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Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

February 5, 2011
“He Never Sleeps”
Let us pray…

The title of this sermon is “He Never Sleeps”
We know that God never sleeps and praise the Lord for that. But I want to focus on the enemy of souls, since he and his angels have that same characteristic; they never sleep. They are in the 24 hour a day soul wrecking business, and you are on their agenda.
Did you ever stop to think that WE tend to give Satan another of God’s Divine attributes and that is omnipresence. We all do it. Let me prove that to you. Everyone who is annoyed by the results of an evil presence is quick to say that Satan made me do this or Satan caused this to happen or Satan tempted me about that. Think about it. Whatever bad has happened in your life, you gave Satan credit for acting on your behalf. Not only you, but everyone in this church and everyone who names the name of Christ, seems to believe that Satan is individually working in their life to cause mayhem. That happens anywhere in this country and every country of the world. In Kenya Christians will say that Satan did this or he did that. If that were all true then we are saying that Satan has omnipresence for he is everywhere influencing every one of the 2.1 billion Christians in the world.

But that is just not the case. He is a singular individual who exists and at any particular time, can only be where he actually is. We need to understand that only God the Father and God the Holy Spirit have this divine attribute of omnipresence.
Now we have no idea of how many millions, perhaps hundreds of millions of angels, went with Lucifer in his rebellion against God. What we do know is that it was 1/3 of the heavenly hosts. Recognizing that they are lost and will be destroyed in the fire prepared for the devil and his angels, they have learned from their master and have the same goal of making sure that every human being, shares in their fate.

An interesting question might be, “Is there an evil angel for every person in the world?” We don’t know that but we do know that according to Jeremiah 17:9 “The heart [is] deceitful above all [things], and desperately wicked: who can know it?” And because of that Biblical fact, the greater part of this world’s population are on automatic pilot, in other words they can be evil and produce evil actions and results and yield to most any temptation without being aided by an evil presence.  Satan does not need to deploy his angels to corrupt already corrupted minds. However if there is any change and a corrupted person begins yielding to the Holy Spirit, I am sure there would be an immediate deployment. He hates losing a single subject from his control.
So, does Satan work on our individual case? 
Since we are minimalists, I would say he probably has never even heard of you and I, nor does he probably even know that we exist. However there are evil angels who are assigned to us to bring us down. Over these last 6,000 plus years, they have been schooled by their master as to what is effective in deceiving the human race. They know how to make suggestions to people that can manipulate their behavior.  I think of that poor homeless person with the golden voice, who thought he was on top of the world. Doing radio and TV interviews and getting all kinds of job offers on radio and perhaps a movie. He promised his mother that he was going to make it this time, because he found Jesus. While in a hotel in California, the evil presence convinced him that one drink isn’t going to hurt a thing. Now he’s back in rehab, however the other day I understand he checked himself out against the advice of his doctors. What does 1 Corinthians 10:12 say?   “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.”
And what is the clear warning given to us in 1 Peter 5:8 “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:” If allowed by God he could devour each one of us in a millisecond. Thank God for His love and mercy.
In this sermon today I hope to establish 5 points about Satan. 
1. Just who is Satan? 
2. Why Did God create Lucifer? 
3. What are his plans for us? 
4. What is his future? 
5. Where does that leave us? 
1. Just Who is Satan? 
 Well just who is this devil we call Satan and how did he become such an evil being? We read this from Story of Redemption:
Lucifer in heaven, before his rebellion, was a high and exalted angel, next in honor to God's dear Son. His countenance, like those of the other angels, was mild and expressive of happiness. His forehead was high and broad, showing a powerful intellect. His form was perfect; his bearing noble and majestic. A special light beamed in his countenance and shone around him brighter and more beautiful than around the other angels; yet Christ, God's dear Son, had the pre-eminence over all the angelic host. He was one with the Father before the angels were created. Lucifer was envious of Christ, and gradually assumed command which devolved on Christ alone. {Story of Redemption 13.1}  So envy began the downfall of Lucifer. In all of God’s creations, Lucifer had it all. He had beauty, intelligence, and a high position of honor, but envy filled his heart and it showed on his countenance.
The great Creator assembled the heavenly host, that He might in the presence of all the angels confer special honor upon His Son. The Son was seated on the throne with the Father, and the heavenly throng of holy angels was gathered around them. The Father then made known that it was ordained by Himself that Christ, His Son, should be equal with Himself; so that wherever was the presence of His Son, it was as His own presence. The word of the Son was to be obeyed as readily as the word of the Father. 

