Prison Ministry
Lesson Handout – December 1, 2007
What Must I do to be Saved? Part 3
Parts of this study have come from the book “Steps to Christ” by E.G. White 

Over the last two weeks we studied that on the road to salvation a sinner must first feel the need of Christ. They are not naturally drawn to Christ. The heart must be in a condition so that it can be responsive to the drawing power of the Holy Spirit which leads the sinner to:           

REPENTANCE.

Acts 3:19 “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out…”  Repentance includes sorrow for sin and a turning away from it. The second step on the path to salvation:

CONFESSION.

Proverbs 28:13 says, “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” 1 John 1:9 states clearly, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 
The third step is:

CONSECRATION.

Jeremiah 29:13, God's promise is, "Ye shall seek Me, and find Me, when ye shall search for Me with all your heart."
Whatever shall draw away the heart from God must be given up. We cannot be half the Lord's and half the worlds. We are not God's children unless we are such entirely. The scripture is clear in 1 John 2:15 – 17,   “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.”  

When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind becomes one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to Him; we live His life. We will have:
FAITH and ACCEPTANCE
Do not wait to feel that you are made whole, but say, "I believe it; it is so, not because I feel it, but because God has promised."  

Jesus said in Mark 11:24, "What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them." Romans 8:1, "There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." 

Hebrews 10:38, “Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.” Colossians 2:6 “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:” Having come this far we will undergo the next step:
THE TEST OF DISIPLESHIP
2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”  

     Those who become new creatures in Christ Jesus will bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, found in Galatians 5:22, 23. “…love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." They will no longer yield to the former lusts, but by the faith of the Son of God they will follow in His steps, reflect His character, and purify themselves even as He is pure. Love is of God. The unconsecrated heart cannot originate or produce it. It is found only in the heart where Jesus reigns. 1 John 4:19, "We love him, because he first loved us." 

Obedience--the service and allegiance of love--is the true sign of discipleship. The Scripture says in 1 John 5:3; "This is the love of God, that we keep His commandments." And in 1 John 2:4, "He that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him." Instead of releasing man from obedience, it is faith, and faith only, that makes us partakers of the grace of Christ, which enables us to render obedience which is the fruit of faith. 1 John 3:5, 6 says, "Ye know that He was manifested to take away our sins; and in Him is no sin. Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen Him, neither known Him." 1 John 3:7 "Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as He is righteous." Righteousness is defined by the standard of God's holy law, as expressed in the ten precepts given on Sinai.  


Ephesians 2:8; "By grace are ye saved through faith." But, James 2:17, "…faith, if it hath not works, is dead …” The Scripture says, 1 John 2:3-6, "Hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. . . . He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so to walk even as He walked." 1 Peter 2:21, "Because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow His steps." 

     The condition of eternal life is now just what it always has been,--just what it was in Paradise before the fall of our first parents,--perfect obedience to the law of God, perfect righteousness. Galatians 2:20, "The life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me." 

Now, What Must I do to be Saved? Part 3
BAPTISM

Is baptism really essential? Mark 16:16, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” There is only one acceptable method of baptism according to Ephesians 4:5 “One Lord, one faith, one baptism.” Jesus our example in all things was baptized by immersion in Mark 1:9, 10 “And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan. And straightway coming up out of the water.”
What must a person do to prepare for baptism? A person should do three simple things prior to baptism. A. Learn God’s requirements. Matthew 28:19, 20 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them…” “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:…” B. Believe the truth of God’s Word. Mark 16:16 “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, …” C. Repent of and turn away from his sins and experience conversion. Acts 2:38 “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, …” Acts 3:19 “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, …”

How soon should a person be baptized? Philip, a deacon and leader in the early church, baptized the treasurer of Ethiopia by immersion, according to Acts 8:38, 39. “And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.  And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.” According to verses 30-35, Philip first spent time teaching the man prior to baptism. It is true that baptism is an urgent matter for a converted sinner as we read in Acts 22:16 “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” Baptism is a public testimony that the repentant sinner has been forgiven and cleansed by Jesus and that his sinful, traitorous past is buried in the watery grave.
A person should not delay baptism thinking that he must be sure he will never slip and fall; as it is like saying a baby should never try to walk until certain that he will never slip and fall. A new Christian is a new-born babe in Christ. This is why the conversion experience is called the “new birth.” The ugly sinful past no longer exists for a child of God, as that past has been forgiven and forgotten by God. God judges us on our attitude and the trend of our life, rather than on a few slips and falls we may experience as immature Christians. 

