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Lesson Handout - November 25, 2006

Spiritualism and the Mystery of Death
Spiritualism or Spiritism (means the same thing), exactly what is it? Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary says that spir·i·tu·al·ism – is a belief that spirits of the dead communicate with the living usually through a medium. 

FACT – This is the most misunderstood subject in the world today and it is a deception that has entrapped almost the entire Christian world. Most of the world religions teach that the dead become spirits. Therefore death is enshrouded in mystery, evokes feelings of fear, uncertainty and hopelessness. Anyone who misunderstands the subject of death will most assuredly be deceived by Satan on other issues.

We have all been to funerals where everyone tries to comfort one another with words like, “Tillie is up in heaven now singing in the choir and praising Jesus. The pastor is no help either because he puts them in heaven also, regardless of how they lived their life. What is safe to believe? What the crowd feels may be happening? What the pastor states in his sermon? Or what God says in His word, the Holy Bible? Let’s be safe on this issue so that we will never be deceived on this foundational deceptive block of Satan. Let’s unravel the mystery of death from God’s word, then with a clear understanding from God Himself through His word, we will never be deceived again.

To understand the mystery of death, we need to understand how we got here in the first place. Genesis 2:7, “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” 
Question – Does that say that God put a soul into the man? No, it says God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. We are made from the dust, or elements of the earth.
Question – What happens when we die? Ecclesiastes 12:7, “Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.” So the body returns to dust again and the spirit goes back to God, who gave it. The spirit of every person who lives, whether righteous or wicked, returns to God at death. In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word for spirit is ruwach which means air, wind, breath.
Question – What then is the “spirit” that returns to God? James 2:26 says, “For as the body without the spirit is dead…” The margins of most Bibles say the spirit is breath. The Greek word used here for spirit in James is pneuma which means a current of air, breath. We get pneumatic tires from this word and tires hold air.  Job 27:3 says, “All the while my breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in my nostrils;…” The word breath used here is from the Hebrew word neshamah which means wind, breath, spirit. The word spirit again is ruwach which means air, wind, breath. So really this verse can be read, “All the while my breath is in me, and the breath of God is in my nostrils.”  When a man dies, the breath of life that God breathed into him initially, returns to God.  It's simply referring to the "power for life" that comes only from God, not some disembodied spirit. Conclusion - Therefore the spirit that returns to God is the breath of life and nothing more. There is nothing in the entire Bible to indicate that some disembodied soul wings its way to God. Now let’s define by the Bible, exactly what a soul is. We read in Genesis 2:7, “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” So a soul is a living being. A soul is always a combination of two things: BODY plus BREATH. Important – A soul cannot exist unless body and breath are combined. God’s Word teaches that we are souls. BODY plus BREATH = A LIVING SOUL.
Question – Do souls die? Ezekiel 18:20 – first part, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” Revelation 16:3, “…every living soul died in the sea.” Conclusion – Any living thing with a body and the breath of life is a soul and souls die. God’s Word says so. BODY minus BREATH = A DEAD SOUL.
Psalm 104:29 "Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled: thou takest away their breath (and what happens?) they die, and return to their dust."  So we have the equation in reverse here.  When you've got the living soul, and you take away his breath or life, that equals a dead person. In verse 30 He puts the equation in forward again, "Thou sendest forth thy spirit, (that word "spirit", means "breath"), they are created: and thou renewest the face of the earth."  Job 4:17 says, “Shall mortal man be more just than God?” Mortal means subject to death. Man does not have immortality. Immortality is what the saved man will put on when Jesus comes the second time. The Bible say that only God is immortal in 1 Timothy 6:15,16. “Which in his times he shall show, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords;  Who only hath immortality.”
Question – Don’t good people go to heaven at death? The answer is in the Bible. John 5:28,29 “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” In the words of Jesus, the saved are in their graves and will hear His voice at His second coming and awaken and will come forth in the first resurrection. But at the end of the thousand years or the millennium, which we will study in another lesson, at the third coming of Jesus the wicked or lost of all the ages will hear His voice and come forth in the resurrection of damnation. No one is suffering in Hell right now, their punishment is future and we will study that subject in another upcoming lesson. So good people are asleep in Jesus and we will prove that today. 

Look at David, a man after God’s own heart who will be saved, but does the Bible say he went to heaven. Acts 2:29, 34 “Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.” “For David is not ascended into the heavens:”

People do not go to heaven or hell at death; they go to their graves awaiting a resurrection day. 

Question – Can people comprehend anything in death? Can’t they praise the Lord? What does God’s Word say? Ecclesiastes 9:5,6,10  “For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten. Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any thing that is done under the sun.” verse 10 “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.” Psalm 115:117 “The dead praise not the LORD, neither any that go down into silence.” That means when Tillie died she did not go to sing in the choir and she is not praising Jesus.  God says the dead know absolutely nothing. They are silent in their grave.

