Moses – An Example for Victory – Part 5 

Sabbath November 27, 2004

Today we will conclude the series in the life of Moses, and how he is, for each of us at Victory, a right example in living a victorious life under the most difficult circumstances. As Moses’ life was basically divided into three parts, most of us may have had similar divisions. The First 40 years – he spent learning to be somebody in Pharaoh’s court, as we learn the importance of getting and education so that we can be successful in our endeavors to be successful, at least as the world defines success. The next 40 years Moses spent learning to be nobody as a shepherd of flocks in Midian, and as we came to Christ we realized the vanity of worldliness and the importance of dying to self. In the final 40 years of Moses’ life, he spent showing everyone that God is everything. For us, if we are willing, we are to answer the gospel commission in a life of service, leading souls to Jesus, as circumstances so allow. Today we will resume where we left off in that third part of the life of Moses.

In short review, Moses with his brother Aaron, under heavenly guidance and protection had in the court of Pharaoh, boldly stated “Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Let my people go.”  With defiance, back came the reply, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice to let Israel go? I know not the LORD, neither will I let Israel go.” 

We looked at 8 plagues that happened in rapid succession, the waters turned to blood, next the plague of frogs, then lice, followed by the plague of venomous flies. Plague #5 was the disease on all the Egyptian cattle that were in the field. Then the plague of painful boils on man and beast, followed by the plague of thunder and hail mingled with fire upon the land of Egypt. Every single time, Pharaoh relented during the plague that was then occurring, but quickly his heart would harden when the plague was removed. We left off with plague #8, a plague of locusts, and again a hard-hearted Pharaoh that changed his mind once more.

This week we pick up with the ninth plague Exodus 10:19-29 “And the LORD turned a mighty strong west wind, which took away the locusts, and cast them into the Red sea; there remained not one locust in all the coasts of Egypt. But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, so that he would not let the children of Israel go. And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even darkness which may be felt. And Moses stretched forth his hand toward heaven; and there was a thick darkness in all the land of Egypt three days: They saw not one another, neither rose any from his place for three days: but all the children of Israel had light in their dwellings.” 

So after the locust plague, there was a sudden darkness which settled on the land, that was so thick and black, that it seemed as though it could be felt. Not only were the people deprived of light, the atmosphere was so oppressive that breathing was difficult. You see the sun and moon were objects of worship to the Egyptians; so it was fitting that this mysterious darkness would fall upon the people, to show them their gods were powerless to reverse this plague, only the God of Moses could do so. Yet fearful as it was, this judgment is an evidence of God's compassion and His unwillingness to destroy. He would give the people time for reflection and repentance before bringing upon them the last and most terrible of the plagues.

Verse 24 “And Pharaoh called unto Moses, and said, Go ye, serve the LORD; only let your flocks and your herds be stayed: let your little ones also go with you.” (It seems that each time Pharaoh does have a change of heart, he wants to set the conditions of their release) “And Moses said, Thou must give us also sacrifices and burnt offerings, that we may sacrifice unto the LORD our God. Our cattle also shall go with us; there shall not an hoof be left behind; for thereof must we take to serve the LORD our God; and we know not with what we must serve the LORD, until we come thither. But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he would not let them go. And Pharaoh said unto him, Get thee from me, take heed to thyself, see my face no more; for in that day thou seest my face thou shalt die. And Moses said, Thou hast spoken well, I will see thy face again no more.”  

The Egyptians regarded Moses with awe. The king dared not harm him, for the people looked upon Moses as alone possessing the power to remove the plagues. They wanted the Israelites to be permitted to leave Egypt, but it was the king and the priests that were opposed to the last of the demands of Moses.

When the demand for Israel's release had been first presented to the king of Egypt, the warning of the most terrible of the plagues had been given. Moses was directed to say to Pharaoh in Exodus 4:22, 23, "Thus saith the Lord, Israel is My son, even My first-born: and I say unto thee, Let My son go, that he may serve Me: and if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay thy son, even thy first-born." 

The judgment of which Egypt had first been warned, was to be the last visited. God is long-suffering and abundant in mercy. He has a tender care for the beings formed in His image. If the loss of their harvests and their flocks and herds had brought Egypt to repentance, the children would not have been smitten. But unlike Ninevah, that did repent, and was spared the terrible judgment, the nation of Egypt had stubbornly resisted the divine command, and now the final blow was about to fall.

