December 29, 2012

Victory Everlasting Gospel 
Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
The title of today’s sermon is: 

"Adventism's 7 Pillars- #3 - The Seventh Day Sabbath"

God sends the message of Revelation 14 to prepare men and women for the 2nd coming of Jesus. 

Revelation 14:6 "And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth," … This is a saving, Christ centered message. How far does it go?    "and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people" that would be of every world wide religious persuasion. "Saying with a loud voice, Fear God," (That's obey, reverence and respect Him), “Fear God and give glory to him: for the hour of his judgment is come:" 
 Here it announces a time when judgment of the people has already begun. But notice in the time of this judgment hour, there is a special call, "and worship Him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters." Revelation 14:7 is a call to true worship. And Revelation 14:9 is a warning against false worship, because it says, "And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, …" 


In the last days of Earth's history, every human being, will either worship the Creator, or worship the Beast. The central issue is allegiance, loyalty, and obedience to God or the beast power. Remember these key points!

Look at Revelation 14:12 "Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus." The Bible gives us a clear contrast between those who will keep God’s commandments and those who will follow and worship the Beast power.

 What is the basis for worship? The fact that God is the Creator!  

Our next text introduces us to the fundamental reason for the basis of our worship of God. 

  Revelation 4:11. "Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created."  

 The basis of worship is the fact that God created us and we owe our very existence and life to Him. What happens when people forget that God created us, and that we're accountable to God?      
Evolution!  When we forget that God is our Creator, then there is no higher authority than ourselves.

Revelation 14:7 says to worship God as our Creator. What is His special sign of creative authority?        

Deep within the heart of God's law, God wrote the word "Remember", but the world forgot.  

Exodus 20:8-11 "Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.  Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:  but the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God:     in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle,  nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it." 
Some people believe that the seventh day is the Jewish Sabbath, but as we read the 4th commandment it didn't say, "the Sabbath of the Jew", but rather the Sabbath of "The Lord thy God". (vs.10)

Some think that God gave the Sabbath in the time of Moses, but the fact is that the Sabbath goes back to the Garden of Eden.

Now let’s review that first creation week. In Genesis 1:1-5, God created light and divided night from day; “And the evening and the morning were the first day.”  

In Genesis 1:6-8, God created the atmospheric heaven on the 2nd day;
       In Genesis 1:9-13, God separated the dry land from the waters and created vegetation on the 3rd day;

        In Genesis 1:14-19. God created the sun, moon and made the stars appear on the 4th day;

       In Genesis 1:20-23, God created the sea life and birds on the 5th day;
       In Genesis 1:24-31; 2:7, 21-25, God created the animal life, then man and woman on the 6th day;
Genesis 2: 1-3 tells us plainly. “Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it:”


Which day did God rest, bless and sanctify?
There in Genesis, three acts of God were involved in the creation of the Sabbath.  1) He rested.  2) He blessed the day.  And then, 3) He set it apart, and sanctified it as a day of worship and rest. And remember, there were no Jews.  When God set apart the Sabbath day in Genesis 2 for holy use, the only ones there were Adam and Eve.   

Mark 2:27 Tells us who the Sabbath was made for. Jesus said, "And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man and not man for the Sabbath:” Isn't that a funny way to spell Jew? M. A. N.  The Sabbath was made for Man! The reason God gave the Sabbath was that it was to be a blessing for all mankind, both Jews and Gentiles alike.

The 4th commandment regarding the 7th day Sabbath is no more Jewish than is the 6th commandment “Thou shalt not kill.” From Genesis to Revelation, you will not find the expression “Sabbath of the Jews".   The Sabbath is always stated as  "the sabbath of the Lord thy God".  
And God says in Exodus 20:10  "… in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy (who?), STRANGER, (so it was for the gentile, or the non-Jew as well as for the Jew), that is within thy gates:" 

God says I want you to remember the Sabbath.     Why? Why did God give us this commandment?  

Exodus 20:11 "For (that means because) in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and hallowed it." (That’s quoting Genesis 2). God calls our attention to the fact that He is the Creator.  (Same as Rev. 14:7)   This is what distinguishes the true God from all false gods. Man has always dishonored God by worshipping false gods. God is saying that if you want to remember that I am the one true God who made the heavens and the earth, then remember the Sabbath day. That’s clear!
 By causing people to disregard the Sabbath, the devil can lead multitudes away from true worship into false worship.  


