December 8, 2007

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?”  
The title of today’s sermon is: “What Must I Do to Be Saved?”  Part 2
Shall we seek God’s guidance in this worship moment…?
In review of what we studied two weeks ago in part 1; we looked at the false doctrine of the Roman Catholic Church called “predestination.” This dangerous doctrine originated from the patron of the Augustinian order, commonly referred to by Catholics as Saint Augustine. He lived from AD 354 to 430. He was a philosopher and theologian, and was bishop of the North African city of Hippo Regius for the last third of his life. Augustine took the scriptures found in Rom. 8:28-30 and Eph. 1:4, 5, 11 and stated that God predestinates who will be saved and who will be lost, thus removing choice from every person. We learned from Scripture that God never had any other purpose than salvation for all of the human family. For God “will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” 1 Tim. 2:4. Peter tells us that God is “not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 2 Peter 3:9. 

In Ezekiel 33:11 God said, “I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live:” Jesus Himself said in Matthew 11:28 “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” And I gave you 25 verses from the New Testament which testify to that fact. 

Salvation is offered freely to all, but not all accept the gospel invitation. Salvation is not forced upon us against our will, so if we choose to oppose and resist God’s purpose for us, then we shall be lost. It is imperative to understand that divine foreknowledge and divine predestination in no way excludes human liberty. 

Also, we studied that on the road to salvation; the first step a sinner must experience is a need of Christ in their life; as they are not naturally drawn to Him. The heart must be in such a condition so as to be responsive to the Holy Spirit’s drawing power. This leads the sinner to:           

REPENTANCE.

Acts 3:19 “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out…”  Repentance includes sorrow for sin and a turning away from it. This act will lead the sinner to the second step on the path to salvation:

CONFESSION.

Proverbs 28:13 says, “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” 1 John 1:9 states clearly, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 
Having been drawn by the Holy Spirit to Jesus and sensing the need for Christ to be in control of one’s life, leading to repentance and confession, the next step is:

CONSECRATION.

Jeremiah 29:13, God's promise is, "Ye shall seek Me, and find Me, when ye shall search for Me with all your heart."
Whatever shall draw away the heart from God must be given up. We cannot be half the Lord's and half the worlds. We are not God's children unless we are such entirely. The scripture is clear in 1 John 2:15 – 17,   “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.”  

When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind becomes one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to Him; we live His life.

Now let’s get into Part 2 of “What Must I Do to be Saved? In this part we will now cover:

FAITH AND ACCEPTANCE
It is not a unique experience, but quite typical for each of us that have traveled this road. As our conscience has been quickened by the Holy Spirit, we have seen the evil of sin, its power, its guilt, its woe; and we looked upon it with abhorrence. We felt that sin has separated us from God and that we were in bondage to the power of evil. The more we struggled to escape, the more we realized our helplessness. This is the experience of those who are still in that place. Your motives are impure; your heart is unclean. You see that your life has been filled with selfishness and sin. You long to be forgiven, to be cleansed, to be set free. You want to know what can you do to obtain harmony with God and likeness to Him?       

It is peace that you need--Heaven's forgiveness and peace and love in the soul. Money cannot buy it, intellect cannot procure it, wisdom cannot attain to it; you can never hope, by your own efforts, to secure it. But God offers it to you as a gift, "without money and without price." Isaiah 55:1. It is yours if you will but reach out and grasp it. The Lord says in Isaiah 1:18, "Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." And in Ezekiel 36:26, "A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you." 

We must believe that He has done what He has promised He would do; that being that He has washed away my sins and that He has given me a new heart. 

This is the lesson which Jesus taught while He was on earth, that the gift which God promises us, we must believe we do receive, and it is ours. Jesus healed the people of their diseases when they had faith in His power; He helped them in the things which they could see, thus inspiring them with confidence in Him concerning things which they could not see--leading them to believe in His power to forgive sins. This He plainly stated in the healing of the man sick with palsy found in Matthew 9:6. "That ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith He to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house." Matthew 9:6. So also John the evangelist says, in John 20:31, speaking of the miracles of Christ, "These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through His name." 

Let us learn this valuable lesson in the story of the paralytic at Bethesda found in John 5:2-8. The poor sufferer was helpless; he had not used his limbs for thirty-eight years. Yet Jesus bade him, "Rise, take up thy bed, and walk." The sick man might have said, "Lord, if Thou wilt make me whole, I will obey Thy word." But, no, he believed Christ's word, believed that he was made whole, and he made the effort at once; he willed to walk, and he did walk. He acted on the word of Christ, and God gave the power. He was made whole.

In like manner, before you came to Jesus, you were a paralytic sin-a-holic. You cannot atone for your past sins; you cannot change your heart and make yourself holy. But God promises to do all this for you through Christ. You believe that promise. You confess your sins and give yourself to God. You will to serve Him and just as surely as you do this, God will fulfill His word to you. If you believe the promise,--believe that you are forgiven and cleansed,--God supplies the fact; you are made whole, just as Christ gave the paralytic power to walk when the man believed that he was healed. It is so if you believe it.