Moses had been forbidden, on pain of death, to appear again in Pharaoh's presence; but a last message from God was to be delivered to the rebellious monarch, and again Moses came before him, with the terrible announcement: Exodus 11: 4-10 "Thus saith the Lord, About midnight will I go out into the midst of Egypt: and all the first-born in the land of Egypt shall die, from the first-born of Pharaoh that sitteth upon his throne, even unto the first-born of the maidservant that is behind the mill; and all the first-born of beasts. And there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there was none like it, nor shall be like it any more. But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, against man or beast: that ye may know that the Lord doth put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel. And all these thy servants shall come down unto me, and bow down themselves unto me, saying, Get thee out, and all the people that follow thee: and after that I will go out. And he went out from Pharaoh in a great anger. And the LORD said unto Moses, Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you; that my wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt. And Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh: and the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, so that he would not let the children of Israel go out of his land."  

Before the execution of this sentence the Lord through Moses gave direction to the children of Israel in Exodus chapter 12, concerning their departure from Egypt, and especially for their preservation from the coming judgment. Each family, alone or in connection with others, was to slay a lamb or a kid "without blemish," and with a bunch of hyssop sprinkle its blood on "the two side posts and on the upper doorpost" of the house, that the destroying angel, coming at midnight, might not enter that dwelling. They were to eat the flesh roasted, with unleavened bread and bitter herbs, at night, as Moses said, "with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the Lord's Passover."  

     The Lord declared in Exodus 12:12,13: "I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the first-born in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment. . . . And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt." 

     In commemoration of this great deliverance a feast was to be observed yearly by the people of Israel in all future generations. Verse 14, "This day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the Lord throughout your generations: ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance forever." As they should keep the feast in future years, they were to repeat to their children the story of this great deliverance, as Moses bade them: "Ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the Lord's Passover, who passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when He smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses."
The Passover was to be both commemorative and typical, not only pointing back to the deliverance from Egypt, but forward to the greater deliverance which Christ was to accomplish in freeing His people from the bondage of sin. The sacrificial lamb represents "the Lamb of God," in whom is our only hope of salvation. Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 5:7, "Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us." It was not enough that the paschal lamb be slain; its blood must be sprinkled upon the doorposts; so the merits of Christ's blood must be applied to the soul. We must believe, not only that He died for the world, but that He died for us individually. We must appropriate to ourselves the virtue of the atoning sacrifice.

The hyssop used in sprinkling the blood was the symbol of purification. It was used in the cleansing of the leper and of those defiled by contact with the dead. In the psalmist's prayer also its significance is seen Psalm 51:7: "Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow." 

     The lamb was to be prepared whole, not a bone of it being broken: so not a bone was to be broken of the Lamb of God, who was to die for us. This was to represent also the completeness of Christ's sacrifice.

     The flesh was to be eaten. It is not enough even that we believe on Christ for the forgiveness of sin; we must by faith be constantly receiving spiritual strength and nourishment from Him through His word. Said Jesus in John 6:53, 54, "Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath eternal life." And to explain His meaning He said in Verse 63, "The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life." 

Jesus accepted His Father's law, wrought out its principles in His life, manifested its spirit, and showed its beneficent power in the heart. Says the beloved apostle in John 1:14, "The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth." The followers of Christ must be partakers of His experience. They must receive and assimilate the word of God, so that it shall become the motive power of life and action. By the power of Christ they must be changed into His likeness, and reflect the divine attributes. They must eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of God, or there is no life in them. The spirit and work of Christ must become the spirit and work of His disciples today.

The lamb was to be eaten with bitter herbs, as pointing back to the bitterness of the bondage in Egypt. So when we feed upon Christ, it should be with contrition of heart, because of our sins. The use of unleavened bread also was significant. It was expressly enjoined in the law of the Passover, and as strictly observed by the Jews in their practice, that no leaven should be found in their houses during the feast. In like manner the leaven of sin must be put away from all who would receive life and nourishment from Christ. So Paul writes to the Corinthian church in 1 Corinthians 5:7, 8, "Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump. . . . For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us: therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth." 

Before obtaining freedom, the Israelites must show their faith in the great deliverance about to be accomplished. The token of blood must be placed upon their houses, and they must separate themselves and their families from the Egyptians, and gather within their own dwellings. Had they disregarded in any particular the directions given them, had they neglected to separate their children from the Egyptians, had they slain the lamb, but failed to strike the doorpost with blood, or had any gone out of their houses, they would not have been secure. And listen church, they might have honestly believed that they had done all that was necessary, but their sincerity would not have saved them. All who failed to heed the Lord's directions would lose their first-born by the hand of the destroyer. 