His Son He had invested with authority to command the heavenly host. Especially was His Son to work in union with Himself in the anticipated creation of the earth and every living thing that should exist upon the earth. His Son would carry out His will and His purposes but would do nothing of Himself alone. The Father's will would be fulfilled in Him. {SR 13.2} 

     Lucifer was envious and jealous of Jesus Christ. Yet when all the angels bowed to Jesus to acknowledge His supremacy and high authority and rightful rule, he bowed with them; but his heart was filled with envy and hatred. Christ had been taken into the special counsel of God in regard to His plans, while Lucifer was unacquainted with them. He did not understand, neither was he permitted to know, the purposes of God. But Christ was acknowledged sovereign of heaven, His power and authority to be the same as that of God Himself. Lucifer thought that he was himself a favorite in heaven among the angels. He had been highly exalted, but this did not call forth from him gratitude and praise to his Creator. He aspired to the height of God Himself. He gloried in his loftiness. He knew that he was honored by the angels. He had a special mission to execute. He had been near the great Creator, and the ceaseless beams of glorious light enshrouding the eternal God had shone especially upon him. He thought how angels had obeyed his command with pleasurable alacrity. Were not his garments light and beautiful? Why should Christ thus be honored before himself? {SR 14.1} 

Lucifer was enshrouded with glory as the covering cherub. Yet this angel whom God had created, and entrusted with power, became desirous of being as God. He gained the sympathy of some of his associates by suggesting thoughts of criticism regarding the government of God. This evil seed was scattered in a most seducing manner; and after it had sprung up and taken root in the minds of many, he gathered the ideas that he himself had first implanted in the minds of others, and brought them before the highest order of angels as the thoughts of other minds against the government of God. Thus, by ingenious methods of his own devising, Lucifer introduced rebellion in heaven.  {4BC 1143.1}  The word passed from angel to angel and many sympathized with Lucifer and lined up behind him in his rebellion.
     God desired that a change take place, and that the work of Satan be brought out in its genuine aspect. But the exalted angel standing next to Christ was opposed to the Son of God. The underworking was so subtle that it could not be made to appear before the heavenly host as the thing that it really was; and so there was war in heaven, and Satan was expelled with all who would not stand on the side of loyalty to God's government. The Lord God stood forth as Supreme Ruler.  This condition of things had existed a long period of time before Satan was unmasked and the evil ones expelled (Letter 162, 1906).  {4BC 1143.3} 
Oh the price of disobedience, so few take time to calculate the costs. Adam went lost their heaven on earth for the same reason. And so do the multiplied billions who chose disobedience over a Savior.
This leads us to our second point:
2. Why Did God create Lucifer?

That is a question many have asked for millennia. They ask, “Since God knows the end from the beginning, knowing that he would one day become envious and lead the angels into a rebellion against God’s throne, why did God create Lucifer?” And why did He create Adam and Eve knowing in advance they would rebel against His authority?
The answer is simple. He just had to. He had to create them because if he did not, knowing in advance they would rebel, then He really would not have given all of His creations freedom of choice. Knowing the end from the beginning, He therefore would never have created any being that He would know in advance that they could be a future rebel. That would describe a human frailty, but not the character of God. He created Lucifer and the first parents, knowing in advance all that it would cost. What a God we serve.
Point #3

