30). We know that a day in prophecy is a literal year according to both Numbers14:34 and Ezekiel 4:6. Therefore we are talking about a period of 1,260 years. The Papacy rose to power in 538 AD and received its deadly wound 1,260 years later in 1798. Point number 6, power was given to him for 1,260 years. No other power on earth could have fulfilled this prophecy.
Revelation 13:6 “And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.”
Blasphemy in the Bible is defined as a mortal man claiming to have the power to forgive sins. Luke 5:21 “And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, “Who is this which speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone?” 

Blasphemy is also a man claiming to be God. John 10:33 “The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.”  In both cases Jesus could not be guilty since He is God and therefore can forgive sins.

The Catholic Church claims to forgive sins. The following is taken from a catechism:  “Question: Does the priest truly forgive the sins, or does he only declare that they are remitted?” Answer: “The priest does really and truly forgive the sins in virtue of the power given him by Jesus Christ.”  Source- Joseph DeHarbe, Catechism of the Catholic Religion; New York; W.H. Sadler, Inc. 1924, Pg 279.

It also claims the Pope to be God: "Thou art another God on earth" Source- Christopher Marcellus, Oration in the Fifth Lateran Council, Session IV (1512) in Mans, S.C. volume 32, col. 761 (Latin) and "The Pope is not only the representative of Jesus Christ, but he is Jesus Christ, Himself, hidden under the veil of human flesh." Source- Catholic National- July 1895.   Point number 7, the papacy opened his mouth in blasphemy against God.

13:7 “And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.” It is common knowledge that the Papacy did order by papal decree, armies to persecute and destroy conscientious Christians, during the middle ages. Many historians say that more than fifty million people died for their faith, during this period of great tribulation. Estimates range as high as 120 million. For only wanting to read the scriptures for themselves, in their own language, and believing as God's Spirit led them, millions were tortured in dungeons and burned at the stake. The church felt it was doing God a favor in stamping out what it called "heresy", but the fact remains, it did persecute and destroy the real people of God.  Point number 8 – The Papacy was a persecuting power. 

Our ninth point of identification is found in Revelation 13:18 “Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.  

We are told to count the number of the beast's name and that it is the number of a man. When a person wanted to know the number of their name, a practice quite common in centuries past, they would count all of the letters, which were Roman numerals. The sum of the total was the number of their name. God did not need to add this further point of identification, but in so doing, we read in verse 18 that we are to understand by calculation. If the Papacy is the beast power, then this equation has to apply....and it does. The official Latin title of the Pope is "VICARIUS FILII DEI" Here is wisdom. Count the number of his name. 

V   I   C   A   R   I   V*  S  
5+ 1+100+0+O+1+ 5+ 0 = 112

F   I   L   I   I        
0+1+50+1+1 = 53       
D   E   I            
500+0+1 = 501    112+53+501=666    

* Note- U's are V's in the Roman Alphabet  

Keep in mind, the number 666 is not the mark of the beast; it is only his number, which is the ninth identifying point. So we have the beast identified to whom an image will be made.

Where is the modern “Plain of Dura;” to where the image to the beast will be set up? We must find that answer in the second beast of Revelation 13:11-17. 

13:11 “And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.” A beast according to prophecy is a kingdom or a nation. This nation is coming up out of the earth. The first beast, the Papacy, came up from the sea which represented existing nations, or populated areas. The earth would represent a sparsely populated area. So here is a nation which would be rising to power about the same time the Papacy received its deadly wound in 1798. No other country but the United States can fit here. It was in 1776 that the United States of America declared her independence.  It is lamblike in character meaning it was Christ-like and it had two horns. These two horns represent the two principles on which it was founded; freedom from the tyrannical rule of a monarchy and the papacy; civil and religious liberty; Republicanism and Protestantism. But verse 11 is saying that the USA is going to speak like a dragon. In a previous study we learned that Satan is the dragon, Revelation 12:8, and he gave power and authority to the first beast, Revelation 13:2. So there is to be a transformation in the character of the U.S.; from its Christ-likeness to dragon-likeness.

Now let’s look at the two tragic things that this second beast causes people to do? Revelation13 verses 12 & 16, “And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.” “And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads:”  

The Papacy has been urging the government of the United States to tear down this wall of separation between church and state. There are five Roman Catholic Supreme Court justices that are anxious for just that event. Prophecy never fails. God has warned us and the U.S. Government is going to fulfill it. They will pass a National Sunday law and they will enforce it.

