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Some of the most comforting words of Jesus, to the Christian who anxiously awaits His return, are found in John 14:1-3. Jesus said, “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” 
It has been almost 1,975 years since Jesus gave that promise to His followers. Soon, no very, very soon, the promise given will be the promise kept. Shall we invite the Holy Spirit as we pray…
Tonight much of the world will celebrate the arrival of 2006 with great anticipation of a happy and prosperous new year. Many of those will make resolutions on how they will make their lives better in 2006. Yet some of those in their celebrating will be unaware that in 2006, they will be going to a Christ-less grave, either the victim of an accident or a health problem. With the threat of a pandemic, that could be many whether prepared or unprepared.
I would like to read this from the Spirit of Prophecy, the 4th volume of the Testimonies of Jesus to the church, “A new year has commenced. What has been the record of the past year in your Christian life? How stands your record in heaven? I entreat you to make an unreserved surrender to God. Have your hearts been divided? Give them wholly to the Lord now. Make a different life history the coming year from that of the past. Humble your souls before God.” James 1:12 says “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love Him.” “Put away all pretense and affectation. Act your simple, natural self. Be truthful in every thought and word and deed.” {4T 521.4} 

Philippians 2:3 says, “Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.” 
And this from My Life Today page 5. “Another year now opens its fair unwritten pages before you. The recording angel stands ready to write. Your course of action will determine what shall be traced by him. You may make your future life good or evil; and this will determine for you whether the year upon which you have just entered will be to you a happy new year. It is in your power to make it such for yourself and for those around you.
     Let patience, long-suffering, kindness, and love become a part of your very being; then whatsoever things are pure and lovely and of good report will mature in your experience.
     Angels of God are waiting to show you the path of life. . . . Decide now, at the commencement of the new year, that you will choose the path of righteousness, that you will be earnest and true-hearted, and that life with you shall not prove a mistake. Go forward, guided by the heavenly angels; be courageous; be enterprising; let your light shine;”

There are many resolutions we can make as individuals. Such as: 

1. I am going to study my Sabbath School lesson daily.

2. I am going to read my Bible for at least 30 minutes a day.

3. I am going to be like Daniel and pray 3 times a day.

4. I am not going to pray hurried prayers, rather I will realize that I am kneeling in the presence of God Almighty.

5. I am going to be more loving, etc.
And the list can be quite long. But if there was one resolution I would recommend all of God’s people to make, it would be the one from the 

Spirit of Prophecy found in 7BC page 970 paragraph 8. “Strive to Be Among the 144,000”
LDE 268.4 “They sing "a new song" before the throne, a song which no man can learn save the hundred and forty and four thousand. It is the song of Moses and the Lamb--a song of deliverance. None but the hundred and forty-four thousand can learn that song, for it is the song of their experience--an experience such as no other company have ever had. "These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth." These, having been translated from the earth, from among the living, are counted as "the first fruits unto God and to the Lamb" (Rev. 15:2, 3; 14:1-5.) "These are they which came out of great tribulation"; they have passed through the time of trouble such as never was since there was a nation; they have endured the anguish of the time of Jacob's trouble; they have stood without an intercessor through the final outpouring of God's judgments.”--GC 648, 649 (1911).  {LDE 268.4}
There will be many benefits to being among the 144,000, two we just read is that they will go through the tribulation and they will be translated without seeing death.
I would like to read a short selection from the book Early Writings, “I saw that the four angels would hold the four winds until Jesus' work was done in the sanctuary, and then will come the seven last plagues. These plagues enraged the wicked against the righteous; they thought that we had brought the judgments of God upon them, and that if they could rid the earth of us, the plagues would then be stayed. A decree went forth to slay the saints, which caused them to cry day and night for deliverance. This was the time of Jacob's trouble. Then all the saints cried out with anguish of spirit, and were delivered by the voice of God. The 144,000 triumphed. Their faces were lighted up with the glory of God. Then I was shown a company who were howling in agony. On their garments was written in large characters, "Thou art weighed in the balance, and found wanting." I asked who this company were. The angel said, "These are they who have once kept the Sabbath and have given it up." I heard them cry with a loud voice, "We have believed in Thy coming, and taught it with energy." And while they were speaking, their eyes would fall upon their garments and see the writing, and then they would wail aloud. I saw that they had drunk of the deep waters, and fouled the residue with their feet--trodden the Sabbath underfoot-- and that was why they were weighed in the balance and found wanting.”  {EW 36.2}