Exodus 31:17 It's a sign between God and His people forever, as Christians today we are spiritual Israel.

Ezekiel 20:12 God calls His Sabbath a sign between He and His people, that they may know it is He who has sanctified them or set them apart.


The Old Testament makes it clear, it is a sign between God and His people …forever.


Isn’t it logical that Satan, the great deceiver, would attack God’s Law? Satan seeks to nullify everything that honors God, and he especially attacks the Creator by challenging the symbol of creation. 

That is why the majority of very sincere Christian people are breaking God's Sabbath every single week, therefore they are breaking all 10 commandments every week, and they don't even realize it! 

Look what Jesus said in Matthew 5:19, “Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”  

Jesus died, resurrected and ascended to heaven 13 years previous to A.D.44, when James wrote in chapter 2 verse 10 that "For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in (how many?) one point, he is guilty of (how much?) all!  

We have seen that the Bible has established the permanency of the Sabbath, let's clearly identify what day of the week is the Sabbath using the Bible as our ultimate authority. 
Revelation 1:10 John says, "I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day …" If we want to know which day is the Lord's Day, Jesus Himself will tell us what day He's Lord of. Matthew 12:8, "For the Son of man (Jesus) is Lord even of the (what day?) sabbath day." Jesus is saying the Sabbath is the Lord's Day.    
In Exodus 20:l0 stated that the "seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God." It belongs to the Lord.  It's His day! That’s clear! 

The dictionary says the seventh day is Saturday. The encyclopedia says the seventh day is Saturday. The   calendar says the seventh day is Saturday.


Mark 2:28, Jesus said “Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath.” The seventh day Sabbath is the real Lord’s Day!
Jesus, in the book of Revelation, revealed to John a message.  A message with 7 angels to 7 churches. Then John saw 7 candlesticks. In the midst of the 7 candlesticks was Christ with 7 stars. Then John saw 7 eyes, 7 heads, 7 Spirits of God, 7 seals. Then he heard 7 trumpets! Then he saw 7 last plagues. And he had this vision on the Lord's Day. Some will say that all this was done on the 1st day of the week? I don’t think so!
Here we have 7, 7, 7, 7, 7, 7, 7, 7, 7, 7th day of the week. Nothing else.   

The Bible says in Isaiah 58:13 "If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; …"

The Sabbath is the only day that Jesus ever spoke about as being His own.  He said "My holy day.” The "Lord's day", and the Sabbath day, are one in the same.
Can we really be sure which day was the seventh day when Jesus was here? Can the Bible make it clear?


In the book of Acts chapter 20 and verse 27, Luke, writing for Paul about 61/62 AD, states emphatically that he has not failed to declare all the counsel of God. If there were to be a change by God to His law and His Sabbath, it would have had to come from God and been so recorded. We stand on either the Bible or tradition.

Let's continue to establish the seventh day Sabbath from the New Testament and see what else Luke wrote in his gospel record.
Luke 23:46 “And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost.” Jesus died. What day was it?

Luke 23:54 the Bible says, "And that  day was the preparation, (talking about the day Jesus died), and the sabbath drew on.” (In other words, the Sabbath had not come yet.) 

Mark 15:42 states it this way, “And now when the even was come, because it was the preparation, that is, the day before the sabbath, …”

Luke 23:55, “And the women also, which came with him from Galilee, followed after, and beheld the sepulchre, and how his body was laid.”  Verse 56 “And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments; and rested the sabbath day according to the commandment.”
Luke 24:1, 2, “Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them." 

Here we have 3 days mentioned in quick orderly succession. The preparation day, the day that Jesus died. The Sabbath day, the day that Jesus lay in the tomb resting from His work of redemption.  The first day of the week, the day that Jesus rose from the tomb. 

Jesus died on the preparation day which we call Friday, the day before the Sabbath today called Saturday, and we know that Jesus arose on the first day of the week, called Sunday.

He died the day Christians today celebrate as Good Friday, and rose the day Christians today celebrate as Easter Sunday. The cross of Calvary establishes the Sabbath. 


Even in death, Jesus Himself rested the Sabbath day, according to the commandment.

