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Adventism in Crisis – Part 1 

(Powerpoint Presentation)
Sabbath December 3, 2005
Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church

My brothers and sisters, the sermon I present today will be somewhat of a solemn message, but solemn only to those who are not preparing. It is titled
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Adventism in Crisis. Shall we pray…
Over the past several weeks, God has given me opportunity to read several books. I am more convinced now than ever, that we are living in the final days, when probation will soon end for all mankind. Of course the passage of the National Sunday law will precede the end of probation, but don’t be surprised as it will soon be upon us and that will commence the “Little Time of Trouble.”
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· I look at our denomination and this world and this quote from the Spirit of Prophecy, Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 28, describes where we are, “Transgression has almost reached its limit. Confusion fills the world, and a great terror is soon to come upon human beings. The end is very near. We who know the truth should be preparing for what is soon to break upon the world as an overwhelming surprise.”
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From my studies I have concluded that at the foundation of the problem in Adventism today is The New Theology. But brothers and sisters, the New Theology is nothing more than
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The Old Errors. Apostasy started coming into the church after the first century Apostolic Church, through many false doctrines.
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The wise one Solomon said in Ecclesiastes 1:9 “The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun.”  
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So what is the origin of this so called, “New Theology”, and why should I be concerned? We will look at the origin in a minute, but my brothers and sisters, the choices you make as to what doctrine you embrace can have eternal consequences. Today we are exploring extremely important information.
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Our Only Safety is to be plugged in to God’s Word. We read this in 2 Timothy 2:15, “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”
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I will be giving this week’s sermon in 4 parts. 

1. How errors crept into the Christian Church shortly after the first century.
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2. The apostasy in the SDA Church in the early years.
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3. Satan’s attack on the SDA Church through corrupted scriptures.
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And #4. Satan’s attack on the SDA Church through New Theology. 
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For part number 1, “How errors crept into the Christian Church shortly after the first century.” We look back to the fourth century.
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The worst errors were started by a man named Augustine, born in North Africa in 354 AD.  His mother was a Christian, his father was a pagan follower on Manichaeism, an offshoot of Zoroastrianism. Augustine was nurtured in this pagan religion. In his twenty’s, he went to Italy, studied under Ambrose and became a Christian. 
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His theological concepts were influenced by the pagan concepts from his youth. Many of the great theological errors in the Roman Catholic Church today, were instigated by Augustinian heresies.
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Each of Augustine’s unscriptural conclusions was a logical deduction from Augustine’s false premise, based upon his heathen belief that God does not permit man the power of free choice. 
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He discovered in the Bible the fact that some would be saved in the kingdom and some would be lost. To accommodate this truth into his theological concepts, Augustine introduced the following errors:
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Predestination -  God has preordained the eternal destiny of every individual, some to eternal salvation, some to eternal damnation. 

Once Saved, Always Saved -  Since God is absolute and unchangeable, the predestined ones to eternal salvation could never be lost.
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Sin and Live – Therefore, for those who were predestined to be saved, no longer was victory over sin of any consequence to salvation. 

The Concept of Original Sin -  Man was not only guilty of his own sin, but also the very sin of Adam, therefore sin was a state of being, and not dependent on keeping the commandments.
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Christ Had the Unfallen Nature of Adam -  Since Christ could never be described as sinful, he concluded that he had an altogether different nature from man. 

The Immaculate Conception -  Since Jesus had the unfallen nature of Adam, it led the Catholic Church to espouse this blasphemous doctrine, which says Mary was born of the Holy Ghost so that she could have a son who possessed an unfallen nature.
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In the Reformed Protestant movement, Catholicism still had much influence. Many of these doctrines became more pervasive in the Protestant movement than they did in Catholicism itself.

The doctrine of predestination is found today in the Presbyterian Church, the Dutch Reform Church, and many of the Fundamental Evangelical churches, including the Baptist Church.  
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Much of the unscriptural Augustinian heresies can be found in the doctrines of most of Protestantism today. Especially Once Saved, Always Saved; Sin and Live; and Christ Having the Unfallen Nature of Adam.
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There were many problems in early Adventism. Satan was always trying to destroy the church, even in its infancy. There were many attacks from without, but especially from within, and there was large scale apostasy among some of the most influential men. 
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What occurred back then was aptly described by the Spirit of Prophecy as the Alpha of Apostasy. “Be not deceived; many will depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils. We have now before us the alpha of this danger. The omega will be of a most startling nature.”  {1SM 197.4} And brothers and sisters, the Omega of Apostasy is upon us today.
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Albion Ballenger was dismissed from the ministry in 1905 for preaching error on the sanctuary doctrine.

