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Topic: The Sanctuary Part 3; Today’s Subject: “Jesus Our High Priest”
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Before we start today’s subject, let’s review what we have discussed over the last two weeks.
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Last week in part 2, we talked about the earthly sanctuary and how God told Moses to build it. It was a copy of the other sanctuary, the heavenly one, where God's throne is. 
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In Exodus 25:8,9 we read,  "And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.  According to all that I shew thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle,

 (Slide 6)
and the pattern of all the instruments thereof, even so shall ye make it." So God asked them to build a specific sanctuary to hold sacrificial services, and He gave them the pattern, which was of the sanctuary that already existed up in heaven. 
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The sanctuary service illustrated both Jesus' death and His High Priestly ministry. God used it as a visual aid to help us understand how God has chosen to deal with the sin problem. 
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The Brazen Altar or altar of Burnt Offerings was in the courtyard and was where all the animal sacrifices were performed.  
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Here it is shown with the red arrow. 
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The sinner would hold his hands over the lamb's head, and he'd confess his sin, then the man would take a knife and cut the throat and the lamb would die.  The blood was caught in a basin and would be taken by the priest into the sanctuary, while the animal’s body is burned on the brazen altar.
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We discussed the Laver and how the priest was to wash his hands and feet before working at the brazen altar or going into the sanctuary. 
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The laver was also outside in the courtyard, between the Altar of burnt offering and the Sanctuary. 
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In the sanctuary’s first apartment, called the Holy place, the candlestick is on the South side (shown by red arrow).
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Last week we discussed in detail the Seven Golden Candlestick which represents Jesus, the perfect Light of the world.
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The next item of furniture in the Holy Place is the table of shewbread, which is on north side. 
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The shewbread represents Christ as the Bread of Life, that came down from heaven. 

 (Slide 17)
And then the altar of incense was positioned before the veil.
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The altar of incense taught the great intercessory work of Christ our heavenly High Priest.
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Then we discussed the second apartment called the Most Holy Place and the one piece of furniture, the ark of the covenant, which had a mercy seat covering the cabinet which housed the two tables of stone, the Ten Commandments .  

 (Slide 20)
The perfection of our Redeemer was evidenced in the glory that surrounded the ark of the covenant. His character is transcribed in the law. And the mercy seat exemplified the love and longsuffering of God. 
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We also discussed how the animal sacrifices were the type pointing to the cross, where the Lamb of God, the antitype, died the perfect sacrifice for the sins of the world.
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The outer court symbolized the earth where Jesus came to be slain.  Jesus died in the court of this world, far outside the temple of heaven. 
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After the sinner slew the lamb, the priest entered the sanctuary with the blood, and he sprinkled the blood before the veil, thereby defiling the sanctuary. These services were performed daily, only in the first apartment

 (Slide 24)
At the end of the Jewish year, there was held a final service called the cleansing of the sanctuary.  Only once each year, the high priest would enter the Most Holy Place. This was the day that the sins of Israel were symbolically removed from the sanctuary and the people.
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Leviticus 16:30 "For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you to cleanse you, that you may be clean from all your sins before the Lord.“  Sins were forgiven in the daily service.  But at the end of the year, the sanctuary was to be cleansed so the record of sin was blotted out. It was called the Day of Atonement.
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Leviticus 16:7,8 “And he shall take the two goats, and present them before the LORD at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.  And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for the LORD, and the other lot for the scapegoat.” The blood of the Lord’s goat was used in the cleansing of the sanctuary, while 
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Leviticus 16:3 “And Aaron shall bring the goat upon which the LORD'S lot fell, and offer him for a sin offering.” So the blood of the Lord’s goat was used in the cleansing of the sanctuary. 
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Leviticus 16:15   “Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering, that is for the people, and bring his blood within the veil, … and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat:” When the High Priest has finished making atonement, he then leaves and symbolically transfers the sins from the sanctuary.
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Leviticus 16:21,22  “And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness: And the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited: and he shall let go the goat in the wilderness.”  
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The priest going daily into the Holy Place of the sanctuary represented Jesus entering the Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary. And just as the high priest entered into the Most Holy Place of the earthly sanctuary at the end of the Jewish year, it represents Jesus, our High Priest, 
 (Slide 31)
doing the final work of judgment in heaven's sanctuary at the end of time. The parallel is exact. It was the day of Judgment. It was a day when God blotted out the record of sin. 
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Then two weeks ago in part one, we learned the longest time prophecy in scripture, Daniel 8:14  “And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” We discussed the fact that this would give us the date of the beginning of the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary.
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In Bible Prophecy, and certainly Daniel 8:14 is a prophecy, one prophetic day equals one literal year, according to Ezekiel 4:6 and Numbers 14:34.
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And since one prophetic day equals one literal year, the 2,300 prophetic days therefore equals 2,300 literal years as we had previously studied.  
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Daniel 9:24 taught us about a 490 year probationary period allotted to the Jews to meet 5 conditions, or be cut off as the chosen people.
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The word determined means to cut off or to be separated from. Determined or cut off has a dual application in verse 24. The seventy weeks or 490 literal years would the time allotted to the Jews and it was a period to be cut off from the 2300 years.
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At the conclusion of the 490 years, we subtract and find the second part of the 2300 years has 1810 years remaining until the cleansing of the sanctuary.
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Daniel 9:25 gave us the beginning point of reference. “Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem ...” 
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It has been clearly established that this decree was given by King Artaxerxes in 457 BC.
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We studied all the details of the 490 years allotted to the Jews, which included the anointing of the Messiah, His crucifixion and the stoning of Stephen. The gospel then went to the gentiles. This means, according to the Bible, 
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that since 1844 we've been living in what the Bible calls God's judgment hour. 
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When Jesus ascended into heaven in 31 AD, he entered the Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary.
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But it was just a little over 161 years ago that Jesus entered the Most Holy Place and as our High Priest began the judgment in heaven.  And Christ once, in the time of the end, is going to put away sin. He is now, doing a work of judgment so He can appear the second time without sin unto salvation. 
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And that is where we will pick up in this third and final segment “Jesus Our High Priest”.
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The Bible says in Revelation 22:12  "Behold, I come quickly; and My reward is with Me, to give every man according as his work shall be."  Now we can't pinpoint the exact time of Christ's second coming but, 
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Acts 17:31 tells us "He hath appointed a day in which He will judge the world." So the Bible is clear that there is a specific time period appointed by God when this judgment takes place. We have shown that to be in 1844.