If we read about the promises from God that all of our sins would be washed away and believe they are, they are gone and under the blood. But if we go through the steps and doubt that they are forgiven, the sins remain and there has been no conversion, for you see faith requires an action of the will. 

You are not to wait to feel that you are made whole, rather say, "I believe it; it is so, not because I feel it, but because God has promised."  

Jesus said in Mark 11:24, "What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them." There is a condition to this promise--that we pray according to the will of God. It is the will of God to cleanse us from sin, to make us His children, and to enable us to live a holy life. So we may ask for these blessings, and believe that we receive them, and thank God that we have received them. It is our privilege to go to Jesus and be cleansed, and to stand before the law without shame or remorse. Paul wrote in Romans 8:1, "There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." 

Nothing disturbs Satan more than to see a person who he once had securely under his power, turn to the One he hates, Jesus, and surrenders his life and his will to Him who died to save him. He does not let go without a struggle and the new convert must be so thoroughly connected to Jesus that all efforts of Satan to discourage and disconnect the new believer are in vain.

Paul said in the scripture above “… who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” The carnal must die for the new Christian is no longer carnally minded but rather he is now spiritually minded. 

We are not our own. Our bodies, our minds and our hearts belong to God. We are tenants who now must protect our bodies, minds and hearts especially in what we see, what we hear, what we put on and what we put into our bodies; for what we feed our minds will feed our souls and what we feed our bodies will affect our physical health for good or for woe. Peter wrote in 1 Peter 1:18, 19, “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold,”…. “But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:” Through the simple act of believing this promise of God, the Holy Spirit has begotten a new life in your heart. You are as a child born into the family of God, and He loves you as He loves His Son.

Daily we must ask Him for the Holy Spirit to keep us by His grace and we must proclaim “I am Christ’s; I have given myself to Him;” and we must not draw back. Those who teach once saved always saved must read what Paul wrote in Hebrews 10:38, “Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.” Who draws back but the one who has followed all the steps required in the plan of salvation; but continues in sin. Paul clearly states in Colossians 2:6 “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:”  

What did Jesus tell the woman taken in adultery? In John 8:11 “…go, and sin no more.” Was He talking to just that woman or was He talking to us also? Then how can anyone expect to be saved if they think they can go on sinning until Jesus comes and then somehow be made right? That is a titanic delusion that causes many to fail. On the other hand, many fail because they do not believe that that Jesus pardons them personally and individually. They do not take God at His word. It is the privilege of all who comply with the conditions to know for themselves that pardon is freely extended for every sin. Put away the suspicion that God's promises are not meant for you. They are for every repentant transgressor.

God does not deal with us as finite men deal with one another. His thoughts are thoughts of mercy, love, and the tenderest compassion. He says in Isaiah 55:7, "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon." And in Isaiah 44:22, "I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins." Micah 7:19 says, “…and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.”

Never give place to doubt, rather believe the promises. As you draw near to Him with confession and repentance, He will draw near to you with mercy and forgiveness.

Now we come to the place where God knows if a person is truly converted.

THE TEST OF DISCIPLESHIP
2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” Of the truly converted, a change will be seen in their character, their habits and their pursuits. If the heart has been renewed by the Spirit of God, the life will bear witness to the fact. The contrast will be clear and decided between what they have been and what they are. The character is revealed, not by occasional good deeds and occasional misdeeds, but by the tendency of the habitual words and acts.  


At this point the questions are: Who has the heart? With whom are our thoughts? Of whom do we love to converse? Who has our warmest affections and our best energies? If we are Christ's, our thoughts are with Him, and our sweetest thoughts are of Him. All we have and are, is consecrated to Him. We long to bear His image, breathe His spirit, do His will, and please Him in all things.  

     Those who become new creatures in Christ Jesus will bring forth the fruit of the Spirit, found in Galatians 5:22, 23. “…love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." They will no longer yield to the former lusts, but by the faith of the Son of God they will follow in His steps, reflect His character, and purify themselves even as He is pure. The things they once hated they now love, and the things they once loved they now hate. The proud and self-assertive become meek and lowly in heart. The arrogant become serious and unobtrusive. The drunken become sober, and the corrupt become pure. The vain customs and fashions of the world are laid aside. Christians will seek not the "outward adorning," but "the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit." 1 Peter 3:3, 4.  


There is no evidence of genuine repentance unless it works reformation. When, as erring, sinful beings, we come to Christ and become partakers of His pardoning grace, love springs up in the heart. Every burden is light, for the yoke that Christ imposes is easy. Duty becomes a delight, and sacrifice a pleasure. The path that before seemed shrouded in darkness, becomes bright with beams from the Sun of Righteousness.  

