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Today’s subject, “Has Anybody Seen Jesus?” 
We are going to consider something we all have had happen at least once or maybe many times in our lives and that is “mistaken suppositions.” In other words we supposed something to be as we think it is, only to find out later we were very wrong. I wish to give you a personal example.

I survived my youth only by the grace of God. Once at the age of 15 or 16, I was doing what is called a cross country flight. You must have a certain number of such flights to qualify for your private pilot’s license. A cross country flight means that you are required to go to two other airports and back to your home airport.

I plotted my course to make Warwick, NY one of the two airports. The airfield was located in the valley that was surrounded by mountains. As I flew over the field I took notice of the direction of the wind sock. That alerts a pilot as to what runway and what direction he should land. Warwick had a very long East/West runway and one very short North/South runway. You should always land and take off into the wind.
Well the windsock showed that I was to land on the North/South runway into southerly wind. I thought what poor layout planning as they had the gas pumps positioned at the end of the runway, right in front of the administration building. I figured the only way I can land on such a short runway would be by slipping the Aeronca in and then braking as quickly as possible. Slipping means that you give a hard right rudder and you move your stick which controls your ailerons all the way to the left. That allows the plane to drop like a brick. Well this I did and I touched down at the end of the runway, closed my throttle and began alternate braking hard left, hard right. The gas pumps were getting closer and closer. At last I hit and held both brakes stopping the craft, but causing the tail section to rise and then come bouncing down. 

I was about one foot from the gas pumps. I turned the engine off and got out. It was then I noticed everyone had left the building, running for cover. When they realized that I didn’t hit the gas pumps, they started coming back; one man screaming and cursing at me. I was about to ask him why they made such a short runway, when glaring at me he asked why I landed on their taxi strip. 

That is a mistaken supposition. I made the mistake of supposing the taxi strip was a runway and it could have cost several people their lives, including mine. I look forward to meeting my guardian angel.    
Today we are going to look at two groups of people. The first group will be those who think Jesus is present, but He is absent. Then we will look at the group who thinks Jesus is absent, when He is present.

Before we begin shall we invite the Lord’s presence, please kneel where possible…


Luke 2: 41,42 “Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast.”  Let’s get the picture. Passover was a very important feast day on the Jewish calendar. Many traveled great distances for this special occasion. It’s estimated that there were over 2,000,000 pilgrims, some 20,000 priests and 20,000 Levites. Among the Jews the twelfth year was the dividing line between childhood and youth. On completing this year a Hebrew boy was called a son of the law, and also a son of God. He was given special opportunities for religious instruction, and was expected to participate in the sacred feasts and observances. It was in accordance with this custom that Jesus in His boyhood made the Passover visit to Jerusalem. Like all devout Israelites, Joseph and Mary went up every year to attend the Passover; and when Jesus had reached the required age, they took Him with them.  {DA 75.1}


Luke 2:43,44 “And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it. But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a day's journey; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance.” Who is Jesus? Is He not Emmanuel? God with us? Was not Jesus entrusted to Mary’s care and here the families left Jerusalem, possibly talking and laughing and the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem and His mother did not know of it. “But they, supposing him to have been in the company.” Mary believed Jesus was among them, probably with members of the extended family, but wasn’t that a mistaken supposition? They had gone a day's journey, which is about twenty miles; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintances. Surely Jesus would be among them somewhere, she supposed. Does it sound like Mary had made sure Jesus was with them when they left Jerusalem? She never had to worry before as Jesus was always dependable. You knew where He was, why should this time be different? 

The Testimony of Jesus records it this way in Desire of Ages page 80, “Meanwhile Joseph and Mary were in great perplexity and distress. In the departure from Jerusalem they had lost sight of Jesus, and they knew not that He had tarried behind. The country was then densely populated, and the caravans from Galilee were very large. There was much confusion as they left the city. On the way the pleasure of traveling with friends and acquaintances absorbed their attention, and they did not notice His absence till night came on. Then as they halted for rest, they missed the helpful hand of their child. Supposing Him to be with their company, they had felt no anxiety. Young as He was, they had trusted Him implicitly, expecting that when needed, He would be ready to assist them, anticipating their wants as He had always done. But now their fears were roused. They searched for Him throughout their company, but in vain. Shuddering they remembered how Herod had tried to destroy Him in His infancy. Dark forebodings filled their hearts. They bitterly reproached themselves.”  {DA 80.4}

“But they, supposing him to have been in the company…” Joseph and Mary made what we have already called a mistaken supposition. Have you ever had occasion to think things are the way they are supposed to be, only to find out you made a mistake? I heard of a case where a family was on vacation and stopped at a convenience station to gas up and use the rest rooms. They then proceeded on their trip and it wasn’t until hundreds of miles down the road that they discovered one of the children were not in the car. Such a mistake puts the child’s life in danger, costs many hours of time and money in gas. They turned their vehicle around and headed back to the station they had left several hours earlier and found their child was shaken but safe.

