“HE GAVE”

Sabbath December 25th
Christmas Day 2004 

Today is the day that the Christian world is celebrating the birth of Jesus, the Savior of mankind. It is not our calling to tell the deceived, that they are wrong in their choice of celebration, by upholding a pagan tradition that has been baptized Christian, as most people, truly believe that Jesus was born on December 25th. It is sad to see the parents lying to their children about a mystical fat, bearded man in a red suit that flies through the air in a sled that magically is drawn by antlered animals. That he lands on rooftops, enters through chimneys, and visits every house in the world, within 24 hours. Many of the majority who participate in these falsehoods are professing Christians, who somehow feel that since the whole world follows this tradition, it must be okay to ignore the 9th commandment, if only for just a season.

The Sabbath School theme at Victory for the month of December has been “The Reason for the Season.” And that’s where I would like to focus today, on the Triune Godhead, the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, as we will take a pause in the “Preparing for the Final Crisis” series.The title of today’s sermon is, “He Gave”. Shall we seek the Lord’s presence as we pray? Heavenly Father…

It is a little strange how the majority of people do tend to slow down and cause their natural, carnal hearts, normally filled with pride, self-seeking and vainglory, to warm up just a little. A mystical spirit of kindness and giving, usually absent in the previous months of the year, begins to surface, along with a plastic smile that they painfully endure for the two to three weeks that they exchange their verbal, seasons greetings. 


 When the celebrations end, and the season of joy fades into nothingness, once again the carnal thoughts rise to first place in their minds and their affections. The façade disguised as love, kindness and self-forgetfulness is trashed, as life as usual returns, chasing the never ending goals of getting, striving for an elusive supremacy, and seeking unending fulfillment with the world’s offerings. The psyche is once again comfortable in its familiar surroundings called the norm.


Let the sincere seeker of truth never settle for the love of this world, as all it ever really offers is a mirage, masquerading as hope. A surface illusion with no depth, and even that part which is visible, eventually evaporates into despair and hopelessness, just as the fancy new car is eventually found rusting in a salvage yard, never to race the highways again. 

Jesus is our all in all. He is no illusion, no false mirage, rather He is the genuine height and width and depth of hope, and faith and love.


At Victory, you do not come to be entertained with an ear-pleasing sermon; instead you are here to grow in the word. So today, I will teach from God’s word and we will grow together.

As you know, we as Seventh Day Adventists believe in the Godhead as the Trinity. But since the Catholic Church uses the word trinity in a way that does not bring honor, respect and glory to God, I much prefer describing the Godhead as the Triune God. Triune means three in one. I’m aware that some people here have a problem understanding the Godhead, so I would like for us to first examine all the scriptures using the word Godhead, and then to see how they are three distinct and separate Beings, that operate in all areas of action in a totally unified manner. 

The first scripture is in Acts 17:29 “Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device.”  A little background here, Paul was in Athens and he was eloquently addressing the wise philosophers of Greece. These were a people steeped in idolatry, as there were idols and statutes all over the cities and the landscapes. 

With the God-given wisdom of a Solomon, he said the following, and I’ll be reading verses 22-28 of Acts 17. “Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said,Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious.  (Now did Paul have a holy boldness? A total stranger to these wise men, and he starts off telling them their problem. It was a wise move on his part because it grabbed their attention and then what followed is a New Testament classic) For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you. (What a blessing that Paul could so beautifully present His God in heaven, in such a manner) God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us: For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.”  

Then in the following verse, he had opportunity to give these Grecians the 2nd of God’s Ten Commandments forbidding the worship of idols, Acts 17:29 “Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device.”  

The next verse in the Bible using the Word Godhead is Romans 1:20  “For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:” 

Here Paul directs our minds to behold creation through nature, so that we may see, He who is the God of creation. However, nature is not God, nor was it ever God. The voice of nature testifies of God, but nature is not God. Man in his foolishness, exalts nature and the laws of nature, above Nature’s God. They make a god of nature and professing themselves to be wise, they become fools in their worship.

The third verse in the Bible using the Word Godhead is Colossians 2:8,9 “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.”  

There you have the only three texts in the entire Bible, which use the Word Godhead to describe the government of God. The words trinity and triune are not to be found at all.

I read this from the Spirit of Prophecy - C.O.L. pg. 115 “In Him (the reference is to Jesus) In Him is gathered all the glory of the Father, the fullness of the Godhead. He is the brightness of the Father's glory and the express image of His person.”

There are those who believe that God is a Being of absolute oneness, orthodox Jews for example, and that there is no Godhead composed of other such eternal beings.

There are others, who subscribe to that theory, and they relegate Jesus to the role of a created being, such as Jehovah’s Witnesses.

We however, choose to accept no theory, no theologian’s long-winded explanation on his or her views explaining God, or the Godhead. And really, theology today has evolved into the study of what theologians believe they think the Bible is trying to say, along with what they interpret other theologian’s conclusions to be on religious matters. For some reason all of their learning fosters within them a pharisaical pride, and they develop an admiration for their own wisdom, as if they are possessors of absolute truth.

Suffice it to say that God says in 2 Timothy 3:7 “Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”  

No, we would rather discover in humility and with a teachable spirit, what God Himself has revealed through His Word, about His eternal existence, as three separate Beings in the Godhead. That is the only safe way to take a stand, with an “It is Written!” 

The first place we will turn in our Bibles is to the beginning where the triune God is involved in creation. Genesis chapter 1 and verse 1. “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” You will find in the very first 10 words of the Bible, that which blows the whole theory of evolution to bits, with a big bang, the origin of earth and the origin of the species. From the many scriptures in the New and Old Testament, we know that Jesus was the active agent of the Godhead, and it was He who did the creating of all things. 

