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11/11/12 – 25SH  “Called to the Wedding Supper” Part 5
Victory Ministries International presents:

End-Time Messages  

God’s Last Call for His people to come out of Babylon

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

Today’s subject –  “Called to the Wedding Supper” Part 5
Before we begin, let us pray…
Father in heaven, thank you for Jesus Christ who by His death makes salvation attainable for whomsoever will. Today as we continue our study of the parable of the wedding garment, I pray that Your Holy Spirit will greatly enlighten us so that we may bring Christ’s righteousness into our hearts. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
We concluded the last broadcast with the statement that Jesus’ parable has end-time parallels. The four invitations of the story represent the four invitations to the Jewish nation, and also the four messages, or invitations given to the world in the last days. 
The last part of the story of the wedding garment has yet further prophetic significance. Listen to verse 11 in Matthew 22. ”And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man, which had not on a wedding garment.” 
The king came in to see the guests and investigate to see that all were worthy to be there. That meant that they were to put on the wedding garment that would be given them by the king. It was a gift, and it was provided to all the guests without discrimination. But the wedding garment was required in order to attend the feast. 

Wearing the wedding garment showed a great respect for the king. It would have been a rich garment, not common citizen’s robes. Not wearing it would have been inappropriate at such a gathering and would be rude and uncouth. 

This part of the parable also shows us that in order to be worthy to attend the feast, there must be a preparation. You have to take off your old robe and put on a new robe. Christ was telling us about the robe of His righteousness “woven in the loom of heaven.” Let me repeat, you must remove your old clothes and put on a new garment in its place. This is a spiritual robe. Christ’s robe of righteousness is a wonderful gift to us. But we must cooperate with heaven and put it on. When we do so, divinity combines with humanity and we are transformed from a nobody to an honored guest, a citizen of heaven. We are still the same flesh and blood, the same personality, but we are now something different than before. Now we have a perfect right to be with the king. And now we act differently, we think differently, we have a new way of understanding. Our characters and personalities are molded by Christ and refined by His grace. This is the white raiment Christ tells us to get from Him in the Laodicean message of Revelation 3:18. 

This is also a prophecy about the time in which we are living now. Notice that there was an investigation of the guests. Investigations are not new in the spiritual realm. There have been many of them. 
Some people think that an end-time investigative judgment is not in the Bible. But if you look at every time that there was a close of probation or whenever God was about to punish, He held an investigation into the lives of His people and judged whether or not they were righteous. Here are some examples. 

God conducted an investigation of Adam and Eve after they sinned before putting them out of the Garden of Eden. Here it is from Genesis 3:9-11 “And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?” 

God also conducted an investigation of Cain. After Cain killed his brother Abel God came to him to investigate his actions. “And the Lord said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my brother’s keeper? And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother’s blood crieth unto me from the ground.” Genesis 4:9, 10 Then God punished Cain. 

Noah and the people of his generation were also investigated before the close of their probation. Notice what is says in Genesis 6:12 “And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.”

Sodom was investigated before it was destroyed. Genesis 18:20, 21 tell us that the Lord said to Abraham, “Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous; I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will know.” You know the rest of the story, how the angels discovered the wickedness of Sodom by what happened at Lot’s house. 

An investigation prior to punishment or a close of probation is a regular event in history. And it is planned for the end times as well. In fact, it is on right now as we await the second coming. The parable of the wedding garment reveals that the king, or Christ Himself, will review the lives of those who want to come to the wedding feast to see if they are worthy. 

The king’s investigation of the guests is also a prophecy about an end-time investigation. And it also involves a judgment or discernment. Those who don’t have on the wedding garment are judged to be unworthy of being at the wedding feast. Those who do have on the robe of Christ’s righteousness are judged to be worthy to attend. There is no confrontation with them. But there is confrontation with the one who did not have it on. 

Prophetically, this is called the investigative judgment. And it involves all those who are invited to the wedding feast. If you are a professed follower of Jesus you must put on the spotless robe of Christ’s character before you come to the feast, or you will not be worthy to be there, and you will be cast out. 

But this is a wonderful thing. You will not be disappointed to put on the wedding garment of the righteousness of Christ. Your character needs this. By putting on the robe of Christ’s righteousness, you show your humility and your willingness to let go of your own robe, your earthly garments, your arrogance, your pride, your selfishness. You see, my friends, Christ is longing to give you His character, His robe of righteousness instead. It is free, paid for by His death and resurrection on your behalf. He wants to remove your earthliness, your sin, your imperfect character and teach you how to live His life. 

You must learn to be meek and lowly and gentle. Your rough and aggressive personality must be brought under the control of Christ and His love. Self-defensiveness must be put away. Desire to always have the last word, or the determination to correct everyone else must be put away. This has to be overcome. Your life must be molded by Christ, so that you do what He does, you think like He thinks, you act like He acts, even when under severe provocation. This is how you get victory over the devil. You cannot overcome your sins, unless you put on Christ, as Paul says in Romans 13:14. Listen to it: “But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.” Too many of us make provision for the flesh. We have a contingency plan so that if we want to we can fall into sin and live in the world, live in our own way, live in our own character rather than the character of Christ. 

Notice that Paul said we are to “put on” Christ. That means that we take off our robe of our own righteousness, and put on Christ’s righteousness, symbolized by the wedding garment. We are to no longer live in the carnal flesh, but live by the power of Christ. This guides us, it molds us, and it shapes us into model Christians. 

When you fall into sin, you have put off the Lord Jesus Christ, the very opposite of the counsel of Paul. But you can put on Christ again through repentance and confession of sin and a determination to live for Christ in the future. 

Let us think for a moment about what is usually taught to church members today. Most of the time Christian people are taught that you cannot overcome sin, even by the power of Christ. They teach that Christ is impotent and that He cannot do what He says He can do. They teach that you are going to have your earthly garments until Jesus comes in the clouds of glory and then your character will be changed and you will be ready for heaven. But this is error. Jesus says that He is able to keep you from falling, Jude 24.

Most Christian people are taught that they shouldn’t concern themselves with living a holy life; that they don’t need to worry about putting away sin. Just trust Jesus, they are told. Others are told to just go to confession. Everything will be ok. You don’t have to actually overcome your sins. 

We are to trust Jesus, and we are to confess our sins to Christ and plead with Him for forgiveness. But that isn’t all. Christ expects us to put on the wedding garment of His righteousness, His holiness, His power if we are to attend the wedding feast. Righteousness is righteous living. It involves your lifestyle. It involves your thoughts and the intentions of your heart, which translates into the way you live. 
Here once again we just get started and the clock says out of time. Tune in to our next broadcast and we will be finishing this study with part 6 of “Called to the Wedding Supper.”
End Time messages is sponsored by Victory Everlasting Gospel Church located at 139 Country Lane, 1 mile down from the Cracker Barrel, where you are always invited to worship each Saturday morning, the real Lord’s day at 9:30 for Sabbath School and 11:00 AM for worship hour.
Until next time Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.”   Even so, come Lord Jesus. 

