December 23, 2006
Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church
        “O Come Let Us Adore Him” 
The Sermon title today is, “O Come Let Us Adore Him.” In two days many of the world’s 9,000 plus Christian denominations will be celebrating the arbitrarily chosen day of the birth of Christ. It is not important that we celebrate a designated day for the birth of Christ, for there is no direct command in scripture stating that we should. What is important is that He was born, and that event occurred in 4 B.C., in God’s perfect timing, exactly 4000 years from the year of creation in 4004 B.C.
Let us just now pray for God’s presence, wisdom and guidance, before opening and studying His Word…

Shall we take our Bibles and read the announcement from the heavenly beings found in Luke 2:8-14 “And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”  
What is most significant to you and me in the account of Jesus’ birth is the one sentence in verse 11, “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”
Yes, even though the event of His birth was important, far more important to every Christian was His earthly ministry, which began in the fall of AD 27 at His baptism, and even still more important is His death, becoming our substitute second death for the sins we committed, which He redeemed us from, and then the subsequent glorious resurrection from the grave, furnishing all Christians the blessed hope that death cannot keep the victorious saints of God, prisoners in the grave. 
You know, I find it both amazing, yet sad, that 99% plus of so called Christians, endowed with reasonable intellect and abilities, find it so hard to read the plain teaching of the scriptures in regards to God’s true and perfect day of rest, the seventh day Sabbath, yet without any Biblical foundation, they will prefer to honor a day dedicated to the worship of the Pagan sun god. Equally incredible is the fact that the day assigned to be celebrated as the birth day of Jesus, was in fact the birthday of Tamuz, the so called son of the Pagan Nimrod, who was worshipped as the god of the sun. Sunday worship and December 25th are two gifts to the world of Christianity from the world of Paganism, and how those idol gifts are cherished, practiced and defended as if the God of heaven mysteriously blessed them.

Even though we do not know the day or the month of the birth of Jesus, let’s look at the fact of what we do know. In that geographical part of the world, there are no shepherds out grazing their flocks in December or even November. I believe that Jesus was born in the fall of the year, perhaps October, when in fact the shepherds would be still tending their flocks. Why do I believe it was in the fall? My answer is supposition and not based on any documented fact. The decree kicking off the 2300 year prophecy was in the fall of 457 BC. Jesus began His ministry with His baptism in the fall of AD 27. The Jews were cut off as the chosen people in the fall of AD 34. The anti-typical day of Atonement, know as the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary began on the 22nd day of October 1844. God’s timing is quite uniform in its progressive occurrences. I do believe that His birth was in the fall of 4 BC, but as I previously stated, we do not know the month and day for a fact, and if it were to be celebrated by God’s people, there would have been heavenly counsel.
As soul winners, we have not been commissioned to rain on anyone else’s parade. In other words, spreading the gospel does not include lectures on the date of the birth of Christ, to those who celebrate the festival called Christmas in ignorance. Such news is mostly negative in nature and could injure your chances of reaching those same people with the good news of the everlasting gospel pertaining to this final generation. Even the warning against the pagan tradition of erecting what we call today a Christmas tree, found in Jeremiah 10:2-4, is not our message for the unlearned. Our message is the everlasting gospel and deviations and detours from that message serve Satan’s purposes only.
Just as Noah had an everlasting gospel to preach to the antediluvians, those who inhabited this planet before its destruction by the flood, so we, God’s remnant people, in this last generation have an everlasting gospel message as spelled out in Revelation 14:6-12. Turn in your Bibles to the 14th chapter of Revelation and we will look at verse 6. “And I saw…” (John, a credible eyewitness, is relating what he had seen in this vision) “…another angel…” (John had seen a strong angel in an earlier vision and also the four angels holding back the winds of strife. He also saw the seven angels and the sounding of the seven trumpets. But now his attention is fixed on another angel.) “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel…” (And who is this everlasting gospel for?) “…to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, …” (This is definitely a worldwide proclamation.) 
How do we know that this is the everlasting gospel for earth’s final generation? The answer is because in verse 14 of the same chapter we see the vivid portrayal of the second coming of Jesus immediately following it. No other denomination is preaching and teaching it, and sad to say, the majority of our people don’t even understand it, nor do they know where to find it. 
Alright, so what does the message of the first angel in verse 6 proclaim? Verse 7, “Saying with a loud voice, …” (This is no timid message, it is to be proclaimed by God’s people with strong conviction and holy boldness. And what is the first angel’s message?) “…Fear God, …” (In the first two words we have the righteousness by faith message) “…and give glory to him; …” (Here next is our health and temperance message. I read this from the Spirit of Prophecy, which is the Testimony of Jesus, “To give glory to God is to reveal His character in our own, and thus make Him known. And in whatever way we make known the Father or the Son, we glorify God.” MS 16, 1890) “Fear God, and give glory to him; for (what does it say?) the hour of his judgment is come: …” (Here is the sanctuary message along with the 2,300 day/year prophecy and Jesus’ ministry on our behalf in the Most Holy place of the heavenly sanctuary) “…and worship him…”(that is worship Jesus the Creator) “…that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.” And here we have the Sabbath message. So here is part of the everlasting gospel encased in the first angel’s message, righteousness by faith, health and temperance, the sanctuary, the 2,300 year prophecy, the High Priest ministry of Jesus and the Lord’s Day Sabbath message. 
Verse 8 is the second angel’s message proclaiming the fact that Babylon is fallen and for emphasis repeats the fact that Babylon is fallen. Let’s read it, “And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, …” (The message here of course is that Babylon has clearly departed from the truth of God.) “…that great city, …” (A reference to the Papacy at Rome.) “…because she made all nations drink of the wine…” (The wine being her false doctrines which are numerous and all of the Protestant denominations who preach and teach any of these false doctrines are also categorized as Babylon.) “…she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” (The fornication referenced here is the spiritual adultery or unfaithfulness to God.) 
Listen now as I read this from the Testimony of Jesus, “God denounces Babylon "because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication." This means that she has disregarded the only commandment which points out the true God, and has torn down the Sabbath, God's memorial of creation.
     God made the world in six days and rested on the seventh, sanctifying this day, and setting it apart from all others as holy to Himself, to be observed by His people throughout their generations. 
     But the man of sin, exalting himself above God, sitting in the temple of God, and showing himself to be God, thought to change times and laws. This power, thinking to prove that it was not only equal to God, but above God, changed the rest day, placing the first day of the week where the seventh should be. And the Protestant world has taken this child of the papacy to be regarded as sacred. In the Word of God this is called her fornication.  
     God has a controversy with the churches of today. They are fulfilling the prophecy of John. "All nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication." They have divorced themselves from God by refusing to receive His sign. They have not the spirit of God's true commandment-keeping people. And the people of the world, in giving their sanction to a false sabbath, and in trampling under their feet the Sabbath of the Lord, have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” (Letter 98, 1900).  
As we reverently read the 14th chapter of Revelation, verses 9-11, let us keep in mind that here is God’s final and most solemn warning message to a planet in rebellion, the warning against receiving the mark of the beast. Shall we read it together? “And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.”
Though we read here a sad outcome for those who reject God’s mercy and grace, yet what comes through is God’s pleading voice. It’s God speaking as He did in Ezekiel 33:11 “…As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?”   
It is true that God has extended the probationary period of planet earth, but God’s mercy is being shredded by those who are lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God. 
His grace has turned to disgrace by all of those unfaithful shepherds who have a form of godliness, but deny the power thereof: ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth, the blind leading the blind and both going into the ditch.

