“Preparing for the Final Crisis - Part 3” 

Sabbath December 18, 2004

{Slide 1}  Reminder Today’s seminar at 1:15
{Slide 2}  “Preparing for the Final Crisis - Part 3”
{Slide 3}

Once again we will be turning to the book of Revelation  
{Slide 4}

In particular we will be looking at the work of Satan.
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Revelation 12:17   “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, 
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which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.

My dear brothers and sisters in Jesus, with each passing day I am humbled by what I hear, what I read and what I am seeing taking place before our very eyes in this world in general, in the church in particular. Indeed Satan has come down like a roaring seeking whom he can devour. Recent history demonstrates this to be true, so subtle, but so highly effective, has been his attacks on our denomination, resulting in a long casualty list.

Today’s sermon is one that Satan will do his best to interrupt, so please if you are, or if there is near you where you sit, any disturbance, please quench it or quickly remove it. But do not let the message that will be spoken here today, to be interrupted for one minute. We need the presence of the Holy Spirit today as we take a close look at what has happened, and what is soon to break out upon this sin cursed planet. Those who can kneel with me, please do so. Heavenly Father…
Revelation 12:17 Do you wonder why would I go to this scripture so often? For only one reason, God in His mercy has warned His last day church of what to expect in the final moments of the 6,000 year controversy, between Christ and Satan, in this theater called planet Earth.  
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“And the dragon (who’s the dragon?)
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(that’s Satan) 
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was wroth (that’s anger out of control) 
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with the woman, (who’s the woman?)
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(that’s God’s church from Apostolic times and multiplied millions have felt his wrath, paying dearly with their lives rather than compromise their allegiance to the King of heaven)
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and went to make war (that is his final, all out assault) 
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with the remnant of her seed, (that is only the faithful of the last generation which will not conform or compromise in one single area of God’s revealed will for His people) 
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which keep the commandments of God, (Yes and this will be a faithful people who would sooner die than compromise one iota of God’s absolute standards for righteous living) 
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and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” (Which as we have learned is the Spirit of Prophecy)

Yes I said there is a long casualty list in regards to what Satan has been doing, as he makes war on and in God’s remnant people. I have a casualty list that I will share with you. But church, don’t think by what I am going into now, that I am slamming our church. I love this church and have for 45 years. I’m not slamming the church at all, I’m slamming Satan who is the one that has been relentlessly working to destroy it from within.
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Throughout our educational system, which is the largest Protestant parochial system in the world, with around 4,700 educational institutions and over 400,000 students. Satan has been victorious in steering the leadership to throw the blueprint to the junk pile, and they followed their plans of their own devising, until our schools of learning, mirror the schools of the world. Accreditation should never have come to the Adventist education system, because accreditation is the world dictating what you can teach.  

One North Carolina church boarding school has a dress code. I know, I read it myself at a Carolina constituency meeting. Girls are not to wear shorts to class. But it’s okay in chapel. Girls should never wear shorts at any educational system in our denomination, period. Standards have been erased, curriculum has been polluted, and instead of training and preparing an army of youth for the spiritual battle of the last days, the young are educated to marry the world and prosper in this world’s goods and focus on personal achievement and self-glory. 
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But there is a faint ray of hope, as a few of the independent ministries have been training the young to carry the torch. We know from Gideon’s army that God can do much with few. He cannot and will not bring about His purposes with the contaminated amongst us, and keep that in mind friends, who He uses in these last days depends on how we handle what we have been so privileged to receive.
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Then too our publishing houses are casualties as they have been compromised, and instead of publishing only that which brings honor and glory to God, today it publishes materials that conform to the pleasure and approval of the enemies of Jehovah. But thank God as a few of the independent ministries have picked up the torch, and follow the directions given, spreading the truth throughout the world like the leaves of autumn.
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Our medical institutions that could have been the head, leading the world to God’s natural methods of healing, today are steeped in the counterfeit radical methods of Satan’s false science, using drugs, surgeries, radiation and chemotherapy, and showing no better success, then most of the worldly medical establishments. 
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But thank God for the independent ministries of Uchee Pines, Wildwood, M.E.E.T. Ministry, Hartland Wellness Center and several others, who follow the blueprint without compromise, employing God’s 8 natural doctors, to bring about dramatic healings.