God has asked every sincere follower to schedule a divine appointment to worship Him, and He even told us when to start and end His Sabbath.      Leviticus 23:32 “…from even unto even, shall ye celebrate your Sabbath.” Sabbath begins and ends at sundown.

Now what day of the week did Jesus keep and worship on while He was here? Jesus is "the Way the Truth and the Life".  

Luke 4:16 “And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, (What do we mean when we say, 'As his custom was'? His habit, something that Jesus always did?) … he went into the synagogue on the (FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK? NO) on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read." Jesus had a custom of going to church and worshipping on the Sabbath day. In fact He kept over 1700 Sabbaths while in His pre-Calvary lifetime.     

Did He intend for His followers to keep the Sabbath after the cross? Jesus said in Matthew 24:20,  
“But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day:” Jesus prophesied of a time that would come to the city of Jerusalem, 39 years future, when it would be totally destroyed in A.D. 70 by Titus.  Therefore Jesus shows us that the Sabbath day will still be kept after the cross.  
 What day did the disciples keep? What about the early Christian church?

 Acts 13:14 The Bible says, "But when they departed from Perga, they came to Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on (what day?) the sabbath day, and sat down." Paul preached on the Sabbath day.  
Acts 17:2  "And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures," It was Jesus' custom to go church on Sabbath; it was Paul's manner or custom also to worship on the Sabbath. Did Paul speak to the Jews only on Sabbath?
  Acts 13:42-44. "And when the Jews were gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that these words might be preached to them the next sabbath.      And the next sabbath day came almost the whole city together to hear the word of God." When "the Gentiles" wanted to hear Paul preach on the Sabbath, he didn't tell them to come to church tomorrow. No, the next Sabbath came almost the whole city came to hear the word of God! This is in A.D. 56, 25 years after the cross, Jews and Gentiles keeping the Bible Sabbath.
Let's read Acts 18:4 Here Paul in is the city of Corinth, a Gentile city. He raises up a church. "And he reasoned in the synagogue (how often?) every Sabbath, and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks."    
Acts 16:13 "And on the Sabbath we went out of the city by a river side, where prayer was wont to be made;”

Here we are in a Gentile city, Philippi meeting out by the river.  Paul and his company worshipped the Creator on the Sabbath day, which was the day that God blessed and sanctified.

In fact, every single Bible writer without exception, from Moses to John the Revelator was a seventh day Sabbath-keeper. 
Many people believe it doesn't matter which day you keep, just so long as you keep a day. The Bible says,     "There is a way that seemeth right unto a man but the end thereof are the ways of death." (Prov. 14:12). 

John 4:24. The Bible says our only safety is worshipping "in Spirit and in (what?) Truth" 

John 17:17 And the Word of God says "Sanctify them through thy truth, thy word is truth." 

Ezekiel 20:12 says, “Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them, that they might know that I [am] the LORD that sanctify them.”   


Matthew 4:4 says we are to live “… by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” Did God speak the fourth commandment from Sinai?

And God never said, "Keep A Sabbath,” as if it were optional; He said, "Keep the Sabbath".  

The seventh day Sabbath is a perpetual memorial of God's creation. This is the issue at stake.  Who do we worship?

Some very honest and sincere people say "I keep every day holy."  It is impossible to keep every day holy for 2 reasons.  

1. The same commandment that commands us to keep the seventh day holy, also says "six days thou shalt labour."  Six days are common working days.  
2. God made only one day in the week holy.  It is impossible to keep something holy that is not holy to begin with. We are commanded to work the other six days of the week.  
The Bible calls them the "six working days" in Ezekiel 46:1. God didn't say, "Keep all days as a Sabbath.  He said keep the Sabbath.   
 The idea of Sunday-keeping as a holy day is not based on the Bible, but tradition. How did it get changed?  Look at this prophecy:

Daniel 7:25 " ...and think to change times and laws:.."  Here we have a prophecy about the Antichrist beast power which in the Daniel 7 study of the “Little Horn” power;      

and the composite beast power of Revelation 13, which we carefully identified as the Papacy, or the Roman Church government; would set itself in opposition to God by attempting to change God's law.

Has the Papacy done this to fulfill Bible prophecy? We’ll look now at the Converts Catechism of Catholic Doctrine by Peter Geiermann C.SS.R.