Baptism is not the graduation, but it should not be entered into too soon either. Basic instruction is important as too many people have been baptized before conversion and they come up from the water a wet sinner with their carnal nature intact. 
How long does it take to prepare for baptism? That depends on the person. Some grasp things more quickly than others, but in most cases, preparation can be made in short order. Conversion is the key. Here are some Bible examples: A. Ethiopian treasurer – Acts 8:26-39 – Baptized the same day he heard truth. B. Philippian jailer and his family – Acts 16:23-34. Baptized the same night they heard truth. C. Saul of Tarsus – Acts 9:1-18 – Baptized three days after Jesus spoke to him on the road to Damascus. D. Cornelius – Acts 10:1-48 – Baptized same day he heard truth. Conclusion: At conversion, God forgives and forgets our past; God miraculously transforms us into spiritual beings; God adopts us as His own sons and daughters. Certainly no truly converted person would want to delay baptism, which in effect publicly pays tribute to Jesus for working all these miracles in our lives. For more information on the subject of Baptism ask for the handout lesson from April 28, 2007.
GROWING UP INTO CHRIST
Those who are just converted to Christ are, "as new-born babes," (1 Peter 2:2) to "grow up" (Ephesians 4:15) to the stature of men and women in Christ Jesus. It is only through the life which God Himself has imparted, that either plant or animal can live. So it is only through the life from God that spiritual life is begotten in the hearts of men. Unless a man is "born from above," (John 3:3) he cannot become a partaker of the life which Christ came to give. 

In the matchless gift of His Son, God has encircled the whole world with an atmosphere of grace as real as the air which circulates around the globe. All who choose to breathe this life-giving atmosphere will live and grow up to the stature of men and women in Christ Jesus.


Jesus said, "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in Me. . . . Without Me ye can do nothing." John 15:4, 5. You are just as dependent upon Christ, in order to live a holy life, as is the branch upon the parent stock for growth and fruitfulness. Apart from Him you have no life. You have no power to resist temptation or to grow in grace and holiness. Abiding in Him, you may flourish. Drawing your life from Him, you will not wither nor be fruitless.


Many have an idea that they must do some part of the work alone. They have trusted in Christ for the forgiveness of sin, but now they seek by their own efforts to live aright. But every such effort must fail. Jesus says, "Without Me ye can do nothing." Our growth in grace, our joy, our usefulness,--all depend upon our union with Christ. It is by communion with Him, daily, hourly,--by abiding in Him, --that we are to grow in grace. He is not only the Author, but the Finisher of our faith. It is Christ first and last and always. He is to be with us, not only at the beginning and the end of our course, but at every step of the way.


By faith you became Christ's, and by faith you are to grow up in Him--by giving and taking. You are to give all,--your heart, your will, your service,--give yourself to Him to obey all His requirements; and you must take all,--Christ, the fullness of all blessing, to abide in your heart, to be your strength, your righteousness, your everlasting helper,--to give you power to obey.


A life in Christ is a life of restfulness. There may be no ecstasy of feeling, but there should be an abiding, peaceful trust. Your hope is not in yourself; it is in Christ. Your weakness is united to His strength, your ignorance to His wisdom, your frailty to His enduring might. So you are not to look to yourself, not to let the mind dwell upon self, but look to Christ. Let the mind dwell upon His love, upon the beauty, the perfection, of His character. Christ in His self-denial, Christ in His humiliation, Christ in His purity and holiness, Christ in His matchless love --this is the subject for the soul's contemplation. It is by loving Him, copying Him, depending wholly upon Him, that you are to be transformed into His likeness.


We should not make self the center and indulge anxiety and fear as to whether we shall be saved. All this turns the soul away from the Source of our strength. Commit the keeping of your soul to God, and trust in Him. Talk and think of Jesus. Let self be lost in Him. Put away all doubt; dismiss your fears. Say with the apostle Paul, "I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me." Galatians 2:20.


The disciples were men "subject to like passions as we are." James 5:17. They had the same battle with sin to fight. They needed the same grace, in order to live a holy life.


When Christ abides in the heart, the whole nature is transformed. Christ's Spirit, His love, softens the heart, subdues the soul, and raises the thoughts and desires toward God and heaven.


All that Christ was to the disciples, He desires to be to His children today; for in that last prayer, with the little band of disciples gathered about Him, He said, "Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on Me through their word." John 17:20.  

     Jesus prayed for us, and He asked that we might be one with Him, even as He is one with the Father. What a union is this! The Saviour has said of Himself, "The Son can do nothing of Himself;" "the Father that dwelleth in Me, He doeth the works." John 5:19; 14:10. Then if Christ is dwelling in our hearts, He will work in us "both to will and to do of His good pleasure." Philippians 2:13. We shall work as He worked; we shall manifest the same spirit. And thus, loving Him and abiding in Him, we shall "grow up into Him in all things, which is the head, even Christ." Ephesians 4:15.