“God will test every man who enters His service. He does not ask, Do they possess learning and eloquence? Have they ability to command and control and manage? He asks, Will they represent My character? Will they walk in humility, that I may teach them My way? The soul temple must not be defiled by any loose or unclean practice. Those whom I will acknowledge in the courts of heaven must be without spot and wrinkle.”  {7BC 969.6}
Ephesians 5:27 Paul wrote, “That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.”  
“As wax takes the impression of the seal, so the soul is to take the impression of the Spirit of God and retain the image of Christ.” (ST July 18, 1911).  {7BC 970.4}

2 Corinthians 3:18   “But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 
So, what would the characteristics of the 144,000 be like? The first evidence would have to be the fact that they’re lives are void of all selfishness and pride, and that they live the fruit of the spirit 24/7/365. What is the fruit of the spirit? Galatians 5:22,23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.”  You will know them by their fruit, you will see Jesus living within. The fruit is in evidence at all times, it is not something you turn on and off.
The Spirit of Prophecy says, “Many will not receive the seal of God because they do not keep His commandments or bear the fruits of righteousness.” (Letter 76, 1900).  {7BC 970.5}
These are those who cling to self and exhibit pride and selfishness, and other characteristics of the unholy spirit. 
They labor under a self-deception that at some future date, God will work a miracle, and He will empty them of their selfish nature along with all the undesirable traits of character, and then somehow infuse them with holiness. That just will not happen. And we need to get rid of these unholy clichés, like, “God’s not done with me yet” or “I’m just a work in progress.”
Here is the command from Jesus in Matthew 5:48 “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” Does Jesus mean that we should be perfect sometime in the future? When then? Today. 
God said in Leviticus 11 in both verses 44 & 45 “…ye shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.” Is today the day to be holy, or is holiness something that we can procrastinate?
The problem with procrastination is that it becomes habit. The Bible cites only one type of perfection and that is sinless perfection. Jesus is the example of how to live a sinless life, and heaven provides all the power that was available to Jesus, it is available to us to live the victorious sinless life.

Why is there urgency? Because brothers and sisters what is happening in the world and before our eyes is the final call of God to wake up His church, as the prophecy of Ezekiel 9, the end of probation for the Seventh-day Adventist Church is soon to happen. 
If we have not suffered death by sickness or accident, then we will be alive when Jesus will make the announcement from heaven that, “…he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.” This announcement can happen at any time when the Father says to Jesus, “End the mediation, judgment is over.” 

If we are hoping that we are going to finally get the victory after this announcement, it’s too late. And we are cast with those in the other camp where Jesus had also declared, “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still:” Too late brother and sister procrastinator, too late. At this time there are only two camps. The sealed servants of God, and those with the mark of the beast. And the majority of the half-converted and the celebrating Seventh-day Adventists will be by default, secure in the camp of Satan. How willing would you be, to make the necessary sacrifices, to be holy and perfect, if you knew it was too late? How many wasted opportunities would you agonize to have back.
Listen, as human beings living in probationary time it is scarcely possible for us to contemplate the utter despair and unrelieved sense of the hopelessness of mankind when it becomes evident that the door of mercy has been irrevocably closed.
Now listen to me, with this probation ending announcement of Jesus there will be those on the one hand who did not seek the Lord with all their heart, they have not walked as Jesus walked, they did not have the victory over every besetment. They did claim Jesus as their Savior and they claimed the wonderful promises of God, but they will have failed to meet the conditions upon which the promises are effective for each individual. Such will feel they possess justification, however they will have justification by presumption rather than justification by faith.
On the other hand, there will be those who are both righteous and holy, (and man cannot possess one of these characteristics without the other) and the righteous and holy will be sealed in their lives of victory.
When God requires holiness of His people, it is the possession of the character of God. This cannot be developed by human effort, yet human effort is required to receive this gift. Listen, holiness is entirely a gift of God, yet it is only given to those who seek it with all diligence.