My brothers and sisters, there is a lesson here for all of us. Mary and Joseph made a serious mistake for they supposed Jesus was near, when He was quite distant. What must they do now? Well let’s read the Biblical account in Luke 2:45, 46. “And when they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him. And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, …” It took only one careless day to lose Him, but three stressful days to find Him again. 

There are many today who believe Jesus is with them and in them. But could that be a mistaken supposition. Jesus said in Matthew 7:20 “Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.” Do others see Jesus in you? 

If we, through carelessness on our part, getting caught up in the foolishness of life and we lose Jesus, even for a short time, what is the remedy? Like Mary and Joseph, we must examine where we are and what we are doing and make a U-turn in our life and we must return to our Jerusalem, where we lost Him and seek Him diligently. Jeremiah 6:16 admonishes us as individuals and we as a church here at Victory and worldwide as a denomination to, “Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein.” Jeremiah 29:13 makes the promise, “And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.”   

In the school of the rabbis they found Jesus. Joyful as they may have been, they could not forget their grief and anxiety. When He was with them again, the mother said, in words that implied reproof, Luke 2 verse 48 "Son, why hast Thou thus dealt with us? Behold, Thy father and I have sought Thee sorrowing."  

     
Verse 49 "And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought Me?" answered Jesus. "Wist ye not that I must be about My Father's business?" And as they seemed not to understand His words, He pointed upward. On His face was a light at which they wondered. Divinity was flashing through humanity. On finding Him in the temple, they had listened to what was passing between Him and the rabbis, and they were astonished at His questions and answers. His words started a train of thought that would never be forgotten.  {DA 81.3}

     
And His question to them had a lesson. "Wist ye not," He said, "that I must be about My Father's business?" Jesus was engaged in the work that He had come into the world to do; but Joseph and Mary had neglected theirs. God had shown them high honor in committing to them His Son. Holy angels had directed the course of Joseph in order to preserve the life of Jesus. But for an entire day they had lost sight of Him whom they should not have forgotten for a moment. And when their anxiety was relieved, they had not censured themselves, but had cast the blame upon Him. {DA 81.4}

So the mistaken supposition of the first group of Christians is those who think Jesus is present, but He is absent. Now we will look at the second group, those who think Jesus is absent when He is present. Turn in your Bible to John 20:11-15. “But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre, And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away.” 

What is the mistaken supposition here? Mary was looking for a Jesus who was absent; she was looking for a dead Jesus. She could not see Jesus who was present because she was looking at an empty grave, supposing some one had stolen His body. She could not see Jesus who was standing in front of her because she was supposing him to be the gardener. She was not looking for the living Jesus, she was looking for the dead Jesus in His grave. 


And we brothers and sisters must stop looking at the graves in our lives for Jesus is not there. We must stop looking at our losses be it finances, a marriage or some other relationship gone sour, or the loss of a loved one through death. Yes we must stop looking at our problems which have been and still are many and will most assuredly continue as long as we are alive; we must stop looking at the graves in our lives and start looking at the living Jesus. Why do we allow ourselves to have our little pity parties, thinking we are so alone in our suffering, when there is such a treasure house of promises from a living Jesus, who says in John 14:27,   “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” Stop looking at the graves in your life for we are not a minority and we are not alone for we have Jesus; not alone for we have God the Father; not alone for we have all the unfallen angels of heaven who outnumber the fallen angels 2 to 1; not alone for we have all of the unfallen worlds; we are not a minority brothers and sisters we are the majority.  

Mary was looking for a dead Jesus according to John 20:15, “She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away.” She represented a large majority who think Jesus is absent when He is present. 


In closing I ask, what is the remedy for this group? Ephesians 3:17-20 “That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, …”

Here is what the testimony of Jesus is in Steps to Christ page 47. “Many will be lost while hoping and desiring to be Christians. They do not come to the point of yielding the will to God. They do not now choose to be Christians.”  {SC 47.2} This is a tragedy! I must repeat this, “Many will be lost while hoping and desiring to be Christians. They do not come to the point of yielding the will to God.
But listen to remedy in these promises as the testimony of Jesus continues in SC 48.1
     
“Through the right exercise of the will,” what did that say? “Through the right exercise of the will, an entire change” how much change? “Through the right exercise of the will, an entire change may be made in your life. By yielding up your will to Christ, you ally yourself with the power that is above all principalities and powers. You will have strength from above to hold you steadfast, and thus through constant surrender to God you will be enabled to live the new life, even the life of faith.”  {SC 48.1}
We do not have to be like the first group who suppose Jesus to be present when He is absent; and we do not have to be like the second group supposing Jesus to be absent when He is present. By yielding our will to Christ we become allied with the power that is superior to all Satan’s forces and we receive the strength to be in a steadfast relationship to a living Jesus and by a constant surrender we are enabled to live the victorious life of righteousness by faith. Can you say Amen? Say it once again like you really mean it. AMEN! 
Shall we pray…
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