WORKING FOR CHRIST

Wherever the life of God is in the hearts of men, it will flow out to others in love and blessing.  Love to Jesus will be manifested in a desire to work as He worked for the blessing and uplifting of humanity. It will lead to love, tenderness, and sympathy toward all the creatures of our heavenly Father's care.
     The Saviour's life on earth was not a life of ease and devotion to Himself, but He toiled with persistent, earnest, untiring effort for the salvation of lost mankind. From the manger to Calvary He followed the path of self-denial and sought not to be released from arduous tasks, painful travels and exhausting care and labor. He said, "The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many." Matthew 20:28.


So those who are the partakers of the grace of Christ will be ready to make any sacrifice, that others for whom He died may share the heavenly gift. They will do all they can to make the world better for their stay in it. This spirit is the sure outgrowth of a soul truly converted. No sooner does one come to Christ than there is born in his heart a desire to make known to others what a precious friend he has found in Jesus; the saving and sanctifying truth cannot be shut up in his heart. If we are clothed with the righteousness of Christ and are filled with the joy of His indwelling Spirit, we shall not be able to hold our peace.


The spirit of unselfish labor for others gives depth, stability, and Christlike loveliness to the character, and brings peace and happiness to its possessor. The aspirations are elevated. There is no room for sloth or selfishness. Those who thus exercise the Christian graces will grow and will become strong to work for God. They will have clear spiritual perceptions, a steady, growing faith, and an increased power in prayer. Those who thus devote themselves to unselfish effort for the good of others are most surely working out their own salvation.  


The church of Christ is God's appointed agency for the salvation of men. Its mission is to carry the gospel to the world. And the obligation rests upon all Christians. Everyone, to the extent of his talent and opportunity, is to fulfill the Saviour's commission. The love of Christ, revealed to us, makes us debtors to all who know Him not. God has given us light, not for ourselves alone, but to shed upon them.

A KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

The Bible was not written for the scholar alone; on the contrary, it was designed for the common people. The great truths necessary for salvation are made as clear as noonday; and none will mistake and lose their way except those who follow their own judgment instead of the plainly revealed will of God.

     We should not take the testimony of any man as to what the Scriptures teach, but should study the words of God for ourselves. If we allow others to do our thinking, we shall have crippled energies and contracted abilities. The noble powers of the mind may be so dwarfed by lack of exercise on themes worthy of their concentration as to lose their ability to grasp the deep meaning of the word of God. The mind will enlarge if it is employed in tracing out the relation of the subjects of the Bible, comparing scripture with scripture and spiritual things with spiritual.  

     There is nothing more calculated to strengthen the intellect than the study of the Scriptures. No other book is so potent to elevate the thoughts, to give vigor to the faculties, as the broad, ennobling truths of the Bible. If God's word were studied as it should be, men would have a breadth of mind, a nobility of character, and a stability of purpose rarely seen in these times.

We cannot obtain wisdom without earnest attention and prayerful study. Some portions of Scripture are indeed too plain to be misunderstood, but there are others whose meaning does not lie on the surface to be seen at a glance. Scripture must be compared with scripture. There must be careful research and prayerful reflection. And such study will be richly repaid.


Never should the Bible be studied without prayer. Before opening its pages we should ask for the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit, and it will be given. The Spirit of truth is the only effectual teacher of divine truth. How must God esteem the human race, since He gave His Son to die for them and appoints His Spirit to be man's teacher and continual guide!

THE NECESSITY AND PRIVILEGE OF PRAYER

Prayer is the opening of the heart to God as to a friend. Prayer does not bring God down to us, but brings us up to Him. When Jesus was upon the earth, He taught His disciples how to pray. He directed them to present their daily needs before God, and to cast all their care upon Him. And the assurance He gave them that their petitions should be heard, is assurance also to us.  

     Jesus Himself, while He dwelt among men, was often in prayer. Our Saviour identified Himself with our needs and weakness, in that He became a suppliant, a petitioner, seeking from His Father fresh supplies of strength, that He might come forth braced for duty and trial. He is our example in all things. He is a brother in our infirmities, "in all points tempted like as we are;" but as the sinless one His nature recoiled from evil; He endured struggles and torture of soul in a world of sin. His humanity made prayer a necessity and a privilege. He found comfort and joy in communion with His Father. And if the Saviour of men, the Son of God, felt the need of prayer, how much more should feeble, sinful mortals feel the necessity of fervent, constant prayer. Prayer is the key in the hand of faith to unlock heaven's storehouse, where are treasured the boundless resources of Omnipotence.


