“Has Anybody Seen Jesus?”
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Today’s subject, “The Emotion Called Devotion” 

What is this emotion called devotion? I see it as a determination to follow through with a purpose or a goal when you know in advance that because of the obstacles in the way; that the odds are indeed stacked against you. Whether or not you achieve the goal is not even a consideration, you begin your quest anyway, because you know it to be right and a just cause. We have many splendid examples in scripture of those with the emotion called devotion.

Those who are able; please kneel with me as we seek God’s guidance…

Turn in your Bibles to Mark 16:1-3, “And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him. And very early in the morning the first day of the week, they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun. And they said among themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre?”

Let’s understand the scene. Here we have three women, Mary Magdalene who was the sister of Martha and Lazarus, and then there was the other Mary, the mother of James, possibly the wife of Cleophas mentioned in John 16:25 who was the sister of Mary, Jesus’ mother. The third woman mentioned here was Salome. Most of the references to the women were about Mary and Mary. 

Try to understand the women’s fragile state of mind. We have Mary Magdalene, whose life was turned around and from whom Jesus cast out demons. These women who were last at the cross where their Savior died were also last at the tomb where Jesus’ body had been laid. The emotion felt was their devotion as their tears never stopped flowing; they were defeated, devastated and discouraged. They saw the great stone rolled into place by the soldiers and they witnessed the Roman seal placed on the tomb. To disturb the seal meant that you would suffer the punishment of a scourging.


Luke 23:56 tells us that these suffering and sorrowing women returned to their homes to prepare the spices and ointments so as to anoint the body of Jesus, first resting according to the commandment, and then to return early when the Sabbath was past. It was the intent of Mary Magdalene to anoint the body of Jesus, not aware of the fact that the act had already been completed when she was in the home of Simon and the Spirit of God, acting upon her emotion called devotion, led her to anoint both His head and feet with the precious ointment from her alabaster box. 


The Testimony of Jesus in The Desire of Ages page 779 says, “The night of the first day of the week had worn slowly away. The darkest hour, just before daybreak, had come. Christ was still a prisoner in His narrow tomb. The great stone was in its place; the Roman seal was unbroken; the Roman guards were keeping their watch. And there were unseen watchers. Hosts of evil angels were gathered about the place. Had it been possible, the prince of darkness with his apostate army would have kept forever sealed the tomb that held the Son of God. But a heavenly host surrounded the sepulcher. Angels that excel in strength were guarding the tomb, and waiting to welcome the Prince of life. 


"And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven." Clothed with the panoply of God, this angel left the heavenly courts. The bright beams of God's glory went before him, and illuminated his pathway. "His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: and for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men." 


Now, priests and rulers, where is the power of your guard? Brave soldiers that have never been afraid of human power are now as captives taken without sword or spear. The face they look upon is not the face of mortal warrior; it is the face of the mightiest of the Lord's host. This messenger is he who fills the position from which Satan fell. It is he who on the hills of Bethlehem proclaimed Christ's birth. The earth trembles at his approach, the hosts of darkness flee, and as he rolls away the stone, heaven seems to come down to the earth. The soldiers see him removing the stone as he would a pebble, and hear him cry, Son of God, come forth; Thy Father calls Thee. They see Jesus come forth from the grave, and hear Him proclaim over the rent sepulcher, "I am the resurrection, and the life." As He comes forth in majesty and glory, the angel host bow low in adoration before the Redeemer, and welcome Him with songs of praise.  

     An earthquake marked the hour when Christ laid down His life, and another earthquake witnessed the moment when He took it up in triumph.


Meanwhile, the women who had stood by the cross of Christ, waited and watched for the hours of the Sabbath to pass. On the first day of the week, very early, they made their way to the tomb, taking with them precious spices to anoint the Savior's body. They did not think about His rising from the dead. The sun of their hope had set, and night had settled down on their hearts. As they walked, they recounted Christ's works of mercy and His words of comfort. But they remembered not His words,       "And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you." John 16:22. Ignorant of what was even then taking place, they drew near the garden, saying as they went, "Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulcher?" They knew that they could not remove the stone, yet they kept on their way.

