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1-November 10, 2012

Victory Everlasting Gospel 
Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
The title of today’s sermon is: 

“Abiding in Jesus” [PowerPoint]
{** is cue to advance slide}
Let us Pray…

** 2- **What is our greatest need today?

**Bible Study…**Prayer…**and the Holy Spirit.
**  3- ** As we see all of the events that are transpiring today, let us beware and be warned. Let us not be event-driven,  ** but let us be focused on Christ and all the information that He has given to us to prepare us for what is coming in the days just ahead.
** We should use the things that we see taking place today as mile markers to the soon coming of Jesus. We should not spend a lot of our time focused on these current events, and not enough time on our spiritual preparation to receive the Seal of God. 
** 4-  **
We should be praying for our Salvation and for our loved ones and also for *** others; this is what should be in our *** thoughts as we prepare for the Sealing, the Loud  Cry, and the soon coming of our Lord. When we realize God’s great love  for us, we will love Him in return and strive to be just like Him. May we all be ever ready to work for Him and may we each be found worthy to be called a “good and faithful servant” at the second coming of Christ.  Matthew 25:21
** 5- ** Our Greatest Need Today is the power of the ** “Holy Spirit” in our lives.
**  6- 
This is the Gospel; Jesus died for our sins, was buried and rose again according to the Scriptures. 
**
Also as Paul says, the gospel is the preaching of  the Cross. It is the simple story of what God did for us in Jesus Christ two thousand years ago – How He gave His only begotten Son, 
By the way, begotten means to be brought forth and only pertains to Jesus in His physical human nature. It does not pertain to Jesus in the Spiritual realm as Jesus is God and has been with the Father from eternity. So John 3:16 is speaking of Jesus being brought forth in His humanity.

**  7-  **  and how Jesus also “loved you & me and gave Himself just for you & me.” How all the treasury of heaven’s  Love **  was poured out to Redeem us, who are lost in sin and sentenced to die.

** 8-  **
We are given Eternal Life thru the great Plan of Redemption
** 
At The Cross
**
Where do we find this Message?

**   9- **   The Sanctuary
**
Let them make me a Sanctuary; that I may dwell among them. {Exodus 25:8}
**
Thy way, O God, is in the Sanctuary: {Psalm 77:13} 

**
Lift up your hands in the Sanctuary, and bless the LORD. Psalm 34:2}       
** 10-
Now we need to take a look at the ** Sanctuary from a unique perspective. We see the ** Courtyard where the animal sacrifices are slain, next to the ** Altar of Burnt Offerings. The blood was caught in a basin and would be taken by the priest into the sanctuary, while the animal’s body is burned on the brazen altar. Jesus became the perfect Lamb sacrifice, killed in the courtyard of planet earth, suffering the second death for all who trust Him with their salvation. 
**
Our next item in the courtyard is the Bronze Laver. God warned Moses that if the priests did not wash their hands and feet before entering the sanctuary, they would die (Exodus 30:20-21). It is therefore a serious requirement that we be "washed" of our uncleaness, as we come to handle any of the matters of the Lord, because those who believe in the Lord Jesus are considered priests in the New Testament sense according to 

I Peter 2:9 and Revelation 1:6.

**
The priest enters the Holy Place with the blood. There are three articles of furniture in the Holy Place, ** On the south side, the Golden Lampstand with its seven lights that burn continuously, represents Jesus Who is the perfect Light of the world. ** On the north side is the Table of Shewbread, also representing Jesus who is the Bread of Life. In John 6:35, 51 “And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life.” “I am the living bread which came down from heaven…”

** 
The third piece of furniture is the Altar of Incense, located on the west side before the veil. The High Priest burned incense upon it every morning and evening. The incense rising with smoke is a type of our prayers rising to heaven and with the intercession of Jesus our prayers are made acceptable before God.
**
The second apartment is called the Most Holy Place and has only one ** 
article of furniture; that being the Ark of the Covenant. Housed inside the Ark are the two tables of stone bearing the Ten Commandments, also the pot of manna and Aarons rod that budded. Everything about the sanctuary were types and shadows.

** 11-  In the ** cross of Calvary where type met anti-type; notice in this slide where the cross casts its shadow. 
**
When the Lamb of God, Jesus on the cross, became the perfect sacrifice for the sinner, the whole system of sacrifice came to an end along with the need for an ** earthly 
** sanctuary. Jesus the Sacrifice became Jesus our High Priest, where at His ascension began His ministry in the Holy Place of the heavenly Sanctuary. 

