“Preparing for the Final Crisis - Part 2” 

Sabbath December 11, 2004

“Preparing for the Final Crisis - Part 2”
My dear brothers and sisters in Jesus, in this tarrying time that Jesus delays His coming, God gives us opportunity to be making preparation and we need not be wasting one precious minute. The need now for serious preparation has never been greater in the history of this church, as the final moments of probationary time are slipping into eternity.  

I read this from GC page 620

“Those who delay a preparation for the day of God cannot obtain it in the time of trouble or at any subsequent time. The case of all such is hopeless.”  

And since this preparation time has reached critical proportion, and urgency is upon us as never before, let us seek the presence of the Holy Spirit for guidance and understanding as we pray…Heavenly Father…

Turn in your Bibles to Revelation 12:17 “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”  

Who is the dragon? Yes Satan. Who is the woman spoken here? Yes, it is God’s church. So Satan has been angry at God’s church, and in the history of the church since apostolic times, his wrath has caused the death of multiplied millions. 

But we see in this same verse that he will make war with the remnant of her seed. What is a remnant? Yes it is the last part of God’s church. Just as a remnant carpet is the end of the roll, so the remnant of her seed spoken here is God’s people here in the last days. The Bible does not say that the remnant is the Seventh-day Adventist Church. It identifies the remnant as those that keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.

God’s true remnant will, by God’s grace, and the infinite power from heaven, be keeping all Ten Commandments, especially the fourth, and they will have the testimony of Jesus Christ. Why do I say especially the fourth? That is not to say that the other nine have a lesser significance, not at all, as James tells us to break one is to break all ten. No the reason I say especially the fourth is because the final conflict in earth’s history will be over the Counterfeit sabbath of Satan and the true Sabbath of God. 

The scripture also tells us that God’s true remnant people have the testimony of Jesus Christ. As we must let scripture interpret scripture, we need to positively identify what the testimony of Jesus Christ is. Turn to Revelation 19:10 “And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”  

So God’s true remnant people will be a people who are not only keeping all of the Ten Commandments of Jesus, as it was He who on Mount Sinai spoke them and wrote them in stone, but that they will be faithfully guided by His prophet of the last days, who would bear His testimony.

And if any one, would be found lacking in their faithfulness in keeping all of God’s commandments, or should they take a position in opposition to the Spirit of prophecy, than they stand in opposition to Christ Himself.

It is for this reason and the urgency of the preparation needed among God’s people, that a large portion of today’s message will be from the Testimony of Jesus, the Spirit of Prophecy. 

In Revelation 12:17 we read that Satan will make war with the remnant. I believe that the largest proportion of our church has given small attention to that word war, and have focused primarily on keeping the commandments and the testimony of Jesus. But understand when God has indicated that Satan will make war with the remnant, it does not mean that we are not in harm’s way. That somehow becoming a Seventh-day Adventist has given us a shield that Satan cannot penetrate. Jesus warned us three times in Matthew 24, about the deceptions of the last days, and to think that we are shielded from his attacks would be delusion of the highest order.

If you are off track, by that I mean you are neglecting necessary preparation in your Bible study and prayer life, and you are not placing the value on God’s Holy time that it deserves, then you are most likely where Satan would have you be and he might withhold his fiercest assaults.

But make no mistake; if you are faithful in your worship, and thereby are striving to prepare for the crisis before us, then you will know what it is like to be buffeted at every turn. Understand that of all of God’s created beings, there is none with a higher intellect and ability to strategically cause the fall of the remainder of God’s created beings, who do not avail themselves to God’s merciful help. 

Remember our adversary is he who gained the advantage over multiplied millions of innocent heavenly beings, angels who never knew sin and deception, and that once stood in the presence of Almighty God in an atmosphere of heavenly glory unknown to mortal human beings. This arch rebel never sleeps, and he holds nothing back in his quest to rob every true believer of his or her eternal life.