     By obedience the people were to give evidence of their faith. So all who hope to be saved by the merits of the blood of Christ should realize that they themselves have something to do in securing their salvation. While it is Christ only that can redeem us from the penalty of transgression, we are to turn from sin to obedience. Man is to be saved by faith, not by works; yet his faith must be shown by his works. God has given His Son to die as a propitiation for sin, He has manifested the light of truth, the way of life, He has given facilities, ordinances, and privileges; and now man must co-operate with these saving agencies; he must appreciate and use the helps that God has provided--believe and obey all the divine requirements.  {PP 279.1}

We pick up the story in Exodus 12:26-38 “And it shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto you, What mean ye by this service? That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the LORD'S passover, who passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses. And the people bowed the head and worshipped. And the children of Israel went away, and did as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so did they. And it came to pass, that at midnight the LORD smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the captive that was in the dungeon; and all the firstborn of cattle. And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one dead. And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Rise up, and get you forth from among my people, both ye and the children of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as ye have said. Also take your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; and bless me also. And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might send them out of the land in haste; for they said, We be all dead men.” (Verse 35) “And the children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto them such things as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians. And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand on foot that were men, beside children. And a mixed multitude went up also with them; and flocks, and herds, even very much cattle.”
That day completed the history revealed to Abraham in prophetic vision centuries before: As we will read in Genesis 15:13, 14 "Thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; and also that nation, whom they serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great substance." 

The four hundred years had been fulfilled. Exodus 12:51  "And it came to pass the selfsame day, that the Lord did bring the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their armies." In their departure from Egypt the Israelites bore with them a precious legacy, in the bones of Joseph, which had so long awaited the fulfillment of God's promise, and which, during the dark years of bondage, had been a reminder of Israel's deliverance.  {PP 281.4}

There is much more in the life of Moses, as he had to faithfully lead God’s people for forty more years under trying and difficult circumstances. As we know from scripture, except for yielding to human weakness a few times, Moses performed his service to God with great honor, patience and endurance. And although when he came to the end of his sojourn in life, he was denied entrance to the earthly, promised land as a direct result of his previous failing, God would allow Moses to view it from a distance. 

Turn to Deuteronomy 34:1-7   “And Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto the mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over against Jericho. And the LORD showed him all the land of Gilead, unto Dan,  And all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah, unto the utmost sea,  And the south, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, unto Zoar.  And the LORD said unto him, This is the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither.  So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD.  And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Bethpeor: but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day.  And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when he died: his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated.”  

Some feel God was not just with this man who had served him so well, but friends, Moses was only denied an earthly reward as a punishment for his failing to follow one particular instruction, allowing passion to gain control of a situation. But God did reward this man with resurrection and entrance to the Heavenly Canaan, and we know this to be fact for in Matthew 17:1-3 it reads “And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart,  

And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him.”

Jesus is coming again and we know that, like the Israelites hastily preparing for their departure from Egypt, we must now make haste in our preparations to depart this world. Everything is now falling into place, and the anticipated passing of the national Sunday law will happen very soon. There will be a trying time as the great time of trouble lies just ahead for God’s people. Next Sabbath I will begin a series that I believe, will be the most important messages I have ever given at Victory. “The Preparation of God’s People For the Final Crisis.” 

In 9T page 11, friends, with God there is no such thing as coincidence. This quote is from 9-11. “The agencies of evil are combining their forces and consolidating. They are strengthening for the last great crisis. Great changes are soon to take place in our world, and the final movements will be rapid ones.”

And this from GC 620,621 “The season of distress and anguish before us will require a faith that can endure weariness, delay, and hunger--a faith that will not faint though severely tried. The period of probation is granted to all to prepare for that time.” “Those who delay a preparation for the day of God cannot obtain it in the time of trouble or at any subsequent time. The case of all such is hopeless.”
Brothers and sisters, we cannot hope to be saved if we have one spot or wrinkle in our characters. We must wear the robe of Christ’s righteousness in order to stand acceptable before the throne of God. The wedding garment is one’s character. And so in my next two messages we will zero in on what God would have us know about the Luciferian characteristics, so common in His people today, that must be dealt with, and must be eliminated.

I read this from COL 154, listen with your understanding “There is nothing so offensive to God or so dangerous to the human soul as pride and self-sufficiency. Of all sins it is the most hopeless, the most incurable.” We all have a measure of it, and we must be emptied of it.

And this from 6T 606-607 “Those who have sharp, rough traits of character are guilty before God if they do not, by training, repress and root out all the bitterness of their nature. The man who yields to impatience is serving Satan.” Impatience and temper also must go.

I close with this from 3T 474 “Praise should not be given or expected; for this will have a tendency to foster self-confidence rather than to increase humility, to corrupt rather than to purify.” Same volume page 185 “If you would have your souls clean from the blood of all men, never flatter, never praise the efforts of poor mortals; for it may prove their ruin.”

Pride, impatience and the tendency to praise or flatter mortal man, are all but a few of the tendencies that the world teaches are good characteristics. But brothers and sisters they are some of the character flaws that brought Lucifer down, and Satan wants us to possess them.

But in the eyes of God, such behavior has no place in His kingdom.  “The Preparation of God’s People For the Final Crisis” part 1, next Sabbath.

Shall we stand and sing our closing hymn…
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