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11/25/12 – 25SH  “Called to the Wedding Supper” Part 6
Victory Ministries International presents:

End-Time Messages  

God’s Last Call for His people to come out of Babylon

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

Today’s subject –  “Called to the Wedding Supper” Part 6
Before we begin, let us pray…
Father in heaven, thank you for Jesus Christ who by His death makes salvation attainable for whomsoever will. Lord we are living in a serious time and we need your mercy and grace more than ever as there are many that call evil good and good evil. The scripture says that because iniquity abounds, the love of many has waxed cold. It’s as if Satan is having his way in all the affairs of life. Today as we continue our study of the parable of the wedding garment, I pray that Your Holy Spirit will greatly enlighten us so that we may bring Christ’s righteousness into our hearts. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
People who teach that you cannot live a holy life and overcome your sins, and that forgiveness is all that matters are telling you the lies of Satan. Their teaching does not address the satanic questions and accusations in the Great Controversy against Christ. The Bible reveals that it is not only salvation of lost souls that is important in the universe, but that the vindication of God’s character is at stake. Putting on the wedding garment is really a demonstration of Christ living in your life and revealing that it is possible to live a holy life in Christ. 

“Satan had claimed that it was impossible for man to obey God’s commandments; and in our own strength it is true that we cannot obey them. But Christ came in the form of humanity, and by His perfect obedience He proved that humanity and divinity combined can obey every one of God’s precepts.” That’s Christ’s Object Lessons, page 314. 
In addition Satan is arguing that God can have one or two here and there who are loyal to Him, like Enoch, Elijah, Noah and a few others. But he claims that God cannot get a whole group of them all at once. God says He can. He will have a whole church without “spot or wrinkle or any such thing.” Ephesians 5:27. And He is developing this group right now, preparing them to live in the sight of a holy God without a mediator. The only reason you need a mediator with God is because you sin. The only way you can live in the sight of a holy God without a mediator is if you stop sinning. Putting on the wedding garment is the way you become one of those people, because when you have Christ’s righteousness in your soul, you cannot sin. 

Listen to the apostle John. “Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him. Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous.” 1 John 3:6, 7. In other words, those who do not do righteousness are not righteous. 

Listen to that again. “Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not.” If you abide in Christ and Christ abides in you, sin is banished from your soul. You don’t want to sin and ruin your love for Jesus. 
The parable of the wedding garment is a prophecy of the sealing time when God’s people are sealed by settling into the truth so that they cannot be moved. That means that they are having a full time experience with Christ in obedience to His law. It means that Christ is living in them so much that nothing can cause them to send Him out of their hearts; they refuse to sin even by a thought. Every temptation is spurned because Christ lives in them. 

Friends, unless your heart is molded by Christ and His love, you will not be able to have His righteousness in your heart or live by all of the ten commandments and you will not be putting on the wedding garment which gives you the right to sit at the table of the great feast.

Now let us read verse 12. “And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless.”

“The man who came to the feast without a wedding garment represents the condition of many in our world today. They profess to be Christians, and lay claim to the blessings and privileges of the gospel; yet they feel no need of a transformation of character. They have never felt true repentance for sin. They do not realize their need of Christ or exercise faith in Him. They have not overcome their hereditary or cultivated tendencies to wrongdoing. Yet they think that they are good enough in themselves, and they rest upon their own merits instead of trusting in Christ. Hearers of the word, they come to the banquet, but they have not put on the robe of Christ’s righteousness.”

“The life of Christ on earth was a perfect expression of God’s law, and when those who claim to be children of God become Christlike in character, they will be obedient to God’s commandments. Then the Lord can trust them to be of the number who shall compose the family of heaven. Clothed in the glorious apparel of Christ’s righteousness, they have a place at the King’s feast. They have a right to join the blood-washed throng.” That’s from Christ’s Object lessons, page 315.

Verse 13 “Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

This is a prophecy about the destruction of the wicked at the end of the world in the lake of fire. That’s the last place any of us want to be. But in the parable, Jesus is making it very clear that those who don’t have on the wedding garment have only one destination. What an eternal loss that would be! Oh, my friend, don’t reject Christ’s invitation. It is your only hope of salvation. 

Notice the last verse, 14. “For many are called, but few are chosen.” My friends, how do you get chosen? You are called already, but how do you get chosen? To be chosen you must put on the wedding garment. That means that you will live by Christ’s righteousness, which is the priceless robe woven in the loom of heaven and given to every true believer. It is a gift. It is not something you earn. But you must put it on. 

John 1:12 says “As many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.” This power is not in the human agent. It is the power of God that is infused into the soul. When a soul receives Christ, he receives power to live the life of Christ. 
“It is in this life that we are to put on the robe of Christ’s righteousness. This is our only opportunity to form characters for the home which Christ has made ready for those who obey His commandments.” 

“The days of our probation are fast closing. The end is near. To us the warning is given, “Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.” Luke 21:34. Beware lest it find you unready. Take heed lest you be found at the King’s feast without a wedding garment. It said, “Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness …” What is surfeiting? My friends it is overeating. It is the curse of this final generation. Obesity is like a plague and many are affected. When I go into an all you can eat buffet, there are always many people who are near twice the weight God designed them to be. They pile their plates high and refill time and time again.

Friends I was in Kenya, East Africa beck in December 2010. I saw no obesity. These people live in mud houses and they eat fruits, nuts, vegetables and grains. They raise a lot of their own food. They cannot afford to eat the flesh of animals, so they don’t have disease like we have here. They have beautiful teeth and no cavities. A dentist would starve for lack of patients. Kenya is on the equator and it is hot almost the whole year. These are a people who are always walking and getting plenty of exercise. Because of their good diet and plenty of exercise, they are living in bodies that are at the correct weight with very little body fat.  They are some of the most friendly people I have ever met and they love the Lord. Few have electricity and they cannot afford a television. Their idea of a good time is to study God’s word.
Again, the word said “Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness …” This is not only talking about drunkenness from alcohol or illegal drugs, it’s talking about being drunk with the false doctrines taught in churches by unfaithful pastors, drunken with television and movies, drunken with sports and shopping. No time to read the Bible and prepare for the second coming of Jesus. That is what it means to be without a wedding garment.
“In such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.” “Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.” Matthew 24:44; Revelation 16:15. 
Oh friends, I want that wedding garment, don’t you? I know you want it too. It is too important to go another minute without the wedding garment. I pray that you are asking Jesus to give you that special robe today, even now. 
Let us pray. Our Father in Heaven, we need the wedding garment. We don’t want to come to the feast unprepared. We want to be found in the investigation to have the wedding garment on. We don’t deserve it, but you have promised to give it to us so that we will be welcome at the feast of the marriage supper of the Lamb. So give us your grace today we pray, and may your righteousness shine out of our lives in living witness to your power to overcome the devil, and the glory of your character. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

Once again we just get started and the clock says out of time. Tune in to our next broadcast and we will be starting a brand new subject.
End Time messages is sponsored by Victory Everlasting Gospel Church located at 139 Country Lane, 1 mile down from the Cracker Barrel, where you are always invited to worship each Saturday morning, the real Lord’s day at 9:30 for Sabbath School and 11:00 AM for worship hour.
Until next time Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.”   Even so, come Lord Jesus. 

