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“A Balanced Christian” 
Sabbath December 26, 2009

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

There are those in the church of God with extreme views, far to the right of truth, and there are those with extreme views far to the left of truth, but where is it that God would have us be in our thoughts, in our worship, in our studies and in our daily walk with the Lord? Before we begin let us kneel where possible and reverently seek God’s guidance…

Turn in you Bibles to Matthew 13:24-30. Coincidently, this parable was brought up in our Wednesday night prayer meeting. Quoting, “Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.” 

What are tares? The dictionary says tares are noxious plants of the grass family, now called Siwan or Zowan by the Arabs.  It grows among the wheat everywhere in Palestine, and bears a great resemblance to wheat while growing, so much so that before they head out, the two plants can hardly be distinguished. The Arabs do not separate the tares from the wheat, unless by means of a fan or sieve after threshing. If left to mingle with the bread, it occasions dizziness, and often acts as an emetic.

In the parable of the wheat and tares, Jesus made it clear that there will be noxious tares growing with the precious wheat. Well, what does that suggest? Simply that in the church there will be both the saved and the lost that will worship together and will be finally separated in the harvest of the world. The lost (the tares) will remain on earth in a millennial sleep when Jesus comes while the saved (the precious wheat) will rise to meet Jesus in the air to spend eternity with Him.
We know by definition what a literal tare is, but what is a tare in human language. Although we are not to judge our brethren, they are not hard to distinguish. They do not exhibit the characteristics of the precious wheat. Well what are the characteristics of the precious wheat? Galatians 5:22-24 provides the answer: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.”
Since a tare resembles the wheat, they may at times look to have some of the characteristics of the wheat and at times may appear holy, worshipping alongside their brethren. They sing the songs and read the scriptures and pray the prayers. They have moments of joy and do good things and even appear to have strong faith. 
But the dictionary says that if left to mingle with the bread, it occasions   dizziness. When someone is dizzy what is their problem? They are out of balance. They usually are not focused well and have occasion to trip. It also said if left to mingle with the bread, it often acts as an emetic. The dictionary says that an emetic is a substance that will cause one to vomit.
Does the Bible describe characteristics that would cause one to vomit? Yes, in fact it describes the spiritual condition of the Laodicean church that makes God want to vomit. Let us look at those characteristics, and rather than apply it to the church as a whole, let us think of it as the spiritual condition from an individual point of view. Revelation 3:15 to the first part of verse 17 “I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.  Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; …”
Now let’s look at the clues: “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing;…” This does not only mean from a material and financial point of view, but also applies to one’s spiritual perspective. I have the truth, I have all the videos and DVD’s, I have all the books, magazines and even the Ellen White CD-rom, and I even get monthly CD sermons from several different ministries; therefore I have all the knowledge that I need. What do I really lack? So here is a person that is quite content that they are well equipped and well studied and therefore feel they are in a right condition before God. 
Are they spiritually balanced? What did Jesus say next in the last part of verse 17? “…and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:” This is not only the condition of the Laodicean church in our time, but it is the spiritual condition of most of the individuals in the remnant church no matter what level they are at. They are wretched because they see themselves in a condition opposite from what God sees. They are miserable because they look at others with Pharisaical eyes and feel content with their holiness. They are poor because they have not endured the trials and afflictions God uses to help one develop a holy character and often will murmur or complain instead. They are blind to their real spiritual needs and they are naked because they do not wear the robe of Christ’s righteousness.
Part of their wretchedness is due to the fact that they talk a lot and do little. They tell others everything that’s wrong with their church and feel obligated to tell who ever will listen, the negative faults with sisters and brothers in the church. They are last to lend a hand when there are things to be done and often present excuses for their failure to show up when their help is needed. They tend to be debaters and sometimes leave a person upset that they are discussing the doctrines with. They themselves have not gotten the victory over the base passions which include an unholy temper. They do not really understand what consecration is all about. This is a person way out of balance.
Is the case of the unbalanced one hopeless? No, as Jesus counseled to the Laodicean church, so is His counsel for each one of His erring flock. We look now at Revelation 3:18 “I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and [that] the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.”
What is this gold tried in the fire and white raiment and eyesalve? I read this from the S.O.P., the fifth volume of Testimonies page 233, “My brethren, you are disregarding the most sacred claims of God by your neglect to consecrate yourselves and your children to Him. Many of you are reposing in false security, absorbed in selfish interests, and attracted by earthly treasures. You fear no evil. Danger seems a great way off. You will be deceived, deluded, to your eternal ruin unless you arouse and with penitence and deep humiliation return unto the Lord.  {5T 233.1}
     Again and again has the voice from heaven addressed you. Will you obey this voice? Will you heed the counsel of the True Witness to seek the gold tried in the fire, the white raiment, and the eyesalve? The gold is faith and love, the white raiment is the righteousness of Christ, the eyesalve is that spiritual discernment which will enable you to see the wiles of Satan and shun them, to detect sin and abhor it, to see truth and obey it.  {5T 233.2}” 

