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November 24, 2012

Victory Everlasting Gospel 
Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
The title of today’s sermon is: 

“What is a Seventh-day Adventist?

A Seventh-day Adventist will usually adhere to 27 Fundamental beliefs of the church. An analogy would be a picket fence around the house. The pickets would tell what is believed by the house. But they do not tell us, what is in the house. What really is a Seventh-day Adventist. More importantly, I want to uncover the real purpose of being a Seventh-day Adventist.
Q. When Jesus died on the cross, how many Seventh-day Adventists were there at the cross? A. Not a single one. Q. How many people did Jesus die for? A. 2 Cor. 5:15 says, “And that he died for all, …” So He died for everyone.
40 days after Jesus rose He ascended to the Holy Place of the heavenly Sanctuary to begin His work as High Priest. Q. How many SDA’s were there at the ascension? A. Not a single one. God accomplished all that He has without us. Then why did He call this movement into existence? What is our purpose?
Turn to Rev. 14:7 “Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.” Q. When did the hour of His judgment begin? A. The year of 1844. Q. When did the movement we call the Seventh-day Adventist Church have its beginning? A. In 1844. It didn’t have all the light yet, but it had its beginning. Could it be that the reason God called this movement into existence and the final work Jesus began in heaven in 1844 have a connection?
The great controversy between Christ and Satan began in heaven and has continued here on Earth for almost 6,000 years. Where is Satan’s best ammunition found against the plan and character of God? It’s not found in the Muslim world and it’s not found in the Asian world. Satan’s best ammunition against the plan and character of God is and always has been found in the professed people of God.
That’s where he can make his best accusations against God. The ones who profess and believe in God. It got so bad that God had to take the people out of the land He promised them and the glorious temple was destroyed. His chosen people had to spend 70 years in captivity in Babylon.

In Daniel 8:13, 14, it tells how bad it was. It asks a question and gives an answer. “Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that certain saint which spake, How long shall be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot?”
That is a complicated question and let’s analyze it for simplification. What is it really asking? It is asking how long will Satan be winning the great controversy? How long will your name and your sanctuary be trodden under foot by Satan? Will Satan ultimately win the great controversy? That is an answer Daniel wants to know. 
  Verse 14   “And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” The answer is given to Daniel’s relief. Satan is not going to win the great controversy.
The word cleansed, in verse 14  is the Hebrew word tsadaq, and has more than one meaning. It can mean vindicated. It can mean justified. It can mean put right or set right. And it can mean cleansed.

You see God’s name which is His character, His government and His Sanctuary needs to be vindicated, things need to be put right in and before the universe. They are not that way right now. 

Here God is telling Daniel to be patient. This will take a long time. It won’t happen in your lifetime Daniel. You will go to your rest. But there will be a people way down in the time of the end, some 2300 years from a given point that will see the fulfillment of the prophecy I am giving you today.
It will before the end of time that I will have a people who will vindicate My name, My character, My law, My government and My sanctuary. It will be put right. That’s God’s promise. Satan won’t win the great controversy.

Turn to Romans 3:4. “God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged.” 

This is what the great controversy is all about. God is voluntarily placing Himself, His character, His law, and His government on trial.  He didn’t have to do it that way, but He chose to do it that way. In so many words He is really saying that I will let the ones I created decide if I am to continue to rule this universe as Creator. I will be judged by their decision. 

God has been consistently blamed for many of the evils that Satan has put on man. 
Insurance companies will call natural disasters ‘acts of God,’ when many catastrophes are caused by Satan, so as to have God get the blame. 
Slowly God has been withdrawing His merciful protection, giving Satan more leeway, and people are quick to put God to fault. They usually ask, “How could God do this to me?” That pleases Satan.
When Christ was here on Earth, He said and did much in teaching about the character of God. Q. What about Christians, what are they saying about the character of God? Listen to the RH April 16, 1901 “All heaven is waiting to hear us vindicate God's law, …” {RH, April 16, 1901 par. 16}

T5 746  “If there was ever a people in need of constantly increasing light from heaven, it is the people that, in this time of peril, God has called to be the depositaries of His holy law and to vindicate His character before the world.”

COL 303 “The professed followers of Christ are on trial before the heavenly universe; …”  Non-Christians, other Christians, unfallen beings and angels are all watching. They want to know what we are saying about God’s law, His character and His government and they observe the way we live.

