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 TODAY’S SUBJECT, “WHO IS GOD?’ 

     1 JOHN 4:16 SAYS, “… GOD IS LOVE …” HIS NATURE AND HIS LAW, IS LOVE. IT EVER HAS BEEN, IT EVER WILL BE. “… THE HIGH AND LOFTY ONE THAT INHABITETH ETERNITY…”, WHOSE “… WAYS ARE EVERLASTING…” CHANGETH NOT. WITH HIM IS NO VARIABLENESS, NEITHER SHADOW OF TURNING. THIS IS FROM ISAIAH 57:15, HABAKUK 3:6, AND JAMES 1:17. P.P. 33.3                    
EVERY MANIFESTATION OF CREATIVE POWER IS AN EXPRESSION OF INFINITE LOVE. THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD INVOLVES FULLNESS OF BLESSING TO ALL CREATED BEINGS.    
EVERY THING THAT I WILL GIVE TO YOU TODAY CAN AND WILL BE BACKED BY SCRIPTURE. I WILL QUOTE FROM P.P.,D.A., FROM THE BIBLE ENCYCLOPEDIA BY RON RHODES, AND FROM THE ADVENTIST BELIEFS. SHALL WE PRAY     
“BY THE WORD OF THE LORD WERE THE HEAVENS MADE; AND ALL THE HOST OF THEM BY THE BREATH OF HIS MOUTH.” “FOR HE SPAKE, AND IT WAS DONE; HE COMMANDED, AND IT STOOD FAST.” PSALM 33:6, 9. HE “… LAID THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE EARTH, THAT IT SHOULD NOT BE REMOVED FOREVER.” PSALM104:5.

SO, THE QUESTION AGAIN IS, WHO IS GOD? LET ME ANALYZE TO YOU, FIVE THINGS PERTAINING TO THIS QUESTION.
1. ONE GOD - GOD IS AN ETERNAL, ALL POWERFUL, ALL KNOWING SPIRIT WHO IS EVERYWHERE-PRESENT AND WHO IS THE CREATOR AND SUSTAINER OF THE UNIVERSE. HE HAS REVEALED HIMSELF IN THE PERSON OF JESUS CHRIST AND IN THE PAGES OF SCRIPTURE.
THERE ARE NO OTHER gods BESIDES THE ONE TRUE GOD OF SCRIPTURE. DURING THE TIME OF MOSES, GOD AFFIRMED, “SEE NOW THAT I, EVEN I AM HE AND THERE IS NO god WITH ME” (DEUT.32:39). THE GOD OF THE 
BIBLE IS WHITHOUT RIVAL. MEANING NO COMPETITION OR EQUAL. WE FIND THE SAME THING EMPHASIZED IN ISAIAH 44:6 THUS SAITH THE LORD THE KING OF ISRAEL, AND HIS REDEEMER THE LORD OF HOSTS: I AM THE FIRST, AND I AM THE LAST; AND BESIDES ME THERE IS NO GOD. NOW WE UNDERSTAND THAT THERE IS ONLY ONE GOD.
2. A PERSON- A PERSON IS A CONSCIOUS BEING-ONE WHO THINKS, FEELS, PURPOSES, AND CARRIES THOSE PURPOSES INTO ACTION. A PERSON ENGAGES IN ACTIVE RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHERS. YOU CAN SHARE FEELINGS AND IDEAS WITH HIM.