You might be thinking, oh that can’t be anytime soon? Friends, Soviet communism seemingly crumbled overnight, when many never thought they would see that happen in their lifetime. There are many in congress that would gladly vote for a National Sunday law. As of today, there is no legislation before or pending in congress regarding a National Sunday law. But there are grass root organizations such as “The Lord’s Day Alliance” and “Evangelicals and Catholics Together,” that have formed with that task as their goal. As they continue to swell and their cries become louder and louder, these organizations will become increasingly very large, with many prominent religious leaders in the forefront. That coupled with a sudden increase in natural disasters, terrorist plots, and with disease and judgments falling on our land, the blame will be put on the moral decay, and efforts will be underfoot to right the wrongs. A National Sunday law will get the attention of Congress.

How will the second beast convince people that they should listen to him?

Revelation 13:13, 14 "And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live."
Now let’s look at that again. To whom will this second beast make an image? Revelation 13:14 “…saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.” God tells us through His Revelation that it is the United States that will make the image to the Papacy; the image to the beast.

An image is a copy. The first beast supported false worship by the arm of the state and persecuted and killed those who refused to comply; 50 to 120 million of God’s people were slain by the Papal decrees during the dark ages. The second beast will do the same. We see the uniting of church leaders and government leaders to enforce religious morality to stem the tide of evil in our decaying society. Their motives are very good, but forced worship is always evil. Forced prayer in schools and forced Sunday laws can be dangerous for the same reason. God has never forced worship on anyone. The second beast, the USA, will utilize boycott and death threats to force people into line. Revelation 13:15-17 "And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.  And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads:  And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name."
Verse 15 shows this law and the violation will ultimately lead to the death penalty. Verse 16 says he will cause all to receive the mark. How does a nation cause their citizens to do what they want them to do? They pass laws. That is the purpose of the U.S. Congress to make laws. So, God has warned us in this book of Revelation that the United States is going to repudiate the liberties it was founded on, pass a national Sunday law forcing obedience to the mark of the beast, Sunday worship, and violators will be subject to punishments. Verse 17 infers that some will stand opposed and lose their right to buy and sell; then they will suffer confiscation of property, imprisonment and ultimately the death penalty, verse 15.  

Who could this little group of people be that refuse the Mark of the beast? Revelation 12:17 "And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ."
This end time prophecy is talking about God's true church, represented by the woman, and Satan causing persecution to this remnant group of believers. Only God's people will be all Ten Commandment keepers. All the rest will bear the mark of the beast. In persecuting God's commandment keepers, they will actually believe that they are doing the Lord's work. Remember Paul, one of the greatest Christians that ever lived? He was once Saul the persecutor. He rounded up the Christians that were eventually fed to the lions. He believed he was doing the Lord's work. It is possible to be sincerely deceived.

Keeping God's fourth commandment seventh day Sabbath will become the focal issue and heaven is watching how we take our stand. Listen, if we are not a commandment keeper, we will receive the mark of the beast and be lost. America will lead out in forcing people to receive the mark of the beast. This magnificent country will soon repudiate religious freedom and will force people into false worship.

I close with these two warnings given to us as the Testimony of Jesus found in the 5th volume of the Testimonies to the Church. First page 712, “When our nation shall so abjure the principles of its government as to enact a Sunday law, Protestantism will in this act join hands with popery; it will be nothing else than giving life to the tyranny which has long been eagerly watching its opportunity to spring again into active despotism.” --Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 712.  

And this page 451, “By the decree of enforcing the institution of the Papacy in violation of the law of God, our nation will disconnect herself fully from righteousness. When Protestantism shall stretch her hand across the gulf to grasp the hand of the Roman power, when she shall reach over the abyss to clasp hands with Spiritualism, when, under the influence of this threefold union, our country shall repudiate every principle of its Constitution as a Protestant and Republican government, and shall make provision for the propagation of papal falsehoods and delusions, then we may know that the time has come for the marvelous working of Satan, and that the end is near.”--Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 451.  

My brothers, we must now be sober, be vigilant, we must persevere and overcome, we have to endure and hold fast, …

Joshua 24:15 “And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve;”
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