Rev. 14:1-5 Before the three angel’s fly, John sees a special group of people, and they are going to be the power of the three angel’s messages. We want to look especially at Verse 5, “And in their mouth was found no guile: (guile is deceit or hypocrisy of any kind) for they are without fault before the throne of God.” So God is saying that before the three angels fly, here are the people that will give these messages with power. Up to this point we have given these messages verbally, but not with this loud cry POWER that God designs. These will be the 144,000
DA 671 “The honor of God, the honor of Christ, is involved in the perfection of the character of His people.” {DA 671.3}  It is God’s honor that is at stake here. Not your honor, not my honor, but God’s honor. The question is, can He take these wretched sinners who we are who have fallen hundreds, no thousands of times, asking forgiveness over and over; can He take and perfect their characters? Can He do that? Satan says NO, but God says I can. Who do you believe? This is the generation. You and I are the Seventh-day Adventist people who will be the vindicators of His name, His character, His law and His government. Not the nominal Christians out there. Listen, God’s honor is at stake. He will force no one’s will; but those who are willing to be made willing, will be the ones.
It’s very significant that God’s prophet calls this the “final atonement”

the final part by which God’s universe will be made safe from sin.

So the very purpose of this movement God raised up, Seventh-day Adventism, is to prove God is true and Satan is a liar. That’s why we were called into existence, at the judgment hour in time, 1844. Not at the time of the cross, not during the 16th century reformation, we were called into existence at judgment time, when the character of God is on trial before the universe. 

Our main mission is not preaching the assurance of salvation, that was determined at the cross. Some make that our primary focus, but personal assurance of salvation was decided 1,981 years ago at calvary. God called the SDA church into existence for a different purpose, and that is to vindicate His name.

How then do we vindicate God’s name? I read this from DA 309 “…all who break God's commandments…” [Does that include us? Let’s put us in the quote] “…all of us who break God's commandments are sustaining Satan's claim that the law is unjust, and cannot be obeyed. Thus they second the deceptions of the great adversary, and cast dishonor upon God.” 
Do we realize what we just read? Every time we lose our temper, every time we take something that is not ours, every time we gossip behind someone’s back, every time we exhibit a proud attitude and won’t give in, we are in effect telling the universe that Satan’s way works and God’s way doesn’t. God’s way is too hard. I can’t turn the other cheek. And brothers and sisters, that may be the hardest commandment that Jesus ever gave us. Turn the other cheek, go the second mile? We are in effect saying, that’s impractical, after all we are human beings with fallen natures in a fallen world. We really can’t obey these idealistic commands that Jesus gave, we just can’t be like Jesus. Every time we sin, we are telling the universe that Satan is right and God is wrong. 

That’s the real horror of sin. Not the fact that if I died with un-confessed, un-repented sin, that I might one day be destroyed in the hell-fire, that’s a minor issue. The real issue is: who is telling the truth, God or Satan?

GC 489 “If those who hide and excuse their faults could see how Satan exults over them, how he taunts Christ and holy angels with their course, they would make haste to confess their sins and to put them away.” Did you see yourself described in this quote? “If those who hide and excuse their faults…”  It’s one thing to do something wrong, but what do we do next? We try to cover it up and we try to excuse it by saying something like “If so and so hadn’t said this, I wouldn’t have done that.
It started in the Garden of Eden. “The woman you gave me is the problem.” “The woman said, “The serpent beguiled me,” with a strong implication that the serpent You created. “If those who hide and excuse their faults could see how Satan exults over them, how he taunts Christ and holy angels with their course, they would make haste to confess their sins and to put them away.”  {GC 489.2}
Why should we confess our sins? Is it so we don’t end up going to hell? Is there a better reason than that?

When we sin, we need to have our eyes opened like Elisha’s servant when a host of enemy forces surrounded the city of Dothan and he feared for their safety. Elisha prayed and the servant’s eyes were opened to see that God’s forces were far superior to the enemy.
We need to see that there are some beings out there watching us very carefully, and they are not friendly beings. They are watching to see how hypocritical we really are.

Oh yes we are Christians, we love Jesus, and then we go and back-bite or point out someone’s faults, and tear apart our brothers and sisters.