{Slide 21}
The casualty list grows as the enemy of truth has overrun our Seminaries. These institutions were established to train the pastoral candidates that were to evangelize the world. Its professors and theologians, who have had their advanced training in the schools of Babylon, bring in the heresies and counterfeit doctrines, and teach these young people how to feed their future congregations diluted, erroneous, heretical baby food, while the strong meat of truth is contemptuously ignored.
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Our Adventist Book Centers, once heralding our message with only the pure truths in literature and music, today have also retreated to Egypt, with a large array of the teachings of Babylon and materials inspired by the prince of rebellion, and jewelry that makes these places abominable. The Spirit of Prophecy books, which should hold the prime positions in these stores, have been relegated to small areas behind all of the Non-SDA uninspired authors. Much of the music sold there should never enter a sincere truth seekers ears.
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The churches were to be the highest authority, with the conferences sub-servient to the churches. There was to be no one man in absolute authority over the denomination. 
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But all the counsel from God’s servant was ignored and in its place was set up a government similar in fashion to the Papal system, with one man at its head instead of the counsel directing that there should be three world divisions, having three heads to make unified decisions.
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God in His infinite wisdom gave this church the Spirit of Prophecy. 
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And His prophet meets every one on the many Biblical tests of a true prophet. 
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The gift of prophecy was to lead this church into a worldwide movement, which today has close to 14 million members.

Does the church heed the counsels that God in His infinite mercy has been pleased to send us? 
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No, and like the prophets of old, His true prophet has not only been treated with scorn and ridicule, but these so called men of higher learning have set themselves up, with revelations of their own twisted interpretations, on the direction the church should take. And the counsels of God’s prophet are rarely heard in most of our churches around the world, in fact in many, not a quote is allowed.
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Long has the church embraced a logo of the three angels, signifying the present truth of the three angels messages of Revelation 14:6-12, we have a duty to preach to a dying world. The counsel of the Spirit of Prophecy was that we were to have a logo distinct from the world.
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But in order to be more acceptable to the world, in 1996 we have adopted a more politically correct symbol. That logo is an ecumenical logo like the other churches, with a flame, cross and a Bible. Have mercy Lord. One brother called the G.C. and spoke to one in authority. He asked why did we change the logo? The reply is we don’t need to preach the three angels messages anymore, we preach love now. I don’t understand what the purpose of an extreme makeover of our historical roots has been, but there is a power that influences those who make such decisions and I for one do not believe for one minute, that it’s God’s Holy Spirit.

And I have just learned this, only this week, listen to this, in the next world General Council session, such meeting to be held in St. Louis, Mo. in 2005. They have on the agenda, an item to take a vote to drop the words Seventh-day from our church name. We will then be called “Adventists or The Adventists.” This will be as reprehensible to God as was the actions to ignore the counsel to never wear the wedding band in North America. Here is what the Testimony of Jesus is on that.

{Slide 31} Read both slides {Slide 32}
How did this happen? How did the wedding band make its way into the North American division? It was through the evil plotting of the liberals within the church, that a secret meeting was called at a previous General Conference session, and unknown to the conservatives who would have prevented such an action; the issue of the wedding band was voted in. What is the result? 

The young crop of pastors and their wives, wear their wedding bands and baptize the unconverted. They stand on no foundation to restrain the wearing of any jewelry, and so throughout North America we see the untold damage done, as only the churches of Babylon, match the jewelry worn by the unconverted in our ranks. 

When I told one of these young pastors to read the counsel on page 180 of Testimonies to Ministers, he replied, “I don’t even have that book.” We as a denomination have been on an accelerated retreat to Egypt. No such compromise will find a place in the membership at Victory. It cannot. It must not. For if it does, God will certainly remove the blessing.
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Today in the denomination, there is a Church Manual that has been accorded a place of very high honor, as it has become the absolute authority in church matters. Every 5 years the denomination takes the new rulings of the General Conference sessions and incorporates the latest compromises into the church manual. Between 1990 and 2000 over 600 changes were made in this flawed book. The manual held high, becomes a greater authority than the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy. 

I tell you this brothers and sisters, by God’s enduring grace, never will this be the case at Victory. 
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The Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy is all this church will ever need in the form of a church manual. No changes were made in the King James Version of the Bible during the same period 1990 and 2000. 600 changes to none. You tell me which is the manual to use in church matters.
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Deuteronomy 29:29 makes that crystal clear. “The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law.”  
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God made no miscalculations, He’s not remiss in His revelations, all that this church needs or will ever need this side of the second coming, can be found in the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy. Combined we have a complete and authoritative church manual, what do you say? Amen!!

