VICTORY EVERLASTING GOSPEL CHURCH
“HIS MERCY ENDURETH FOREVER”

December 1, 2007
Opening Hymn: P. 528 A SHELTER IN THE TIME OF STORM
Opening prayer:

  Please turn in your bibles to Psalms 136. We will read it responsively. I will read the opening of each verse and the audience will read the closing phrase which is repeated for all twenty (26) verses. This is known by the Jews as the Great Hallel and was used as a refrain by the Temple Choir.
I.  Psalms 136 Read responsively.
  136:1 O give thanks unto the LORD; for [he is] good: for his mercy [endureth] for ever.  

  136:2 O give thanks unto the God of gods: for his mercy [endureth] for ever.  

  136:3 O give thanks to the Lord of lords: for his mercy [endureth] for ever.  

  136:4 To him who alone doeth great wonders: for his mercy [endureth] for ever.  

  136:5 To him that by wisdom made the heavens: for his mercy [endureth] for ever.  

  136:6 To him that stretched out the earth above the waters: for his mercy [endureth] for ever.  

  136:7 To him that made great lights: for his mercy [endureth] for ever:  

  136:8 The sun to rule by day: for his mercy [endureth] for ever:  

  136:9 The moon and stars to rule by night: for his mercy [endureth] for ever.  

  136:10 To him that smote Egypt in their firstborn: for his mercy [endureth] for ever:  

  136:11 And brought out Israel from among them: for his mercy [endureth] for ever:  

  136:12 With a strong hand, and with a stretched out arm: for his mercy [endureth] for ever.  

  136:13 To him which divided the Red sea into parts: for his mercy [endureth] for ever:  

  136:14 And made Israel to pass through the midst of it: for his mercy [endureth] for ever:  

  136:15 But overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red sea: for his mercy [endureth] for ever.  

  136:16 To him which led his people through the wilderness: for his mercy [endureth] for ever.  

  136:17 To him which smote great kings: for his mercy [endureth] for ever:  

  136:18 And slew famous kings: for his mercy [endureth] for ever:  

  136:19 Sihon king of the Amorites: for his mercy [endureth] for ever:  

  136:20 And Og the king of Bashan: for his mercy [endureth] for ever:  

  136:21And gave their land for an heritage: for his mercy [endureth] for ever:  

  136:22 [Even] an heritage unto Israel his servant: for his mercy [endureth] for ever.  

  136:23 Who remembered us in our low estate: for his mercy [endureth] for ever:  

  136:24 And hath redeemed us from our enemies: for his mercy [endureth] for ever.  

  136:25 Who giveth food to all flesh: for his mercy [endureth] for ever.  

  136:26 O give thanks unto the God of heaven: for his mercy [endureth] for ever.









The very first time I read that Psalms, I have wanted to hear this refrain done like that. It has a beautiful poetic melody. Thanks for participating. 
II. Summary of Psalms 136 in six complete thoughts.

A. The Lord, God of gods, Lords of Lords (verses 1-3) Who God is.
B. Great wonders, wisdom, creation, lights, sun, moon, stars (verses 4-9) Reminds me of Genesis and the 4th Commandment.
C. Saved Israelites from Egypt (verses 10-16)

D. Great Kings Destroyed (verses 17-24)

E. Manna from Heaven (verse 25)

F. Closing very similar to the opening (verse 26)

III. Definition of mercy translated chesed which means “divine love.” Mercy is a form of love determined by the state or condition of its objects. Their state is one of suffering and need, while they may be unworthy or ill-deserving. Mercy is at once the disposition of love respecting such, and the kindly ministry of love for their relief. Mercy is a Christian grace and is very strongly urged toward all men. Mercy …when you don’t get what you deserve. (Ungers Bible Dictionary)

IV. Grace (Ungers Bible Dictionary)





Grace is what God may be free to do, and indeed what he does, accordingly, for the lost after Christ has died on behalf of them. It is thus apparent that God’s grace is to be distinguished from His mercy and love. Ephesians 2:4   But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,  2:5   Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;).  