They are keeping a record of what we say and do and then they pass it on to their leader Satan, who throws it in the face of Christ. Then He can rightfully say to Jesus, that’s your Christian down there? They are following me, not You. Christ cannot say a word because Satan is right, at that moment. Do you see, we are doing it Satan’s way. We’re vindicating Satan and we are discrediting God. And that is why we need to confess our sins and put them away. Not because of fear of hell, but because we have dishonored our Creator again and again.
2T 171 “If you could see the pure angels with their bright, searching eyes intently fixed on you, watching to record how the Christian glorifies his Master; or could you observe the exulting, sneering triumph of the evil angels, as they trace out every crooked way, and then quote Scripture which is violated, and compare the life with this Scripture which you profess to follow but from which you swerve, you would be astonished and alarmed for yourselves.”  

The evil angels are keeping records of what we do and say and then they quote scripture to show how impossible it is to obey God’s will.
One more, EW 268 “If the eyes of such could be opened, they would see Satan in hellish triumph, exulting over them and laughing at the folly of those who accept his suggestions and enter his snares.”

We need to understand what is going on in the unseen world and how our words and actions could be causing damage to God’s cause.

Here is another point we need to realize. The second coming of Jesus can’t happen just when God wants it to happen. He wanted it to happen 2,000 years ago with the Jewish people. It wasn’t intended that it should go on for 6,000 years. Jerusalem was to be the capital of the world, the Jews were to evangelize the world and all nations would be brought into harmony with God’s will.

That was God’s plan, but it didn’t work, because God’s people wouldn’t let it work. Bringing it closer to our time, we are told in inspiration, that Christ would have come within ten years after 1844. Jesus could have completed the judgment within ten years or even less. He is God. But it didn’t happen because the people called by His name prevented it.

Then 40 years later Christ tried it again, He was ready. He wanted to take His people home, but they weren’t ready to go home. For you see God can’t finish His plan until His name is vindicated!
Until His people tell the truth about His character …  and that’s why SDA were called into existence.

We are not just another denomination. We are a called and covenanted people, not that we are better than others, but because God gave us a job to do. He calls us His remnant people. What are we to do? To keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, not in order to be saved, but to tell the truth about God.
We have something different to proclaim to the world, and what He has given us are crucial, distinctive truths that make us SDA’s. These teachings make up a distinct message that no one else is proclaiming, and because no one else is, then we have to and that’s why we are here.

A dear man who is deceased, but I admired greatly by the name of Elder Bill Frazee from Wildwood, GA, once said this about what is happening today, “Whether His people could understand it or not, He could go to the cross, and then make it plain later.” Isn’t that what happened? Who really understood what was happening when Jesus died on the cross? He had to explain it all later.
Elder Freeze went on to say, “Then in 1844 He could move from the Holy Place to the Most Holy Place, and explain it all later.” Isn’t that what happened again? Continuing, “But He can’t end His work in the Most Holy Place and explain it later. Because later would be too late.

We are talking about the end of probation, and that’s different from the cross and the start of the judgment. Now we see why the bridegroom has tarried and the judgment has gone on since 1844. It was because of unbelief and strife.

All the time prophecies have been fulfilled, the probationary period of the Jews, Christ’s baptism and crucifixion, the 2300 years and the hour of His judgment. But to finish His work in the MHP closing the probation cannot be explained later. It would be too late. 
This time the clock will not strike until His church is ready. The clock has been on hold, one minute to midnight, for over 100 years, and it will not move until His people are ready by the lives that they live.
Why are so many SDA churches peaceful and happy every Sabbath? Because many churches have music they are contented with, they hear sermons that have some truth, more about love and too little about sin. Their toes are never stepped on and no mention of the fact that their living in disobedience to God.
The pastors who preach the truth, unpopular as it is, and applies it to the lives of his hearers, will feel the nails and the thorns.

Now, what was the purpose of God to call Israel into existence? To get as many Jews saved into the kingdom of heaven, right? Wrong. He wanted Israel to be the centerpiece of His government; to show how the sanctuary worked, how He forgave sin, what His law is, and what His purposes are so that the whole world could understand the character of God. Isn’t that why He called them? Did they succeed or fail in that mission? They failed miserably.
Just before they would be ultimately and finally cut off, Jesus came to them to heal their backslidings and set them straight in their objective purpose. Where did He spend most of His time? Not in the Gentile nations, rather 98% of His time was spent trying to heal His failing, suffering people..

Let’s bring this to our day and here is where it begins to step on our toes.  Now, what was the purpose of God to call the Seventh-day Adventist church into existence? Was it to get as many SDA’s saved into the kingdom of heaven? We have between 17 and 18 million right now and when we get to 30 million we will have achieved God’s purpose, right? Or is it exactly the same as Israel?

