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Study Handout - November 11, 2006

Study like the Bereans - Acts 17:10,11. “And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” 
Question was asked: “Why does God allow sickness?”

1 John 4:16, “God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.”

3 John 1:2 “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.” It’s God’s will that we are healthy.

Hebrews 4:15, “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities;”

1 Corinthians 6:19, 20 “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.” Maintaining good health is a spiritual obligation.

Acts 17:24 “God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands”  We just read in previous scripture, “your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost.”

1 Corinthians 3:17 “If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.”   Proverbs 16:27 says, “An ungodly man diggeth up evil: and in his lips there is as a burning fire.
Proverbs 23:21 “For the drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty: and drowsiness shall clothe a man with rags.”

Proverbs 23:2 “And put a knife to thy throat, if thou be a man given to appetite.”  
Tonight’s Subject: The Bible – Can it be trusted?
7 Reasons why you can be absolutely confident that the Bible is true. 

Reason #1:  The evidence of internal consistency. Written by 40 different men, different backgrounds, different countries, with different occupations, living at different times over a period of 1500 years. unified in one personality: JESUS CHRIST! 40 different authors over 1500 years, in perfect agreement and harmony!  

Reason #2:  The evidence of history. All true and genuine history confirms and the Bible record to be true
     Reason #3:  The evidence of archeology. Archeological discoveries never contradicted what the Bible says is true.  
      Reason #4:  The testimony of Science. There is no contradiction between true science and the Bible.
    Reason #5:  The testimony of Relevancy. The Scriptures were relevant back in the days of Moses, in the days of Jesus and Paul, and even two thousand years later in our very time, still speaking to the exact needs of modern society

Reason #6:  The testimony of a changed life. It is the only book that can make a saint out of a sinner; can change the thief into an honest man; can change the adulterer into a faithful man and can change the drunkard into a sober man.                 Reason #7:  The testimony of prophecy. Prophecy has been fulfilled and continues to be fulfilled, even in our day. The prophesied last day events are being fulfilled before our eyes.
2 Timothy 3:16 “All scripture is given by inspiration of God” All scripture means the Old Testament as well. 

John 5:39, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.” 
There are 404 verses in Revelation and 270 verses are quoting the Old Testament? The Old Testament is Revelation concealed, and Revelation is the Old Testament revealed.

2 Peter 1:21 “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”
John 10:35 says, “…the scripture cannot be broken;” So my friends, the Bible was written by men who were guided by the Holy Spirit and it cannot be broken or proven untrue. Do you see? The Holy Spirit is the true author of the Bible, and that’s why all of its books are in harmony with the will of God.

Three times when Jesus was tempted by Satan, he demonstrated His confidence in Scripture as each time He met Satan with an, “It is written…” 
In Jesus’ prayer to His Father in John 17:17 He said, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.”
Did you know that in the Old Testament, there are more than 125 prophecies related to the first coming of Jesus? Dr. Peter Stoner of Pasadena College in California figured odds of one person fulfilling 8 of those prophecies in a lifetime, was 1 in 1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000. That’s 33 zeroes. But Jesus fulfilled all prophecies concerning Himself. Why study the Bible, because Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life. If we study daily and stay focused on Him, we will come into the knowledge of truth and be ready when He comes soon, in this generation, in the clouds of glory.
Remember next week, November 18th, the topic is on the Law and the New Testament and the following week the subject will be spiritualism and how it has deceived and infected the Christian world. This will be a presentation in Power Point.
The Lord’s richest blessings as you grow in the study of His word,

Richard Vaughn