YOU CAN ARGUE WITH HIM, LOVE HIM, AND EVEN HATE HIM. SURELY BY THIS DEFINITION GOD MUST BE UNDERSTOOD AS A PERSON. AFTER ALL, GOD IS A CONSCIOUS BEING WHO THINKS, FEELS, AND PURPOSES AND HE CARRIES THOSE PURPOSES INTO ACTION. HE ENGAGES IN RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHERS. YOU CAN TALK TO GOD, AND HE WILL RESPOND. THAT IS GOD AS A PERSON.
3. A SPIRIT- THE SCRIPTURE TELLS US IN JOHN 4:24 THAT “GOD IS A SPIRIT…” IN LUKE 24:39 IT SAYS, “…A SPIRIT HATH NOT FLESH AND BONES....” IT IS WRONG TO THINK OF GOD AS SORT OF AN EXALTED MAN IN THE GREAT BEYOND. WHY? GOD IS A SPIRIT, HE IS INVISIBLE. FIRST TIMOTHY 1:17 REFERS TO GOD AS “…THE KING ETERNAL, IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, THE ONLY WISE GOD…” COLOSSIANS 1:15 SPEAKS OF “…THE INVISIBLE GOD…” AND JOHN 1:18 SAYS, “NO MAN HATH SEEN GOD AT ANY TIME…” NO MAN, FOR HE IS A SPIRIT, HE IS INVISIBLE.
4. TRANSCENDENT - IMMANENT-  THE THEOLGICAL PHRASE TRANSCENDENT OF GOD REFERS TO GOD OTHERNESS, OR SEPARATENESS FROM THE CREATED UNIVERSE AND FROM HUMANITY. THE PHRASE IMMANENCE OF GOD REFERS TO GOD’S ACTIVE PRESENCE WITHIN THE CREATION AND IN HUMAN HISTORY; THOUGH ALL THE WHILE REMAINING DISTANT FROM CREATION. GOD’S TRANSCENDENCE AND IMMANENCE ARE IN NUMEROUS VERSES. IN DEUT. 4:39 WE READ, “KNOW THEREFORE THIS DAY, AND CONSIDER IT IN THINE HEART, THAT THE LORD HE IS GOD IN HEAVEN ABOVE, AND UPON THE EARTH BENEATH: THERE IS NONE ELSE.” HE IS THE ONLY GOD.
IN ISAIAH 57:15 GOD STATES: “FOR THUS SAITH THE HIGH AND LOFTY ONE THAT INHABITETH ETERNITY, WHOSE NAME IS HOLY; I DWELL IN THE HIGH AND HOLY PLACE, WITH HIM ALSO THAT IS OF A CONTRITE AND HUMBLE SPIRIT, TO REVIVE THE SPIRIT OF THE HUMBLE, AND TO REVIVE THE HEART OF THE CONTRITE ONES.” CONTRITE, MEANING A FEELING OR EXPRESSING REGRET FOR AN OFFENSE.
IN JEREMIAH 23:23-24 WE READ, “AM I A GOD AT HAND, SAITH THE LORD, AND NOT A GOD AFAR OFF? CAN ANY HIDE HIMSELF IN SECRET PLACES THAT I SHALL NOT SEE HIM? SAITH THE LORD. DO NOT I FILL HEAVEN AND EARTH?” THE ANSWER IS YES.

5. ATTRIBUTES OF GOD- ONE GREAT WAY TO LEARN ABOUT GOD IS TO STUDY HIS ATTRIBUTES. AN ATTRIBUTE IS A CHARACTERISTIC. CHARACTERISTIC IS A DISTINCTIVE ATTRIBUTE OR STYLE. THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF MANY OF GODS CHARACTERISTICS, AND THE MORE WE LEARN OF THESE CHARACTERISTICS, THE BETTER WE UNDERSTAND WHO GOD IS. I WOULD LIKE TO LIST TEN OF GOD’S HOLY

CHARACTERISTICS.
1. GOD IS SELF-EXISTENT HE IS THE UNCAUSED FIRST CAUSE, THE SELF-EXISTENT ONE WHO BROUGHT THE UNIVERSE INTO BEING. JOHN 1:3 SAYS, “ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM; AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOT ANYTHING MADE THAT WAS MADE.”
IN CLOSSIANS 1:16 IT SAYS, “FOR BY HIM WERE ALL THINGS CREATED, THAT ARE IN HEAVEN, AND THAT ARE IN EARTH, VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, WHETHER THEY BE THRONES, OR DOMINIONS, OR PRINCIPALITIES, OR POWERS: ALL THINGS WERE CREATED BY HIM, AND FOR HIM.