He called us into existence to reveal the truth about the character of God, so that the watching world can make their final decision. Isn’t that why He called us into existence?
God’s prophet puts it this way, DA 680. “Christ designs that heaven's order, heaven's plan of government, heaven's divine harmony, shall be represented in His church on earth. Thus in His people He is glorified.”
Can the world see heaven's order, heaven's plan in the SDA church today? That is the question, but I don’t think so.
Listen to this from TM 50 “… through the church eventually will be made manifest the final and full display of the love of God to the world that is to be lightened with its glory.”

Now the hard question: Are we as SDA succeeding or failing in heaven’s plan? Remember the Jews. They thought they were doing it well. When Jesus came to those proud people and told them there would not be one stone left upon another, they said to Jesus, “We are the children of Abraham. We cannot be set aside”

What about us today? Do we have an arrogance because we have been called to be the final people of God? Are we saying that we are the holy remnant and there can be no other church after us? 

In 1986, a Gallup poll was taken, and this was one of the questions: Do you know who the SDA’s are? 70% said they had heard or read about SDA’s. The next question was: What do you like best about SDA’s? 52% left that line blank and 21% said, ‘Nothing in particular.’ Then they asked this question: What do you like least about SDA’s? 51% left that line blank and 21% said they did not dislike anything in particular. The editor said ‘The church’s failure to project a sharp interest concerns me.’
How can we do our work that we have been given to do with that kind of response, that kind of awareness, and with the knowledge of why God called this church into existence?

They tried the poll again 9 years later in 1995. 53% had never heard of our church, and there was a marked increase in the number of those who mis-identify us with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints or Jehovah’s Witnesses.
And so I ask again, “Are we succeeding or failing in the work we have been given to do?”

Hendrik "Hank" Hanegraaff, who is also known as the Bible Answer Man and an American author and radio talk-show host, was asked what he thought about SDA’s. He was quite knowledgeable about the SDA church and he said this, “It depends on which SDA you are talking about. The denomination has become so diverse that one group bears little resemblance to the next.” That’s a sad commentary on God’s church.
Pluralism and diversity in beliefs and practices has taken much of the life out of our teachings and practices and we are not as clear on many things as we used to be.

So if we are honest, we can say that our church is struggling and is nowhere near the high level that it should be. This is why we at Victory recently separated from the source of doctrinal confusion, so that we may maintain the doctrinal purity that our pioneers hammered out under the guidance of the Holy Spirit with confirmation through God’s prophet.

There are many such SDA’s around the world who cling to the same as we do, and very soon God will have His number made up as described in Rev. 14:1-5. “And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty [and] four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads.  And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps:  And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred [and] forty [and] four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth.  These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, [being] the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.  And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God.” 

For some time now in the last several decades, there has been a great emphasis on evangelism, and huge sums of money has been spent. As important as that is, we have been neglecting a far more important reason for our existence. And that is to vindicate the character of God, His name, His law and His government. It is only through such vindication that His Sanctuary can be cleansed. 

When we have that clearly understood as our reason for existence, then we want to go out and give this message to the world, because our lives demonstrate the truth of our words.
Once again, the reason for the existence of the SDA church is for the vindication of God’s name and the discrediting of Satan, by showing that obedience to God’s law is possible through God’s power and His grace. That’s why we exist. Letting the Holy Spirit take control of the life. Then our secondary message is to take our beautiful health and gospel messages to the world, and to let the whole world know about God’s character and His Law.

It’s not one or the other. It’s both, however one is primary and the other is secondary. We have been struggling because we have had it opposite for some time. That is why we have not been succeeding as we should.
We are going to close by reading a text from Ezekiel 33, where God is warning His people about what might happen in their future, and what must happen to change that. I am suggesting to you that God’s warning to His people of old, is His warning to His people today. Ezekiel 33:7, “So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me.”  So God has a warning and let’s read it in verse 10, “Therefore, O thou son of man, speak unto the house of Israel; Thus ye speak, saying, If our transgressions and our sins be upon us, and we pine away in them, how should we then live?” But isn’t that what we are doing almost every day. I’m in sin and need to ask for forgiveness all the time. Verse 11 “Say unto them, [As] I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live:

(now notice the next two words spoken twice) turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?” Who are the wicked ones here? Not the world … it is God’s church. “…turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Adventism?” True Israel is God’s last day people. God is saying please turn, before it’s too late.
He says stop this sinning, repenting and confessing, sinning, repenting and confessing and hoping some how it will all be changed by a magic push button in your brain when Jesus comes.