{Slide 37}
And then in the area of music, the devil has long been at work ushering in a form of ungodly worship through satanic-style notes and lyrics, unknown before in our church, which creates a bedlam of noise and an emotional frenzy, mislabeled and misinterpreted as Divine worship. With drums and rock style musical instruments, the churches today have become stages for the performers who relish the adoration of their adoring audiences. 
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Rock music called Christian is an insult to the Savior of mankind. And this is called the presence of the Holy Spirit? Never would God’s Holy Spirit be present in such unholy surroundings. 

{Slide 39}  

GC 338-339 “When the professed people of God are uniting with the world, living as they live, and joining with them in forbidden pleasures; when the luxury of the world becomes the luxury of the church; when the marriage bells are chiming, and all are looking forward to many years of worldly prosperity-
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-then, suddenly as the lightning flashes from the heavens, will come the end of their bright visions and delusive hopes.”  Tell me that we’re not in the last days. 

The church is strewn with the living corpses of the lost. Whole churches will be forever beyond the mercy of God when the probation for His church ends. Yes I said the casualty list will be long, and so it is as I have read only a short list of the transgressions that our people have fallen into. They see them self as rich and increased with goods and have need of nothing as the scripture defines the church of Laodicea. 
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Revelation 3:14-17 “And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. 
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Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; (That is how the church today in its relentless march to Egypt, sees itself, but God describes how the church appears to the Majesty of Heaven) and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:  

The Christian world in general, and the Seventh-day Adventist Church structure in particular, have allowed through years of veering away from the clear directions from above as revealed in the Word, they have created a god in their own faulty human image. It is a god that is satisfied with disobedience and unholy worship. It is a god that doesn’t want rules and prophets. It is a god that delights in performers that entertain the spiritually starving with music from the pits of the damned. It is a god who wants his people to feast to the excess, on all the delicacies that could possibly be conceived, without regard to the ingredients. It is a god who is amused by the puppets and clowns and mimes and coffee houses, which are used to draw the youth. But little is used to properly grow them in the path leading to eternal safety. It is a god that cares little about the irreverence shown in the sanctuaries. And in regard to the Seventh-day Adventist Church structure in particular, it is a god that is evolving with new concessions, so as to make its churches indistinguishable from its Babylonian counterparts. It is a god who enjoys his people finding liberation now in alcohol, the unclean and Sabbath desecration.
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It is a god who directs traffic, on the broad road that leads to destruction and many of the careless and indolent, unsanctified and half-converted ones in our ranks, are finding their way back to Babylon.
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We at Victory, need to be weeping and fasting and praying and shedding oceans of tears, between the porch and the altar, for all of the abominations in the church-at-large, which are causing the cup of God’s wrath to be filled to the brim.  

We at Victory will hold the standards high and will resist every attempt to cause compromise in any area, and we at Victory should be unafraid to approach any erring brother or sister with a loving and gentle reproof, that will help them, should they stray momentarily from the narrow path that leads to eternal life. Please brothers and sisters, tell me wherein I drift if you see me off the path. To lose heaven is too high a price to pay, so don’t worry, pride will not cause me to reject any reproof from any of you, and if you love each other, pride should not cause you to reject a loving reproof from another member, who cares for your salvation. Amen?

We are in the Lord’s army together and we need to love, pray for and support each other in the final days of this journey. Last week I read this quote from S.O.P. that bears repeating. 
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GC 622 “The "time of trouble, such as never was," is soon to open upon us; and we shall need an experience which we do not now possess and which many are too indolent to obtain.” 
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That statement concludes with:

“It is often the case that trouble is greater in anticipation than in reality; but this is not true of the crisis before us.” And that is very sobering!

I read another quote from Spirit of Prophecy, and by the way, I do not use Ellen White’s name, as she was only a vessel God used to bring us the Testimony of Jesus, for that’s what the Spirit of Prophecy truly is. And like every other champion for God, she sleeps awaiting the resurrection. We are not to lift her up, or for that matter, heap any praise on her, other than to note the fact that she fought a good fight and finished the race to the honor and glory of our God, Whom she served so well. But those 25 million words of guidance and instruction, is the Testimony of Jesus, and is the gift of the Spirit of Prophecy, promised to this remnant church, and it is Jesus alone that we lift up.

{Slide 47}
The quote I was alluding to was from Testimonies, vol. 4, pp. 306, 307.