** 12-  In this slide is illustrated ** The Way of Christ’s Atonement and ** the Pathway of Christ to Provide for our Atonement, as told in Exodus. ** In coming from ** heaven, The Word made a tabernacle among us  John 1:14 – DA p.29-209 – ED p. 36  ** He veiled His ** divinity with ** humanity **  Heb. 10:20 The divine and human nature were united in one soul temple. Christ’s human heart was sinless because it was filled with the word, {Shewbread} the Holy Spirit {Lamps} and with continual communion with God, {Incense}.  Having developed a perfect human character, He was ** baptized. **  He then gave Himself as a divine-human ** sacrifice on the cross, ** {Altar of Burnt Offering}  As He died the veil of His flesh was rent, R&H June 12, 1900 the divine and the human became one in the Atonement,  Christ ** opened the door of Salvation for us.
** 13- Now that Christ made the way for us, in this slide we see the ** the Pathway for the Believer to Receive Atonement, as told in Leviticus. As the Holy Spirit has drawn us to Christ, we ** enter the door of Salvation that Christ has opened to us, and being convicted by the Holy Spirit of our sins which ** crucified our Savior, we  ** repent and confess  all of our sins, then led by the Holy Spirit into a better  understanding of the Word, we seek to be ** Baptized in the Name of the Father, and in the Name of the Son and in the Name of the Holy Spirit.      ** As we continue to feed on the Word {Shewbread} the Light of Truth {Lamps} mingled with our constant prayers {Incense}, leads us to become ** partakers of the Divine Nature, and step by step we progress to character perfection and our ** fitness for a heavenly home with God. 

** 14- “Christ's character stands in place of your character, and you are accepted  before God just as if you had not sinned.”    {SC 62.2} 
** Justification means ** Our sins are covered; Christ’s character is given to us ** The robe of Christ's righteousness is Christ’s character in place of our character **  the Christian life begins  **  We have the Assurance ** by faith ** through the cross. ** Sanctification is the process where  ** Our sins are conquered and Christ’s character is developed in us, which means ** Christ and  you are Developing your Character ** the Christian Life begins to experience a ** Maturity, again through the cross ** by Faith  ** We  then will be  sealed, & be part of the **

144,000.

** 15- “Important truths concerning  the Atonement were taught to the people by this yearly service. In the             sin offerings presented during the year, a substitute had been accepted in  the sinner's stead; but the blood of the victim had not made full atonement for the sin. It had only provided a means by which the sin was transferred to the sanctuary.” 

** 16- By the offering of blood, the sinner acknowledged the authority of the law, confessed the guilt  of his transgression,  and expressed his faith  in Him who was to  take away the sin of the world; but he was not entirely released  from the condemnation of the law. On the Day of Atonement  the high priest,  having taken an offering for the congregation,
** 17- went into the most holy place  with the blood and sprinkled it upon the mercy seat, above the                   tables of the law. Thus the claims of the law, which demanded the life of the sinner, were satisfied. Then in his character  of mediator  the priest  took the sins upon himself,  and, leaving the sanctuary, he bore with him the burden of Israel's guilt.                                        

** 18-  At the door of the tabernacle he laid his hands upon the head of  the scapegoat and confessed  over               him "all the iniquities  of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions  in all their sins,  putting them upon the head of the goat." And as the goat bearing  these sins was sent away, they were, with him, regarded  as forever  separated from the people.    

** 19- Such was the service performed unto the example and shadow of heavenly things. As has been stated, the earthly sanctuary was built by Moses according to the pattern  shown him in the mount. It was "a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices;" its two holy places were “patterns  of things in the heavens.” 

** 20 Christ, our great High Priest, is “a minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.”   {PP 355-356}

** “ To God be the Glory ” ** This is our Message, this is the Gospel, that is to go to the whole World.

** 21 ** Question? ** Do you really know Christ? ** Do you know Him intimately as your personal Saviour? **  If you were the only sinner on Earth, do you realize that He would have died Just for you? That’s how God loves!  **  Do You Talk & Walk with Him , Daily & Hourly? Moment by moment?

** 22 ** The Great problem  so many  have  today, ** is many don’t know how to walk with  ** Christ on a daily basis, this is what I want  **  to share with you today, how you ** can ** ABIDE   and  WALK  with  Christ,  minute by minute ,   hour by hour, day by day and receive the Victory that is promised to you in the Righteousness of Christ, as your own, ready to be Sealed  and be one of the 144,000 who will Glorify the Godhead before the  Whole Universe. 

** 23 They are An “Abiding” People.
** 24 ** Our  first  and highest duty  is to know that we are “abiding”  in “Christ.”    This Day With God  (TDG) p. 140

**  25  **  John 15:5  **  I am the vine, **  ye are the branches:  ** He that  abideth  in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth  forth,  **  “much fruit.”