Paul said in Philippians 2:12 “…work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.”  I believe what we do with self, will determine our eternal destiny. Will we cling to self and feed its corrupt nature, or will we become so totally emptied that we can be filled with righteousness? The question remains, WHEN? Why did Paul say in 2 Corinthians 6:2, “…now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”?
Let’s look at some of the other characteristics of these 144,000? Paul said in Ephesians 4:29 “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.”  
Peter further elaborates on this in 1 Peter 3:10, “For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile:”
He also stated in 1 Peter 2:21,22, “For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:”  

The dictionary says that guile is cunning, deceit, slyness. Paul calls it corrupt communication. I do believe that any communication, be it joking, lying, gossiping, tale-bearing, surmising or sarcasm, if it does not lift up, it could be classed with the guile. 
Listen to what the minor prophet Zephaniah said about God’s remnant people of these last days, “The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth:” That is Zephaniah 3:13.
John in Revelation 14:5 in speaking about the 144,000 states, “And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God.”  Verse 1, same chapter, we read the following, “And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb (who is the Lamb? Yes Jesus, keep your finger there and turn to Revelation 5:6 “And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, (The Lamb is unquestionably Jesus) having seven horns (which represents perfect strength and unlimited power – Jesus is Omnipotent) and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God – Jesus has perfect wisdom and knows everything, He is Omniscient.”
Back to Revelation 14:1 “And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads.”  Let’s pause hear as I want to talk about, His Father’s Name written in their foreheads. God’s name represents two things, number 1. Ownership, in that they belong to God and number 2. Character, they reflect the image of Jesus fully. Having his Father's name written in their foreheads is the sealing which took place in Revelation 7:3. As it pertains to the 144,000, the sealing is not the Sabbath, as they have been longtime Sabbath-keepers. No this is the special sealing of the Father’s Name in their foreheads. They have reached character perfection and have so demonstrated in their lives, both to the world and to the universe. These are special people for they have vindicated the character of God to all the un-fallen beings throughout creation. Continuing now with verse 3,
“And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth.”  

Verse 4, “These are they which were not defiled with women;” Who are the women that they are not defiled by? Hold your finger there and turn to Revelation 17:1,5 “And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will show unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters: And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” And so here we have the women, the Mother Church, Roman Catholicism and her daughters, the Protestant Sunday-keeping churches that continue in their traditional worship in opposition to God’s law and testimony. 
Continuing, Revelation 14:4, “for they are virgins.”  Stop. Now this comes closer to home. By virgins it means that they have not been deceived by any false teaching including the doctrines of the New Theology, rather they hold to the pure doctrine of the scriptures. Verse 4 continues, “These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.”
Jesus is our example in all things. No other man who has ever lived is worthy to be our example. I read this from the Testimony of Jesus, “We need not wait till we are translated to follow Christ. God's people may do this here below. We shall follow the Lamb of God in the courts above only if we follow him here. Following him in heaven depends on our keeping his commandments now. We are not to follow Christ fitfully or capriciously, only when it is for our advantage. We must choose to follow him. In daily life we must follow his example, as a flock trustfully follows its shepherd. We are to follow him by suffering for his sake, saying, at every step, "Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him." His life practice must be our life practice. And as we thus seek to be like him, and to bring our wills into conformity to his will, we shall reveal him.  {RH, April 12, 1898 par. 19}
If you were to make only one New Year’s resolution let it be to “Strive to Be Among the 144,000.”
Shall we pray…
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