“In consideration of the shortness of time we as a people should watch and pray, and in no case allow ourselves to be diverted from the solemn work of preparation for the great event before us. Because the time is apparently extended, many have become careless and indifferent in regard to their words and actions. 
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They do not realize their danger and do not see and understand the mercy of our God in lengthening their probation, that they may have time to form characters for the future, immortal life. Every moment is of the highest value.” 

I want to stop here and enlarge on that last sentence, “Every moment is of the highest value.”  Sometimes we tend to forget that every action, every word spoken, every thought imagined, and every precious moment wasted with our attention diverted, is recorded and done so in the presence of heavenly agencies. If we value network programming higher than mining the jewels in the God-given resources at our disposal, if we choose to gossip or malign the characters of another weary traveler on God’s pathway, if we allow evil to dominate our thinking, all will be revealed to us as we rise in the second resurrection and await the fire promised to those who do not love God supremely. God alone should be in our affection, and no person, be it relative or friend, should have priority on how we use holy time. Now with probation about to end for God’s people, how could we allow one more wasted moment? Moments that are irretrievable once passed.

Going on, 
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“Time is granted them, not to be employed in studying their own ease and becoming dwellers on the earth, but to be used in the work of overcoming every defect in their own characters and in helping others, by example and personal effort, to see the beauty of holiness. 

{Slide 50}
God has a people upon the earth who in faith and holy hope are tracing down the roll of fast-fulfilling prophecy and are seeking to purify their souls by obeying the truth, that they may not be found without the wedding garment when Christ shall appear. . . . 

{Slide 51}
The signs foretold in prophecy are fast fulfilling around us. This should arouse every true follower of Christ to zealous action (Testimonies, vol. 4, pp. 306, 307).

When we can see our deplorable condition, it is with an open heart that we receive from Jesus His remedy for our situation, in 
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Revelation 3:18-22 “I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 
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As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.  Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 
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To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.”

{Slide 55}
This counsel is so important we need to put it under the microscope of understanding. Once more, “I counsel thee”, that is Jesus Himself, counseling errant followers who will listen,  “to buy” that is to obtain without money and without price as so stated in Isaiah 55:1. How do we buy? We do so by searching and reading and praying and studying. We give up our old, proud, complacent self and refocus all of our attention. Jesus tells us to buy “gold tried in the fire”. This gold is the true spiritual riches of faith and love and truth, to be tried in the fire is the furnace of affliction that removes the dross from the gold to make it pure. “that thou mayest be rich” not rich in this worlds goods, but rich in knowing your salvation is secure and that you will be a co-inheritor of all that Christ gives us, a recipient of all the promises God has made for His people. “and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed” the white raiment is the righteousness of Christ and will be the wedding garment at the marriage supper of the lamb, as well as being the only garment that can stand in the presence of a Holy God. Without spot, without wrinkle, pure, holy and undefiled. “and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear” this would describe a character absorbed in this worlds activities and plagued with pride and self-righteousness. “and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see” Here Jesus is speaking of the anointing of our eyes of understanding. You see The Holy Spirit does the convicting, the convincing and the converting. The eye salve is true spiritual discernment obtained through the word of God by the agency of the Holy Spirit.

{Slide 56}  

“As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten:” The chastening of God is loving discipline that leads to repentance. The Lord knows that His remnant people need a deep repentance and reformation that will fit them for the latter rain. 3-1/2 years the disciples spent in the presence of Jesus, and yet they went into the upper room unprepared to receive the Holy Spirit in the early rain experience, as they were jostling among themselves to see who would be the greatest. But in the subsequent events that culminated on the day of Pentecost, they had unity and they were prepared for the outpouring of God’s Spirit and 3,000 souls were added to the church in a single day.

“be zealous therefore, and repent.”  Yes God would have us to repent of our sins, that like the disciples, make us unfit for the latter rain experience. But that doesn’t mean each person in this room could not attain to that level of experience, as we have this counsel in Spirit of Prophecy. “Let us strive with all the power that God has given us to be among the hundred and forty-four thousand” (RH March 9, 1905).  {7BC 970.10} If we believe that we could not possibly attain, then we will let down our guard and yield to compromise, thereby we will stand before God without a wedding garment, rather in the garment of the shame of our nakedness. 