I read this from AA 431, 432 “All who in that evil day would fearlessly serve God according to the dictates of conscience, will need courage, firmness, and a knowledge of God and His Word, for those who are true to God will be persecuted, their motives will be impugned, their best efforts misinterpreted, and their names cast out as evil.”--AA 431, 432

And this from PC 118 “Let those who desire to be refreshed in mind and instructed in the truth study the history of the early church during and immediately following the Day of Pentecost. Study carefully in the book of Acts the experiences of Paul and the other apostles, for God's people in our day must pass through similar experiences.”--PC 118 (The Paulson Collection of E.G. White letters)

We must learn that the spirit of complaining will have no place in heaven. It must no longer be part of the characters of those who claim to be Christ’s followers. I would like to read from 2 Corinthians 11:24-28. This was a man who was once an honored soldier in the army of Satan, for he brought many Christians to the place where they would surrender their lives in the cause of the church of Christ. But once converted, no man in the history of the Christian church stands taller, even though he himself saw himself as the chief of sinners. Paul gives a list of his sufferings in bringing precious truth to the Gentiles: “Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. (Explain how they administered the 39 lashes) Thrice was I beaten with rods, (imagine being beaten with long baseball bats) once was I stoned, (and he was left for dead) thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep (could you imagine spending 36 hours in the cold ocean waters);  In journeyings often, in perils of waters, (the word peril is risk of injury, loss or destruction) in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches.” 
Do not think for a minute Paul was complaining. I thank God he gave us this list so that we can stop our bellyaching when we endure minor hardships. No Paul was not deterred for a minute in any of his sufferings. Read these inspired words he wrote in 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 “For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.”  

He called what ever we are going to go through for Christ, “our light affliction, which is but for a moment,” and we should have no fears for the future. Why do I say that? I say that because we have a heavenly father who cares about us and watches over us. Can I hear an Amen?

I think the giants in God’s 6,000-year-old church inspired Paul as he gives us a walk through God’s Hall of Faith, in Hebrews chapter 11, where he named many of the Old Testament characters and how it was their faith in God and the promises that led them to endure in the face of adversity. I start in verse 33 “Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection:  And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment:   They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.”  

What I like about Paul’s report of these great men and women of faith is how he ends the report. Outside of Moses, they will all rise from their graves and put on immortality with us, at the second coming.

The reason I read these things is because I want you to know brethren that we are about to go through a time of trouble this world has never known. Standing for Jesus is not for the fainthearted and the unprepared.

My Life Today page 308 “A terrible conflict is before us. We are nearing the battle of the great day of God Almighty. That which has been held in control is to be let loose. The angel of mercy is folding her wings, preparing to step down from the throne and leave the world to the control of Satan.”
The testimony of Jesus gives us many encouraging words. T5 page 136 “And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.” The very atmosphere is polluted with sin. Soon God's people will be tested by fiery trials, and the great proportion of those who now appear to be genuine and true will prove to be base metal. Instead of being strengthened and confirmed by opposition, threats, and abuse, they will cowardly take the side of the opposers. The promise is: "Them that honor Me I will honor." Shall we be less firmly attached to God's law because the world at large have attempted to make it void?

     Already the judgments of God are abroad in the land, as seen in storms, in floods, in tempests, in earthquakes, in peril by land and by sea. The great I AM is speaking to those who make void His law. When God's wrath is poured out upon the earth, who will then be able to stand? Now is the time for God's people to show themselves true to principle. When the religion of Christ is most held in contempt, when His law is most despised, then should our zeal be the warmest and our courage and firmness the most unflinching. To stand in defense of truth and righteousness when the majority forsake us, to fight the battles of the Lord when champions are few--this will be our test. At this time we must gather warmth from the coldness of others, courage from their cowardice, and loyalty from their treason. The nation will be on the side of the great rebel leader.”

The church at large is filled with nominal Adventists that are today celebrating with one foot in the world and one foot in the church, and they, for the most part, will be part of that great multitude of members who will go over to the enemy’s side, and there become our bitterest foes. 

GC 338-339 “When the professed people of God are uniting with the world, living as they live, and joining with them in forbidden pleasures; when the luxury of the world becomes the luxury of the church; when the marriage bells are chiming, and all are looking forward to many years of worldly prosperity--then, suddenly as the lightning flashes from the heavens, will come the end of their bright visions and delusive hopes.”

T1 pg 407 “Persecution and reproach only wait for those who are endowed with power from on high to call them into action.”

T5 pg 477 “Do not forget that the most dangerous snares which Satan has prepared for the church will come through its own members who do not love God supremely or their neighbor as themselves. Satan is continually striving to wedge himself in between brethren. He seeks to gain control of those who claim to believe the truth, but who are unconverted; and when he can influence these, through their own carnal nature, to unite with him in trying to thwart the purposes of God, then he is exultant.” 