3. What are his plans for us?

For most of this world’s population, he could care less because most are living for the day and satisfying their selfish wants. He doesn’t care if they live or die and even takes pleasure is seeing them suffer. He even enjoys the suffering of the brute animals. He doesn’t even care about most of the world’s population that professes to be Christian, who in reality are worshipping a god of their own creation, certainly not the God of the Bible; rather a granddaddy type that winks at their sin and their folly. But there is a group of people in this world that are preventing his plan of total conquest. Let us listen in to a strategy meeting of Satan with his evil angels, found in Christian Experience and Teachings pages 171 and 172. 
     I saw that Satan bade his angels lay their snares especially for those who were looking for Christ's second appearing, and keeping all the commandments of God. Satan told his angels that the churches were asleep. He would increase his power and lying wonders, and he could hold them. "But," he said, "the sect of Sabbathkeepers we hate; they are continually working against us, and taking from us our subjects, to keep the hated law of God. Go, make the possessors of lands and money drunk with cares. If you can make them place their affections upon these things, we shall have them yet. They may profess what they please, only make them care more for money than for the success of Christ's kingdom or the spread of the truths we hate. Present the world before them in the most attractive light, that they may love and idolize it. {CET 171.1}  
     "We must keep in our ranks all the means of which we can gain control. The more means the followers of Christ devote to His service, the more will they injure our kingdom by getting our subjects. As they appoint meetings in different places, we are in danger. Be very vigilant then. Cause disturbance and confusion if possible. Destroy love for one another. Discourage and dishearten their ministers; for we hate them. Present every plausible excuse to those who have means, lest they hand it out. Control the money matters if you can, and drive their ministers to want and distress. This will weaken their courage and zeal. Battle every inch of ground. Make covetousness and love of earthly treasures the ruling traits of their character. As long as these traits rule, salvation and grace stand back. {CET 171.2} 
     "Crowd every attraction around them, and they will be surely ours. And not only are we sure of them, but their hateful influence will not be exercised to lead others to heaven. When any shall attempt to give, put within them a grudging disposition, that it may be sparingly." {CET 171.3} 
     I saw that Satan carries out his plans well. As the servants of God appoint meetings, Satan with his angels is on the ground to hinder the work. He is constantly putting suggestions into the minds of God's people. He leads some in one way, and some in another, always taking advantage of evil traits in the brethren and sisters, exciting and stirring up their natural besetments. If they are disposed to be selfish and covetous, Satan takes his stand by their side, and with all his power seeks to lead them to indulge their besetting sins. The grace of God and the light of truth may melt away their covetous, selfish feeling for a little, but if they do not obtain entire victory, Satan comes in when they are not under a saving influence, and withers every noble, generous principle, and they think that too much is required of them. They become weary of well-doing, and forget the great sacrifice which Jesus made to redeem them from the power of Satan and from hopeless misery. {CET 172.1}

So is Satan himself working to influence our own individual case? I believe that according to what we have just read, that his influence and instructions exercised through his evil angels is what we have experienced in our lifetime and it’s just natural to say it was Satan.  Here are some additional quotes to show it is actually the evil angels who trouble us: 

Till the close of time there will be a conflict between the church of God and those who are under the control of evil angels.  {AA 219.1}

Could the veil be lifted from before our eyes, we should see evil angels employing all their arts to deceive and to destroy. {AA 290.2}

We should ever keep in mind that unseen agencies are at work, both evil and good, to take the control of the mind. They act with unseen yet effectual power. Good angels are ministering spirits, exerting a heavenly influence upon heart and mind; while the great adversary of souls, the devil, and his angels are continually laboring to accomplish our destruction. {AH 405.1}

     While we should be keenly alive to our exposure to the assaults of unseen and invisible foes, we are to be sure that they cannot harm us without gaining our consent. {AH 406}

Our minds must be stayed upon God, and we must not fear the fear of the wicked, that is, fear what they fear, and reverence what they reverence, but be bold and valiant for the truth. Could our eyes be opened, we should see forms of evil angels around us, trying to invent some new way to annoy and destroy us. And we should also see angels of God guarding us from their power; for God's watchful eye is ever over Israel for good, and He will protect and save His people, if they put their trust in Him. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord will lift up a standard against him. {CET 170.1}
Point #4 

4. What is his future?

God never made a devil, Lucifer did that himself. This drama of the ages has played out on earth now for close to 6,000 years and the Bible is clear about how it will end for Satan and his angels. 
Revelation 20:1   And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 

  20:2   And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 

  20:3   And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more… 
What are these chains that bind Satan? It is not a literal chain but rather a chain of circumstances. The earth is cold and dark as the sun has gone out. The bodies of the lost that were alive through the plagues and the second coming are strewn about from one end of the earth to the other. The mountains were leveled and all the cities are broken down.
As part of his punishment, he has 1,000 years to contemplate what he had, what he gave up, and what he did throughout his battle with God and God’s people. He will also think about what he knows will be his ultimate end, in the lake of fire, paying for all the sins of the redeemed.

And now the 5th and final point:

5. Where does that leave us?

That is entirely up to you and me. For we are amenable to God alone as individuals. Nobody can do anything to influence a favorable decision in your salvation. We listen, we read, we study and we pray. But given to each of us, is a free will, and with that free will we choose to be saved, or we choose to be lost.
In the judgment God’s decision will be based on our choices. Oh how He wants us to be saved. For God so loved the world that He gave…

For God so loved you that He gave… The Father suffered right along with Jesus. This is what my sins and your sins required. 78 times the floggers whip tore into his flesh.
The world's Redeemer was treated as we deserve to be treated, in order that we might be treated as he deserved to be treated. 
Jesus had to die. There was no other way to save you and me. We have sinned and the wages of sin is death. Either we the guilty must pay for every sin we have committed by way of the second death, or we allow Jesus the innocent Lamb of God to die that second death for us on that cruel cross. In Ezekiel 33:11 God pleads with us: “As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?”  

He wants us to live forever with Him, what more could God do?
Shall we pray…