Knowledge can be a good and powerful thing, but void of the love of God in the heart, it can be a destroyer if used as a weapon and thereby amount to nothingness. Listen to 1 Corinthians 13:2 from Weymouth’s New Testament, “If I possess the gift of prophecy and am versed in all mysteries and all knowledge, and have such absolute faith that I can remove mountains, but am destitute of Love, I am nothing.”
When we share the Word of God with another individual, we better do so with the love and concern for that person’s eternal salvation; so that  they can sense that love and concern we have for their spiritual welfare. In most cases they are spiritually ignorant to a lot of the true Bible doctrines. But we are not to sound spiritually superior, rather in love for their soul we should take them to the scriptures and show them the “it is written” that will enlighten their understanding. 
We need only to think back when there was a time that we were spiritually ignorant, but with someone’s patient help and our persistent study, we were able to segregate the truth from fiction. When we leave any person whom we have had a study or even a short conversation, we are to leave them in blessed and pleasant state of mind. 
Our constant study should be the life of Jesus and how He handled every situation. He is our pattern-man. When we learn to talk like Jesus, to walk like Jesus, to pray like Jesus and to have the faith of Jesus, then our characters will begin to take on the robe of Christ’s righteousness and we can become the overcomers that we must be. The Spirit of Prophecy says, “I also saw that many do not realize what they must be in order to live in the sight of the Lord without a high priest in the sanctuary through the time of trouble. Those who receive the seal of the living God and are protected in the time of trouble must reflect the image of Jesus fully.” {EW 71.1} 

This counsel makes it clear, that there are no other options on the table. Listen, “Those who receive the seal of the living God and are protected in the time of trouble must reflect the image of Jesus fully.” Are you wrestling with God in your prayer life? Brethren, what we do and choose has eternal consequences.
There is no safer path than the straight and narrow path. The majority of the Christian world travels the broad way along with a significant number of SDA’s. We need to know which road we are travelling. 

The last area I want to touch on is in the area of fanaticism in the church. Deception and fanaticism have hit the world-wide church hard in the last few decades and many of our people have accepted the false doctrines of the new theology. Many are also caught up in fanatical side issues like keeping the feast days and still others argue the Holy Spirit is not a person of the Godhead. Satan’s not done as he is preparing other side issues to draw God’s people away from its commission to preach the everlasting gospel message found in the three angel’s messages of Revelation 14.
In the book Selected Messages, volume 2, page 16, the servant of the Lord wrote, “Fanaticism will appear in the very midst of us. Deceptions will come, and of such a character that if it were possible they would mislead the very elect. If marked inconsistencies and untruthful utterances were apparent in these manifestations, the words from the lips of the Great Teacher would not be needed. It is because of the many and varied dangers that would arise, that this warning is given.  {2SM 16.4}

     The reason why I hang out the danger signal is that through the enlightenment of the Spirit of God I can see that which my brethren do not discern. It may not be a positive necessity for me to point out all these peculiar phases of deception that they will need to guard against. It is enough for me to tell you, Be on your guard; and as faithful sentinels keep the flock of God from accepting indiscriminately all that professes to be communicated to them from the Lord. If we work to create an excitement of feeling, we shall have all we want, and more than we can possibly know how to manage. Calmly and clearly "Preach the word." We must not regard it as our work to create an excitement.  {2SM 16.5}

“Satan is now working with all his insinuating, deceiving power, to lead men away from the work of the third angel's message, which is to be proclaimed with mighty power. When the enemy sees that the Lord is blessing His people, and preparing them to discern his delusions, he will work with his masterly power to bring in fanaticism on one hand and cold formalism on the other, that he may gather in a harvest of souls. Now is the time to watch unceasingly. Watch for the first step of advance that Satan may make among us.”--Review and Herald, Jan. 24, 1893.  

Revelation 12:17 John’s warning to God’s people of the last days, “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”

Why is he so angry with the remnant? You know he’s not concerned with most of the SDA church as he has most of them under his control. But it is that nasty little remnant that is preventing him from total domination of this world.

Let us be balanced Christians heeding Paul’s admonition to “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:”  
We must allow nothing to deter us from our commission, not to slow us in our witness to those still in Babylon…Shall we pray.