And this brothers and sisters is an important warning. Satan will work on our weaknesses to try to cause us to have a falling out with another brother or sister. Gossip and pride is the scourge of any church. It only happens in those who have never totally surrendered to Christ. Pride is among the worst of the characteristics humanity has learned from Satan, and it is one of the most hopeless for a Christian to possess. That becomes obvious when gently reproved. If the reaction is one of hostility, then pride has reared its ugly head. The humble one will however accept reproof in the spirit of love and fear, that they should ever be a stumbling block to another searcher for truth. Gossip on the other hand is an attack on another’s character and causes untold damage in any church. Through these two tools in particular, Satan does drive wedges between brethren. We must be on guard.

SM1 pg 122

“We have far more to fear from within than from without. The hindrances to strength and success are far greater from the church itself than from the world. Unbelievers have a right to expect that those who profess to be keeping the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, will do more than any other class to promote and honor, by their consistent lives, by their godly example and their active influence, the cause which they represent. But how often have the professed advocates of the truth proved the greatest obstacle to its advancement!”

Friends this is not the case at Victory to any major degree, but it is the disease that has infected much of our churches, especially in the North American division. Every wind of doctrine is circulating in our ranks. Every historic truth we covet is matched with counterfeits that gain in popularity. Because of the churches steady retreat to Egypt, God cannot allow sincere seekers of truth to be converted to His truths. Why? The church in many cases, has lost its spiritual compass, and standard after standard is left to crumble in the dust. God’s people cannot yet be called out of Babylon, if the church is striving to imitate its Babylonian counterparts.

GC608 “As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed faith in the third angel's message, but have not been sanctified through obedience to the truth, abandon their position and join the ranks of the opposition. By uniting with the world and partaking of its spirit, they have come to view matters in nearly the same light; and when the test is brought, they are prepared to choose the easy, popular side. Men of talent and pleasing address, who once rejoiced in the truth, employ their powers to deceive and mislead souls. They become the most bitter enemies of their former brethren. When Sabbathkeepers are brought before the courts to answer for their faith, these apostates are the most efficient agents of Satan to misrepresent and accuse them, and by false reports and insinuations to stir up the rulers against them.”

The war is real brothers and sisters and God would have us preparing. I read this from Testimonies 5 pg 463 “And at that time the superficial, conservative class, whose influence has steadily retarded the progress of the work, will renounce the faith and take their stand with its avowed enemies, toward whom their sympathies have long been tending. These apostates will then manifest the most bitter enmity, doing all in their power to oppress and malign their former brethren and to excite indignation against them. This day is just before us.” 

I believe that day is here as many former SDA church members have put websites out there that are filled with contempt for God’s truths, God’s prophet and God’s people. They believe they have found the real truth and they make it their mission to try to rescue SDA members from what they perceive to be errors. They will snag the weak in the church and the vacillating ones. I continue, “The members of the church will individually be tested and proved. They will be placed in circumstances where they will be forced to bear witness for the truth. Many will be called to speak before councils and in courts of justice, perhaps separately and alone. The experience which would have helped them in this emergency they have neglected to obtain, and their souls are burdened with remorse for wasted opportunities and neglected privileges.”

This need not be the case with the members at Victory. Yes we may be brought before councils and in courts of justice to give reason for our faith, we may even be told to recant or be punished severely, but if we are connected to Jesus with a bond no man can break, the words will be given in that hour, and the courage to endure any suffering will be sure.

We have council on this point in GC 608 “When Sabbathkeepers are brought before the courts to answer for their faith, these apostates (that is former SDA’s) are the most efficient agents of Satan to misrepresent and accuse them, and by false reports and insinuations to stir up the rulers against them.

     In this time of persecution the faith of the Lord's servants will be tried. They have faithfully given the warning, looking to God and to His word alone. God's Spirit, moving upon their hearts, has constrained them to speak. Stimulated with holy zeal, and with the divine impulse strong upon them, they entered upon the performance of their duties without coldly calculating the consequences of speaking to the people the word which the Lord had given them. They have not consulted their temporal interests, nor sought to preserve their reputation or their lives.”