Mercy is therefore the compassion of God that moved Him to provide a Savior for the unsaved. Had God been able to save even one soul on the ground of His sovereign mercy alone, He could have saved every person on that basis, and the death of Christ would not have been a necessity. Divine love on the other hand is the motivating plan behind all that God does in saving a soul. But since God is holy and righteous, and sin is a complete offense to Him, His love or His mercy cannot operate in grace until there is provided a sufficient satisfaction for sin.


This satisfaction makes possible the exercise of God’s grace. Grace thus rules out all human merit.  It requires only faith in the savior. Any intermixture of human merit violates grace. God’s grace thus provides not only salvation but safety and preservation for the one saved. Despite his imperfections. Grace perfects…the saved one in the sight of God as long as he maintains his position “in Christ.
V. Grace versus Mercy Explanation





Mercy…when you don’t get what you deserve.


Grace…when you get what you don’t deserve. (Repeat)

VI. The Day When Mercy Ran Out.





Verse 10 To him that smote Egypt in their firstborn.

Verse 15 But overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea.










Verse 17 To him that smote great kings.



Verse 18 And slew famous kings.





Verse 19 Sihon King of the Amorites. Turn to Numbers 21: 21  And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon king of the Amorites, saying,  21:22   Let me pass through thy land: we will not turn into the fields, or into the vineyards; we will not drink [of] the waters of the well: [but] we will go along by the king's [high] way, until we be past thy borders.  21:23   And Sihon would not suffer Israel to pass through his border: but Sihon gathered all his people together, and went out against Israel into the wilderness: and he came to Jahaz, and fought against Israel.  21:24   And Israel smote him with the edge of the sword, and possessed his land from Arnon unto Jabbok, even unto the children of Ammon: for the border of the children of Ammon [was] strong.  21:25   And Israel took all these cities: and Israel dwelt in all the cities of the Amorites, in Heshbon, and in all the villages thereof.  21:26   For Heshbon [was] the city of Sihon the king of the Amorites, who had fought against the former king of Moab, and taken all his land out of his hand, even unto Arnon.   21:27   Wherefore they that speak in proverbs say, Come into Heshbon, let the city of Sihon be built and prepared:   21:28   For there is a fire gone out of Heshbon, a flame from the city of Sihon: it hath consumed Ar of Moab, [and] the lords of the high places of Arnon.   21:29   Woe to thee, Moab! thou art undone, O people of Chemosh: he hath given his sons that escaped, and his daughters, into captivity unto Sihon king of the Amorites.  21:30   We have shot at them; Heshbon is perished even unto Dibon, and we have laid them waste even unto Nophah, which [reacheth] unto Medeba.  21:31   Thus Israel dwelt in the land of the Amorites.   21:32   And Moses sent to spy out Jaazer, and they took the villages thereof, and drove out the Amorites that [were] there. 





Verse 20 And Og the King of Bashon. Back to Numbers 21:33   And they turned and went up by the way of Bashan: and Og the king of Bashan went out against them, he, and all his people, to the battle at Edrei.  21:34   And the LORD said unto Moses, Fear him not: for I have delivered him into thy hand, and all his people, and his land; and thou shalt do to him as thou didst unto Sihon king of the Amorites, which dwelt at Heshbon.  21:35   So they smote him, and his sons, and all his people, until there was none left him alive: and they possessed his land. 
VII. When Grace & Mercy are No More! 


Revelation 14: 14:9  And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive [his] mark in his forehead, or in his hand,  14:10   The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: 14:11   And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.  


Victory Everlasting Gospel Church, we have a responsibility to warn everyone using the three angles messages. Just as mercy ran out in Noah’s time, in the time of Sodom and Gomorrah, when the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed, surely the time will soon come when Grace and Mercy will be no more!
CLOSING PRAYER:

Closing Hymn: P. 530 IT IS WELL WITH MY SOUL.
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