2. GOD IS ETERNAL- HE HAS ALWAYS EXISTED AND IS BEYOND TIME ALTOGETHER. IN FIRST TIMOTHY 1:17 IT SAYS, HE IS THE “…KING ETERNAL…” AND CHAPTER 6:16 SAYS, “…WHO ALONE HATH IMMORTALITY…”
3. GOD IS LOVE- HE IS NOT JUST CHARACTERIZED BY LOVE; HE IS THE VERY PERSONIFICATION OF LOVE. 1JOHN 4:8 SAYS, “HE THAT LOVETH NOT KNOWETH NOT GOD; FOR GOD IS LOVE.” LOVE VIRTUALLY PERMEATES HIS BEING. PERMEATES MEANING TO SPREAD COMPLETELY THROUGHOUT TO PENETRATE AND SPREAD THROUGHOUT.
4. GOD IS EVERYWHERE-PRESENT- HE IS OMNIPRESENT. THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT GOD IN HIS DIVINE NATURE IS DIFFUSED THROUGHOUT SPACE AS IF PART OF HIM IS HERE AND PART OF HIM IS THERE. GOD IN HIS WHOLE BEING IS IN EVERY PLACE, THERE IS NO WHERE ONE CAN GO WHERE GOD IS NOT. (PSALM 139:7-8) READS, WHITHER SHALL I GO FROM THY SPIRIT? OR WHITHER SHALL I FLEE FROM THY PRESENCE? IF I ASCEND UP INTO HEAVEN, THOU ART THERE. IF I MAKE MY BED IN HELL, BEHOLD, THOU ART THERE. IN OTHER WORDS CHURCH YOU CAN RUN BUT YOU CAN NOT HIDE. THE LORD IS EVERYWHERE-PRESENT.  It would do well at this point to clearly understand the difference between the Omnipotent God and the religion of Pantheism. Pantheism says God is in everything and everything is God. They do not believe in a personal Triune God in which there is unity, rather they believe everything that exists constitutes a "unity" and this all-inclusive unity is in some sense a single divinity. Dr. Harvey Kellogg went the way of Pantheism and it is finding its way into Adventism today.
5. GOD IS ALL KNOWING OR OMNISCIENT- HE KNOWS ALL THINGS, BOTH ACTUAL AND POSSIBLE. HE KNOWS ALL THINGS PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE. BECAUSE HE KNOWS ALL THINGS, THERE CAN BE NO INCREASE OR DECREASE IN HIS KNOWLEDGE. PROVERBS 15:3 READS, “THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE IN EVERY PLACE, BEHOLDING THE EVIL AND THE GOOD.”
I JUST GAVE YOU FIVE THINGS ABOUT WHO GOD IS. I EXPLAINED THAT GOD IS SELF-EXISTENT, GOD IS ETERNAL, GOD IS LOVE, GOD IS EVERYWHERE-PRESENT, AND GOD IS ALL KNOWING. YOU KNOW WHAT CHURCH, I CAN NOT STOP THERE.
6. GOD IS ALL-POWERFUL OR OMNIPOTENT- HE HAS THE POWER TO DO ALL THAT HE DESIRES AND WILLS. HE IS ALMIGHTY AND IS ABUNDANT IN STRENGTH. PSALM 147:5 READS, “GREAT IS OUR LORD, AND OF GREAT POWER, HIS UNDERSTANDING IS INFINITE.” IN OTHER WORDS, POWERS UNLIMITED.