Do you comprehend this picture? In spite of the fact that they were defeated, devastated and discouraged, the emotion called devotion made them determined to accomplish their mission. Traveling from their homes in the darkest hour of the night they made their way towards their destination. The odds of their being able to accomplish this mission were stacked against them. Think about it. There was a Roman centurion guard, meaning there were 100 Roman soldiers, the best fighting men on earth in that day. 

How were these three women going to get past all these soldiers? Let’s say that they accomplish that task; then they would have to destroy the Roman seal to gain access to the tomb. That meant they would be scourged. But the biggest obstacle that they faced was their question, in Mark 16:3, “Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre?” Against incredible odds, the emotion called devotion kept these women moving forward. 

Do you see a lesson here for your own spiritual benefit when you know the cause you pursue is just, yet the odds are overwhelmingly against you? The voice of discretion says, “Don’t go, you won’t make it. There are giants in the land. You will fail.” But the voice of devotion says, “Press on, the Lord will make away.” 
Think about it. Gideon’s army numbered only three hundred men. The enemy’s army outnumbered them 400 to 1. Gideon’s men had trumpets and lamps for weapons. The enemy had swords and armor. The voice of discretion says, “Fool, you’re walking into a slaughter.” But the voice of devotion says, “The Lord is my God, whom shall I fear?” The result: Gideon’s army no casualties; the Midianites -120,000 men slain.

The voice of discretion says to David, don’t fight Goliath, he’s too big for he is nine feet tall, and he’s too strong, you don’t have a chance, you’re just too small. But the voice of devotion says, “His head is so big, how could I miss?” On the field of battle he told Goliath, “Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied.” 1 Samuel 17:45 The result: verse 50 “So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew him; but there was no sword in the hand of David.”
So the voice of discretion says, says pick your fights carefully, but the voice of devotion says, “…we are more than conquerors…” Romans 8:7

The voice of discretion says to Shadrach, Meschach and Abednego kneel for a few moments and save your selves from the fire. But the voice of devotion says in Daniel 3:17 “If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.” The result: verse 28, “Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own God.”  

The voice of discretion says if you don’t work on Sabbath, you will lose your job and you won’t be able to make ends meet. But the voice of God says, “Remember the Sabbath to keep it holy.”

The voice of discretion says if you pay tithe there won’t be enough to pay the bills. But the voice of God says, “…prove me now…”

The voice of discretion says, “I want to tell them about Jesus and the Sabbath, but they might reject me and maybe laugh at me or worse tell others, mean things about me.” But the voice of God says, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.”

Mary and Mary knew that they could not remove the stone, yet they kept on their way. And lo, the heavens were suddenly alight with glory that came not from the rising sun. The earth trembled. They saw that the great stone was rolled away. The grave was empty. 

Was the stone rolled away so that Jesus could walk out? I think not because the risen Savior could walk through walls as we see in John 20:19 which says, “Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.”

No I believe they saw that the great stone was rolled away because God honored their devotion. They did all that they did to honor a dead Jesus, but instead they found a living Jesus.

And as long as we are moved by the emotion of devotion, Jesus will make a way. When you have nothing in your life but Jesus, you have everything. Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of our difficulties and trials and problems? I believe that our stones will be rolled away in direct proportion to our emotion called devotion. 


How is it with you? Do you see giants in the land? Are you terrified by the wicked? Do you see great stones in the way? Believe the promises. I close with this from Isaiah 43:1-3 “Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour:”
Are you pressing forward with the emotion of devotion to the glory of God, or has the voice of discretion caused your spiritual condition to tremble?

Which voice shall roll you away your stone?
Shall we pray…
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