     The loveliness of the character of Christ will be seen in His followers. It was His delight to do the will of God. Love to God, zeal for His glory, was the controlling power in our Saviour's life. Love beautified and ennobled all His actions. Love is of God. The unconsecrated heart cannot originate or produce it. It is found only in the heart where Jesus reigns. 1 John 4:19, "We love him, because he first loved us." 


In the heart renewed by divine grace, love is the principle of action. It modifies the character, governs the impulses, controls the passions, subdues enmity, and ennobles the affections.


There are two errors against which the children of God--particularly those who have just come to trust in His grace--especially need to guard. The first is that of looking to their own works, trusting to anything they can do, to bring themselves into harmony with God. The one who is trying to become holy by his own works in keeping the law, is attempting impossibility. All that man can do without Christ is polluted with selfishness and sin. It is the grace of Christ alone through faith, that can make us holy. The second and no less dangerous error is that belief in Christ releases men from keeping the law of God; that since by faith alone we become partakers of the grace of Christ, our works have nothing to do with our redemption.


Obedience is not a mere outward compliance, but the service of love. The law of God is an expression of His very nature; it is an embodiment of the great principle of love, and is therefore the foundation of His government in heaven and earth.


Obedience--the service and allegiance of love--is the true sign of discipleship. The Scripture says in 1 John 5:3; "This is the love of God, that we keep His commandments." And in 1 John 2:4, "He that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him." Instead of releasing man from obedience, it is faith, and faith only, that makes us partakers of the grace of Christ, which enables us to render obedience.


We do not earn salvation by our obedience; for salvation is the free gift of God, to be received by faith. But obedience is the fruit of faith. 1 John 3:5, 6 says, "Ye know that He was manifested to take away our sins; and in Him is no sin. Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen Him, neither known Him." Here is the true test of discipleship. If we abide in Christ, if the love of God dwells in us, our feelings, our thoughts, our purposes, our actions, will be in harmony with the will of God as expressed in the precepts of His holy law. John goes on to say in 1 John 3:7 "Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as He is righteous." Righteousness is defined by the standard of God's holy law, as expressed in the ten precepts given on Sinai.  


That so-called faith in Christ which professes to release men from the obligation of obedience to God is not faith, but presumption. Ephesians 2:8; "By grace are ye saved through faith." But, James 2:17, "…faith, if it hath not works, is dead …” Jesus said of Himself before He came to earth, Psalm 40:8, "I delight to do Thy will, O My God: yea, Thy law is within My heart." And just before He ascended again to heaven He declared, John 15:10, "I have kept My Father's commandments, and abide in His love." The Scripture says, 1 John 2:3-6, "Hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. . . . He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so to walk even as He walked." 1 Peter 2:21, "Because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow His steps." 

     The condition of eternal life is now just what it always has been,--just what it was in Paradise before the fall of our first parents,--perfect obedience to the law of God, perfect righteousness. If eternal life were granted on any condition short of this, then the happiness of the whole universe would be imperiled. The way would be open for sin, with all its train of woe and misery, to be immortalized.


Without Christ our condition would be both helpless and hopeless. But Christ has made a way of escape for us. He lived on earth amid trials and temptations such as we have to meet. He lived a sinless life. He died for us, and now He offers to take our sins and give us His righteousness. If you give yourself to Him, and accept Him as your Saviour, then, sinful as your life may have been, for His sake you are accounted righteous. Christ's character stands in place of your character, and you are accepted before God just as if you had not sinned.


More than this, Christ changes the heart. He abides in your heart by faith. You are to maintain this connection with Christ by faith and the continual surrender of your will to Him; and so long as you do this, He will work in you to will and to do according to His good pleasure. So you may say, Galatians 2:20, "The life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me." 


We shall often have to bow down and weep at the feet of Jesus because of our shortcomings and mistakes, but we are not to be discouraged. Even if we are overcome by the enemy, we are not cast off, not forsaken and rejected of God. No; Christ is at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. Said the beloved John, in 1 John 2:1. "These things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous."


 The closer you come to Jesus, the faultier you will appear in your own eyes; for your vision will be clearer, and your imperfections will be seen in broad and distinct contrast to His perfect nature. This is evidence that Satan's delusions have lost their power; that the vivifying influence of the Spirit of God is arousing you.  

     No deep-seated love for Jesus can dwell in the heart that does not realize its own sinfulness. The soul that is transformed by the grace of Christ will admire His divine character; but if we do not see our own moral deformity, it is unmistakable evidence that we have not had a view of the beauty and excellence of Christ. The less we see to esteem in ourselves, the more we shall see to esteem in the infinite purity and loveliness of our Saviour. A view of our sinfulness drives us to Him who can pardon; and when the soul, realizing its helplessness, reaches out after Christ, He will reveal Himself in power. The more our sense of need drives us to Him and to the word of God, the more exalted views we shall have of His character, and the more fully we shall reflect His image.  

Next Sabbath, December 15th, the conclusion, “What Must I Do to be Saved? Part 3
Shall we pray…
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