NO ONE CAN HOLD BACK HIS HAND. DANIEL 4:35 READS, “AND ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH ARE REPUTED AS NOTHING: AND HE DOETH ACCORDING TO HIS WILL IN THE ARMY OF HEAVEN, AND AMONG THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH: AND NONE CAN STAY HIS HAND, OR SAY UNTO HIM, WHAT DOEST THOU?” ISIAIAH 43:13 READS, “THERE IS NONE THAT CAN DLEIVER OUT OF MY HAND…” AND ISAIAH 14:27 SAYS, “FOR THE LORD OF HOSTS HATH PURPOSED, AND WHO SHALL DISANNUL IT?” IN OTHER WORDS CHURCH, THE LORD HAS SPOKEN.
YOU MUST REMEMBER NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH HIM. MATT. 19:26 SAYS, “BUT JESUS BEHELD THEM, AND SAID UNTO THEM, WITH MEN THIS IS IMPOSSIBLE; BUT WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE.” AND NOTHING IS TOO DIFFICULT FOR HIM. GENESIS 18:14 READS, “IS ANYTHING TOO HARD FOR THE LORD?” REMEMBER CHURCH WE ARE TALKING ABOUT AN ALL POWERFUL GOD. 
7. GOD IS SOVEREIGN- HE RULES THE UNIVERSE, HE CONTROLS ALL THINGS, AND HE IS LORD OVER ALL. THERE IS NOTHING THAT CAN HAPPEN IN THIS UNIVERSE THAT IS BEYOND THE REACH OF HIS CONTROL. ALL FORMS OF EXISTENCE ARE WITHIN THE SCOPE OF HIS ABSOLUTE DOMINION. 1 TIM. 6:15 SAYS THIS, “WHICH IN HIS TIMES HE SHALL SHOW, WHO IS THE BLESSED AND ONLY POTENTATE, THE KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS; …” POTENTATE MEANS, ONE WHO DOMINATES (SOVEREIGN) 
8. GOD IS UNCHANGING- HE IS NOT SUBJECT TO CHANGE IN HIS BEING, NATURE, OR ATTRIBUTES. GOD HIMSELF AFFIRMED IN MALACHI 3:6 “FOR I AM THE LORD, I CHANGE NOT.” JAMES 1:17 READS, “EVERY GOOD GIFT AND EVERY PERFECT GIFT IS FROM ABOVE, AND COMETH DOWN FROM THE FATHER OF LIGHTS, WITH WHOM IS NO VARIABLENESS, NEITHER SHADOW OF TURNING.” GOD IS TELLING US THE GOOD AND PERFECT GIFTS ARE FROM ABOVE. NO VARIABLENESS MEANS THERE ARE NEVER ANY CHANGES. NEITHER SHADOW OF TURNING MEANS NO CHANGING OF ANYTHING. 
9. GOD IS HOLY- IN LEVITICUS 19:2 GOD SAYS, “YE SHALL BE HOLY FOR I THE LORD YOUR GOD AM HOLY.” HE IS ENTIRELY SEPARATE FROM ALL EVIL AND IS ABSOLUTLY RIGTHEOUS. IN EXODUS 15:11 THE QUESTION WAS ASKED, “WHO IS LIKE UNTO THEE, O LORD, AMONG THE gods? WHO IS LIKE THEE, GLOROUS IN HOLINESS, FEARFUL IN PRAISES, DOING WONDERS? GOD IS PURE IN EVERY WAY. 
10. GOD IS JUST- ZEPHANIAH 3:5 READS, “THE JUST LORD IS IN THE MIDST THERE OF; HE WILL NOT DO INIQUITY: …” HE CARRIES OUT HIS RIGHTEOUS STANDARDS JUSTLY AND WITH EQUITY. THERE IS NEVER ANY PARTIALITY OR UNFAIRNESS IN GOD’S DEALINGS WITH PEOPLE. 
WHAT I HAVE GIVEN YOU SO FAR ARE TEN OF GOD’S MOST HOLY CHARACTERISTICS. IN CLOSING I WANT TOO ADD A FEW MORE THINGS TO THE QUESTION WHO IS GOD?
WE LEARN MUCH ABOUT GOD FROM THE NAMES ASCRIBED TO HIM IN THE BIBLE. GOD HIMSELF USED THESE NAMES TO DESCRIBE HIMSELF. THEY ARE CHARACTERISTIC NAMES, EACH ONE MAKING KNOWN SOMETHING NEW ABOUT HIM.