“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”
Jesus stands at the door of our hearts and minds, knocking, but not forcing His way in. He goes nowhere uninvited. He wants to be the power in your life, to be able to overcome and to be found worthy. You will fail to attain if you are the one trying to attain. However, inviting Jesus in, it is He that can live His righteous life in you, if you cooperate soberly in these last days. That’s how you attain, and that’s how you will be found fit to be among the 144,000. Philippians 2:5 “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:” 1 Corinthians 2:16 “For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.”  In these two scriptures we have the evidence that Peter spoke of in 2 Peter 1:4 “Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.”
Jesus came in the fallen nature of man and lived a sinless life. Dressed in the garb of humanity, He overcame daily every temptation, and He was tempted far above that of any man.  Doing so fully in the nature of a man, while suppressing the Divine nature, which He never used for his personal welfare, He used the power available to us all, the power from God that we can obtain daily, as He did every morning. He conquered sin’s temptations one day at a time. And if we go to the well daily and draw in the life giving power, we shall be filled, we shall be found faultless, but we shall be without excuse if we choose to yield to Satan’s power. Human weakness coupled with Divine power creates a wall of separation that Satan has no access to, unless we give him such entrance. Invite Jesus in to stay. Every day. Every morning. 
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Going on, “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.”

{Slide 58}
 Jesus informs us here that there will be overcomers. That means everyone here has the opportunity to be an overcomer. What a promise made to us. Think about it. No other created being at any period of the church’s 6,000 year history, has ever been promised such a high honor as to sit with Jesus in His throne. 

{Slide 59}
Revelation 2:7. The overcomers of the church of Ephesus, AD 31 - AD100, were promised access to the tree of life. 

{Slide 60}
Revelation 2:11.  The overcomers of the church of Smyrna, AD 100 - AD323, were promised that they would not be hurt of the second death.

{Slide 61} 

Revelation 2:17 The overcomers of the church of Pergamos, AD 323 - AD538, were promised that they would be given a white stone which represents acquittal and a new name which represents a new character.

{Slide 62} 

Revelation 2:26,27 The overcomers of the church of Thyatira, AD 538 - AD1798, were promised that they would have ultimate victory over their former oppressors. 
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Revelation 3:5 The overcomers of the church of Sardis, AD 1798 - AD1833, were promised to be clothed in white raiment, as their names would not be blotted out of the book of life. Jesus will confess these victorious ones before His Father and the angels. 

{Slide 64}
Revelation 3:12 The overcomers of the church of Philadelphia, AD 1833 - AD1844, were promised to be pillars in the temple of God with the name of God, New Jerusalem and Jesus name, written on them. Very High Honors. 

{Slide 65}
Revelation 3:21 But the overcomers of the church of Laodicea, AD 1844 - till the end of probation, these will sit with Jesus in His throne. These will have attained to character perfection and will have vindicated the character of God before the universe. 

These will receive the latter rain and will preach the final message to the world, resulting in great multitudes coming out of the churches of Babylon. The 144,000 will come through the plagues unscathed and they will be translated without seeing death, when Jesus comes. They will eternally be a most special people to God.

You and I are given this opportunity to be among that honored group. Satan himself cannot prevent you from being amongst such ones. There is only one created being that can prevent you from attaining to that high honor. He or she is that one who looks at you in the mirror. 

We have the Bible, we have the Spirit of Prophecy, we have videos and audios. Church, we have the resources. But do we have the time to prepare. Only the person in the mirror can tell you. Network programming will not be found on the narrow pathway. God’s money spent on a secular cable or satellite can never be justified before a Holy God. That’s money spent to fill the minds with Satan’s garbage. If you cannot control what you view, surely it would be better not to have a TV period. Put it on God’s scales, TV and worldly programming on one side, eternal life on the other.  Which carries more weight with you?

Psalm 101:2,3 “I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way…I will walk within my house with a perfect heart. I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes:”
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“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”
{Slide 67}   
I close with these Testimonies of Jesus GC page 620 “Those who delay a preparation for the day of God cannot obtain it in the time of trouble or at any subsequent time. 
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The case of all such is hopeless.”  
{Slide 69}
And finally from the same book we have these encouraging words about the overcomers, page 611-612. “Servants of God, with their faces lighted up and shining with holy consecration, will hasten from place to place to proclaim the message from heaven. By thousands of voices, all over the earth, the warning will be given. 
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Next Week “Preparing for the Final Crisis - Part 4” 

{Slide 71} (Shall we stand and sing our closing hymn “Faith is the Victory” page  608) 
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