In verse 2 the Holy Spirit is identified in His role of creation. “And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.”  

And the Father was indeed present, as we see the Father and the Son discussing the creation of man and the characteristics he would be endowed with, in verse 26. “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness:” This is one person of the Godhead, speaking to His co-equal God. We see this plurality again in Genesis 3:22, “And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us,…”

So we find in the first chapter of the Bible, the three separate and distinct Beings of the Godhead. Now here is a very important thing for you to learn. 

Transparency #1- Every reference to God in the first five chapters of Genesis is the Hebrew word elohiym (el-o-heem) which is the plural of elowahh (el-o-ah), which means the Diety of God, therefore a unity of Divine Beings.

“In the beginning, God created (elohiym bara) God (plural) created (singular).

Transparency #2- In regards to the orthodox Jew who believes in the absolute oneness of God, we will look closely at the verse they so often quote, and that is Deuteronomy 6:4, “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:” On the surface, it looks like a good argument in favor of absolute oneness. However a closer examination reveals that the word one is from the Hebrew word echad (ek-hawd), which is a Hebrew adjective meaning unity. Each day of creation were and evening and a morning – one echad day. Two entities of time declared to be one unit of time. A day.

In Deuteronomy 6:4, in order to have absolute oneness, it would have required the Hebrew word yachiyd (yaw-kheed). However verse 4, with the Hebrew words supplied would say, Jehovah our elohiym is echad Jehovah. And from that we can conclude that God is Divine Unity and not absolute oneness.

Transparency #3- The word for absolute oneness would be the English word only, and the Hebrew word yachiyd.

yachiyd – pronounced (yaw-kheed) meaning single; sole; solitary

We now turn to Genesis 22:2 (not verse 3 as shown on the transparency) for an example of absolute oneness. “And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac…” The Hebrew word for only is yachiyd (yaw-kheed)
To give a little clearer understanding of the word one, echad, the Hebrew adjective meaning unity, let’s look at Genesis 2:24. “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.” The two shall become one (echad), in this case a unity of two beings. As God the Father and God the Son are two Beings that are One, (echad). Do you see?

We have seen the example at creation where all three members of the Godhead, were distinct and separate but unified in thought and purpose. Now we will fast forward to the baptism of Jesus where we find all three present again. Turn to Matthew 3, verses 16 and 17. “And Jesus, (God the Son) when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God (God the Holy Spirit) descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (God the Father).

Few of us really grasp the significance of what happened at the baptism of Jesus, as it is a matter of great importance to us, in that Christ was accepted of the Father, in man’s behalf.

Transparency #4- I read this beautiful quote from {ST, April 18, 1892 par. 5} Listen, “Because of sin the earth had been cut off from heaven, but with his human arm Christ encircles the fallen race, and with his divine arm he grasps the throne of the Infinite, and earth is brought into favor with heaven, and man into communion with his God. The prayer of Christ in behalf of lost humanity cleaved its way through every shadow that Satan had cast between man and God, and left a clear channel of communication to the very throne of glory.”
The unity prayer of Jesus is found in John chapter 17, a most stirring prayer that we should read often. We will read verses 1-5, “These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.  And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.” 

When you read this, you hear One distinct Being talking to another distinct Being. Yes my brothers and sisters, we do serve a triune God, three distinct Beings, separate in existence, but one in mind and purpose and decision. 

Before the foundation of the world was made, the plan of salvation was designed in eternity. God foreknew that the risk of giving His created ones free choice, could cause one to err. And it was decided back in eternity that if one such created being were to fail the test of obedience, God Himself, their Creator, would be the only one who could provide a way to redeem them. 


I invite you to open your Bibles to Revelation 13:8 “And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” 

For God so loved… Jesus would be the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.  Think on it for just a moment. Before creation, the plan to redeem was in place. God had nothing to do with man’s free choice to do evil, but He had the remedy if that was the route man would choose. Do we serve an awesome God or what?

Transparency #5- From Desire of Ages Page 25

“Christ was treated as we deserve, that we might be treated as He deserves. He was condemned for our sins, in which He had no share, that we might be justified by His righteousness, in which we had no share. He suffered the death which was ours, that we might receive the life which was His. "With His stripes we are healed."  {DA 25.2}

     By His life and His death, Christ has achieved even more than recovery from the ruin wrought through sin. It was Satan's purpose to bring about an eternal separation between God and man; but in Christ we become more closely united to God than if we had never fallen. In taking our nature, the Saviour has bound Himself to humanity by a tie that is never to be broken. Through the eternal ages He is linked with us. "God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son." John 3:16. He gave Him not only to bear our sins, and to die as our sacrifice; He gave Him to the fallen race. To assure us of His immutable counsel of peace, God gave His only-begotten Son to become one of the human family, forever to retain His human nature. This is the pledge that God will fulfill His word. "Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder." God has adopted human nature in the person of His Son, and has carried the same into the highest heaven. It is the "Son of man" who shares the throne of the universe. It is the "Son of man" whose name shall be called, "Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." Isaiah 9:6. 

The I AM is the Daysman between God and humanity, laying His hand upon both. He who is "holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners," Hebrews 7:26, is not ashamed to call us brethren.; Hebrews 2:11. 

In Christ the family of earth and the family of heaven are bound together. Christ glorified is our brother. Heaven is enshrined in humanity, and humanity is enfolded in the bosom of Infinite Love.  {DA 25.3}

I close with, “For God so loved… He Gave”
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