 (Slide 47)
Revelation 14:7 says "The hour of his (God's) judgment IS come." Daniel calls it, “The time of the end” a time which takes place before Jesus returns to “give every man according as his work shall be." So, if when He comes, rewards are given out, then there must be a judgment before He comes, to determine who receives what reward. The Bible is clear on that.
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Paul makes a most important statement in Hebrews 8:1,2  "Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum:  We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens: 
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A minister of the (what?) sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man."  Here we are told that we have a high priest, Jesus Christ.  He's a minister in the true sanctuary in heaven. Paul attests to the fact that Jesus entered into the heavenly sanctuary at His ascension. There are many who say that Jesus began the most Holy place ministry in 31 AD. 
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But as we have previously read in Exodus 25:8,9 that Moses was to make a sanctuary after the pattern of the tabernacle in heaven. If the type had two apartments with specific services held in each, and it was copied from the pattern, then the heavenly had two apartments with two phases to Christ’s ministry.
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Just as there was a day of atonement in the worldly sanctuary, so before Jesus comes again, there is also a work of cleansing of the record of sin to be done again. —The books of record will be examined and the Lord searches the hearts of His professed people.  The false professors of Christ are going to be blotted out of His book of life, 
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Even though the atoning sacrifice was made at Calvary 2000 years ago, we must come to Jesus Christ in humility, earnestly repentant and willing to confess and forsake our sins. Then our sins will be sent beforehand into the heavenly sanctuary to be mediated by and atoned for by the saving blood of heaven's sacrifice Jesus Christ.  
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Now look what Paul wrote in Hebrews 9:11,12, “But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, 
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that is to say, not of this building; Neither by the blood of goats and calves, 
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but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.”  Notice now, another text that speaks about the necessity to cleanse or purify the sanctuary in heaven.
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Hebrews 9:23 "It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the (where?) heavens should be purified with these; 
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but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these." There was a record of sin in the Old Testament sanctuary, there's a record of sin in the heavenly sanctuary.  It was in the blood down here, it's in the books up there. Both sanctuaries would be cleansed, but the earthly was only to serve us as an illustration of that in heaven. Hebrews tells us that Jesus would perform a "better' ministry.  What ministry is that?
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Verse 24 "For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true..."  In other words, Christ is not back in the old earthly sanctuary, but it says, 
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"but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us." And so we see clearly that Jesus has ascended into the heavenly sanctuary, and he's there, today ministering for us. 
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Looking at Hebrews 8:1,2 once again "Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum:  We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens: 
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A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man."
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Everyday, the Old Testament priest went into the Holy Place,
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but at the end of the year, the high priest went into the Most Holy Place, and sprinkled that blood of the sacrifice, representing the Lord, upon the Mercy Seat, purifying the Sanctuary. 
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This was symbolic of, Jesus going into the Most Holy Place, in the time of the end, to purify those books of record, which contain the sins of the people. When I come to Jesus and confess my sins, Jesus, my Priest up in heaven, appears before God in my behalf!
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Do I need to go to any earthly priest?  No!! We have a high priest in a heavenly temple.  We don't need an earthly priest in an earthly temple. 1 Timothy 2:5 tells us, “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;”
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And Jesus said, in Matthew 10:32, “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven." Jesus is truly,  “. .  the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world."
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There's only One Mediator for man-kind—Jesus Christ!
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All these things in the earthly sanctuary had just pointed forward to Jesus. 
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Now when Jesus ascended up to heaven in AD 31, He was to first minister in the Holy Place of the sanctuary. How do we know?
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Because we have the example of the earthly priest who first ministered in the Holy Place.
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Notice how John describes Jesus in Revelation 1:12,13  "And I turned to see the voice which spake with me.  And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks;
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And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot,
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and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 
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His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire.  And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters.  