**  26  **  “SANCUARY LAMP STAND” has a  **  Base  ** the Vine  **  the Arms which =  **  the Branches.

**  27  **  Christ is represented by the vine that imparts the nourishment,  the  vitality,  the  life,  the  spirit, and the power...   **  … the whole power, the whole fruit-bearing quality, is in the parent vine stock,  **  which = Christ.  RC  p. 355
**  28  **  So the Vine =  **  Christ

**  29  **  United to the Vine  ** which is Christ  **  The connection of the branch with the vine [He said, this is Jesus speaking] represents the relation you are to sustain to Me, ...” DA  p. 675  
**  30  ** Looking again at the  **  Sanctuary Lamp Stand, we know the  **  Vine =  **  Christ  **  the Branches =  ** You and Me.
**  31  **  The branches  are not               tied to the vine  by any  artificial fastening.  **  They are united  to the vine, and have become part of it. 

UL  p. 182

**  32  **  “… fiber  by fiber, vein  by vein, it grows into the vine  stock.  DA  p. 675  **  “… until it becomes  “one”  with the parent stock.”  {5BC 1144.5}
**  How do you graft something ?
**  33  **  Here is represented the closest possible connection.  **  The leafless rod  becomes a living branch ...    {ST  10-15-1885}  **  Where is this rod found ?   **  and what does it 
represent ? 

**  34  **  The Ark of Covenant  ** in which we find under  **  the Mercy Seat  **  the  Ten Commandments  **  the Pot of Manna and  **  Aaron's   rod  that  budded   **

**  35  **  “Grow & Draw Sap” “from the Vine”  **  The branch  is to be grafted into the Vine,  and to  abide  there, uniting itself to the Vine, fiber by fiber,  drawing its daily  supply of sap  and nourishment  from the root  and  fatness  of the Vine,  until it becomes  one  with the parent stock. 5 BC p. 1144 

**  36  **  Repentance & Faith  **  When the sinner has repented  of his sins, he is united  with Christ,  as the  branch  is  
engrafted  in the vine.    {3 SP  p. 90}  **  Notice :  you receive both , Justification & Sanctification 

**  37  **  Thus it is with the sinner, By repentance and faith, he becomes connected with Jesus.   {RH  9-20-1881}  **  By ** faith in Christ, as a  ** personal ** Saviour,  the ** union  is formed.   {DA 675}           
**  38  **  What are the Vital elements of the Sap?
**  39  **  The very vital  principle,  the sap which flows through the vine,  nourishes the “branches.”     {3T p. 387}
  **  The life of the vine   becomes the life of the “ branch.”      {DA  p. 675} 

**  40  **  Such is the true “believer's”  relationship with Christ.  **  He  abides in Christ and draws “nourishment”  from Him.     {5T p. 229}  
**  41  **  Divine Nature  **  The very same sap ... that nourishes the parent stock, nourishes the branch  abiding  in the vine.    {RC  p. 355}
**  42  **  What is the sap of the parent vine?  ** As the graft receives life  when united  to the vine,  so the sinner partakes of the divine nature  **  
when in “connection” with Christ.    {RH  11-2-1897} 

**  43  **   “Perfect Character ”   **  As the branch constantly draws the sap from the living vine, so are  we to cling to Jesus, and receive from Him by “faith” the strength and perfection of  “His own character.”   {DA  p. 676} 
**  44  **  Power &  Strength  **  The sinner unites  his weakness to Christ’s  strength, his emptiness to Christ’s fullness, his frailty  to Christ’s enduring might.    {DA  675}

**  45  ** The Holy Spirit  **   Abiding  in Christ means a constant receiving of His Spirit.  {DA  676}  **  The sap  of the vine,  is diffused  to the branches  producing  blossoms and fruit.  
**  46  **  So the life-giving  power  of the Holy Spirit  pervades the soul  enabling the receiver  to bear the precious fruit  of  Holy deeds.  {AA 284}
**  47  **  Rich “Clusters” of Fruit
**  48  **  John 15: 4-5  **  “Abide  in Me ...  **  He that abideth  in me ...  ** the same bringeth forth  “much fruit:” 