1. GOD IS YAHWEH. THIS NAME MEANS THAT GOD IS ETERNALLY SELF-EXISTENT. HE NEVER CAME INTO BEING AT ANY POINT IN TIME.
2. GOD IS YAHWEH-NISSI. THIS MEANS THE LORD OUR BANNER. ISRAEL COULD NOT DEFEAT HER ENEMIES IN HER OWN STRENGTH. BUT THE BATTLES WERE TO BE THE LORDS BECAUSE HE WAS ISRAEL’S BANNER, HER SOURCE OF VICTORY.

3. GOD IS ELOHIM. THIS NAME MEANS “STRONG ONE” AND IT INDICATES FULLNESS OF POWER (GENESIS1:1). IT PICTURES GOD AS THE POWERFULL AND SOVEREIGN GOVERNOR OF THE UNIVERSE, RULING OVER THE AFFAIRS OF HUMANITY.
4. GOD IS EL SHADDAI. “EL” IN HEBREW REFERS TO MIGHTY GOD.

5. GOD IS ADONAI. THIS NAME MEANS LORD OR MASTER AND CONVEYS GOD’S ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY OVER MAN.  (GENESIS 18:27).

6. GOD IS THE LORD OF HOST. THIS TITLE PICTURES GOD AS THE SOVEREIGN COMMANDER OF A GREAT HEAVENLY ARMY OF ANGELS. (PSALM 89:6-8, PSALM 91:11-12).              
SO WHO, IN SUMMARY, IS GOD? YOU MAY START BY SAYING THERE IS ONE GOD, HE IS A PERSON AND HE IS A SPIRIT WITH MANY ATTRIBUTES.
GOD IS ALL POWERFUL AND ALL KNOWING.
AS A PERSON, HE ENGAGES IN ACTIVE RELATIONSHIPS.

AS A SPIRIT HE IS INVISIBLE AND HAS NOT FLESH AND BONE.

HE IS TRANSCENDENT AND IMMANENT FOR HE SEPARATES HIMSELF FROM WITHIN THE CREATION AND THE UNIVERSE AND FROM HUMANS. HE IS ACTIVE WITHIN THE CREATION AND HUMAN HISTORY BUT KEEPS DISTANT.
GOD IS SELF-EXISTANT, GOD IS ETERNAL, GOD IS LOVE, HE IS OMNIPRESENT, OMNISCIENT AND OMNIPOTENT. GOD IS SOVEREIGN AND UNCHANGING. GOD IS HOLY AND GOD IS JUST.

NOW CHURCH, YOU NOW KNOW WHO GOD IS. THIS BRINGS UP FOUR MORE POINTS AS TO WHO GOD IS.
        THE TRINITY. THERE IS ONE GOD: FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT, A UNITY OF THREE CO-ETERNAL PERSONS.
THE FATHER. GOD THE ETERNAL IS THE CO-CREATOR, THE SOURCE, THE SUSTAINER, AND SOVEREIGN OF ALL CREATION.
THE SON. GOD THE ETERNAL AND CREATOR, BECAME INCARNATE IN JESUS CHRIST.

THE HOLY SPIRIT. GOD THE ETERNAL SPIRIT WAS ACTIVE WITH THE FATHER AND THE SON IN CREATION, INCARNATION, AND REDEMPTION.

IN DESIRE OF AGES IT SAYS, “IN THE BEGINNING, GOD WAS REVEALED IN ALL THE WORKS OF CREATION. IT WAS CHRIST THAT SPREAD THE HEAVENS, AND LAID THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE EARTH. IT WAS HIS HAND THAT HUNG THE WORLDS IN SPACE, AND FASHIONED THE FLOWERS OF THE FIELD. “HIS STRENGTH SETTETH FAST THE MOUNTAINS.” “THE SEA IS HIS, AND HE MADE IT. “PSALM 65:6; 95:5. IT WAS HE THAT FILLED THE EARTH WITH BEAUTY, AND THE AIR WITH SONG. AND UPON ALL THINGS IN EARTH, AND AIR, AND SKY, HE WROTE THE MESSAGE OF THE FATHER’S LOVE.”  {DA 20.1}
SHALL WE PRAY…
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