Without unceasing prayer and diligent watching we are in danger of growing careless and of deviating from the right path. The adversary seeks continually to obstruct the way to the mercy seat, that we may not by earnest supplication and faith obtain grace and power to resist temptation.

     There are certain conditions upon which we may expect that God will hear and answer our prayers. One of the first of these is that we feel our need of help from Him. He has promised, "I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground." Isaiah 44:3. Those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, who long after God, may be sure that they will be filled. The heart must be open to the Spirit's influence, or God's blessing cannot be received.


If we regard iniquity in our hearts, if we cling to any known sin, the Lord will not hear us; but the prayer of the penitent, contrite soul is always accepted. When all known wrongs are righted, we may believe that God will answer our petitions. Our own merit will never commend us to the favor of God; it is the worthiness of Jesus that will save us, His blood that will cleanse us; yet we have a work to do in complying with the conditions of acceptance.

Another element of prevailing prayer is faith. "He that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him." Hebrews 11:6. Jesus said to His disciples, "What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them." Mark 11:24. Do we take Him at His word?  

     The assurance is broad and unlimited, and He is faithful who has promised. When we do not receive the very things we asked for, at the time we ask, we are still to believe that the Lord hears and that He will answer our prayers. We are so erring and short-sighted that we sometimes ask for things that would not be a blessing to us, and our heavenly Father in love answers our prayers by giving us that which will be for our highest good--that which we ourselves would desire if with vision divinely enlightened we could see all things as they really are. When our prayers seem not to be answered, we are to cling to the promise; for the time of answering will surely come, and we shall receive the blessing we need most. But to claim that prayer will always be answered in the very way and for the particular thing that we desire, is presumption.


God often supplies our needs, but not always our wants. The scripture says, “…no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.” Psalm 84:11


If we take counsel with our doubts and fears, or try to solve everything that we cannot see clearly, before we have faith, perplexities will only increase and deepen. But if we come to God, feeling helpless and dependent, as we really are, and in humble, trusting faith make known our wants to Him whose knowledge is infinite, who sees everything in creation, and who governs everything by His will and word, He can and will attend to our cry, and will let light shine into our hearts. Through sincere prayer we are brought into connection with the mind of the Infinite.


Perseverance in prayer has been made a condition of receiving. We must pray always if we would grow in faith and experience. We are to be "instant in prayer," to "continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving." Romans 12:12; Colossians 4:2. Peter exhorts believers to be "sober, and watch unto prayer." 1 Peter 4:7. Paul directs, "In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God." Philippians 4:6. "But ye, beloved," says Jude, "praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God." Jude 20, 21.


By calm, simple faith the soul holds communion with God and gathers to itself rays of divine light to strengthen and sustain it in the conflict with Satan. God is our tower of strength. Satan cannot overcome him whose heart is thus stayed upon God. We may close every door to impure imaginings and unholy thoughts by lifting the soul into the presence of God through sincere prayer.


We may keep so near to God that in every unexpected trial our thoughts will turn to Him as naturally as the flower turns to the sun.       Keep your wants, your joys, your sorrows, your cares, and your fears before God. You cannot burden Him; you cannot weary Him.


We need to praise God more "for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men." Psalm 107:8. Our devotional exercises should not consist wholly in asking and receiving. Let us not be always thinking of our wants and never of the benefits we receive. We do not pray any too much, but we are too sparing of giving thanks. We are the constant recipients of God's mercies, and yet how little gratitude we express, how little we praise Him for what He has done for us.


The Lord would have all His sons and daughters happy, peaceful, and obedient. Jesus says, "My peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid." "These things have I spoken unto you, that My joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full." John 14:27; 15:11
This is handout number 56. 

I regret to inform you, if you do not already know, I have lost my right to be a volunteer. There are rules regarding a volunteer that must be closely followed and failure to do so would cause a forfeiture of one’s right to be a volunteer. It has never been my desire to fall out of compliance with those rules, but I did so on two prior occasions and was sufficiently warned. The one oversight on my part that caused the third strike was that I was mailing handouts to inmates around the state which was in violation of a no personal contact rule.
If my status as a volunteer is ever reinstated, there will be a continuing sequence of studies in God’s Word. Unfortunately I will not be able to mail handouts to any inmate, as the D.O.C. rules forbid personal contact with any inmates at any institution. The only exception will be my personal contact at Mecklenburg CC on the nights I teach. God bless you all and dedicate your lives to His service as Jesus is coming soon. There is nothing sadder then to have lived in this life and to have squandered the opportunity to be saved. It is our choice.

In His service I am,

Pastor Richard Vaughn
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