Question – Which is the Sabbath day? Answer – “Saturday is the Sabbath day.”


Question – Why do we observe Sunday instead of Saturday? Answer – “Because the Catholic Church transferred the solemnity from Saturday to Sunday”

From “A Doctrinal Catechism” by Stephen Keenan - Page 174

Question – Have you any other way of proving that the church has the power to institute festivals of precept?

Answer – “Had she not such power, she could not have done that which all modern religionists agree with her, she could not have substituted the observance of Sunday the first day of the week, for the observance of Saturday the seventh day, a change for which there is no scriptural authority.”

Now we will look at another book, the Catholic Encyclopedia, vol. 4, page 153.


“The church, after changing the day of rest from the Jewish Sabbath of the seventh day of the week to the first, (The Catholic Encyclopedia calls the 7th day the Jewish Sabbath) made the Third Commandment refer to Sunday as the day to be kept holy as the Lord’s Day.” The reason they have the 4th commandment listed as the third, is because they removed the 2nd commandment forbidding worshipping statues.


And this from Catholicism & Fundamentalism by Karl Keating Page 38 – “…fundamentalist meet for worship on Sunday, yet there is no evidence in the Bible that corporate worship was to be made on Sundays. The Jewish Sabbath, or day of rest,  


was, of course, Saturday. It was the Catholic Church that decided Sunday should be the day of worship for Christians, in honor of the resurrection.”


From ‘Faith of Our Fathers’ by Cardinal James Gibbons, page 561 – “You may read the Bible from Genesis to Revelation and you will not find a single line authorizing the sanctification of Sunday. The Scriptures enforce the religious observance of Saturday.”
There are more than 140 references to the seventh day Sabbath in the Bible, and not one text from Genesis to Revelation naming the first day as the Sabbath or that the Sabbath was changed.   

Some people ask "Hasn't the calendar been changed?" 
42 years before Jesus was born, the world began using what is called the Julian calendar, created in 46 BC. Since Jesus' day, thousands of calendars from every nation in the world are all in agreement with each other. There is no question that time has never been lost since Jesus and the weekly cycle has never been interrupted. 

There has been one calendar change that took place in the year 1582 AD.  We switched from the Julian calendar, which Jesus used, to the Gregorian calendar we use today.  The Julian calendar had the amount of time in one year as 365 days and 6 hours. But this was 11 minutes more than it was supposed to be. Using the Julian calendar from 46 BC until the year 1582 AD, those 11 minutes accumulated for more than 1600 years, putting the calendar 10 days out of harmony with the solar system. The weekly cycle was still going as it always had, but in 1582 they made the only calendar change since the days of Jesus. 

It was Thursday October 4th.  And in order to get back in harmony with the solar system, they simply made the correction of the 10 days by making     Friday the 15th, and Saturday the 16th, and time went on as it had. The weekly cycle has never, ever been broken, or confused. Time has never been lost and there is no question that the seventh day that is in the world today, is the same seventh day that Jesus kept, when He was on the earth. In addition to all that, the Jewish people have been observing the seventh day from the time of Abraham, and they still keep it today.  

In 105 languages of the world, our day Saturday is rendered "Sabbath." In Portuguese, Italian and Spanish, it is "Sabbado"; in Russian, "Subbata"; in Bulgarian, "Shubbuta"; in Arabic,  "As-Sabt." They don't say "Saturday". They say "Sabbath".  

The U.S. Naval Observatory in Washington, DC states there has never been a change in the weekly cycle.

There are four ways that we can positively identify the seventh-day Sabbath. 1. Biblically; 2.  Linguistically, or by Language; 3. Astronomically; and        4. Historically. In every area the evidence is overwhelming and crystal clear as to which day is the true Sabbath.  
Romans 6:16 Who's authority will you follow? “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?  
What is your Guide? The Bible or Traditon?

The Mark of Jesus’ authority – Sabbath or       the Mark of the Beast’s authority – Sunday?

Revelation 14:12 says, "Here is the patience of the saints.  Here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus."  
Jesus said in John 14:15, “If (and you know if is a conditional word) If you love me, keep my commandments.” If we choose to break one of God’s commandments, we tell Jesus I do not love you.
January 12th 2013, we will study Adventism’s Pillar #4, the Non-Immortality of the Soul. 
Let us pray
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