The servant of the Lord wrote, “If the theories that Brother Ballenger presents were received, they would lead many to depart from the faith. They would counteract the truths upon which the people of God have stood for the past fifty years.”  (Manuscript 62, 1905) 
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John Harvey Kellogg, surgeon, inventor. Dr. Kellogg introduced several new techniques, primarily in abdominal surgery, and had an extraordinarily low mortality rate in the more than 22,000 operations he performed during his 67 year career.
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At his death, Kellogg held more than 30 patents for food products and processes as well as exercise, diagnostic and therapeutic machines. He is credited with developing such diverse products as corn flakes, peanut butter, a menthol nasal inhaler and the electric blanket. Once a staunch believer in the doctrines of Seventh-day Adventism, he left the church in favor of Pantheism.
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Dudley M. Canright, though fully understanding the doctrines, and a mighty preacher, was often plagued with doubts on several of the doctrines. He left the church, often criticizing the doctrines and members, yet he returned on many occasions. 
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Then in 1886 his faith, for the ninth time, grew shaky, and in the end he left Adventism completely, early in 1887. Jones, Fletcher and Grieve are other men of great influence, who openly spurned the church of God, and left the faith. 
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I repeat the Testimony of Jesus, “Be not deceived; many will depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils. We have now before us the alpha of this danger. The omega will be of a most startling nature.” {1SM 197.4} 
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We turn to the book of Revelation and read in chapter 12:17
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“And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, 
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which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” 
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Brothers and Sisters, in these last days, I submit to you that the object of Satan’s attack is God’s Commandment-keeping church.
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He has many ways to attack, but those who fail to study diligently and pray earnestly will be those most vulnerable to being his victims.
 As I have studied recently I believe the Omega of Apostasy will find these two prongs of Satan’s attack at its foundation. 
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#1. Confuse God’s people by having his agents develop new theology, by mixing error with truth.
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 #2. Saturate the marketplace with many corrupted Bible versions, which we will look at first. 
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Satan’s plan to destroy the historic Bible-based Adventist doctrines, is by flooding the market place with many new versions. Nothing pleases the arch-deceiver more than to pervert and alter the words of scripture.
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It’s no wonder that God saw fit to put the most fearful condemnation upon those who would alter God’s word.  Revelation 22:19   

“And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.” 
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Every Bible version today used by Christians came from one of two original sources. 
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Fortunately God did not allow the accurate truth to be lost.
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In the eastern world, the Greek and Syrian texts from the 5th century, have come down to us in an unbroken chain of accuracy preserved by the hand of God. 
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These were collected together by Erasmus, who produced what has been known as the Textus Receptus. It was upon these texts that the translators of the King James Version relied, for they represented the most accurate rendition of scripture. 
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Early in the Christian era, men such as Justin Martyr and Origen, were foremost in the counterfeit. 
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As a result, the altered manuscripts became available from the centers of Christianity in Alexandria and Rome.
(Slide 46)
The most famous of the  counterfeit manuscripts is the Codex Vaticanus. Another corrupt text is the Codex Sinaticus. These two manuscripts date to the fourth century and since they precede the Greek texts by about a century, two leading British Bible scholars of the 19th century, Bishop Wescott and Dr. Hort, put forth the theory that the older the version, the more accurate it must be.
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Unfortunately the vast majority of today’s translations accept the theory of  Bishop Wescott and Dr. Hort, and therefore based their translations on the corrupted manuscripts. This is true of the Revised Standard Version, the New English Version, the New International Version and numerous others.
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There are two texts of scripture that clearly identify if a version used the counterfeit translation for its preparation. The first is 1 John 5:7.  

KJV 5:7 “For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. 

5:8   And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one. ”
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RSV 5:7 “And the Spirit is the witness, because the Spirit is truth. 5:8  There are three witnesses, the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these three agree.”

NIV 5:7 “For there are three that testify: 5:8  the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and the three are in agreement.”
The Gnostics who were involved in the corrupted manuscripts could not accept Jesus equal to God. They struck out verse 7 and made two verses out of verse 8.
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The second one is 1 Timothy 3:16.  

KJV 3:16   “And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.” 

