December 9, 2006
Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church
        “Why I Am a Seventh Day Adventist” 
In 1960, I was a Methodist. I had a choice to be a member of one of over 200 Christian denominations, as there was that many to choose from. In 2006 however, there are over 9,000 Christian Denominations to choose from. Imagine, Jesus started one church and in a little over 19 centuries it grew to over 200. Then in just 46 additional years the choices grew 45 times more. Has anybody considered the fact that Jesus said in John 17:21, “That they all may be one…” From one, all the way to 9,000; doesn’t it sound like somebody dropped the ball? Did somebody fail to get the message? Could it be that the master deceiver, with a self-taught degree in Human involvement, intervention, and instigation, may have been at the root of the churches denominational obesity problem? I don’t think he’s any where near done yet as there are all kinds of warring factions in all the denominations over issues such as abortion, homosexuality, the role of women in the ministry and so on.

Many choose a church by their architecture, or maybe the choir and musical programs, or their children’s programs, some choose because of the pastor, and some because of the proximity of the church to their home. Still others believe that you must speak in tongues, otherwise you have not received the baptism of the Holy Spirit. All these are good reasons to pick a church, right? Satan would have you nod your head in the affirmative. But how many really choose a church based on the scriptures alone and pleading for God to lead them to His church?

Before we begin, shall we pray for God’s presence and guidance…

The Sermon title is “Why I am a Seventh Day Adventist.” 

I was 21 years old and had been selling Catholic family Bibles door to door in Northern New Jersey for a couple years. I was taught the basics of selling by a Jewish man by the name of Joel Cohen. As he was demonstrating one day I marveled at how he presented Jesus as our Lord and Savior. When we left that home I asked him when he had become a Christian. As he pushed his glasses back up the bridge of his nose, he emphatically stated it is business, just business. We also had a large Protestant Bible and one section was entitled, “Show Me Thy Way.”

One afternoon, late in the day I was between floors of an apartment building in Jersey City, N.J., when I was overcome with a feeling of emptiness and worthlessness. My life seemed so empty and meaningless. I was an expert on showing people religious pictures and the finer points of the Bible’s quality construction, but I myself knew so little of what the Bible said. I got on my knees and tearfully pleaded for God to “show me the way.” I pled with the Lord that there were over 200 denominations and I just didn’t want to have to perform such an exhaustive search to find His true church. I was 21 with very little religious training and upbringing, but I believed that God had a people and I pleaded for Him to help me discover real truth.

A couple of weeks later, an enthusiastic sales manager told me about a man I just had to meet, Victor Michaelson. He said he looks like St. Peter, and he is a Jew turned Christian and goes to church on Saturday. I had no idea what St. Peter looked like, but I was ready for anything. So a few days later, Al Di Lollo, a Roman Catholic, introduced me to Victor. Over the next several months I studied with Victor and was convicted on the truth I was learning from the Bible. Then I attended an evangelistic series put on by the Plainfield, N.J. SDA Church, with Evangelist Elder Millet. It was as if the man was talking to me alone, and when he gave an altar call to accept Jesus as Lord and Savior, I immediately went forward. That was 46 years ago. 
Why am I a Seventh Day Adventist?

It all comes down to a whole series of choices. We can follow tradition or Bible truth. But what tradition and what Bible truth? Let’s go through the list:

1. Sunday – A long held tradition of the Christian church for nearly 16 + centuries. Being a Methodist it always seemed like a day that had a special holiness to it. And Saturday was always the day for high school and college football. It was also a day of shopping and partying. But to reverence a day that seemed to be an activity day, how or even why would you especially when Sunday felt so holy? The CMA church often had a sign out on Sunday with a statement, “Today is the Sabbath day.” And many of the stores that were open on Sunday, could not sell certain items on Sunday. But you could sell anything legal on Saturday. So, what did the Bible say? Genesis 2:2,3 “And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made.” The seventh day God rested, than He blessed it and sanctified it? So why did the Eternal One have to rest? He’s God the Almighty and all-powerful  One. Yes He accomplished a lot in six days, so why did He have to rest? Because Jesus is our example in all things, and since He is the Creator, we have the reason. He rested that first Sabbath, and He rested over 1700 Sabbaths as Divinity veiled in human flesh. It was He that said on Mt. Sinai, “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” God’s Word says it, I believe it, that settles it.
2. Tradition says that when you die you go straight to heaven, or if you lived a really bad life, you went to hell. It seemed correct theology as all the pastors of all the denominations upheld the doctrine. They often preached the worst of sinners into heaven at their funerals. And all of the deceased as their bodies were laying in the casket, the preacher had them already singing in the heavenly choir and praising Jesus. So, what did the Bible say? Ecclesiastes 9:5,6,10 “For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten. Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any thing that is done under the sun.” verse 10 “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.” Psalm 115:117 “The dead praise not the LORD, neither any that go down into silence.” That means when Aunt Tillie died she did not go to sing in the heavenly choir and she is not praising Jesus. God says the dead know absolutely nothing. They are silent in their grave. But the pastor says “absent from the body, present with the Lord.” Doesn’t that mean you go to heaven at death? Well just what does it mean to be absent from the body and present with the Lord? 2 Corinthians 5:8 Paul said, “We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.” When God takes a prophet in vision, they are absent from the body and are present with the Lord to receive instructions. The Bible clearly shows that when a true prophet is taken in vision, the body does not breathe and the eyes remain open the entire time they are in vision. Paul had this experience. In verse 8 above he is voicing his preference. But Paul clearly understood that when you die, you enter the sleep of death until the resurrection. Look at what he said when he was going to be executed.  2 Timothy 4:6-8 “For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.”  Paul says that he will receive his crown of righteousness when Jesus comes the second time. So, Why I Am a Seventh Day Adventist? Because of clear Bible doctrine.
3. Tradition says if you are a bad person and go to hell you will burn throughout the ceaseless ages of eternity. Everyone knows that Jesus Himself told the story of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31 Surely that teaches an eternal fire of torment, doesn’t it?  So, what does the Bible say? The Bible answers No, indeed! It is simply a parable to illustrate a point. Here are 5 facts making it clear that this is a parable: 