Brothers and sisters, here in this fleeting preparation time we need the early rain to fall on us in full power now, so that we can tolerate the latter rain when it falls on the 144,000.

We are not ready for the latter rain, we are not ready for the Loud Cry, we are not ready to give the three angel’s messages until a work is done in our lives that will change us from being selfish and being proud and being impatient to being Christ like; a real Christian.

Satan knows this all too well. As long as he can keep God’s people sleeping along, keeping them complacent in the knowledge that they are the remnant, like the Israelites, “We have the temple. We’re God’s chosen people.” Sleeping and complacent is how Satan keeps the SDA’s from the work God gave them to do. He knows that once God’s people reach the quality of the 144,000 God’s people are to be, his time is dramatically shortened.
Do you think he wants to see the 144,000 formed, or do you think he is working overtime to keep that from happening? So here’s the situation. God is looking for His 144,000 to be formed, while Satan is working to keep them from being formed. That’s the real great controversy right now.

Satan has some really good traps to keep us from being in that special number.

Trap #1 – Worldliness and the cares of this life. Earning a living and taking care of business. These are a tremendous consumer of time that people have little time left to serve God and open their Bibles. And let us remember that the world has its many attractions as well to draw us in.

Now there are those who are determined to make time and study God’s Word, and to do those things that are pleasing to God. So Satan has a gospel just for them. It is his       Trap #2 – A gospel that has all the promises and the cross and forgiveness and everything you want to know about Jesus. It’s a popular gospel and you can go on sinning until Jesus comes and then you’ll be made perfect. In the mean time you’ll get the victory over the big sins, but the little ones are acceptable. The common belief is that some sins are just impossible to overcome and God understands that. Jesus will clean you up when He comes. And so Satan has the majority of the Christian world caught up in the gospel of assurance of salvation while sinning. They say David was just as safe when he had the adulterous affair with Bathsheba and saw to her husband’s murder as he was when he was at his closest moments with the Lord. That’s the gospel they are preaching and this gospel is very popular even in the beloved SDA church today. So Satan has a trap all set for those who want to serve God, a corrupted gospel.
Trap #3 – Some people are determined that they are not going to get caught up in the false gospel trap of salvation while sinning. They isolate themselves and have nothing to do with the organized church and become legalistic in their religious experience and bitter towards all others who do not think like they do.
Trap #4 – Extreme fanaticism – strange beliefs coming in to the church and many splinter groups get caught up in them and that becomes their primary focus, such as feast days, Holy Spirit not a person, the 2520 year prophecy that is not a prophecy, etc.
Trap #5 – No liberal tendencies or the way of the world, no extreme fanaticism; just middle of the road. Go to church, go home, do or say nothing. Go to church, go home, do or say nothing. Like a door on hinges, in church, out of church, in church, out of church … and not taking a stand on any point or principle of truth. Not contesting any errors, just saying and doing nothing; refusing to be left wing or right wing so as to avoid a label. And when matters of importance arise, say nothing and don’t take a stand. This is a position many took and when apostasy was coming into the church, those who should have spoken, said nothing. In board meetings and in constituency meetings, those who should have pointed out errors … said nothing. And so when the majority moved with the moves toward apostasy; the “say nothings” accepted without a whimper.
But we can take a stand. God’s prophet said, “Indifference and neutrality in a religious crisis is regarded of God as a grievous crime and equal to the very worst type of hostility against God.”  {3T 280.3}

The church today is in a crisis and Satan says, just be neutral. Go to church and come home, go to church and come home. Be indifferent. And the majority are.

5 traps: 1. Worldliness; 2. False Gospel; 3. Bitterness; 4. Extreme fanaticism and 5. Neutrality. 

As long as Satan can keep SDA’s in one of these 5 traps, he gets to run things a while longer. We are in the final hours of the great controversy and Satan is very angry and will do anything he can to make you to be as lost as he is. 
Do we truly want to be Seventh-day Adventists?

Do we truly want to end Satan’s rule on this planet? 
Notice, I didn’t say do you want to go to Heaven? That’s not the question. The question is, do we want to be on God’s side in the great controversy? Are we going to be His obedient, victorious children by His power?

Only then will we fulfill the commission given to the Seventh-day Adventist Church in the hour of His judgment.

God is waiting for 144,000 who will have but one primary purpose: to vindicate God’s Name, His Character, His Law, His Throne, His Sanctuary, and His Government.
The question for you is: Will you be a vindicator?

Shall we pray? 