Question – But can’t the dead communicate with the living and aren’t they aware of what the living are doing? From God’s Word, Job 14:12,21 “So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.” Verse 21 “His sons come to honour, and he knoweth it not; and they are brought low, but he perceiveth it not of them.” So the dead are not even aware of graveside visits. Psalm 146:4 “His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.” By the authority of God’s Word, the dead cannot contact the living, nor do they know what the living are doing. They are dead. They have no thoughts. None of your deceased relatives know what is happening in your life today.
Question – What did Jesus call death? John 11:11-14 “These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep. Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.” Jesus clearly called death a sleep.
Look at Job 14:12 “So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.” When will the heavens be no more? 2 Peter 3:10  “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise” So people will remain in their graves until the second coming at the end of the world as we know it today. 
Question - Is there anyone in heaven right now? We turn to the Bible for the answer. We know of three by name. There was righteous Enoch, who at the age of 365 was taken to heaven. Genesis 5:24 “And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.” Then there was the faithful prophet Elijah, who in the presence of Elisha, was taken also, as we read in 2 Kings 2:11 “And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.” And finally, of the named ones, there was Moses, who according to Deuteronomy 34:5-7 was 120 years old when he died and God buried him. We know he was resurrected as he was with Elijah at the transfiguration of Jesus. Plus there were the specially resurrected ones at the crucifixion. Every other human that has died from Adam on down is in the grave, in a state of sleep, awaiting one resurrection or the other. Paul says in 1 Thessalonians 4:13. "But I would not have you to be ignorant brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope."  God wants us to be intelligent on this very serious subject.  
Question – When do people get their reward? Revelation 22:12 “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” No one gets their reward before they are judged. When Jesus comes the righteous will be glorified and the living unrighteous will die and sleep the sleep of death until the millennium is over. 
Question - What happens to the righteous dead at the second coming? 1 Thessalonians 4:16,17 “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive [and] remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” This is so clear, why would Jesus come back to get the saints if they’re already in heaven.  Paul enlarges on this truth in 1 Corinthians 15:51-57 “Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?” So what happens to the righteous dead at the second coming? They will be rewarded by being raised from the sleep of death, they will be given their glorified immortal bodies and be caught up to meet the Lord in the air as they begin their eternal life. So that’s the truth from God’s Word about the mystery of death. Spiritualism is a big, phony lie of Satan!
Question - Where did this phony lie of Satan start? It started with the first lie told to Eve in the garden. Genesis 3:4 “And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:” It’s a lie passed down through the ages, through Paganism and into the Christian church. Today the Christian world believes when you die, you do not surely die. It is one of the cornerstones of Satan’s kingdom, and unless you know the truth, you’re hooked. 
Question – But what about the people who go to séances and speak to the dead; who are they talking to? Revelation 16:14 “For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles…” Jesus gave us solemn warning in Matthew 24:24 “For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.” All miracle working is not from God, it is the devil and his angels that are able to work convincing miracles. We live in the age where we cannot trust our senses; what we see and hear. We can’t go by our emotional feelings. We can only trust what it says in the Word of God. Satan and his angels can appear as angels of light according to 2 Corinthians 11:14 “And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.”
Question – Why will God’s people not be deceived? Acts 17:11 “…they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” 

Isaiah 8:20 “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” God’s people will know from earnest study of His Word, that the dead are dead and not alive. Spirits of the dead do not exist. But demons impersonating the dead do exist. God’s people will reject miracle workers that claim to contact the dead and they will reject all false teachings that claim the dead are alive in any form, anywhere.
Question – Will the righteous people who are raised in the resurrection ever die again? Luke 20:35, 36 “But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage: Neither can they die any more:” Revelation 21:4 “And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.” The answer is NO! Death, sorrow, crying and tragedy will never come into God’s kingdom.

Question – What does it mean to be absent from the body and present with the Lord? 2 Corinthians 5:8 Paul said, “We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.” When God takes a prophet in vision, they are absent from the body and are present with the Lord to receive instructions. The Bible clearly shows that when a true prophet is taken in vision, the body does not breathe and the eyes remain open the entire time they are in vision. Paul had this experience. In verse 8 above he is voicing his preference. But Paul clearly understood that when you die, you enter the sleep of death until the resurrection. Look at what he said when he was going to be executed.  2 Timothy 4:6-8 “For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.”  Paul says that he will receive his crown of righteousness when Jesus comes the second time. There need be no confusion on this clear Bible doctrine.
Question – Did the thief on the cross go to paradise the day Christ died? Punctuation is not inspired and was only added for clarification. In Luke 23:43 the comma is in the wrong place. “And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.”  It should read “And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee today, thou shalt be with me in paradise.” The proof is in John 20:17 “Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father:” Jesus died on Friday and He had not been to heaven by Sunday. The thief is in his grave awaiting the resurrection.
Question – What does John 11:26 mean? “And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.” This does not refer to the first death which all people die. Believers will never die the second death from which there is no resurrection.

Question – Doesn’t 1 Peter 4:6 say the gospel was preached to dead people? “For for this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead,…” No, it says the gospel was preached to those who are dead. They are dead now but it was preached to them while they were living. God’s Word is clear. When you are dead, you will be in the sleep of death until one of two resurrections, your thoughts are perished, you have no awareness. 
That is the truth from God’s Word.
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