a. Fact #1 - Abraham’s bosom is not heaven (Hebrews 11:8-10, 16); “By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.”  Verse 16 “But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.”
b. Fact #2 - People in hell can’t talk to those in heaven (Isaiah 65:17); “For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.”
c. Fact #3 - The dead are in their graves (Job 17:13) “If I wait, the grave is mine house: I have made my bed in the darkness.” (John 5:28, 29) “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” That from the mouth of Jesus.
d. Fact #4 - Men are rewarded at Christ’s second coming (Revelation 22:12) “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.”
e. Fact #5 - The lost are punished in hell at the end of the world, not when they die (Matthew 13:40-42). “As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world. The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.” The Pharisees believed that when you died you went to Abraham’s bosom or hellfire. So Jesus told a story using what they believed, to illustrate a specific point. The point of the parable is found in verse 31 of Luke 16. “And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.” Jesus was going to raise his friend Lazarus from the dead in a matter of days, and it didn’t convert a single Pharisee. 

So, why am I a Seventh Day Adventist? Let me give you a few more reasons. Jesus said in John 14:15, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” As a Man, He was repeating what He had said on Mt. Sinai in Exodus 20:6 “And showing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.”  
So Jesus it is obvious that you want your last generation people to keep the Ten Commandments, Revelation 14:12, “Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” It did not say faith in Jesus, that’s a given, it says they have the faith of Jesus.
Did Jesus have any other commandments for His chosen people of all generations? Exodus 33:5 “…put off thy ornaments from thee…” I thank you Jesus for it makes no sense for your people to look like the world all decked out in gold and jewels. The ornament you want us to wear we find in 1 Peter 3:3, 4, “Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.” 
Thank you Jesus, as you want us to die to self, not to call attention to self. 
Jesus, do you have any other commandments for your true people? John 13:14, 15 “If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.” Thank you Jesus, as we all have such a problem with pride. You taught us a practical lesson in humility that helps us see how small we need to be in our own eyes. We are learning the faith of Jesus.
Why am I a Seventh Day Adventist? 
Religion teaches predestination but the Bible teaches man chooses his eternal destiny; Religion teaches once saved, always saved but the Bible teaches conditional salvation; Religion teaches I’m gonna go on sinning until Jesus comes but the Bible teaches: Saints can and will have victory over sin now; Religion teaches man was born with original sin; but the Bible teaches: Man is born with evil tendencies; Religion teaches Christ was born in sinless flesh; but the Bible teaches: Christ was born sanctified but in sinful flesh like us and lived a life without sinning; Religion denies both perfectionism and perfection; but the Bible teaches: Perfection of character can be attained; Religion teaches: Sin will be removed at the second coming; but the Bible teaches: All sin may and must be put away now; Religion teaches: We are not separated from God if the tenor of our life is right; but the Bible teaches: One sin separates us from Christ; Religion teaches: The atonement was completed at the cross; but the Bible teaches: The atonement is completed in the sanctuary; Religion teaches: Christ began His Most Holy Place ministry in A.D.31 but the Bible teaches: Christ began His Most Holy Place ministry in A.D. 1844; Religion teaches: the judgment of the living at the Second Coming; but the Bible teaches: the judgment of the living occurs before the close of probation; Religion teaches: Justification is a forensic act of God only; but the Bible teaches: Justification requires the entire surrender of the will; Religion teaches: Sanctification is man’s imperfect works for God; but the Bible teaches: Sanctification is God’s gift of holiness to 
Man; Religion teaches: Justification alone; but the Bible teaches: Justification and Sanctification.
Why am I a Seventh Day Adventist? 
Because when questioned by His disciples about the signs of His coming and the end of the world, Jesus 4 times warned about deception and twice about false prophets. The fact that He warned about false prophets would indicate that there would be a true prophet. Revelation 12:17 says, “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” Revelation 19:10 says, “…the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” I am a Seventh Day Adventist because God has given the Spirit of Prophecy to guide His remnant people in the difficult days ahead. 
I am a Seventh Day Adventist because in this last generation God will have a people that will vindicate His character before the universe, and He gives each of us the opportunity to be one of those special 144,000 who will give the three angels messages of Revelation 14 and the 4th angel’s message in Revelation 18:4 “…come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins,…” For almost 6,000 years now God has had only one true and obedient church. And here in the final days of the final generation he has a small remnant that He is calling all of His obedient people who will hear His voice, to come out of those Sunday keeping churches and out of all false religions. 2 Corinthians 6: 14-18 “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”
I am a Seventh Day Adventist because I am honored to worship an awesome God on His holy day and to kneel in His presence fully aware that He loves me, has emptied heaven to secure my salvation, and provides all the power from heaven that I may live a victorious, sanctified life. 
I am a Seventh Day Adventist because I have choices, and I choose to serve Him, who will one day make the New Jerusalem on this very planet Earth, the place where the Father and the Son will reign eternally, along with the redeemed of all the ages.
I am a Seventh Day Adventist because God so loved the world that He gave…
Shall we pray...
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