To Babylon that is fallen, is fallen, God says, “Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die?”

But God has a people, a movement, a remnant who are unafraid to proclaim Earth’s final messages. They are not waiting in quietude for some special anointing, they are now with holy boldness declaring God’s messages to a perishing world. All around us are the sick and suffering, going to Christ-less graves, lost for eternity, because someone who knew the eternally life saving truth, kept their light under a bushel.

How many have crossed our paths and listened to the deafening silence from our closed lips? You who may still attend or those who once went to Sunday churches, have you said nothing to the dear brethren there? God can not make exceptions for ignorance in this last generation, for they have the time and the resources to discover truth. Instead they chase the devil’s rabbits and trust their salvation to their pastors. Do you love them? Do you wish to see them lost? What has been your witness to them? You may be their only hope for eternity in this final generation that is without excuse. Do you fear rejection? God holds each of us responsible. 
Do they see that you have answered God’s call in Revelation 18:4 as the 4th angel unites with the three angels proclaiming, “Come out of her my people…” Remember this, God cannot reach those still in Babylon if you yourself have not come completely out. It would only be then, when you have fully come out of Babylon, that that Sunday pastor and that Sunday congregation will believe that you believe what you believe. This is serious business. Our own eternal life may hinge on our witness. There are many undecided, worshipping with the remnant believers, who gamble with eternity, not having decided to follow Jesus all the way. 

But God says through His prophets, “…choose you this day whom ye will serve…” Joshua 24:15 Does that sound like God wants us to delay our decision? “For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” 2 Corinthians 6:2    
We have no guarantee of tomorrow. The witness of God’s people will be with a bold statement. Come out of her God says because she is unfaithful and she is drunk with the wine of false doctrine. 

Any hesitation will lead to complacency and complacency will lead to grieving the Holy Spirit. Continued hesitation leads to ultimate rejection and eventually the loss of conviction. The wheat and the tares grow together, but the wheat will not hesitate when commanded by God to, “…come out of her my people.”
The Sermon title today is, “O Come Let Us Adore Him.” How is it that we can adore Him? My 46 years of fellowshipping with the like believers has taught me that we adore Him by living a life of a total surrender, our will fully merged in His will, grafted into the vine with a connection that cannot be torn loose, as we respond to the commission to go into all the world, all the world being where ever we are at any given time, teaching them to observe all things that our Savior commanded us.

We are to be living lights and devout adherents to the health message that God in His mercy has given His remnant believers. And just as we hear the gospel message found in the Holy Scriptures, so we are to comply without hesitation to the Testimony of Jesus, found in the Spirit of Prophecy, all those things that pertain to our health message.

God’s Word has never given the order to delay our decision to a more convenient time, a decision such as keeping the seventh day holy. Nor are we given the order to delay our decision regarding the health message to a more convenient time. Truth is truth and truth sets you free. Jesus said in John 17:17, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” To be sanctified by God is to be set apart for holy use. Gideon had 32,000 men to battle 185,000 of the enemy. But the weak and vacillating went home and he was left with 10,000 men. But there were those among that 10,000 who hesitated and God could not use them and Gideon was left with a remnant of 300 who obeyed God. 185,000 of the enemy were slain and Gideon’s obedient men suffered no loss.

Willful transgression of God’s moral law results in sin and suffering in this life. If left un-confessed and un-repented of, then ultimately, eternal loss. Likewise transgression of the 8 laws governing health of body, mind and soul is also sin against the temple of the living God, and results in physical suffering now which leads to taking drugs which in many cases affects the mind and the emotions, which in many cases affect the spiritual life as the defenses guarding the mind are weakened in the process. And this process could lead to eternal loss.

O come let us adore Him in word, thought and deed, making a solid promise not to neglect in any area of our physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual well being.     

O come let us adore Him in our commitment to be uncompromising in our spiritual growth, ever onward and ever upward.

O come let us adore Him as we praise Him on our knees…

Shall we pray...
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