RSV 3:16  “Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of our religion: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory.” 
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NIV 3:16  “Beyond all question, the mystery of godliness is great: He appeared in a body, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among the nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up in glory.” 
Once again the KJV version correctly testifies to the divinity of Jesus Christ, for He was God manifest in the flesh. But the modern translations, based upon the counterfeit Greek text, it will be seen that the word He is substituted for God. This, of course, takes away from the passage that Jesus, indeed, was God. This is why we at Victory covet the King James Version. Next week we will show more texts.
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The alpha of Apostasy was evident in early Adventism. But the Omega of Apostasy began to surface in 1956. 
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Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse, Pastor of  the Tenth Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, and founder of Eternity magazine which had previously listed Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, Christian Scientists and Seventh-day Adventists as cults. 
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In 1949 he presented a particular radio program, heard by the president of the East Pennsylvania Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, T.E. Unruh. Pastor Unruh wrote Dr. Barnhouse on his appreciation of the material presented. Dr. Barnhouse was surprised that an Adventist could have accepted what he stated.
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Some time later, a young graduate student, Walter Martin was writing a thesis on the major Christian sects which had been regarded as non-Christian. He sought the advice of Dr, Barnhouse.  
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Remembering the inquiry a few years earlier, Dr. Barnhouse recommended that Walter Martin contact T. E. Unruh and gain insight to what the doctrines of the Seventh-day Adventist Church are. 
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Pastor Unruh enthusiastically arranged for a meeting along with several General Conference men. The questions and answers provided were published in 1957 in the form of a book titled, Questions on Doctrine.
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1957 - Questions on Doctrine – Although many sections did set forth God’s truth, it did however contain serious aberrations of Adventist truth. The most noticeable change was in regard to the Adventist understanding of the nature of Christ and the consequent view on Righteousness by Faith. 
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Further, many felt that the Adventist views of the mark of the beast, Babylon, the Sanctuary and the Spirit of Prophecy were seriously muted.
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Dr. Barnhouse and Martin were surprised with the doctrinal alterations and felt that these were of sufficient significance to merit the announcement  which they made indicating Seventh-day Adventists should be removed from the category of sects (cults) and placed among the true believers in Christ. It was also published in Eternity Magazine, which did cause an uproar with many Evangelicals.
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By the mid 1970’s, a number of church leaders expressed concern over the errors and publication halted. In 1975, the Associate editor of the Adventist Review wrote an article stating, “The historic view regarding the human nature of Christ as best set forth in The Desire of Ages 
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is now being given its proper emphasis, and the aberrant position since the publication of Questions on Doctrine is now being seen in its proper light – an unacceptable position for Seventh-day Adventists in view of the E.G. White counsel.”
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How did Evangelical doctrines, laced with Augustinian heresies, find their way into the Remnant Church? The answer is obvious. 

Once spirit filled defenders of the Biblical truths, as understood by the Seventh-day Adventist Church, these zealous men have obtained their doctorates at Evangelical Universities, where they are exposed to the false doctrines that lack scriptural proof. 