**  49  **  … the Saviour  does not bid the disciples, “ labour ”  to bear  fruit.  He tells them to  **  “Abide in Him.” {DA  p. 677}
**  50  **  Abide  in Christ,  **  as the branch  abides  **  as the branch  abides in the living vine,  **  you will bear Rich clusters of fruit. {RH 3-24-1896}
**  51  **  Abide in the Vine  **  &  **  Become a Living Branch
**  52  **  … the branch  which has        been united with the true vine  brings  forth, not fruit of its own kind, but the fruit of the vine  of  which it has become a part.          {RH  9-20-1881} 
**  53  **  Fruits of the Spirit  **  If we abide  in the Vine, we shall bear the fruits of the Spirit. {RH  2-21-1888}  
      **   When we live by faith in  the Son of God, the fruits of the Spirit  will be seen in our lives;  not one will be missing.      {DA  p. 676}
**  54  ** “Same fruit as the “Vine”  **  The branch  planted in Christ will bear the same order of fruit  as He Himself has borne. If we are in Christ, we shall love the things which He loved, hate the things which He hated, and be obedient  unto all the Commandments. {ST  6-1-1891}  
**  55  ** “I will write My Laws  upon your heart”  **  Ten Commandments  **  144,000
**  56  ** Purity  and Love  shine forth in the character,  meekness  and truth  control the life   {1 SM  337}  **  … Holy thoughts, heavenly affections, and Christ-like actions will take the place of  impure thoughts ... and rebellious acts. {YRP 33 (Ye Shall Receive Power)}
**  57  ** “Connection”  with Him  results in  purity of heart, in a  faultless life.  {PUR  1-19-1905} (Pacific Union Recorder}
**  58  **  Fruit of “Godliness” **  Godliness is the fruit of the Christian Character.  {RH 2-21-1888}   **  Love, Joy & Peace,  **  Long-Suffering  &  Gentleness.     {4 T 355}

**  59  **  All the true followers of Christ bear fruit … unto holiness. Their lives are elevated  and pure … and those who bear no fruit of this kind reveal that they are not  connected to the Vine.  {CT  p. 329}

**  60  **  Let no one deceive his own soul ... If you harbour pride, self- esteem, a love for supremacy, or love of the world, **  bitterness, evil speaking, lying, deception or slandering, **  you have not Christ abiding  in  your heart.     {TM  p. 441} 

**  61  **  Fruit of  “ Obedience ”  **  All who are true and loyal to God will  bear fruit, not the fruit of transgression,  but the  fruit of a glad willing obedience. {ST  6-20-1900}

**  62  **  We do not earn salvation by our obedience,  **   obedience  is the fruit of our “ faith”  {RC  p. 274}
**  63  **  “Abide” in the Word

**  64 Now let us see what **   Walking with Jesus is all about.  **  Staying close to Jesus, keeping Him in our thoughts and words and actions will keep  us from falling into Sin  **  1. Prayer is essential Luke 11:1-13, 1 Thess. 5:17 **  as is 2. Daily Bible Study, Matt. 4:4, Acts 17:11; 1 Thess. 5:19, Isa. 8:20. 28:10 ** and 3. Fellowship with like believers Hebrews 10:25 **  and 4. Sharing our faith or witnessing what we believe Prov. 11:30, Mark 5:19; Matt. 28:19-20  **  The Holy Spirit draws us close to  Christ when we participate in these activities. So  **  If we walk with Jesus this way, we will be Sealed.
**  65  **  It is through the word that Christ abides  in His followers. {DA  p. 677}  **  How are we to know that the words  of Christ  are abiding in us?   **  We are to  study  His words carefully, and be doers of His word.           {RH 9-27-1892}

**  66  **   John 15: 7- 10  **  If ye  abide  in Me,  **  and My words abide  in you,  **  ye shall ask what ye will …   **  If ye keep My commandments,   **  ye shall  abide  in My love.

**  67  **   To dwell and  abide  in Christ is to dwell and  abide  in His word, it is to bring heart  and character  into conformity to His commands. {RH  1-14-1896}  **  The  words  of  Christ  are  spirit and life.  **  Receiving them, you receive the life of the Vine. You live by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”     {DA  p.  677}

**  68  **  When His words of instruction  have been received, and have taken  possession of us,  Jesus is to us an  abiding presence, controlling our  thoughts and ideas and actions. {TM  389}  **  … we are not actuated by a   spasmodic feeling, but a  living,  abiding  principle.   {SD  p. 291} 

**  69  **  … it is no more we that live, but Christ that liveth in us, and He is the hope of glory. Self is dead, but Christ, dwells in us by the word of truth.  **  … His word is ever  speaking to the soul ... It is our  privilege to have a living, abiding   Saviour.      {TM  389, 390}
**  70  ** “Abide” In Christ by “Continual” “Communion.”