Continuing, “They are hedged in with difficulties. Satan assails them with fierce temptations. The work which they have undertaken seems far beyond their ability to accomplish. They are threatened with destruction. The enthusiasm which animated them is gone; yet they cannot turn back. Then, feeling their utter helplessness, they flee to the Mighty One for strength. They remember that the words which they have spoken were not theirs, but His who bade them give the warning. God put the truth into their hearts, and they could not forbear to proclaim it.”

My brothers and sisters we live in the day of Isaiah 58:1 where we are to “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.” That is the Christian church in general and God’s church in particular. We in this generation are not to be weak vacillating vessels, rather we are to stand strong and proclaim the message without fear for personal safety or integrity. Our reputations need not be our concern if we are giving the straight truth from God’s word. True seekers for truth will listen and be inspired by the message we have been given to share. Isaiah 58:12 goes on to say “And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in.” Do you realize that we are a special generation as it is out of this generation of God’s people that the 144,000 will come. Yes the 144,000 will attain to victory over every sin, they will receive the latter rain, they will make it though the plagues unharmed and they will be translated when Jesus comes. They will be a special people to God throughout eternity, for they will have vindicated God’s character before the universe. Every person in this room could be in that number, but there will be none in that number who choose silence when it is time to cry aloud and spare not.

I love this from GC 602 “When the testing time shall come, those who have made God's word their rule of life will be revealed. In summer there is no noticeable difference between evergreens and other trees; but when the blasts of winter come, the evergreens remain unchanged, while other trees are stripped of their foliage. So the falsehearted professor may not now be distinguished from the real Christian, but the time is just upon us when the difference will be apparent. Let opposition arise, let bigotry and intolerance again bear sway, let persecution be kindled, and the halfhearted and hypocritical will waver and yield the faith; but the true Christian will stand firm as a rock, his faith stronger, his hope brighter, than in days of prosperity.”

GC 606-607 “But as the question of enforcing Sunday observance is widely agitated, the event so long doubted and disbelieved is seen to be approaching, and the third message will produce an effect which it could not have had before…. As the time comes for it to be given with greatest power, the Lord will work through humble instruments, leading the minds of those who consecrate themselves to His service. The laborers will be qualified rather by the unction of His Spirit than by the training of literary institutions. Men of faith and prayer will be constrained to go forth with holy zeal, declaring the words which God gives them.”

Isn’t that beautiful and most encouraging. God’s going to bypass these educated theologians, whose minds have been contaminated by the seminaries and institutions of higher learning. He will use men and women of faith and prayer who have been studying and preparing. We will go forth with a holy zeal declaring the words that God gives us. So long as we keep studying the word, God can bring these to our remembrance at the right time, to His honor and glory. But He cannot if we do not have the word in our heads. Do you see? Don’t fail on daily Bible study because when they take our Bibles from us, all that we have is what we have spiritually digested.

Here is the testimony of Jesus from Matthew chapter 10:16-20  “Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in their synagogues; And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and the Gentiles.   But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you.” 

Do I hear an Amen?  

I close with these last inspiring messages,

Great Controversy, by the way, how many of you have read Great Controversy at least once? If not, I ask why not? What greater priority is in your schedule than eternity? Brothers and sisters, God gives every bird its food, but He doesn’t throw it into the nest. We should read this book at least once a year. Most of today’s sermon is gleaned out of it and God has been pleased to give us clear counsel from this book. We draw faith from the terrible persecution the church has gone through, as so outlined in the book, then from the reformation and the trials that the protesters endured. But I believe we do draw much to bolster our faith, as we have lain out before us, the events of the last days. Read the book and don’t allow Satan to distract you with his amusements. We don’t have another opportunity, let’s not squander the remainder of our probation.

Again from GC 622 “The "time of trouble, such as never was," is soon to open upon us; and we shall need an experience which we do not now possess and which many are too indolent to obtain. It is often the case that trouble is greater in anticipation than in reality; but this is not true of the crisis before us.”

From the same book we have these encouraging words, page 611-612. “Servants of God, with their faces lighted up and shining with holy consecration, will hasten from place to place to proclaim the message from heaven. By thousands of voices, all over the earth, the warning will be given. Miracles will be wrought, the sick will be healed, and signs and wonders will follow the believers. Satan also works, with lying wonders, even bringing down fire from heaven in the sight of men. Revelation 13:13. Thus the inhabitants of the earth will be brought to take their stand.”

Next Week “Preparing for the Final Crisis - Part 3” (Shall we stand and sing our closing hymn “Rock of Ages” page 300) 
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