These theologians teach the young Seminarians who later become the ministers and leaders in the church. This has been happening for many decades.
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Robert D. Brinsmead, an Australian Seventh-day Adventist, in the 1950’s, once a very talented orator and debater having a thorough understanding of the Biblical doctrines espoused by the Seventh-day Adventist Church, later began teaching doctrines that were in opposition to the truths he once embraced. 
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He changed convictions on Righteousness by Faith, the Second Coming, the nature of Christ and the Investigative Judgment. Ultimately his position changed on the Sanctuary, the Spirit of Prophecy and the Sabbath. He even accepted the concept of original sin.
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Desmond Ford, another gifted Australian, was also a great defender of the faith. His theology began to change and he took exception to the Spirit of Prophecy in areas regarding the age of the earth. He also accepted the belief that Jesus came with the unfallen nature of Adam and the 
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corollary belief that man cannot fully obey the law of God until glorification happens at the second coming. Ford also embraced the doctrine that righteousness by faith is by Justification only. He too changed convictions on doctrines as did Brinsmead, except for the Sabbath.
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In 1964, a most remarkable prophecy was made. It stated: “Those who teach that Christ took a superior human nature draw the logical conclusion that it is impossible for the rest of mankind to perfectly obey the law of Jehovah in this life. Those who accept this “new view” of the incarnation, logically take the side of Satan in the great controversy over the law, claiming that God has not made provision for us to obey it perfectly. If God’s people accept this delusion, then there will be no third angel’s
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message, no sealing of the saints, no finishing of the mystery of God, no cleansing of the sanctuary, no community of the saints prepared to live without a mediator, no first fruits of the harvest, and no people ready for translation – at least as far as they are concerned. Ellen G. White saw that God had three steps to the platform of truth (EW 258). Satan has three steps down from the platform. The first step is the teaching that Christ took the human nature of man before the fall. This
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leads to the second step – to the teaching that man cannot find grace to obey perfectly the law of God in this life. This will inevitably lead to the third step – giving up the Sabbath. This last step must logically follow the original premise, for if it be conceded that we cannot obey the law all the time, then there is no point in the Sabbath being a test question.” (The Incarnation of Christ, Adam’s Human Nature versus Fallen Nature, 7,8)
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The book was written by Robert Brinsmead. In the early 1970’s he reversed himself and took the first step down, declaring that Christ had a nature superior to our own, that of Adam’s pre-fall condition. It did not take long for him to take the second step down and he began to boldly preach that obedience to the Ten Commandments was impossible. By 1980 he took the third logical step down foretold in his prophecy by abandoning the Sabbath.
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The impact that both these men have had on the church has been devastating, but especially to the many thousands of precious souls who have been drawn away by their intoxicating doctrinal positions. Jesus called for unity, but there is major division today. Those who cling to the historical Adventist beliefs, have scripture on their side. But many of those who embrace the New Theologies, begin on those tragic three steps down.
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There is only one way, only one safe course, we said it before and it bears repeating,
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Our only safety is to be plugged in to God’s Word. Let’s read it together, “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”      2 Timothy 2:15 
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My brothers and sisters, God raised up the Seventh-day Adventist Church to give the three angels messages to a world in spiritual darkness. It has been Satan’s concentrated effort to disrupt and destroy such an effort. Those caught up in the New Theology will be derailed from the course God would have them follow. 
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We will now study some of those New Theology doctrines and the true doctrinal position from scripture.
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If you have a thorough understanding of Righteousness by Faith as the Bible makes it clear, it is most likely that you will not fall for the false doctrines. Let’s examine the steps to righteousness.
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“Sin is the transgression of the law.”  according to 1 John3:4 and all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God according to Romans 3:23. It is the work of the Holy Spirit that draws a person to Christ and the study of the scriptures.
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When they are aware of their need for a spiritual checkup, 
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they will either study God’s word on their own, or maybe attend a Bible Study or seminar. 
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As they look into the Ten Commandments, it is then the Holy Spirit that convicts them of sin.  
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Aware of their true sinful condition, they confess and ask forgiveness. 1 John 1:9   “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
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They are JUSTIFIED. The righteousness of Christ is imputed to them, which they receive by faith. They can do nothing in themselves to receive justification. Jesus has done it all. It is as if they have never sinned. They are saved at this point. Every Person who ever comes to Christ must be justified.
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New Theology proposes the notion that justification is an act of God, apart and separate from man. It is claimed that there is no subjective element in justification. This is dangerous because it minimizes the persons role in coming to Christ to be justified.
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Now the deceptive New Theology also says the atonement was completed at the cross, therefore all you need to be saved is JUSTIFICATION ONLY. They claim sanctification is not necessary, because Christ is living out His life within them and therefore they have nothing to do. This is DANGEROUS THEOLOGY! The sacrifice portion of the Atonement was completed at the cross, that is true. But the work of atonement continues in heaven.
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I particularly like this quote from Testimonies to Ministers Page 456, “What is justification by faith? It is the work of God in laying the glory of man in the dust, and doing for man that which it is not in his power to do for himself.”
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Sanctification is God’s perfect work for man through the sacrifice and ministry of His Son, Jesus Christ. That is Biblical truth. The adherents of the New Theology have embraced the error that sanctification is man’s imperfect work for God. Therefore apart from Justification they have nothing to do pertaining to sanctification.
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It is Justification and Sanctification that leads to eternal life. We must come to Jesus and we must die daily. 
(Slide 89)
By asking we receive His power through the agency of the Holy Spirit. Christ’s righteousness is imparted to us and we as partakers of the divine nature have the strength to resist sin and temptation. 2 Peter 1:4 “Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.” 
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The testimony of Jesus is, “The righteousness by which we are justified is imputed; the righteousness by which we are sanctified is imparted. The first is our title to heaven, the second is our fitness for heaven.”  {FLB 116.2}
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“Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy...” Jude 24
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This is true righteousness by faith.
(Slide 93)
Revelation 22:14  “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.” 
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Next Sabbath December 10th

(Slide 95)
Adventism in Crisis, Part 2 of 2, where we will investigate several of the most dangerous New Theology doctrines that will cause the loss of many Seventh-day Adventists.   I will be passing out a list of many of the New Theology doctrines following the sermon.   
 Shall we pray…
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