**  71  **  We should be much in  “secret prayer.”  **  Christ is the Vine, we are the branches. And if we would grow and flourish, we must continually draw sap and nourishment from the Living Vine, for without the Vine we have no strength.   {EXV  p. 60} Experience and Views
** 72 ** The channel of communication must be open continually.   {DA  276}    **  It is by communion  with Him, 

**  73  **  “daily,  **  hourly”  **  It is by abiding  in Him, that we will grow in grace.       {AG  p. 293}  **  {it is by abiding in Christ =vine} 
**  74  **  Here is where our  Battle lies  **  Satan is well aware that the weakest soul who abides  in                       Christ, is more than a match for the hosts of darkness, and if he should reveal himself openly, he would be met  and resisted. 

**  75  **  Therefore he seeks to draw  away  the soldiers of the cross  from their strong fortification, while he lies in “AMBUSH ”  with  his forces,  ready to  destroy  all  who venture  upon  his ground. 

**  76  **  Only in  humble  reliance upon  God,  and obedience  to all his  commandments, can  we be  secure. No man is safe for  a  day  or an  hour  without prayer.    **  Question  **    Where does  he lay in “AMBUSH” for us ?   {GC p. 530}

**  77  **  It is Through our  Senses. They are our sight, smell, hearing,  taste, and  touch.  This is the area in which Satan just bombards humanity.  He says, it will look good, it will taste good, it will smell good, it will feel good,  do it,  do it,  do it,  Satan reaches us most effectively thru all our senses.
**  78  ** “The apostle sought to teach the believers how important it is to keep the mind from wandering to forbidden themes or from spending its energies on trifling subjects.. **  Those who would not fall a prey to Satan's devices, must guard well the avenues of the soul; they must avoid reading, seeing, or hearing  that which will suggest impure thoughts. The mind must not be left to dwell at random upon every subject that the  enemy of souls may suggest.” 
**  79  **  Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, **   whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just,  whatsoever things are pure,  whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be  any virtue,  and if there  be any praise, think on  these things.       Phil. 4:8 
**  80  **  We need to listen  for the  still small voice. {TM  346}  **  Every  hour  has its duties,  and every  moment  its cares, we need to hear a voice  from  heaven,  directing us to the  right  or to the left,  saying,  “This is the way; walk ye in it.” {PC  p. 19} The Paulson Collection

** 81 ** Every “hour” we must **  have the new impulses  **  of His Spirit. {PC  p. 19}  ** {read  Steps to Christ p. 69-70}
**  82  **  … when Christ is in us, we are constantly directed to think  and act in reference to the Glory  of God.  **  The questions will arise, Will this do honor to Jesus ?   Will this be approved of by Him ?  
 **  83  **   God  will be made the counselor  of the soul, and the will of God  will be made the supreme  guide of our lives.  {TMK   p. 193} {read  DA 668}

**  84  **  Abiding” in Christ  **  Overcomes Sin 

**  85  **  1 John 3: 6- 9  **  Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not ... Little children, let no man deceive you ...  **  Whosoever  is born  of God  doth not commit sin,  he cannot sin, because he is born of God. 

**  86  **  He who abides  in Christ, is in an atmosphere that forbids  evil. {DA 290}  **  If His Spirit abides  in the heart, sin cannot dwell there.   {RH  3-16-86} 
**  87  **   So long as we are united  to Him by faith, sin has no more  dominion over us. {DA 123}  
**  88  **   Now let us review what **   Walking with Jesus is all about.  **  Staying close to Jesus, through  1. Prayer 2. Daily Bible Study, 3. Fellowship with like 4. Sharing our faith.  If we walk with Jesus this way, we will be Sealed.

**  89  **  “If Christ is your companion, you will not cherish vain  and impure thoughts.  **  When it becomes the habit of the soul to converse  with God, the power of the evil one is broken,  **  for Satan cannot abide  near the soul that draws nigh unto God.” {TMK 250}  {Remember  SC 70} 

**  90  **  Buy of me Gold & Eye Salve & White Raiment [what is this gold we are to buy? It is faith and love and trust. What is the eye salve for? It is to help us see. We are in the Laodicaean period of church history in which God says we are wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked. When we have thrown out the seer, or prophet, we are indeed blind. What is the white raiment? Christ’s righteousness]  **   “come” Holy Spirit that I may see  **  Is He knocking  at the door of your heart, will you Invite Him in, so He can “ abide” with you?  
**  91  **  “And that knowing the time, that it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.”  Romans 13:11
IT IS TIME TO FINISH THE WORK
**  92  **  Get Ready  **  Get Ready **  Get Ready  **  Get Ready  **  **
**  93  **  Let us Pray                    