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And he had in his right hand seven stars:  and out of his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword:  and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.  And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead.  
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And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last:  I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death." 
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That's Jesus Christ our high priest.  Revelation chapter 1 shows Jesus walking among the seven golden candlesticks, which is symbolic of the seven churches.  Where are the seven candlesticks, in the Holy or Most Holy Place?  Holy Place.  Now that just backs up what Hebrews said, "Christ entered once into the holy place." When John sees Jesus, He is standing right here in the Holy Place of the sanctuary. 
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Where do we look for Jesus in the time of the end?    In the Most Holy Place.  Notice how Revelation takes us there.
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Let's read in Revelation 11:18,19, "And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, 
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and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, 
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and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth. 
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and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail."  So in the time of the end, the temple of God was opened in heaven.     Now church, where is the ark of the testament? 
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It's right over here in the Most Holy Place isn't it?  John looked in vision into heaven and saw first the Holy Place in Revelation 1, but now in Revelation 11 he looks into the Most Holy Place and sees the ark of the covenant, that has the Ten Commandment law inside.  God is painting for us a judgment hour scene. So at the time the judgment commences, Jesus' ministry has now shifted to the Most Holy Place. 
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So far we know that Jesus is our high priest, and that He's in the sanctuary in heaven. We realize there must be a cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary 
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just like there was a cleansing of the earthly sanctuary. 
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Christ must cleanse the heavenly sanctuary of the record of sin, because there has to be a work of judgment in heaven just like there was a work of judgment here on earth. 
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The antichrist system that we know to be the Papal Church, from our study, has a counterfeit religious system, an earthly priesthood, earthly vessels, earthly images, blasphemous claims of forgiveness, drawing people's attention to an earthly system of intercession for sin. 
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Instead of looking by faith toward heaven to our great High Priest in the heavenly temple or sanctuary, people's attention is being misdirected from the all-important work of Christ. 
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Where are most Christians being told to look today? The Temple Mount in Jerusalem.
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They're being told to watch for the rebuilding of the earthly Jewish Temple in Jerusalem!  Totally looking at the wrong temple!
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Questions today are: When did Jesus pass into the Most Holy Place, to begin that last day work of judgment?  When did Jesus begin to open those books of record?  When did the judgment begin, and when could it be said, that "the hour of his judgment is come"? 
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As we have discovered according to the Bible, that since 1844, 161 years ago, the judgment began in heaven.  And Christ in the time of the end,  is going to put away sin. Christ is doing a final work of judgment so He can appear the second time without sin unto salvation. 
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Jesus is coming soon!  The books of heaven are open!  Our name is coming up for review! 
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Jesus will soon declare the verdict, in Revelation 22:12, "He that is unjust, let him be unjust still:  and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still:  and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still:  and he that is holy, let him be holy still.”  That will be the end of probation. Every case will have been decided. It will be too late to win one more soul.
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Then after a short period where God’s mercy and grace are withdrawn from this rebellious planet, and God’s wrath is poured out in the seven last plagues, 
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Jesus will come as it so states in Revelation 22:13:
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“And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” Every case will have been decided when He comes. God has trusted no other church on earth to preach the three angels messages, the sanctuary and the Sabbath. It is the everlasting gospel of present truth. 
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There is the highest urgency to these messages as soon the time of mercy and grace will have run out. 
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In Matthew 21:19 we have a most important teaching for our time, “And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever.
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And presently the fig tree withered away.” Will we sit on these messages, or will we live up to the trust God has placed in each of us. Will Jesus see that we bore fruit? Or will He find nothing but leaves. Will He say, depart from Me 
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Or will he say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”     
Shall we pray…
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